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O  F    T  H  E 

Third  SeiTion  of  theTenthParliament 
o  F 

GREAT-BRITAIN. 


'Ontheibth  of  November,  1749,  his  Majcjly  went  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers^  and  opened  the  Sejfion  with  the 
following  Speech. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
<c  TT  is  v/ith  particular .Pleafure  that  I  now  meet  Anno  1749. 
<c  A  you  *n  Parliament,  at  a  Time,  when  the  com- 
*c  plete  Re-eftablifhment  of  a  General  Peace  has 
<c  reftored  to  my  People  the  Blefiings  of  Quiet  and 
"  Tranquillity.  The  good  Effects  refultiiig  from 
<c  hence  do  already  appear  in  the  fiourifhing  Condition 
46  of  our  Commerce,  and  the  Rife  of  the  Public 
<c  Credit  j  which  naturally  lay  the  furefl:  Foundations 
"  of  an  Increafe  of  Strength,  and  of  lafting  Profpe- 
"  rity,  to  my  Kingdoms.  I  have  not  failed  this 
**  Summer  to  make  ufe  of  every  Opportunity  of  ce- 
"  menting  and  fecuring  the  Peace  j  and  it  is  my  firm 
"  Refolution  to  do  every  Thing  in  my  Power  for  the 
Yoj..  IV.  B  "  Pre- 
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Anna  i:49«    cc  Preservation  of  it,  and  religioufly  to  adhere  to  the 
1  "  Engagements  I  have  entered  into. 

"  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  acquaint  you,  that  I 
*'  have  found  all  the  contracting  Powers  in  the  Defi- 
**  nitive  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  as  well  as  the  reft 
gl  of  my  Allies,  in  the  fame  good  Difpofition  ;  and 
"  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt  of  their  Concurrence  in 
"  the  fame  defirable  End.  It  is  unneceflary  for  me 
*c  to  tell  you,  that  nothing  can  contribute  fo  much  to 
<c  the  Continuance  and  Improvement  of  this  happy 
*c  Situation  of  Affairs,  as  the  effectual  fupporting  of 
"  that  Weight  and  Influence,  which  properly  belong 
**  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain" 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  I  have  ordered  the  proper  Officers  to  prepare  and 

,s*  lay  before  you  the  Eftimates  for  the  Service  of  the 

**  enfuing  Year.     I  defire  fuch  Supplies  only,  as  fhall 

*c  be  found  neceffary  for  the  Security  and  Welfare  of 

$c  the  Nation  :    And  in  that  View,  I  muft  earneftly 

■**  recommend  to  you  the  maintaining  of  my  Fleet  in 

*c  its  full  Strength;   and  that  you  will  be  watchful  to 

u  improve  any  Opportunity  of  putting  the  National 

u  Debt  in  a  Method  of  being  reduced,  with  a  ftri£fc 

**  Regard  to  public  Faith,  and  private  Property." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
sc  I  have  nothing  to  defire  of  you,  but  that  you 
*'  would  with  Unanimity  and  Difpatch  purfue  fuch 
*c  Meafures,  as  may  be  moft  conducive  to  your  own 
"  real  and  lafting  Intereft..  Whatever  good  Laws 
**  you  mail  propofe  for  the  Advancement  of  our 
"  Trade  and  Navigation,  and  for  encouraging  a* 
"  Spirit  of  Induftry  in  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
<c  will  be  extremely  acceptable  to  me  ;  and  you  may 
"  reft  affined,  that  I  mall  always  look  upon  the  true 
**  Greatnefs  of  my  Crown,  and  the  Stability  of  my 
tc  Government,  as  infeparably  united  with  the  Hap- 
* J  pinefs  and  Profperity  of  my  People, " 

The  'Addrefs  was  moved  by  the  late  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Town/bend,  who  expatiated  largely  on  the 
Benefits  of  the  Peace,  and  compared  the  N  ecefiity  there 
Was  for  it,  ©a  all  Sides  ^  his  Majesty's  prudent  Admo- 

mum 
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nttion  and  Meafures,  and  the  good  Difpofition  of  the   Anne  I749, 
feveral  European  Powers. 

Sir  John-Hynde  Cotton  demanded,  how  the  Peace 
could,  in  any  Senfe,  be  called  complete,  without  the 
Point  of  no  Search  being  agreed  to  ?  which  was  not 
yet  obtained,  though  both  Houfes  voted,  no  Peace, 
until  it  was. 

Lord  Egmont  afTerted,  That  the  whole  was  fallaci- 
oufly  exprefTed,  and  might  prevent  OEconomy  in  his 
Majefty,  believing  the  Nation  was  in  a  flourifhing 
Condjiion,  which  was  far  otherwife,  and  our  Com- 
merce .deprefTed,  the  Treaties  concerning  it  being 
incomplete;  nor  was  our  Credit  high,  our  Ships 
being  feized,  and  Treaties  being  entered  into,  con- 
trary to  our  Intereft,  (with  Denmark  and  Sweden  j 
Sardinia  and  Spain)  and  that  it  is  imprudent  to  publifh 
a  Defign  of  lefTening  public  Intereft,  infomuch  as 
moneyed  Men  might  take  Advantage  of  it]  but  it 
Should  be  kept  fecret,  and  done  at  once. 

Mr.  Pelha?n  took  Occafion  to  open  and  defend  the 
Scheme    of    reducing   the    Intereft    of    Part  of   the 

National  Debt. He  obferved,  that  it  was  the  in- 

difpenfable  Duty  of  the  Servants  of  the  Crown  and 
the  Public,  to  endeavour,  as  foon  as  ever  it  fhould 
be  found  practicable,  to  eafe  the  Nation  of  its  great 
Debts,  by  confulting  with  Perfons  of  Skill,  and  thofe 
of  great  rroperty  in  the  Funds,  and  publifhing  the 
Method,  for  general  Approbation ;  but  as  to  its  beinor 
kept  private,  he  would  never  defire  to  be  fo  felf* 
fufficient,  as  the  Noble  Lord  would  be,  if,  when  he 
comes  to  be  a  Miniiter,  trufting  entirely  to  his  own 
great  Judgment,  he  fhould  pronounce,  all  at  once, 
jic  volo,  Jic'jubeo,  fo  I  will  have  it.— That,  as  within 
three  Years  the  Three  per  Cents  had  ri fen  gradually 
from  75,  and  now  were  at  101,  he  thought  it  a  De- 
monstration of  the  Rife  of  public  Credit ;  and  as  an 
Inftance  of  the  flourifhing  Condition  of  Commerce, 
the  Duties  on  Imports  had  added  to  the  Sinking  Fund 
one  Million  in  about  nine  Months;  and  at  the  fame 
Time,  for  the  great  Quantity  of  Grain  exported, 
there  had  been  paid  for  Bounties  221,000/. — That, 
as  he  fhould  ever  have  a  Regard"  to  thofe  who  had  ad- 
vanced their  Money    to    ferve  the  Government,    he 

B  z  hoped 


C    4    1 

Artno  1749.  "hoped  that  a  fair,  honeft,  and  equitable  Method 
would  be  found  out  to  reduce  the  National  Debt;  a 
Method  confonant  to  Parliamentary  Faith,  and  alfo 
agreeable  to  the  Creditors  themfelves ;  at  leaft  fuch  of 
them  as  are  reafonable. — That  the  Method  propofed, 
is,  to  give  Notice,  according  to  the  Ac!:,  that  after 
one  Year,  the  Funds  bearing  Four  per  Cent,  Intereft, 
fhould  be  reduced  to  Three  and  a  Half,  and  fuch  of 
the  Creditors  as  refufed  to  accept  of  that  Intereft,  to 
be  paid  off;  to  continue  feven  Years  at  Three  and  a 
Half,  and  then  to  be  reduced  to  Three  per  Cent.— 
That  it  would  be  a  confiderable  Advantage  for  every 
Proprietor  to  continue  100/.  at  Three  and  a  Half  pif 
Cent,  rather  than  be  paid  off,  becaufe  the  Three  per 
Cents  being  at  101,  the  Perfon  paid  off  muft  add  20  s. 
to  purchafe  the  fame  Stock  in  them;  therefore,  if  he 
does  not  receive  his  100/.  he  will  have  a  better  Bar* 
gain,  and  may  fell  it  for  more. 

That  as  not  one  Word  had  been  offered  to  be  al- 
tered in  the  Addrefs  moved  for,  though  faid  to  be  all 
fo  very  faulty,  it  muff:  be  taken  for  granted  that  it  did 
not  really  want  Amendment.  As  to  the  Vote  not  to 
make  a  Peace,  unlefs  720  Search  was  agreed  to,  he  was 
far  from  commending  fuch  Vote; — and  that  it  was 
within  Memory  that  a  Parliament  voted  no  Peace, 
while  any  Part  of  the  Indies-was  left  to  Spain—and 
yet  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  was  made  in  the  Midft  of 
Victory,  and  that  brave  or  rather  rafh  Vote  not  re- 
garded. But,  he  hoped,  the  Parliament  will  never 
pafs  fuch  negative  Votes,  fmce  it  is  impoflible  that 
Times  and  CIrcumftances  can  be  forefeen. 

Sir  John-Hynde  Cotton  replied,  That  the  Parliament, 
which  agreed  to  that  Peace,  had  the  Treaty  laid 
before  them,  and  were  confulted  upon  it — but  in  this 
Peace,  the  greateft  Indignity  was  put  on  them,  and 
the  Treaty  never  fhewn  them2  though  fitting,  and  a 
Motion  made  for  it. 

Mr.  Pelham  anfwered,  That  though  the  Minifferg 
did  lav  that  Treaty  before  the  Parliament,  and  got 
their  Confent,  it  was  well  known  how  it  was 
obtained;  and,  indeed,  fuch  Confent  did  them  no 
Service  •  Which  was  a  good  Reafon  why  their  Example 
was  not  followed* 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  jun.  obferved  on  Lord  Egmont's  Anno  1749. 
Objections  to  the  Treaties  with  Denmark^  Sweden, 
Sardinia,  Sec.  that  they  were  Treaties  of  Peace  and 
Friendfhip — and  the  more  fueh  Treaties,  the  more 
Harmony,  the  more  Reafon  to  conclude,  that  the 
Peace  would  be  general  and  permanent. 

The  following  is  the  Addrefs,  which  was  agreed  te 
without  any  further  Debate. 

The  Humble  ADDRESS   of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  the  KING, 

<c  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
<c  We  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Sub- 
<e  jects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  in  Parlia- 
"  ment  aftembled,  return  your  Majefty  our  ftncere 
"  and  hearty  Thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  Speech 
€i  from  the  Throne. 

"  We  beg  Leave  to  congratulate  your  Majefty 
*c  on  the  complete  Re-eftabliftiment  of  a  general 
<c  Peace,  whereby  the  Bleffings  of  Tranquillity  are 
tc  reftored  to  your  People;  and  to  exprefs  our  Satif- 
*c  faction  at  the  good  Difpofition,  which  your  Ma- 
<c  jefty  has  found  in  all  your  Allies,  as  well  as  in  the 
f<  contracting  Powers  in  the  Definitive  Treaty  of 
u  Aix-la-Chapelle,  to  continue  and  preferve  fo  defire- 
**  able  a  Situation,  from  whence  we  have  not  only 
"  the  comfortable  Profpect  of  future  Eafe,  but  may 
<c  likewife  promife  ourfelves,  through  the  flourishing 
*c  Condition  of  our  Commerce,  and  natural  Rife  of 
*c  public  Credit,  a  gradual  Increafe  of  our  national 
'"  Strength. 

<c  With  a  Zeal  and  Gratitude  indifpenfably  due 
"  to  the  many  Instances  of  your  Majefty's  paternal 
u  Affection  for  your  People,  we  acknowledge  your 
"  great  Wifdom  in  recommending  to  us  the  Reduc- 
"  tion  of  the  National  Debt,  as  an  Object  worthy 
"  of  our  moft  ferious  Attention;  and  we  aflure  your 
"  Majefty,  we  will  apply  ourfelves  with  all  poflible 
€i  Diligence,  to  find  out  the  propereft  Means  to  ac- 
*'  complifh  fo  great  and  neceflary  a  Work,  with  the 
cc  ftricteft  Regard  to  public  Faitha  and  private 
w  Property. 

B  3  «  This 
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"  This  Houfc,  earneftly  defirous  effectually  t& 
"  promote  the  mutual  and  infeparable  Intereft  of 
*<  your  Majefty,  and  your  People,  will  grant  fuch 
"  Supplies  to  your  Majefty,  as  fhall  be  found  necef- 
*c  fary  for  the  Security  and  Welfare  of  the  Nation, 
<c  which  cannot  be  better  provided  for,  than  by 
*c  maintaining  the  Fleet  in  fuch  a  Condition,  as  may 
u  enable  your  Majefty  to  preferve  that  Weight  and 
"  Influence,  which  properly  belong  to  the  Crown  of 
*c  Great-Bntain;  and  we  will  do  all  that  in  us  lies, 
*c  to  encourage  a  general  Spirit  of  Induftry,  and 
<c  advance  our  Trade  and  Navigation,  the  two  great 
<c  Sources  of  the  Wealth  and  Strength  of  this 
cc  Kingdom. 

<e  Your  faithful  Commons  allure  your  Majefty, 
*c  they  are  fully  fenfible,  that  their  prefent  and 
*c  future  Profperity  and  Happinefs  depend,  under 
tc  God,  upon  the  Stability  of  your  Majefty's  Go- 
"  vernment,  and  the  Succeflion  eftablifhed  in  your 
*  Royal  Family." 

His  MAJESTY'S  mo/I  Gracious  ANSWER. 
"  Gentlemen, 
<c  T  Thank  you  moft  heartily  for  this  very  kind 
cc  J[  and  dutiful  A^drefs.  You  may  be  amired  of 
"  all  poffible  Returns  of  Affections  from  me.  I  have 
<c  nothing  fo  much  at  Heart,  as  to  fee  my  People 
u  flourifhing  and  happy  under  my  Government." 

The  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  were, 
in  general,  the  fame  as|  laft  Seflion,  though  the  Total 
of  the  Sum  granted  was  not  fo  great.  183,232/.  was 
granted  for  making  good  Engagements  entered  into, 
or  Services  undertaken,  during  the  late  War.  The 
Debt  paid  off  amounted  to  1,045,590/.  The  Defi- 
ciencies to  be  made  good  amounted  to  463,052/. 
The  Expences  incurred,  and  not  provided  for, 
amounted  to  249,930/.  and  the  Current  Service  of 
the  Year  to  2,199,855/.  The  Whole,  with  the 
omitted  Fractions,  amounting  to  4,141,661/.  tys. 
1 1 1  d.  Many  Particulars  of  thofe  Articles  under- 
went the  fame  Debates  as  formerly,  and  received  the 
fame  Anfwers.  The  two  following  were  new  Arti- 
cles* 
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ties,  and  pafTed  with  very  little  Debate,  on  Account  Anno  174$. 
of  the  promiiing  State  of  the  Colony,  viz.  122,246/, 
for  defraying  the  Expence  of  Services  incurred  during 
the  War  in  his  Majefty's  Colonies  of  North- America^ 
on  Account  of  the  intended  Expedition  againft  Ca- 
nada^ and  for  other  Services  arifing  therefrom,  and  for 
the  Succour  of  Nova-Scotia ;  and  the  Sum  of  36,476/, 
for  defraying  the  Charges  incurred  by  tranfporting 
to  his  Majefty's  Colonies  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  fup- 
porting  and  maintaining  there  a  Number  of  reduced 
Officers,  and  private  Men  difmiiTed  his  Majefty's 
Land  and  Sea-Service,  and  other  his  Majefty's  Sub- 
jects now  fettled  in  the  faid  Colony,  and  not  provided 
for  by  Parliament. 

The  only  Meafure  of  Expence  that  was  oppofed, 
was  that  refpecting  the  Number  of  Land  Forces, 
The  Motion  was  for  13,857.  The  Oppofition  pro- 
pofed an  Amendment,  by  making  it  only  15,000. 
Upon  which  there  was  a  Debate;  the  principal 
Speakers  for  the  Amendment  were  Thomas  ProzuJe9 
Efq;  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  Admiral  Fernofy  Doctor 
Lee9  George  Dodington,  Efq;  Robert  Vyncr9  Efq;  and 
Thomas  Potter •,  Efq;  and  the  chief  Speakers  again  ft 
the  Amendment,  and  confequently  for  the  Number 
of  Forces  firft  propofed,  were  Mr.  Secretary  at  War} 
the  Lord  Coke,  Horatio  Walpole,  fenior,  Efq;  and  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  And  at  laft  the  Quef- 
tion  being  put  upon  the  Amendment,  it  was  upon  a 
Divifion  difagreed  to  by  211  Noes,  to  81  Yeas;  after 
which  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  the  Motion,  and 
agreed  to  without  a  Divifion. 

Though  this  was  the  only  Refolution  that  was  op- 
pofed,  yet  we  cannot  omit  obferving,  that  the  Refo- 
lution relating  to  the  Number  of  Seamen,  met  with 
fomething  of  an  extraordinary  Reception.  It  was 
moved  for  by  the  Lord  Barrington,  and  feconded  by 
Welbore  Ellis,  Efq;  and  the  Number  propofed  was  1 500  j 
a  Number  fo  far  from  being  thought  too  large  by  any 
Gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  that  the  only  Objection  made 
to  it,  was,  it  being  too  fmall. 

Robert  Nugent^  £fq;  fpoke  againft  it*  to  this 
ErTe&, 

B  4  «  Me. 
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Anno  1749.  «  Mr.  Speaker, 

V^y*1      '       c  I  fhall  readily  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentlemen* 
Robert  Nugent,  who  haye  moyed  for  the  Number  of  Seamen  propofed 

to  be  kept  in  Pay  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year, 
that  this  Nation  had  never  more  Occafion  for  Fruga- 
lity in  every  Branch  of  the  public  Expence  than  it 
has  at  prefent;  but  it  feems  to  me  to  be  a  ftrange 
Piece  of  CEconomy,  to  diminiih  our  Naval  Force, 
when  at  the  fame  Time  we  are  increafing  the  Number 
of  our  Land  Forces,  or  at  leaft  not  diminifhing  it  fo 
much  as  by  one  Man  lefs  than  we  had  laft  Year, 
This,  I  fay,  Sir,  is  a  ftrange  Sort  of  CEconomy, 
confidering  our  Situation;  and  fuch  a  one,  as  might 
make  People  believe,  that  thofe  who  advifed  and 
drew  up  the  Eftimates  for  our  Sea  and  Land  Force, 
imagined,  that  they  were  drawing  up  Eftimates  for  the 
French  Government,  and  not  for  that  of  England.  In 
France^  indeed,  they  muft  keep  up  a  numerous  {land- 
ing Army,  not  only  for  defending  their  wide-extended 
Frontier,  but  to  enforce  the  abfoliite  Power  cf  their 
King;  and  therefore  in  Time  of  Peace  they  muft  be 
more  frugal  as  to  their  Naval  Expence,  than  they  can 
Weil  be  as  to  that  of  their  Army :  But  here  in  England 
we  have  no  Frontier  to  defend  by  a  Land  Army,  and 
.  our  Sovereign  delires  not  to  eftablifh  his  Power  upon 
any  thing  but  the  Affections  of  his  Subjects:  Our 
Strength  confifts  in  our  Navy;  and  that  we  ought 
chiefly  to  depend  on  for  Offence  as  well  as  Defence; 
therefore  we  ought  to  be  frugal  upon  any  other  Article 
of  public  Expence,  rather  than  upon  that  of  our 
Navy. 

6  I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  that  the  Army,  propofed  by  the 
Estimate  now  before  us,  is  not  fufficient  for  enabling 
us  to  make  that  Figure  in  Europe  which  we  ought  to 
do;  but  our  prefent  Circumftances  will  not  allow  us 
to  keep  up  any  greater  Number ;  and  if  our  Minifters 
think,  that  our  prefent  Circumftances  will  not  allow 
us  to  keep  up  the  Number  now  propofed,  without 
fuch  an  extraordinary  Reduction  of  our  Naval  Force, 
they  ought  to  have  propofed  our  keeping  up  a  much 
fmaller  Force  by  Land,  in  order  to  prevent  our  being 
reduced  to  the  Neceility  of  diminifhing  our  Force  by 
Sea.     If  they  have  erred  in  their  Judgment,  and  given 
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■an  imprudent  Advice  to  our  Sovereign,  it  is  our  Bufi-  Anno  1749. 
nefs  and  our  Duty  to  correct  that  Error;  therefore,  I 
think,  we  ought  to  poftpone  coming  to  any  Refolution 
upon  the  prefent  Motion,  until  we  have  taken  the 
Army  into  Confideration ;  and  if  we  fhould  think  it 
confident  with  our  Safety  to  take  nine  or  ten  thoufand 
Men  from  the  Army,  we  may  then  keep  a  much 
greater  Force  by  Sea  than  what  is  now  propofed. 

c  But  this  is  not  all,  Sir  :  I  am  convinced,  that  the 
Provifion  now  propofed  for  our  Naval  Force  will  be 
found  infumcient:  We  rauft  run  in  Debt;  and  that 
I  mall  always  proteft  againft.  Our  Minifters,  I 
know,  have  always  been  pretty  apt  to  run  in  Debt 
upon  the  Articles  relating  to  our  Navy,  becaufe  they 
ha,  e  found  that  a  Navy  Debt  is  what  the  Parliament 
will  moft  readily  fubmit  to  the  Payment  of;  and  to 
this  Ccndefcenfion  our  Minifters,  during  the  laft  War, 
trufted  more  than  any  of  their  PredecelTors  ever  did  ; 
for  though  during  the  laft  War,  from  the  Beginning 
to  the  End  of  it,  we  had  no  Enemy  to  deal  with,  that 
could  or  durft  face  us  at  Sea,  when  our  Squadron* 
were  under  a  proper  Command,  yet  our  Minifters 
contracted  in  that  War  a  larger  Navy  Debt  than  had 
been  contracted  during  the  whole  War  in  Queen 
Annez  Reign;  and  that,  though  they  had  net  a  Pre- 
tence to  fay,  that  the  Parliament  had  ever  once 
fcrupled  to  grant  whatever  Sums  they  thought  necef- 
fary  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year. 

c  This,  Sir,  is  a  moft  dangerous  Practice :  It  was 
this  Practice  that  firft  induced  us  to  run  in  Debt;  and 
by  the  Repetition  of  it  our  National  Debt  is  now> 
fwelled  to  fuch  a  monftrous  Bulk,  that  I  am  afraid, 
it  will  at  laft  prove  our  Ruin.  It  neceflarily  muft,  if 
no  Expedient  can  be  found  for  paying  off  a  great  Part  of 
it  at  once:  The  Increafe  of  the  Sinking  Fund  by  the 
Reduction  of  Intereft,  will  not  by  itfelf  alone  now 
do  the  Bufinefs;  for  though  the  Operation  be  fure, 
it  is  in  its  Nature  10  flow,  that  the  Nation  is  in 
Danger  of  expiring  before  it  can  work  its  Effect. 
Befides,  we  cannot  now  propofe  to  carry  on  any  War 
without  diverting  that  facred  Fund  from  the  Ufe  for 
which  it  v/as  at  firft  defigned,  and  to  which  it  ought 
%o  have  been  religioufly  applied  5  and  from  the  Na- 
ture 
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Anno  1740.  ture  of  things,  efpecially  in  their  prefent  Afpe&,  it  h 
impoflible  to  fuppofe,  that  this  Nation  can  continue  in 
Peace,  till  our  public  Debts  have  been  all  extin- 
guifhed  by  Means  of  our  Sinking  Fund :  Even  fup- 
poiing  that  fuch  an  improbable  Event  fhould  happen, 
we  muft  gradually  diminifh  our  Sinking  Fund,  by 
abolifhing  many  of  thofe  Taxes  that  now  lie  fo 
heavy  upon  the  Poor,  and  upon  all  Materials  for 
Manufacture;  by  which  Taxes,  our  Commerce  is 
rendered  fo  troublefome  and  expenfive,  that  we  cannot 
navigate  or  carry  on  Commerce  fo  eafily  or  at  fo 
cheap  a  Rate  as  fome  of  our  Neighbours,  do;  and 
the  Price  of  Labour  is  in  this  Country  raifed  fo  high, 
that  none  of  our  Manufacturers  can  be  fold  in  foreign 
Markets  at  fo  low  a  Price  as  Manufactures  of  the  fame 
kind  are  fold  by  our  Rivals. 

6  From  this  Confideration,  Sir,  I  muft  conclude, 
that  if  we  do  not  very  foon  abolifh  fome  of  thofe 
Taxes,  both  our  Commerce  and  Manufactures  will  in 
a  few  Years  be  undone;  and  as  this  would  greatly 
leffen  the  Numbers  of  our  People,  and  impoverifh 
thofe  that  remained,  the  certain  Confequence  would 
be,  a  confiderable  Diminution,  if  not  a  total  Extin- 
guifhment  of  our  Sinking  Fund,  which  would  put  an 
End  even  to  our  Hopes  of  being  ever  able  to  dis- 
charge our  National  Debt.  Thus,  Sir,  we  are  in, 
what  I  am  forry  to  call,  a  defperate  Situation  :  If  we  do 
diminifh  our  Sinking  Fund,  by  abolifhing  fome  of  our 
Taxes,  we  cannot  poffibly  expect  the  public  Tran- 
quillity to  1  aft  till  it  has  worked  the  defired  Effect; 
and  if  we  do  not  diminifh  that  Fund,  by  abolifhing 
fome  of  thofe  Taxes,  the  whole  of  it  may  fink  under 
the  Ruin  of  our  Commerce  and  Manufactures;  and 
with  it  we  fhall  lofe  not  only  the  Hopes  of  being  ever 
able  to  pay  our  Debts,  but  alfo  the  Hopes  of  being 
able  to  preferve  our  Superiority  at  Sea;  for  no  Nation 
ever  could  fupport  a  formidable  Naval  Force  without 
an  extenfive  Commerce. 

c  This,  Sir,  fhould  make  us  diligent  in  the  Search 
of  other  Expedients  for  difcharging  a  Part  of  the 
National  Debt;  at  leaft,  it  fhould  make  us  careful 
not  to  run  into  any  new  Debt,  by  making  the  Efti- 
mates  for  the  Service  of  our  Navy  fhort  of  what 
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that  Service  may  neceflarily  require,  for  the  fake  of  Anno  1?4^ 
gaining  a  fhort-lived  Popularity  to  our  Minifters  for  i 
the  Time  being.  A  Neglect  of  Pofterity  has  always 
been  a  Complaint  againft  Minifters ;  and  with  regard 
to  molt  of  them,  the  Complaint  has  been  but  too 
well  founded;  but  of  late  Years  our  Minifters  have 
feemed  to  neglect  not  only  Pofterity,  but  the  very- 
next  Stage  of  Futurity.  Prefent  Eafe  has  been  the 
only  Goddefs  they  adored :  I  ihall  not  fay,  that  they 
left  To-morrow  to  provide  for  itfelf;  but  I  will  fay, 
that  without  any  Aflurance  of,  or,  indeed,  any  Title  to, 
the  Protection  of  Providence,  they  have  generally 
in  a  great  Meafure  left  the  next  Year  to  provide  for 
itfelf.  In  order  to  obtain  with  Eafe  a  prefent  Supply, 
they  have  brought  in  Eftimates,  which  they  knew 
to  be  fhort  of  what  the  Measures  they  had  refolved 
on  would  require,  and  they  have  propofed  Funds, 
which  in  all  Probability  would  not  fully  anfwer  what 
was  to  be  charged  upon  them.  By  fuch  Means  as 
thefe  they  firft  induced  the  Nation  to  extend  the 
annual  Expence  beyond  the  annual  Supplies;  and 
by  Degrees  they  at  laft  brought  us  to  confider  only 
what  we  might  raife  upon  our  Credit,  without  the 
leaft  Regard  to  what  we  might  annually  fupply;  as  if 
the  Credit  of  this  Nation  were  inexhauftible,  and 
as  if  by  bringing  one  War  to  a  happy  Iffue,  we 
could  fecure  ourfelyes  from  ever  being  engaged  in 
another. 

'  Common  Senfe,  Sir,  muft  convince  every  Man 
that  reflects,  of  the  hidden  Deftruction  that  mult 
neceflarily  at  laft  attend  this  Method  of  Proceeding. 
I  fay  hidden,  Sir,  becaufe  Credit,  either  public  or 
private,  generally  fails  fuddenly,  and  often  unac- 
countably; and  our  public  Credit's  failing  will  be 
attended  with  the  more  unavoidable  Deftruction, 
becaufe  if  ever  it  fhould  happen,  it  will  certainly  be 
when  we  have  the  moft  Occafion  for  it,  that  is  to  fay, 
When  we  are  in  the  Heat  of  a  heavy  and  expenfive 
War,  and  have  juft  met  with  fome  fignal  Defeat,  or 
are  threatened  with  an  immediate  Invalion.  I  am  far 
from  thinking  that  the  Credit  of  this  Nation  is  as 
yet  ftretched  fo  far,  that  another  Pull  would  make  it 
4?urft  afunder;   I  believe,  that  with  a  cautious  and 
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Ann©  1749.  prudent  Management  we  might  ftill  raife  feveral 
Millions  upon  our  Credit;  yet  we  know,  that  during 
lafb  War  it  was  twice  brought  into  great  Jeopardy: 
Once  by  ill  Succefs,  when  the  Rebellion  wore  its 
moil  difmal  Afpe& ;  and  a  fecond  Time  by  bad  Con- 
duel,  when,  for  fupporting  the  War,  we  were 
forced  to  borrow  fix  Millions  at  once,  and  fome 
People  thought  to  have  made  a  Job  of  the  public 
Neceffity  for  enriching  themfelves  and  their  Friends  ; 
but  they  found  themfelves  fo  far  miftaken,  that  it 
would  have  proved  the  Ruin  of  moil  of  them,  if  the 
Preliminaries  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  had  not  extricated 
them  out  of  that  Danger,  which  their  Avarice  had 
led  them  into. 

*  Such  Gentlemen,  indeed,  had  Reafon  to  rejoice 
at  thofe  Preliminaries,  and  I  believe,  Sir,  they  were 
the  only  Gentlemen  in  this  Nation  that  did  rejoice 
at  them.  Even  they  will  not  have  the  Aflurance  to 
fay,  that  the  Preliminaries  were  fuch  as  the  Nation 
had  Reafon  to  rejoice  at 5  but,  bad  as  they  were,  they 
would  not  have  been  near  fo  good,  if  the  Conduct 
of  our  Navy  and  the  Bravery  of  our  Seamen  had  not 
made  it  as  impoilible  for  France  to  fupport  the  War 
by  Sea,  as  it  was  for  us  to  fupport  it  by  Land,  after 
the  Conduct  of  thofe  Gentlemen  had  brought  our 
national  Credit  upon  the  very  Brink  of  Perdition . 
They  therefore,  of  ail  Men  in  the  World,  have  moil; 
Reafon  to  plead  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Strength  at 
Sea,  and  for  treating  our  Seamen  in  the  moft  humane 
and  grateful  Manner;  but  whether  they  have  done 
fo  or  no,  I  fhall  leave  Gentlemen  to  judge  from  the 
Motion  now  before  us,  as  well  as  from  feveral  other 
Parts  of  our  Conduct  fince  that  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
concluded,  which  the  Danger  of  our  public  Credit, 
or  at  leafl  of  fome  Perfons  amongft  us,  had  made 
neceffary,  and  the  Succefs  of  our  Navy  enabled  us  to 
obtain. 

6  As  I  am  always,  Sir,  under  great  Anxiety  about 
the  Prefervation  of  our  Naval  Force,  and  as  I  think 
our  Seamen  have  not  fince  the  Peace  met  with  that 
Ufage  they  had  a  Right  to  expe£t,  I  could  not  upon 
this  Occafion  avoid  communicating  fome  of  my 
Thoughts  upon  that  Subject;  but  fhall  not  conclude 
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■with  any  Motion :  Only  I  muft  defire  Gentlemen  to  Anno  1749, 
confider,  that  we  have  already  difbanded  near  30,000 
Seamen ;  and  if  we  now  add  5000  mere  to  that 
Number,  God  knows,  how  many  of  them  may  put 
it  out  of  our  Power  ever  again  to  prefs  them  into  our 
Service  5  for  whatever  Opinion  we  may  have  of  their 
Merit,  every  one  knows,  that  it  has  Juftice  done 
to  it  by  thofe  who  are  our  moft  dangerous  Rivals  in 
Naval  Power,  and  who  now  at  laft  feem  to  have 
learned,  that  it  is  impoilible  to  have  either  Commerce 
or  Colonies,  without  a  fufBcient  Naval  Force  to  pro- 
tect them  in  Time  of  War.' 

Sir  Peter  Warren  alfo  fpoke  againft  it,  to  this 
EfFea. 

<  Mr.  Speaker. 

c  As  I  have  not  the  Honour  to  be  let  into  any  of  sir  Pet^ 
the  Secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  I  cannot  with  any  Degree  Warrea* 
of  Certainty  judge  of  the  prefent  Circumftances  of 
Europe^  or  of  the  Views  and  Defigns  of  any  of  the 
Courts  thereof ;  but  from  our  Conduct  here  at  Home, 
with  regard  to  Naval  Affairs,  one  would  think, 
that  our  Minifters  had  an  AfTurance  of  the  Con- 
tinuance of  the  prefent  Tranquillity  as  long  as  any 
of  the  prefent  Generation  could  remain  alive.  I 
confefs,  my  Hopes  are  far  from  being  fo  fanguine; 
but  fuppofe  they  were,  I  mould  be  againft  reducing 
the  Number  of  our  Seamen  employed  in  the  public 
Service,  fo  low  as  that  now  propofed;  becaufe  I 
think,  this  Naticn  mould  always  have  15  or  20,000 
Seamen  in  Pay,  for  preferving  the  Refpect  due  to  the 
Britijh  Flag,  and  for  preventing  our  being  under  a 
Neceffity  to  diftreis  our  Trade  at  the  Breaking  out  of 
a  War. 

4  In  the  Time  of  Peace  it  is  not  enough,  Sir,  to 
keep  in  conftant  Readinefs  a  few  Guard-Ships  here  at 
Home,  and  a  few  more  upon  the  Coafts  of  our 
Plantations  and  Colonies  in  America:  Even  in  Time 
of  Peace  our  Men  of  War ,  mould  be  constantly 
traverfing  the  Ocean,  the  Baltick  and  Mediterranean^ 
and  appearing  often  in  the  Ports  of  our  Allies,  and  of 
thole  who  may  afterwards  happen  to  be  our  Enemies. 
This  would  among  all  Nations  preferve  our  Character 
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Anno  1749.  as  a  Maritime  Power,  and  it  would  prevent  our 
Merchant-Ships  from  being  infulted  by  thofe  of  any 
other  Nation.  Gentlemen  who  live  always  at 
Home,  or  who  travel  only  to  fee  Courts,  Fafnions* 
and  Curiofities,  may  not  perhaps  be  fenfible  of  the 
Confequence  of  preferving  a  National  Character  in 
foreign  Countries;  but  Merchants  who  reflde  there, 
or  Seamen  who  trade  thither,  often  ftcl  it,  and  are 
often  made  to  fmart  for  it,  when  it  happens  to  be  any 
way  leffened  or  impeached.  Then  as  to  Merchant- 
Ships  failing  in  the  open  Seas,  they  are  often  expofed 
to  Infults,  when  they  happen  to  meet  a  foreign  Ship 
of  fuperior  Force;  and  as  moft  foreign  Ships,  espe- 
cially the  French^  fail  with  a  greater  Number  of  Men 
than  our  Merchant-Ships  ufuaily  do,  our  Ships  are 
more  expofed  to  thefe  Infults  than  thofe  of  any  other 
Nation.  This,  Sir,  I  know  by  Experience;  for  I 
have  been  often  in  Danger  of  being  provoked  to  do 
fomething  very  irregular,  when  I  have  heard  of  the 
ill  Ufage  fome  of  our  Merchant-Ships  had  met  with 
at  Sea  from  a  French  Ship  of  fuperior  Force.  But 
when  fuch  foreign  Ships  are  in  continual  Danger 
of  meeting  with  an  Englijh  Man  of  War  at  Sea, 
they  will  be  cautious  of  infulting  any  Britijli  Subject, 
left  they  mould  meet  with  one  that  had  been  informed 
of  what  they  had  done,  and  confequently  meet  with 
immediate  Punifhment.  And  when  our  Men  of  War 
appear  often  upon  the  Coaits,  or  in  the  Ports  of 
foreign  Nations,  it  will  keep  them  in  mind  of  our 
Naval  Power,  and  enforce  a  RefpecT:  for  every  Britijh 
Subject  that  either  refides  or  fojourns  in  their 
Country. 

6  Thus  we  may  fee,  Sir,  what  Danger  and  Incon- 
veniences our  Commerce  may  be  expofed  to,  by  redu- 
cing the  Number  of  our  Seamen  to  that  which  may 
be  barely  fufficient  for  our  Guard-Ships,  and  thofe 
we  ought  to  have  always  in  readinefs  at  Home,  in 
cafe  of  any  fudden  Rupture ;  and  from  hence  we  may 
fee  the  Neceflity  of  our  keeping,  even  in  Time  of 
Peace,  a  greater  N  umber  of  Seamen  in  Pay  than  what 
is  now  propofed.  But  the  other  Reafon  is  ftill 
ftronger ;  for  we  mould  avoid  as  much  as  poffible  our 
being  ever    .obliged  to   bring    our   Trade   into   any 
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Diftrcfs,  yet  this  we  muft  always  do  at  the  Begin-  Anno  174^. 
ning  of  a  War,  if  we  do  not  keep  above  10,000 
Seamen  in  the  Government's  Service  in  Time  of 
Peace.  Let  us  confider,  Sir,  that  generally  fpeak- 
ing  a  Man  muft  be  bred  up  at  Sea,  almoft  from  his 
Infancy,  to  make  him  an  able  and  thorough-bred  Sea- 
man ;  fuch  a  Man  is  incapable  of  gaining  a  Liveli- 
hood by  any  Sort  of  laborious  Bufinefs  at  Land;  and 
if  he  gets  into  any  Sort  of  eafy  Bufinefs,  fuch  as 
that  of  a  Shop-keeper  or  Alehoufe-keeper,  he  fcon 
becomes  unfit  for  the  Sea-Service.  Therefore,  we 
can  never  have  in  the  Country  any  greater  Number 
of  Seamen  than  are  in  almoft  conftant  Employment ; 
for  if  by  any  Accident  there  happens  to  be  a  greater 
Number  than  can  get  Emplovment,  moft  of  the  Su- 
pernumeraries muft  go  into  foreign  Service;  therefore, 
in  Time  of  Peace,  we  mould  always  have  in  the  Go- 
vernment's Service  fuch  a  Number  as  may  be  fufH- 
cient  for  carrying  on  a  War,  with  the  Addition  of  a 
fourth  or  a  fifth  Part  of  the  Number  ufually 
employed  in  carrying  on  our  Commerce,  Coafting- 
Trade,  and  Fisheries;  for  that  Proportion  they  may 
fupply  by  Landmen  or  young  Fellows,  without  en- 
dangering their  Ships;  but  no  Trading  VefTel  can 
fail  with  Safety,  if  me  has  above  a  fourth  or  fifth 
Part  of  her  ufual  Complement  that  are  not  able  and 
expert  Seamen;  and  confequently,  when  at  the 
Beginning  of  a  War  you  are  obliged  to  take  above 
that  Proportion  from  your  Tra.de,  you  not  only  bring 
it  into  Diftrefs,  but  many  of  our  Trading  Ships  into 
great  Danger. 

<  To  this  I  muft  add,  Sir,  that  as  every  War  muft 
necefiarily  increafe  the  Number  of  our  Seamen,  we 
Ihould  never  at  the  End  of  a  War  difcharge  a  great 
Number  at  once.;  for  by  fo  doing  we  force  a  great 
Number  of  our  Seamen  into  foreign  Service  :  Where- 
as, if  we  difrharge  them  by  Degrees,  and  detain  none 
in  the  public  Service  but  fuch  as  are  willing  to  re- 
main in  it,  Multitudes  by  little  and  little  get  into 
fome  Way  of  fupporting  themfeives  at  Land ;  fo  that 
in  a  few  Years  we  may  reduce  the  Number  in  the 
public  Service  to  that  which  in  Times  of  the  moft 
profound  Tranquillity  we  ought  to  keep  in  that  Ser- 
vice, 
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Anno  1749.  Vice,  without  laying  any  of  our  good  Seamen  under  3 
Neceffity  of  going  into  foreign  Service,  and  without 
giving  our  Seamen  in  general  a  Diftafte  to  the  Service 
of  the  Government;  which  two  Advantages  would 
furely  be  an  Equivalent  for  the  Expence  the  Public 
might  be  put  to,  by  keeping  for  two  or  three  Years 
a  greater  Number  of  Seamen  in  Pay  than  it  had  any 
neceflary  Occafion  for. 

'  With  regard  to  the  Land  Service,  Sir,  the  Cafe 
Is  very  different:  A  common  Fellow  taken  from  the 
Plough,  or  from  any  mechanical  Employment,  may 
in  two  or  three  Months,  or  at  leaft  after  the  firii 
Campaign,  make  as  good  a  Soldier  as  the  oldeft 
Veteran  5  and  when  the  War  is  over,  and  the  Regi- 
ment he  belongs  to  difbanded,  he  may  directly  return 
to,  and  get  a  Subfiftence  by  the  Bufinefs  he  was  bred 
up  to.  Therefore,  though  our  lifting  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Labourers  and  Mechanicks,  at  the  Beginning 
of  a  War,  may  raiie  the  Price  of  Wages,  it  can 
never  put  an  abfolute  Stop  to  any  Sort  of  Bufinefs 
carried  on  at  Land;  and  though  we  mould  at  the 
End  of  a  War  difband  a  great  Number  of  Soldiers  at 
once,  it  can  never  force  any  of  them  into  foreign 
Service;  for  though  it  would  prefently  reduce  the 
Price  of  Wages,  yet  as  this  would  increafe  the  Bufi- 
nefs, and  confequently  require  a  greater  Number  of 
Hands,  every  Soldier  fo  difbanded  might  get  a  Sub- 
fiftence by  the  Bufinefs  he  was  bred  to,  and  no  Man 
can  be  faid  to  be  forced  to  go  abroad,  if  it  be  any 
Way  in  his  Power  to  earn  a  Subfiftence  at  Home, 
However,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  approve  of  the  Method 
taken  fmce  the  End  of  the  laft  War,  to  give  Employ- 
ment to  many  of  our  difbanded  Soldiers  and  Seamen ? 
by  fending  a  Colony  to  Nova-Scotia.  I  only  wifh  it 
had  been  refolved  on  fooner;  and  I  hope  the  fame- 
Method  will  be  taken  at  the  End  of  every  future 
War ;  for  that  is  certainly  the  moft  proper  Time  for 
fending  out  a  new  Colony. 

€  What  I  have  hitherto  faid,  Sir,  was  upon  a  Sup- 
position that  we  have  at  prefent  a  reafonable  Profpecl: 
of  a  Jafting  Tranquillity:  What  fecret  Informations, 
our  Minifters  may  have,  I  do  not  know;  but  from, 
public  Appearances,  I  am  fure,  we  can  have  no  fuch 
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FrofpeA :  Nay>  I  am  afraid,  that  by  endeavouring  to  Ann»  1745, 
prolong  the  Peace,  we  fhall  accelerate  the  Neceility 
t>f  a  War.  During  the  late  long  Adminiflration  we 
fell  into  the  very  fame  fort  of  Error,  with  regard  to 
our  Difputes  with  Spain,  as  I  truly  prophefied  to  our 
then  chief  Minifier;  for  as  I  had  beeii  much  employed 
upon  the  Coafts  of  America,  I  was  defired  by  my  Friend 
Sir  John  Morris,  to  go  along  with  him  to  wait  on  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  to  him 
I  very  freely  declared  my  Opinion,  that  if  Reprifals 
had  been  irTued  upon  the  very  firft  Inftilt  that  had 
been  offered  to  us  by  the  Spaniards  in  A?nerica,  we 
ihould  have  had  no  War*  becaufe  they  would  have 
fubmitted  to  make  Reparation,  and  to  fuch  an  Expla- 
nation of  the  Treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two 
Nations,  as  would  have  prevented  any  future  Infult; 
but  that  the  Damages  were  then  fo  high,  and  they 
had  been  fo  long  in  PofTemon  of  the  Cuftom  of 
fearching  our  Ships  in  the  open  Seas,  that  I  believed 
an  open  War  would  be  the  immediate  Confequence 
of  Reprifals.  Soon  after  this,  Sir,  I  was  again 
ftationed  upon  the  Coarl  of  America,  and  was  at  New~ 
Tork  when  the  Orders  for  Reprifals  arrived:  I  re- 
ceived them  with  Joy,  and  refitted  my  Ship  wTith  the 
utmoft  Expedition;  but  when  I  was  juft  ready  to  put 
to  Sea,  Counter-Orders  arrived,  and  it  was  a  long 
Time  before  I  had  the  Satisfaction  to  receive  any  freOi 
Orders  either  for  Reprifals  or  Hostilities. 

c  Every  Gentleman  knows,  Sir,  what  afterwards 
enfued;  and  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  not  only  the 
Spaniards  but  the  French  too  continue  to  infult  us, 
and  to  incroach  upon  our  Rights  in  America,  not- 
withstanding the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  at  Aix-Li- 
Cbapelle.  I  fay,  continue,  Sir;  for  this  is  not  a 
new  Practice  in  either.  Before  the  late  War  the 
French  had  begun  their  Incroachments,  and  had 
carried  thern  on  without  any  Disturbance  from  us, 
till  the  late  War  happened,  upon  another  Account, 
between  the  two  Nations  :  I  with  v>re  Had  taken  the 
Opportunity  of  that  War,  to  disturb  them  a  little 
more  than  we  did  in  America;  for  long  before  the  War 
began,  they  had  begun  to  plant  the  Island  of  St. 
Lucia;  and  they  had  built  a  Fort  not  only  within  the1 
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Anno  1749.  Charter,  but  actually  within  the  Limits  of  the  Pro-*- 
vince  of  Neiv-Tork'y  of  which  the  Governor  of  that 
Province  gave  due  Notice  to  our  Minifters  here,  and 
defired  new  Inftruclions  upon  that  Head,  but  never 
to  this  Day  received  any;  fo  that  the  French  are  now 
in  quiet  Pofiefnon  of  that  Fort,  and  confequently  of 
a  Part  of  the  Province  of  New-York ;  and  I  am  told 
they  have  very  lately,  that  is,  fince  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace,  begun  to  build  another  at  the  Mouth  of  St, 
John's  River  in  Fundybay^  which  is  certainly  within 
the  ancient  Limits  of  Nova-Scotia ;  but  1  hope  proper 
Orders  have  already  been  fent  to  our  Governor  of 
Neva-Scotia  upon  this  Head;  for  it  is  much  eafier  to 
prevent  building  a  Fort  than  to  demolifh  it  after  it  is 
built;  and  if  we  are  afraid  that  the  preventing  of  it 
would  occafion  a  War,  we  have  much  more  Reafon 
to  fear  that  Confequence  from  our  demolifhing  it.  In 
all  fuch  Cafes  it  is  ridiculous  to  negotiate,  while 
they  are  fortifying:  A  Stop  to  the  Fortification  fhould 
be  the  previous  Article,  and  the  Article  fine  qua  non^ 
to  a  Negotiation;  and  this  fhould  be  an  exprefs 
Inftruction  always  given  to  every  Governor  we  fend 
to  America^  both  with  refpect  to  the  Continent,  and 
with  refpect  to  the  Neutral  Iflands  in  that  Part  of  the 
World. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Letters  of  Reprifal  at  Sea  too, 
our  Governors  in  the  Weft- Indies  ought  always,  Sir, 
to  be  furnifhed  with  a  Power  to  iffue  them  when  any 
manifeft  Injuftice  has  been  committed  in  that  Part  of 
the  World,  upon  the  Subjects  of  this  Nation,  by 
thofe  of  any  other.  The  Dutch  Governor  at  Curajfoa 
is  always  furnifhed  with  fuch  a  Power,  and  is  feldom 
overfcrupulous  in  the  Ufe  of  it,  by  which  Means  the 
Dutch  Ships  fail  about  their  lawful  Bufmefs  in  thofe 
Seas,  with  more  Safety  than  ours  have  done  for  marly 
Years;  for  the  more  quick  you  are  in  refenting  an 
Injury  or  Infult,  the  fewer  fuch  you  will  always  meet 
with ;  and  if  you  fhew  yourfelves  fo  much  afraid  of  a 
War,  as  to  delay  refenting  in  a  proper  and  peremptory 
Manner  the  firft  Infult  or  Incroachment,  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  a  War  will  be  the  Confequence 
of  the  firft  Revenge  you  take;  for  by  fuch  a  Delay 
you  not  only  give  thofe  you   have  to  deal  with  an 
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Opinion  of  your  Pufillanimity,  but  by  mbmitting  to    Anno  1-4-9. 
feveral  Infults  or  Incroachments,  you  throw  into  their 
Hands  a  Subject  they  think  worth  contending  for  by 
Force  of  Arms. 

c  Now,  Sir,  as  the  Spaniards,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, continue  their  Infults,  and  the  French  their 
Incroachments,  in  America^  I  have  reafon  to  fear, 
that  if  we  do  not  refolve  upon  a  very  fpeedy  and  vi- 
gorous Refentment,  an  open  War  will  be  the  certain 
Confequence,  unlefs  our  Minifters  are  refolved  to 
bear  with  all  the  Injuries  and  Indignities  that  can  be 
offered,  rather  than  hazard  an  open  Rupture,  which  I 
am  perfuaded  they  are  not;  and  therefore  I  cannot 
but  be  furprifed  at  the  Reduction  of  our  Naval  Force 
now  propofed;  for  if  we  mould  ifiue  Orders  for  Re- 
prifals,  or  for  demolifhing  the  French  Forts  within 
our  Limits  in  America,  or  upon  the  Iflands  belonging 
to  us  in  the  Weft-Indies,  furely  fuch  a  great  Diminu- 
tion of  our  Naval  Force  is  not  the  Way  to  prevent  a 
War's  being  the  Confequence  of  our  i  filling  fuch 
Orders;  and  I  hope  our  Minifters  do  not  think  of 
taking  a  whole  Year  for  negotiating,  while  the 
French  are  in  the  mean  Time  fortifying  themfelves  in 
our  Territories,  and  the  Spaniards  plundering  our 
Merchants  under  pretence  of  what  they  call  Contra- 
band-Goods. 

c  I  am  therefore,  Sir,  (o  far  from  thinking,  that 
the  Hopes  we  have  of  a  1  ailing  Tranquillity,  can  be 
a  fol-d  Foundation  for  our  difcharging  fuch  a  Number 
of  Seamen,  that,  I  belie\e,  our  difcharging  fuch  a 
Number  of  Seamen  as  we  have  lately  done,  and  now 
propofe  to  do,  will  contribute  towards  putting  a 
fpeedy  End  to  the  Tranquillity  we  now  enjoy,  by 
.encouraging  both  the  Fre?ich  and  Spaniards  to  continue 
their  Incroachments  and  Infults,  and  to  declare  War 
againft  us,  if  we  mould  begin  to  mew  a  proper  Re- 
fentment.  Our  Minifters  may,  if  they  pleafe,  con- 
tinue to  negotiate,  but  if  the  Spaniards  continue  to 
infult,  and  the  French  to  incroach,  the  People  will 
not  bear  ft  long;  and  from  the  Fate  of  their  Prede- 
CeiTor,  our  prefent  Minifters  may  learn,  that  the  moft 
pacific  Minifter  may  be  forced  into  a  War  by  a 
brave  and  injured  People.     If  this  fhould  be  the  I  flue, 
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Anno  1749.  which,  I  think,  it  probably  will,  we  fhall  then  to 
our  Coft,  though  I  hope  not  to  our  Ruin,  feel  the 
fatal  Effects  of  our  precipitate  Frugality,  in  dif- 
charging  fuch  a  Number  of  our  brave  Seamen  ;  but 
as  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  prefent  State  of  our 
Negotiations  either  at  the  Court  of  France  or  Spain^ 
and  as  my  Fears  proceed  only  from  public  Appear- 
ances, I  mail  not  conclude  with  any  Motion,  but 
with  a  Willi,  that  our  Minifters  may  not  allow  them- 
selves to  be  amufed  with  deceitful  Negotiations,  and 
thereby  led  into  a  falfe  or  ill-grounded  Security/ 

Lord  Baltimore,  Sir  John  Rufhout,  and  Admiral  Ver- 
non, fpoke  alfo  againft  the  Meafure,  and  to  the  fame 
Purport ;  but  as  no  Motion  was  made  for  a  greater 
Number  of  Seamen,  the  Number,  as  flrft  moved  for, 
was  agreed  to  without  a  Divifion. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1749,-  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  Houfe  would  on  Tuefday  then  next  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take 
into  Confideration  that  Part  of  his  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  Speech  which  related  to  the  National  Debt ; 
and  the  proper  Officer  was  ordered  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe;  an  Account  of  that  Part  of  the  National  Debt, 
which  carried  an  Intereft  or  Annuity  after  the  Rate  of 
4/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  as  it  ftood  at  the  Exchequer, 
at  Michaelmas ,   1749. 

Accordingly,  on  the  28th*  the  Houfe  having  re- 
folved itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee,  and  his  Majefty*s 
Speech  and  the  faid  Account  being  referred  to  the 
fame,  they  came  to  feveral  Refolutions,  which  were 
reported  next  Day,  and  being  with  feveral  Amend- 
ments agreed  to,  were  then  as  follows,  viz. 

1.  That  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  Bodies  politic  of 
corporate,  who  now  are.,  or  hereafter  may  be,  inte- 
refted  in,  or  intitled  unto  any  Part  of  the  National 
Debt,  redeemable  by  Law,  incurred  before  Michael- 
mas, 1749,  which  now  carries  an  Intereft  after  the 
Rate  of  4/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  and' who  fhall % 
on  or  before  the  28th  Day  of  February,  1749*  fub- 
fcribe  their  Names,  or  fighiry  their  Cohfent,  to  ac- 
cept of  an  Intereft  of  3/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  to" 
commence  from  the  25th  of  December,  1757,   fubjecl 
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to  the  fame  Provifoes,  Notices,  and  Claufes  of  Re-    Anno  1749. 

demption,  which  their  refpe£tive  Four  per  Cents,    are 

now  liable  to,  fhall  in  Lieu  of  their  prefent  Intereft, 

be  intitled  unto,  and  receive  an  Intereft.  of  4/.  per  Cent. 

to er  Annum  till  the  25th  Day  of  December,   1 7  50,  and 

from  and  after  the  faid  25th  Day  of  December,   1750, 

an  Intereii  oi  3  /.  10  J.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  until  the  faid 

25th  Day  of  December ;  175; ..  and  no  Part  of  the  fame, 

except  what  is  due  to  the  Eaji- India  Company,  fhall 

be  liable  to  be  redeemed  till  after  the  faid  25th  Day  of 

December ,   1757. 

2.  That  all  Executors,  Adminiftrators,  Guardians, 
2nd  Truftees  may  fubferibe  or  lignify  fuch  Confent, 
for  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  faid  Debt,  for  the  holding 
of  which  their  Names  are  made  ufe  of  refpeclively. 

3.  That  all  Duties,  Revenues,  and  Incomes,  which 
now  ftand  appropriated  to  the  Payment  of  the  faid 
Intereft  of  4/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  refpcdtively,  mail 
continue,  and  be  appropriated  and  applied  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  refpeclive  Intereft  of  4/.  per  Cent,  per  An- 
num, 3/.  10  s.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  and  3/.  per  Cent, 
per  Annum,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  fame  now  ftand 
appropriated  to  the  Payment  of  the  faid  4/.  per  Cent. 
per  Annum,  and  that  the  Surpluses  of  the  faid  Funds, 
after  the  faid  25th  Day  of  December,  1 750,  fhall  be 
made  Part  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  applied  in  the 
fame  Manner  as  the  SurplufTcs  of  the  faid  Funds  are 
now  applicable. 

4.  That  Books  be  opened  at  the  Receipt  of  his 
Majefty's  Exchequer,  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
South-Sea  Houfe,  for  receiving  the  faid  Subfcriptions 
or  Confent. 

Whereupon  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutions,  and  Mr.  Fane  and 
the  Lords-Commiilioners  and  two  Secretaries  of  the 
Treafury,  together  with  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Soli- 
citor-General, and  Sir  jfcbn  Barnard,  were  ordered  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame ;  and  it  was  ordered, 
that  for  the  immediate  taking  in  of  the  faid  Subfcrip- 
tions and  Confent,  Copies  of  the  faid  Refolutions 
mould  be  forthwith  tranfmitted  to  the  Auditor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  Eaji- India  and  Scuth-Sea  Companies, 
and  the   Bank  ;   and   that  they   mould  be    affixed  at 
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Aano  1749.    the  K-cyal-Exchange,  and  printed  in  the  London  Ga~ 

fv.  lIC. 

'  December  4,  the  Bill  was  pre  Tented  to  the  Houfe  by 
Mr.  Fane,  being  intitled,  A  Bill  for  reducing  the  federal 
Annuities,  which  now  carry  an  Inter  eft  after  the  Kate  of  ^  1. 
per  Cent,  per  Annum,  to  the  fever  al  Rates  of  Interefl 
therein  mentioned;  which  Bill  palled  through  the  feveral 
Forms  of  both  Houfes  without  Oppofition,  and  re- 
ceived the  Royal  AiTent  on  the  20th,  together  with 
the  Land-Tax  Bill,  and  four  Naturalization  Bills, 
And  though  the  three  great  Companies  at  firft  refufed 
to  fub;cr.:b'e  any  Part  of  their  Capital,  yet  by  far  the 
greater!  Part  of  the  Annuitants  fubferibed  their  re- 
fpedive  Annuities,  before  the  End  of  February,  in 
Purfuance  of  this  Act  5  therefore,  March  15,  the 
Houfe  ordered,  that  the  proper  Officers  fhould  lay 
before  them,  an  Account  of  what  Sums  had  been  fub- 
feribed at  their  refpeclive  Offices,  purfuant  to  this 
Act  j  and  thefe  Accounts  being  all  accordingly  pre- 
ferred to  the  Houfe  before  the  19th,  when  the  Order 
of  that  Day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf' 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider 
further  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majeity,  an  Inftrudtion  was  ordered  to 
the  faid  Committee,  that  they  fhould  confider  of  fuch 
Part  of  the  National  Debt,  carrying  an  Interefl  of 
4/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  incurred  before  Michael-mas, 
1.749,  redeemable  by  Law,  as  had  not  been  fubferibed, 
purfuant  to  the  faid  Act  j  and  the  faid  Accounts,  to- 
gether with  the  Account  of  the  National  Debt,  car- 
rying an  Interefl:  of  4/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  as  it 
(toed  at  Michaelmas,  1749,  being  referred  to  the  faid 
Committee,  as  fqon  as  the  Houfe  had  refolved  itfelf 
into  the  fame,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
from  the  Accounts  before  them,  took  Notice,  that 
belides  the  Debts  due  to  the  three' great  Companies  in 
their  corporate  Capacity,  there  was  not  above  eight 
or  nine  Millions  of  the  Public  Debts  carrying  the 
fcrefaid  Xntereit,  that  remained  unfubferibed,  and  con- 
sequently had  forfeited  the  Favour  dengned  them  by 
Parliament ;  but  as  many  of  thofe  had  been  milled  by 
evil  xAidvilers,  who  perhaps  defigned,  by  the  Advice 
rhey  gave,  to  difrrefs  the  Government,  rather  than  to 
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ferve  their  Friends ;    and   as   many  of  them   were   Anno  1749, 
Foreigners,  refiding  beyond  Seas,  who  had  not  Time 
to  advife  with,  and  give  proper  Inftru&ions  to  their 
Correfpondents   here ;  and  as  it  was  not  poffible  to 
diftingulfh  fuch  Nonfubfcribers  from  thofe  who,  out 
of  mere  Obftinacy,  or  Iil-will  to  the  Government, 
had  delayed  to  fubfcribe,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  thought 
cruel  to  take  the  moft  rigorous  Advantage  of  the  For- 
feiture they  had  made :  Then,  as  to  the  Proprietors 
of  "he  Stock  or  Capital  of  the  three  great  Companies, 
he  obferved,  that  many  of  them  would  willingly  have 
fubfcribed  their  Properties  within  the  Time  limited, 
but  were  necefiarily  concluded  by  the  Majority  upon 
the  Ballot,  and,  as  it  was  equally  impofrible  to  di- 
ftinguifh  who  were  for  or  againft  the  Queftion  upon 
the  Ballot,  he  thought,  that  even  the  Proprietors  of 
the  three  great  Companies  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with 
in  the  moft  rigorous  Manner.     For  thefe  Reafons  he 
was  of  Opinion,    that  a  further  Time  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  the  Companies,  and  the  oin fubfcribed  An-, 
nuities,  to  come  in  and  fubfcribe  their  feveral  Proper- 
ties ;  but  then  to  preferve   the  Authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Refpeel:  due  to  that  auguft  Affembly, 
they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  come  in  upon  the 
fame  Terms,  or  upon  Terms  as  good  as  thofe  allowed 
to  the  Annuitants  who  had  embraced  the  Propofals 
firft  offered  by  Parliament ;  therefore  he  would  pro- 
pofe,  that   a  further  Time  fhould  be  allowed   until 
May  30,  but  that  the   3/.  10  s.  per  Cent,  per  Annum 
fhould   not  be  continued    to   the  fecond   Subfcribers 
longer  than  till  December  25,  1755,  which,  he  thought, 
was  the  leaft  Refentment  the  Parliament  could  fhew 
againft  thofe  who  had  not  embraced  their  firft  Propo- 
fals ;  after  which  he  concluded  with  moving  the  firft 
Refolution  of  March  19,  above  mentioned. 

The  fecond,  third,  and  fourth  Refolutions  of  the 
fame  Day  were  afterwards  moved  for  and  agreed  to, 
and  would  have  concluded  this  Affair,  but  Mr.  At- 
torney-General very  feafonably  and  juftly  obferved, 
that  the  Capital  or  Fund  of  the  Eajl-India  Company 
confifted  of  4,200,000/.  that  for  3,200,000/.  of  this 
Capital  they  had  an  Annuity  of  4/.  per  Cent,  per  An- 
num^ and  for  the  other  Million  an  Annuity  of  3/.  per 
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4fi9Q  ^749.  Cent,  per  Annum,  but  that  by  a  Claufe  in  the  A&  of 
the  17th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  among  other  Things, 
for  ejlablljhing  an  Agreement  with  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany %  it  is  provided,  that  no  Part  of  the  former  (hall 
be  paid  off  without  paying  off*  a  proportional  Part  of 
theiatter,  and  confequently,  there  would  be  a  Doubt, 
whether,  by  the  Refolutions  they  had  come  to,  any 
Part  of  the  Eafi-lndia  Capital  could  be  paid  off,  be- 
caufe  none  of  the  Three  per  Cents,  could  by  thefe  Refo- 
lutions be  paid  off,  and  by  the  Provifo  he  had  men- 
tionedg  none  of '-the  Eaft- India  Four  per  Cents,  could  be 
paid  off,  without  paying  off  at  the  fame  Time  a  pro- 
portionable Part  of  their  Three  per  Cents. 

For  this  Reafon  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  next  Day  refoive  itfelf  again  into  the  fame 
Committee,  and  then  the  above-mentioned  Refolution 
pf  March  20  was  agreed  to3  which  being  reporteda 
and  agreed  to  the  next,  and  feveral  former  Refolutions 
read,  a  Bill  or  Bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
purfuant  thereto,  as  already  mentioned,  and  then  Mr. 
Speaker  was  ordered  forthwith  to  give  Notice,  that 
the  unfubiciibed  Annuities  of  1746,  and  Lottery  1747, 
not  fubfcribed  on  or  before  May  30  then  next,  mould 
be  paid  off,  "June  24,  1751.  That  the  unfubfcribed 
Annuities  of  1748,  not  fubfcribed  on  or  before  the 
faid  Day,  fhould  be  paid  off,  March  25,  J751.  That 
the  unfubfcribed  Plate-Annuities,  not  fubfcribed  be- 
fore the  faid  Day,  fhould  be  paid  off,  March  25,  1751. 
And,  that  the  Eajl-India  Company?s  Capital  of 
4,200,000/.  fhould  be  paid  off  as  follows,  viz, 
1,050,000/.  on  March  25,  1 751  ;  the  like  Sum  on 
fune  24,  1 75 1  ;  and  the  like  Sum,  September  29 ,  17513 
and  the  remaining  like  Sum,  December  25,  1751  ; 
urilefs  the  Sum  of  3,200,000/.  mould  be  fubfcribed 
on  or  before  the  30th  of  May  then  next,  And  on 
March  24,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he 
had  given,  in  Writing,  the  feveral  Nptices  above- 
mentioned. 

March  26,  Mr.  Weft  preferred  to  the  Houfe,  in 
Purfuance  of  the  Order  before  mentioned,  a  Bill  for 
giving  further  Time  to  the  Proprietors  of  Annuities* 
after  the  Rate  of  4/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  to  fubfcribe 
th.e  fame  as  in  the  Bill  mentioned,  and  for  redeeming 
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fuch  of  the  faid  Annuities,  as  mould  not  be  fo  fub-  Anno  ijggj 
fcribed.  Which  Bill  parted  through  both  Houfes 
without  any  Oppofition,  and  received  the  Royal  Af- 
ient  at  the  End  of  the  Seilion  -,  having  had  in  the 
Committee  fome  Claufes  added  to  it,  for  impowering 
the  Ea/i- India  Company,  in  Cafe  they  fub  fcribed  all 
their  Four  per  Cents,  to  borrow,  with  the  Confent  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  any  Sums  not  exceeding 
4,200,006/.  by  Sale  of  Annuities,  as  follows,  viz. 
3,200,000/.  after  the  feveral  Rates  of  Intereft  before 
propofed  to  be  paid  by  the  Public,  and  one  Million 
more  at  3/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum:  With  a  Power  to 
raife  Money  by  Bonds  as  formerly,  but  fo  as  the  whole 
Annuities  and  Bonds  fhould  not  exceed  what  they 
were  by  former  Adfcs  impowered  to  borrow. 

On  the  30th  of  November  the  Mutiny-Bill  was 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Secretary  at  War,  Sir  William 
Tonge,  Lord  Duplin,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Gore.  January 
19,  the  Houferefolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill,  when  a  Debate  hap- 
pened about  the  Words,  unlefs  thereto  required  by  A  el  of 
parliaments  at  the  End  of  the  Oath  of  Secrecy  j  for 
inftead  of  thefe  Words  it  was  moved  to  infert,  unlefs 
required  to  give  Evidence  thereof  as  a  JVitnefs,  by  a  Court 
of  Juftice  in  a  due  Courf  of  Law.  And  it  was  carried 
without  a  Diviiion,  in  Favour  of  the  Alteration  pro- 
pofed ;  the  chief  Speakers  for  the  Alteration  being  the 
Earl  of  Egmont,  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  Mr.  Attorney- 
General,  Mr.  Speaker,  Admiral  Vernon,  Mr.  Prowfe* 
Mr.  Nuge?it,  Mr.  Morion,  Dr.  Lee  and  Sir  Jobn-Hynde 
Cotton  ;  and  the  Speakers  againft  it,  being  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Secretary  at  War,  Lord 
George  Sackville,  Colonel  Conway,  and  Mr.  JVHiiam 
Pitt. 

On  the  23d,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  again  into  a 
Committee  on  the  faid  Bill,  when  another  Debate 
happened  ;  for  the  Ciaufe  enacting,  that  no  Officer  or 
Soldier,  acquitted  or  convicted  of  any  Offence,  fhould 
be  liable  to  be  tried  a  fecond  Time  for  the  fame  Of- 
fence, unlefs  in  Cafe  of  an  Appeal  from  a  Regiment 
to  a  General  Court-Martial,  being  read,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary at  War  propofed  adding  thefe  Words,  and  no 
Sentence  given   by  any  Court- Martial,  and  figned  by  the 
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Anno  1749.  Prefident,  pall  be  liable  to  be  revifed  more  than  once  j 
V— -^^~-«  whereupon  the  Earl  of  Egmont  moved,  by  Way  of 
Amendment  to  his  Motion,  to  leave  out  the  Words, 
more  than  once.  In  this  Debate,  befides  the  two  above 
mentioned,  the  chief  Speakers  were,  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Attorney- General,  Mr.  Soli- 
citor-General, Mr.  William  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Torke,  for  having  thofe  Words  ftand  Part  of  the  Mo- 
tion ;  and  the  chief  Speakers  againft  their  {landing 
Part  of  the  Motion  were,  the  Lord  Harley,  Mr.  An- 
drew Mitchell,  Mr.  Henly,  My.  Morton,  Col.  Madden, 
Dr.  Lee,  Mr.  Fazakerley,  Mr.  Nugent,  the  Lord  Strange, 
Colonel  Lyttleton,  Colonel  Leighton,  and  General  Ogle- 
thorpe. At  laft,  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the 
Words,  more  than  once,  ftand  Part  of  the  Motion,  it 
was,  upon  a  Divifion,  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  by 
177  to  125.  After  which  the  Motion  was  agreed  to  \ 
and  thus  the  Power  of  a  General  was  in  this  Refpecl: 
laid  under  a  Reftraint;  for  before,  he  might  have  or- 
dered a  Court-Martial  to  revife  their  Sentence  as  often 
as  he  had  pleafed,  and,  upon  that  Pretence,  might 
have  kept  a  Man  in  Confinement,  though  acquitted 
upon  a  fair  Trial. 

The  Bill  having  gQne  through  the  Committee,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  John  Morton,  Efq; 
moved  to  add  in  the  Amendment  to  the  Oath  of 
Secrecy,  the  Words,  by  either  Houfe  of  Parliament ; 
upon  which  Occafion  he  fpoke  to  the  following  Ef- 
fe&, 

<  Mr.  Speaker, 
jftba  Morton,       £  The  Amendment  made  by  the  Committee  to  the 
•  S*  Oath  now  under  our  Confideration5was  an  Amendment, 

which,  fo  far  as  it  went,  I  highly  approved  of  5  and 
I  was  glad  to  find  my  Opinion  fupported  by  fome  Gen- 
tlemen, whofe  Concurrence  I  in  all  always  be  proud 
of;  but  even  then  I  did  not  think  the  Amendment 
extenfive  enough.  However,  I  refolved  not  to  pro- 
pofe  any  further  Extenfion  of  it  at  that  Time,  becaufe 
I  was  apprehennVe  left  it  might  have  defeated  what  I 
then  aimed  at,  and  becaufe  I  knew,  that  a  further 
Amendment  might  be  propofed  upon  the  Report  from 
$hat  Committee.     I  fliall  therefore  now  beg  Leave  to 

obferya 
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qbferve  the  Impropriety  of  our  giving  a  greater  Power  Anno  i74§« 
to  the  Courts  below,  than  we  give  to,  or  referve  for, 
the  High  Court  of  Parliament.  By  the  Oath,  as  it 
now  ftands,  any  Member  of  a  Court-Martial  may  be 
obliged  by  any  of  the  Courts  in  Weftminfier-Hall^  to 
difclofe  or  difcover  the  Vote  or  Opinion  of  every  par- 
ticular Member  of  the  Court-Martial,  when  it  be- 
comes necefTary  to  have  a  Proof  thereof  in  any  Trial 
before  them.  But  if  a  Queftion  mould  arife  in  this 
or  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the  Pro- 
ceedings, or  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial,  no 
Member  thereof  could  be  defired,  much  lefs  required, 
to  difclofe  or  difcover  the  Vote  or  Opinion  of  any 
particular  Member  of  that  Court-Martial  -5  for,  fure- 
ly,  we  could  not  defire  a  Gentleman  to  make  fuch 
Difcovery,  when  he  is  bound  by  his  Oath  not  to  do 
fo,  unlefs  we  fhould  afTume  to  ourfelves  a  difpenfinff 
Power,  which,  I  hope,  no  Parliament,  nor  any  Court 
pr  Magiftrate  in  Great-Britain^  ever  will. 

'  I  confefs,  Sir,  I  was  always,  and  ftill  am,  againft 
the  whole  of  this  Oath  of  Secrecy.  It  is  an  Innova- 
tion lately  brought  into  our  military  Law ;  and  it  is 
an  Innovation  which  is  inconhftent  with  the  whole 
Tenor  of  our  Laws,  and  the  very  Spirit  of  our  Con- 
ftitution.  With  us  the  Courts  of  Juftice  have  always 
been  open,  and  the  Judges  thereof  have  delivered 
their  Opinions,  and  palled  Sentence  or  Judgment  in 
the  Face  of  the  World.  This  will  always  have  a 
good  Effect  in.  Favour  of  Jufcice;  for  let  Men  be 
never  fo  corrupt,  let  them  be  never  fo  abandoned, 
they  will  always  have  fome  Regard  for  their  Safety, 
if  not  for  their  Reputation;  and  will  be  cautious  of 
letting  the  People  know,  that  they  have  been  the 
Tools  of  Oppreffion,  and  the  Difpenfers  of  manifefi 
Injuftice.  But  if  we  once  begin  to  have  Sentence 
paiied  in  fecret,  and  under  an  Oath  of  Secrecy,  we 
jhali  foon  begin  to  have  the  whole  Trial  carried  on  in 
the  fame  Manner  ;  and  this  fmells  (o  itrong  of  the 
Court  of  Inquifition,  and  of  thofe  terrible  recluie 
Courts,  which  are  in  arbitrary  Governments  the  In- 
ftrumerits  of  Tyranny,  that  it  muff,  give  a  juft  Alarum. 
to  every  Gentleman,  who  has  a  Regard  for  our  Con- 
ftjtution,  or  the  Happinefs  of  Pofteritv. 

'  y  On 
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-Anno  1749.  c  One  of  the  Arguments  made  ufe  of,  Sir,  for  thi$ 
Oath  of  Secrecy,  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Argument 
in  its  Favour,  that  it  is  an  unanfwerable  Argument 
for  our  returning  to  the  Regulation  of  17 13,  by  which 
it  was  provided,  That  no  Punilhment  to  be  inflicted., 
by  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial,  mould  extend  to 
Life,  or  Limb ;  and,  with  Refpe£t  to  Commiflion- 
OfEcers,  I  think,  the  Reftraint  mould  be  carried  even 
to  that  of  corporal  Punifhment ;  for  that  of  break- 
ing, fufpending,  or  fining  a  Commiffion- Officer,-  is, 
I  think,  the  higheft  Punifhment  we  ought  to  allow  a 
Court-Martial  in  Time  of  Peace  to  inflict ;  and  in 
Time  of  War  we  have  no  Occafion  for  a  Mutiny- 
Bill,  becaufe  his  Majefty's  Prerogative  then  takes 
Place,  by  which  he  may  not  only  appoint  Courts- 
Martial,  but  may  furnim  them  with  fuch  Powers  as 
fee  thinks  neceiTary. 

-  c  When  I  thus  talk  of  the  Argument  brought  in 
Favour  of  this  Oath,  I  believe,  every  Gentleman  will 
fuppofe,  I  mean  that  by  which  it  is  faid,  that  as  Offi- 
cers depend  for  their  Preferment,  as  well  as  for  their 
Continuance  in  Commiilion,  upon  the  arbitrary  Will 
of  the  Crown,  or  rather  of  the  Prime  Minifter,  or 
General  for  the  Time  being,  they  may,  when  upon  a 
Court-Martial,  be  determined  by  the  Influence  of  that 
Minifter,  or  General,  to  acquit,  or  condemn  and 
punifn,  not  according  to  Juftice,  but  according  to 
his  Will  and  Pleafure.  This  they  allow  to  be  ^ 
Danger  that  ought  to  be  apprehended,  and  this 
Danger  they  pretend  to  obviate,  by  obliging  every 
Oflicer,  upon  Oath,  not  to  difclofe  the  Vote  or  Opi- 
nion of  any  particular  Member  of  the  Court-Martial. 
fc  In  the  firft  Part  of  this  Argument,  Sir,  I  mof| 
heartily  agree  with  thofe  Gentlemen  :  We  know  how 
liable  our  Common-Law  Judges  were  to  ministerial 
Influence,  when  their  Commiflions  depended  upon 
xninifterial  Pleafure ;  and,  therefore,  I  fhall  moft 
readily  allow,  that  the  Danger  fuggefted  by  thofe 
Gentlemen,  is  far  from  being  imaginary ;  but  I  can- 
not agree  in  the  I  aft  Part  of  their  Argument ;  for  I 
cannot  fuppofe,  that  this  Danger  will  be  in  the  lean: 
obviated  by  the  Oath  of  Secrecy  propofed.  We 
know  how'  little  an  Oath  is  regarded  by  Mankind, 
2  whe^ 
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when  it  happens  to  be  inconfiitent  with  their  Intereft%  Ar.no  1749. 
and  when  they  may  break  it  not  only  with  Impunity  " 
but  Advantage.  No  Officer  will,  therefore,  notwith- 
standing this  Oath,  fuppofe,  that  his  Way  of  voting 
at  a  Court-P\/[artial  can  be  hid  from  the  Crown,  or 
the  General,  or  Minifter  for  the  Time  being;  conie- 
quently,  the  Members  of  a  Court-Martial  will  ftill 
continue  to  be  under  the  fame  Influence  they  are  now. 
Nay,  I  think,  they  will  be  more  fo;  becaufe,  a§ 
their  Way  of  voting  will  by  this  Oath  be  kept  hid 
from  the  World,  they  will  with  the  more  Freedom 
abandon  themfelves  to  that  Influence,  and  Minifters, 
or  Generals,  will  with  the  lefs  Reftraint  make  ufe  of 
it.  At  prefent,  or  at  leaft  before  this  Oath  was  in- 
troduced, a  Man's  Way  of  voting  at  a  Court-Mar- 
tial was  publickiy  known ;  and  if  any  one  voted  a- 
fainft  what  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  Inclination  of  the 
/Unifier,  or  General,  and  was  afterwards  difmifled 
the  Service,  or  difappointed  in  his  Preferment,  the 
World  of  Courfe  fuppofed,  that  it  was  on  Account  of 
his  having  voted  according  to  Confcience,  which  was 
an  Imputation  that  a  wife  Minifter,  or  General, 
would  chufe  to  avoid  ;  but  no  Minifter,  or  General, 
can  now  be  in  Danger  of  any  fuch  Imputation,  and, 
therefore,  they  will  with  the  more  Freedom  difmiis, 
or  difappoint,  any  Officer  who  dares  to  vote^at  a 
Court-Martial  contrary  to  their  Direction. 

6  This  Argument  is,  therefore,  Sir,  what  may  be 
called  Argumentum  ad  Hominem,  for  reftraining  Courts- 
Martial,  in  Time  of  Peace,  from  inflicting  any 
Puniihment  extending  to  Life,  or  Limb,  but  can  be 
no  Argument  for  the  Oath  of  Secrecy  propofed  ;  and 
the  other  Argument,  that  it  will  prevent  Officers  be- 
ing expofed  to  the  Refentment  of  one  another,  for 
their  Way  of  voting  at  a  Court-Martial,  is  equally 
frivolous  :  Nay,  I  think  it  is  worfe  5  for  it  carries 
with  it  an  Imputation,  both  upon  the  Officers  of  our 
Army,  and  upon  our  Laws.  Can  we  {uppok,  that 
any  Officer  of  our  Army  would  be  afraid  of  doing; 
Juftice,  left  he  mould  thereby  incur  the  Refentment 
of  another  Officer  ?  Can  we  fuppofe,  that  our  Laws 
would  permit  any  Officer  to  (hew  the  leaft  Sign  of 
fuch  a  Refentment  with  Impunity :  This  is,  there- 
fore^ 
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Anno  1749.  fore,  forming  to  ourfelves  an  imaginary  Evil,  am! 
Cj  ^  _J  making  ufe  of  that  as  an  Argument  for  introducing  a 
real  Evil,  and  an  Evil  which  will  be  a  Precedent  for 
introducing  the  worft  of  all  Evils,  which  is  that  of  a 
fecret  and  arbitrary  Tribunal  5  for,  does  not  every 
Gentleman  fee,  that  both  this  and  the  former  Argu- 
ment are  equally  ftrong  for  keeping  fecret  the  whole 
Proceedings  of  a  Court-Martial  ?  And  having  once 
eftabliihed  fuch  a  fecret  military  Tribunal,  it  will  be 
a  Precedent  for  eftablifhing  fuch  fecret  Tribunals  in 
all  Trials  at  Common-Law.  May  it  not  be  faid, 
that  our  Common-Law  Judges  will  be  the  lefs  liable 
to  Influence,  the  more  fecret  their  Proceedings  are 
kept  ?  Do  not  we  know,  that  our  Common-Law 
Judges  are  liable  to  Refentment,  and  fome  have  actu- 
ally fuffered,  for  the  Decrees  they  have  made,  or  the 
Judgments  they  have  pronounced?  But  fuch  Argu- 
ments will  never,  I  hope,  prevail  with  us  to  ertablifh 
an  inquisitorial  Method  of  Proceeding  in  any  of  our 
Courts  at  Common-Law. 

'  But^  Sir,  as  I  am  not  to  oppofe  this  Oath  of 
Secrecy  in  general,  I  mould  not  have  taken  up  your 
Time  with  faying  fo  much  againil  it,  if  I  had  not 
thought  it  neceffary  for  inducing  Gentlemen  the  more 
.  readily  to  agree  to  the  Amendment  I  am  to  propofe  y 
for  if  there  be  no  evident  Neceffity  for  the  Oath  itfelf, 
there  is  the  lefs  Danger  in  any  Exception  that  may 
be  thought  proper  to  be  made  to  it.  The  Com- 
mittee have  already  introduced  one  Exception,  with 
Regard  to  Courts  of  Juftice  ;  and  as  we  feem  inclined 
to  agree  to  that  Exception,  it  will  look  extremely  odd* 
if  we  do  not  now  introduce  another,  with  Regard  to 
the  two  Houfes  .of  Parliament.  Is  it  impoflible  to 
fuppofe,  that  a  Court-Martial  may  behave  fo  as  to 
deferve  to  have  their  Proceedings  enquired  into,  and 
punifhed  by  Parliament  ?  Suppofethen,  that  a  Court- 
Martial  mould  make  itfelf  an  Instrument  of  Oppref- 
fion  in  the  Hands  of  an  arbitrary,  cruel,  and  tyranni- 
cal General ;  and  mould  by  his  Direction  proceed,  in 
an  arbitrary  Manner,  to  pafs  a  moft  unjuil  Sentence. 
Suppofe  fuch  a  Court-Martial  mould  condemn  a  Colo- 
nel to  be  mot  for  Mutiny,  becaufe  he  did  not  march 
at  the  Head  of  his  Reoimentv  according  to  his  G-ene- 

rai  s- 
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faPs  Orders,  to  prevent  our  affembling  in  this  Houfe.  Anno  174^ 
Would  not  fuch  a  Court-Martial  deferve  to  have  their  '—  -^~ J 
Conduct  enquired  into  and  punifhed  by  Parliament  ? 
But  how  fhould  we  enquire,  whom  could  we  punifh  ? 
We  might,  perhaps,  obtain  a  Proof  of  the  Sentence  ; 
but  we  could  have  no  Proof  as  to  thofe  that  agreed,  or 
difagreed  to  it ;  therefore,  we  muft  either  condemn  or 
acquit  by  the  Lump;  and  though  this  Sort  of  lumping 
Juftice  was  once  practifed  by  Parliament,  I  hope,  the 
Precedent  will  never  again  be  followed:  At  leaft,  I 
hope,  that  we  (hall  never,  by  a  Law  of  our  own, 
make  it  neceffary  for  us  to  follow  it. 

*  Suppofe  again,  Sir,  that  a  Court-Martial  mould 
by  their  Sentence  be  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  Privilege, 
iagainft  whom  could  the  Member  complain  who  had 
fuffered  by  that  Breach  ?  He  muft  complain  againft 
every  conftituent  Member  of  that  Court-Martial  ; 
and  fuppofmg  we  fhould  think  it  fuch  a  heinous  Breach 
of  Privilege,  as  to  deferve  a  Punifhment  fignally  fevere, 
we  muft  inflict  that  Punifhment  upon  every  one,  even 
though  twelve  of  the  five-and-twenty  conftituent  Mem- 
bers of  that  Court-Martial  had  voted  againft  the  Sen- 
tence, and,  confequently,  were  innocent  of  the  Crime ; 
for  by  the  Oath,  as  it  now  ftands,  we  fhall  render  it 
impoflible  for  the  innocent  to  make  their  Innocence 
appear.  Can  a  Britijh  Parliament  agree  to  any  Law, 
which  thus  confounds  the  innocent  with  the  guilty, 
and  renders  it  impoflible  to  punifh  the  latter,  without 
involving  the  former  in  the  fame  Sort  of  Punifhment  ? 
The  Injuftice  of  this  is  fo  manifeft,  that  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  even  thofe  who  think  this  Oath  of  Secrecy 
neceffary,  will  be  glad  of  any  Expedient  for  extri- 
cating them  out  of  this  Difficulty;  and,  therefore,  I 
fhall  conclude  with  moving,  That  after  the  Words, 
by  due  Courfe  of  Laic,  the  Words,  or  by  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  may  be  added  by  way  of  Amendment.' 

Henry   Fox,  Efq;  ftood  up,  and   fpoke  to  this  Ef- 

4  Mr.  Speaker, 
c  I  was  one  of  thofe  that  were  againft  the  Amend-K-nryFox  Ef^j 
ment  made  by  the  Committee,  and  I  was  againft  it, 
becaufe  I  thought  it  quite  unneceffary  3  for  I  fhall  always 
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uiho  1749.  be  againft.  making  an  unneceffary  Amendment  to  any 
Bill  brought  into  this  Houfe.  I  then  thought  it  un- 
neceffary, and  I  ftill  think  it  fo  ;  becaufe  I  cannot 
fuggeft  to  myfelf  a  Cafe  wherein  it  may  become  ne- 
ceffary  for  an  inferior  Court  of  Juftice  to  enquire  who 
voted  for  or  againft  any  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial ; 
and  if  the  Parliament  mould  ever  think  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  enquire  into  the  Proceedings  of  a  Court- 
Martial,  it  would  be  eafy  to  bring  in,  and  pafs  a  fhort 
Bill,  for  enabling  the  Officers  to  difclofe  the  Opinions 
of  the  feveral  Members  of  that  Court-Martial,  in 
Purfuance  of  the  Exception  contained  in  the  Oath, 
as  it  ftood  when  firft  brought  in.  This,  I  fay,  Sir, 
was,  this  is  ftill  my  Opinion,  but  I  fhall  always 
readily  fubmit,  when  I  find  the  Majority  of  this  Houfe 
to  be  of  a  contrary  Opinion  3  and  for  this  Reafon  I 
fhall  not  now  oppofe  our  agreeing  to  the  Amendment 
made  by  the  Committee  3  but  I  cannot  agree  to  any 
further  Amendment,  becaufe  I  forefee  that  it  would 
occafion  fuch  a  Number  of  others,  as  would  render 
the  Oath  quite  infignincant ;  which  may,  perhaps, 
be  the  Defign  of  thofe  who  are  againft  the  Oath  in 
general ;  but  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  differ  from  them  in. 
Opinion  ;  for,  I  think,  the  Oath,  as  it  now  Hands, 
can  be  attended  with  no  bad  Confequence,  and  will 
Certainly  prevent  feveral  Mifchiefs. 

'  As  to  the  Danger  fuggefted,  Sir,  that  this  Oath 
of  Secrecy  may  be  made  a  Precedent  for  introducing 
the  fame  Sort  of  Regulation,  with  regard  to  our  Courts 
of  Common  Law,  I  muft  think  it  altogether  chime- 
rical ;  for  the  Nature  of  the  Military  Law  is  fo  very 
different  from  that  of  the  Common  Law,  and  the 
Methods  of  Proceeding  in  Courts-Martial  are  necefla- 
rily  fo  very  different  from  thofe  in  our  Courts  at  Com- 
mon Law,  that  no  Regulation  in  the  one  cah  ever  be 
made  a  Precedent  for  any  Regulation  in  the  other,, 
And  as  this  is  the  only  Danger  I  have  ever  heard  fug- 
gefted,  I  think,  we  have  no  bad  Confequence  to  ap- 
prehend from  eftabliming  this  Oath  of  Secrecy,  with 
refpecl:  to  the  Vote  or  Opinion  of  the  feveral  Mem- 
bers of  a  Court-Martial ;  nor  is  this  without  Prece- 
dent, even  in  the  Proceedings  of  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament j  for  the  Members  of  both  are  bound  not  to* 
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difclofe  what  pa/Fes  in  the  Houfe;   and  though,  when    Anno  ijig. 

we  hear   Counfel  upon    any   Cafe,  or  any  Point 

Difpute,  we  throw  our  Doors  in  a  manner  open,  yet 

every  one  knows,  that  in  both  Houfes,  the  Doors  are 

fhut,    and   regularly   every  Stranger  excluded,    when 

we  come  to  argue  and  determine  the  Cafe  or  Point 

among  ourfelves. 

c  Now,  Sir,  with  Regard  to  the  Mifchiefs  that 
may  be  in  a  great  meafure  avoided  by  the  Oath  of  Se- 
crecy propofedj  I  muft  firft  obferve,  that  in  human 
Affairs  it  is  impoffible  to  avoid  every  Inconvenience^ 
every  Evil  :  All  that  human  Wifdom  can  do,  is  to 
chufe  the  leaft  Evil,  and  not  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  a 
great  Inconvenience  for  the  Sake  of  preventing  a  fmall 
.one.  After  having premifed  this,  I  mall  without  He- 
fitation  agree,  that  the  Judges  of  every  Court  ought 
to  be  made  as  independent  as  poflible.  With  Regard 
to  our  Common-Lav/  Judges,  we  have,  fmce  the 
happy  Revolution,  effected  this  as  much,  I  believe, 
as  the  Nature  of  Things  v/ill  admit.  But  with  Re- 
gard to  the  Judges  upon  a  Court-Martial,  it  is  im- 
poffible, it  would  be  absolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  very 
Nature  of  military  Service,  to  render  them  independ- 
ent of  the  Commander  in  Chief;  therefore  we  have 
Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  Vote  or  Opinion  of 
Gentlemen  in  a  Court-Martial  may  be  directed  by  the 
Influence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  when  he  re- 
folves  to  make  ufe  of  his  Influence  for  that  Purpofe. 
How  is  this  to  be  prevented  ?  No  Way  I  can  think 
of,  but  by  preventing  its  being  known  how  every  par- 
ticular Member  voted  ;  and  I  wifh  any  Gentleman 
could  fuggeft  a  more  effectual  Method  than  that  of  an 
Oath  of  Secrecy, 

c  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed,  Sir,  that  Gentlemen 
tonverfant  in  the  Law  fhcuid  be  of  Opinion,  that 
Mankind  in  general  are  regardlefs  of  an  Oath.  The 
Suggeftion  is  too  true,  I  believe,  in  all  Trials  at  Com- 
mon Law,  and  all  Difputes  about  private  Property  ; 
but  it  is  not  lb  with  the  Officers  of  the  Army.  They 
muff  have  a  little  more  Regard  to  their  Character  for 
Honour  as  well  as  Courage,  than  is  necedarv  in  com- 
mon Life;  and  when  the  Character  of  an  Informer  is 
tacked  to  Perjury,  they  muft  have  a  very  great  Regard 
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Anno  1749.  to  the  Oath  they  have  taken.  This  will  be  the  Cafe 
with  Regard  to  the  Oath  now  under  Confideration  : 
If  vny  Officer  mould,  notwithstanding  his  Oath,  dif- 
clofe  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  Vote  or  Opinion 
of  any  other  Officer  upon  a  Court-Martial,  he  would 
be  looked  on  not  only  as  a  perjured  Wretch,  but  alfo 
as  an  Informer  :  No  Gentleman  would  then  keep  him 
Company:  No  Officer  would  roll  with  him  j  by  which 
Means  he  muff  neceffarily  be  drove  out  of  the  Army. 
Therefore  it  is  evident,  that  Officers  not  only  may, 
but  will  depend  upon  their  Vote  or  Opinion  being 
kept  fecret  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  as  well  as 
every  one  elfe,  and  confequently,  will  not  be  fo  much 
under  his  Influence,  with  Regard  to  any  Vote  or  Opi- 
nion they  may  give  in  a  Court-Martial,  as  they  were 
before  this  Regulation  was  introduced. 

{  As  to  the  other  Mifchief  propofed  to  be  prevented 
by  this  Oath,  which  is  that  of  the  Heart-burnings  and 
Animofities  raifed  among  Officers,  when  their  Way 
of  voting  at  Courts-Martial  is  known,  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman miflook,  or  forgot  to  mention  the  worfr.  Con- 
fequence  of  thefe  Heart-burnings  and  Animofities. 
It  is  not,  Sir,  the  perfonal  Danger  to  which  Officers 
may  be  thereby  expofed,  but  it  is  the  Prejudice  it  may 
be  of  to  the  Service ;  for  wThen  there  is  not  a  cordial . 
Friendfhip  among  the  Officers  employed  in  the  fame 
Expedition,  or  upon  the  fame  Command,  it  often, 
occafions  a  Mifcarriage  or  Defeat.  But  even  that  of 
the  perfonal  Danger  which  Officers  are  expofed  to, 
deferves  our  Confideration,  and  ought  to  be  prevented 
as  far  as  poffible.  The  Cafe  of  Officers  giving  thei.j 
Opinion  in  a  Court-Martial,  and  that  of  a  Judge  de- 
livering, his  Opinion  from  the  Bench,  is  widely  dif- 
ferent. The  latter  may  never,  probably,  converfe,  or 
be  in  Company  with  any  Man  he  has  offended  by  that 
Opinion :  He  feldom  appears  but  in  a  Court  of  Juftice, 
qt  amongft  his  intimate  Friends  \  and,  confequently, 
cannot  be  much  expofed  to  the  Refentmentof  the  Man 
he  has  offended  ;  but  an  Officer  may  happen  the  very 
next  Day  to  be  in  Company,  perhaps  lent  upon  the 
tame  Command,  with  the  Man  againft  whom  he  voted 
+t  a  Court-Martial ;  and  though  fuchMan  may  not  feem 
io  fhew  any  Refentment  againft  him  on  that  Account, 
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he  may  pick  a  Quarrel  with  -him  upon  fome  other  Anno  1749, 
Account,  and  may  put  an  End  to  his  Life  in  a  Dud, 
without  its  being  poffible  even  for  a' Court-Martial  to 
determine,  that  the  Duel  proceeded  from  a  fecret  Re- 
fentment  of  what  the  Deceafed  had  done  at  a  Court- 
Martial  ;  from  whence  we  fee,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
prevent  the  fatal  Confequences  of  fuch  Heart-burnings 
and  A ni moii ties  among  Officers,  any  other  Way  than 
by  preventing  a  Difcovery  of  the  Vote  or  Opinion  of 
any  Officer  upon  a  Court-Martial ;  and  for  this  Pur- 
pofe  the  Oath  now  propofed,  if  it  ftands  as  it  now 
does,  will,  I  hope,  be  effectual. 

1  But  now,   Sir,  with  Regard  to  the  Amendment 
which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  pro- 
pofe,  I  muft   think  it  quite  unnecefiary,  becaufe,  in 
my  Opinion,  it  is  comprehended  in  the  Amendment 
made  by  the  Committee.     Is  not  the  High  Court  of 
Parliament  a  Court  of  Juftice  ?   Surely,  it  is  the  high- 
eft  Court  in   this  Kingdom ;  and,  I  hope,  it  will  al- 
ways be  a  Court  of  Juftice.     Suppofe  then  that  we 
fhould  think  it  neceftary  to  enquire  into  the  Conduct 
of  a  Court-Martial,  and  mould  be  of  Opinion,  that 
they  had  been  guilty  of  fome  high  Mifdemeanor,    for 
which  they  ought  to  be   punifhed  :   Our  Method  of 
Proceeding  muft  be  by  Impeachment  before  the  other 
Houfe  ;  and  in  that  Cafe,  is  not  the  other  Houfe  to  be 
deemed  a  Court  of  Juftice  ?   Can  we  then  think,  that 
any  Officer  would  be  bound  by  this  Oath,  as  it  now 
ftands,  not  to  difcover  the  Vote  or  Opinion  of  any 
Member  of  that  Court-Martial  ?  The  Cafe  is  to  me 
fo  clear,  that  I  wonder  any  one  mould  doubt  of  it  -y 
and  therefore  I  was  furprifed  to  hear  fuch  an  Amend- 
ment propofed  by  a   Gentleman,  who  was  not  only 
bred  to  the  Law,    but  has  a  very  extenfive  Know- 
ledge of  it. 

'  As  to  that  of  a  Breach  of  Privilege,  Sir,  I  do  not 
know  how  any  Court-Martial  can  be  guilty  of  it ;  for 
as  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  Property,  as  they 
take  no  Cognizance  of  any  thing  but  Crimes,  and  of 
no  Crimes  but  fuch  as  are  of  a  military  Nature,  their 
Jurisdiction  can  never,  I  think,  interfere  with  any 
known  Privilege  of  Parliament ;  for  I  do  not  know 
that  we  ever  claimed  any  Privilege  with  Regard  to 
'  D  2  Crimes ; 
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Anno  1749.  Crimes ;  and  therefore  any  of  our  Common-Law* 
%m000^r"r,mj  QourtS)  nav?  even  a  fingle  Juftice  of  Peace,  may* 
commit  a  Member  to  Prifon,  if  he  has  committed  a 
Murder,  or  been  guilty  pf  a  Riot;  and  this  he  may 
do  without  the  leafl  Danger  of  being  deemed  guilty  of 
a  Breach  of  Privilege.  For  the  fame  Reafon,  if  a 
Member  of  this  Houfe  be  an  OfBcer  in  the  Army, 
his  General  may  put  him  under  Arreft,  or  may  order 
him  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  without  being 
guilty  of  any  Breach  of  Privilege ;  for  if  it  were 
otherwife,  I  am  fure,  it  would  not  be  proper  that  any 
Officer  in  the  Army  mould  ever  be  chofen  a  Member 
of  this  Houfe,  or  any  Member  of  this  Houfe  preferred 
to  be  an  Officer  in  the  Army. 

c  With  Regard  to  a  Breach  of  Privilege  therefore^ 
Sir,  I  think  it  is  hardly  poffible  for  one  to  fuggeft  a 
Cafe  of  that  Kind,  where  it  might  become  neceffary 
for  us  to  enquire  into  the  Vote  or  Opinion  of  any 
particular  Member  of  a  Court-Martial ;  and  if  any 
fuch  extraordinary  Cafe  mould  ever  occur,  we  mould 
then  be  acting  in  our  judicative  Capacity,  as  much 
as  any  Court  of  Juftice  is,  when  it  enquires  into  and 
puniihes  a  Contempt  of  Court;  confequently,  no 
Officer  would  by  this  Oath  be  bound  up  from  dif- 
clofmg  to  us  the  Vote  or  Opinion  of  every  Member 
of  a  Court-Martial,  that  had  by  their  Sentence  com- 
mitted a  Breach  of  the  Privileges  of  this  Houfe.' 

Robert  Nugent^  Efq;  flood  up  next,  and  fpoke  in 
Subftance  thus. 

4  Mr.  -Speaker, 
Robert  Nugent,      c  As  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  endea- 
Efqs  voured  to  mew  the  NeceiHty,  or  at  leaft  the  Utility, 

of  this  modern  Oath  of  Secrecy,  and  as  I  think  it 
not  only  unneceflary  and  ufelefs,  but  dangerous,  I 
hope  I  mail  be  indulged  a  few  Words  in  Juftificatjori 
cf  my  Opinion.  As  to  the  Neceflity  of  this  Oath, 
we  have  an  Experience  of  above  fixty  Years  for  con- 
vincing us,  that  no  fuch  Thing  can  be  neceffary  for 
any  good  Purpofe.  I  hope,  I  may  fay,  without  de- 
rogating from  the  Character  of  any  of  our  prefent 
Generals,  that  King  IVrfliam,  and  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough,  knew  as  well  as  any  of  them,  what  was  ne- 
3  ceffary 
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ccflary  for  the  good  Government  of  an  Army ;  yet  Anno  1749. 
neither  of  them  ever  thought  of  introducing  fuch  an' 
Oath,  and  both  of  them  governed  our  Armies  as  well, 
and  triumphed,  at  leaft,  as  often  over  cfur  Enemies, 
as  any  General  of  this  Age  ever  did.  From  the  Ex- 
ample, therefore,  of  thefe  two  great  Generals,  I 
think,  I  have  fome  Reafon  to  conclude,  that  no  fuch 
Oath  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be  necefiary  for  the  good 
Government  of  the  Army. 

6  But,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  admire  the  Ingenuity  of 
the  Gentlemen,  who  firft  introduced,  and  now  fup- 
port  this  Oath,  under  the  fpecious  Pretence,  that  it 
will  render  our  Courts-Martial  more  independent, 
and,  confequently,  more  impartial.  If  there  were  any 
Truth  in  this  Pretence,  it  would  be  a  Sort  ©f  Im- 
peachment of  the  Wifdom  or  Uprightnefs  of  the  two 
Generals  I  have  named  ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  if  there 
were  none  other,  I  mould  be  apt  to  doubt  the  Truth 
of  it ;  but  for  many  Reafons  I  am  convinced,  that  it 
will  render  our  Courts-Martial  more  dependent  and 
more  partial  than  they  ever  were  heretofore.  I  mall 
readily  grant,  that  the  Officers  of  our  Army  have  al- 
ways hitherto  had  a  very  great  Regard  for  their  Cha- 
racter both  as  to  Honour  and  Courage,  and  while 
they  continue  to  have  this  Regard,  they  will  be  inde- 
pendent and  impartial  in  all  their  Proceedings  upon 
Courts-Martial,  as  long  as  thofe  Proceedings  are 
open  and  publickly  known ;  becaufe  a  Man  muft 
forfeit  his  Character  if  he  concurs  in  the  Condemna^ 
tion  of  an  innocent  Man,  or  the  Acquittal  of  a 
Rogue,  at  the  Inftigation  of  a  Commander  in  Chief; 
but  when  fuch  Proceedings  are  carried  on  in  fecret, 
and  no  Man  dare  tell  whether  he  concurred  or  no,  in 
fuch  an  unjuft  Sentence,  as  no  one  can  preferve  his 
Character  by  oppofmg  it,  every  one  will  endeavour  to 
recommend  himfelf  to  his  General  by  joining  in  it, 
and  to  others  every  one  will  pretend,  or  at  leaf!  infinu- 
ate,  that  he  oppofed  the  Sentence. 

4  I  fay,  Sir,  that  when  there  is  no  Character  to  be 
got  by  oppofmg,  and  the  Infamy  is  and  muft  be 
shared  by  every  Member  of  the  Court,  all  of  them, 
pr  at  ieaft  the  Majority,  will  always  be  ready  to  con- 
cur in  any  unjuft  Sentence  their  General  may  pleafe 
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Ann*  1749.  to  require ;  for  there  is  nothing  more  vain  than  t« 
imagine,  that  you  can,  by  any  Oath,  prevent  the 
General's  coming  at  the  Knowledge  how  every  Man 
voted  in  a  Court-Martial,  which  uiually  confiffs  of  a 
large  Number  of  Members,  when  he  lays  himfelf  out 
for  obtaining  fuch  a  Knowledge.  He  will  always,  in 
fuch  a  Number,  find  an  Informer,  and  the  more 
readily,  becaufe  it  will  be  impoihble  to  difcover  who 
was  his  Informer ;  therefore,  it  is  a  Miftake  to  fay, 
that  no  Man  can  give  fuch  Information,  without  in- 
curring the  Character  of  an  Informer,  as  well  as  a 
perjured  Wretch.  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  mull  fay, 
that  the  firft  Projector  of  this  Oath  had,  in  my  Opinion, 
a  fixed  Defign  to  give  to  every  Commander  in  Chief 
a  commanding  Influence  over  every  Court-Martial 
that  might  be  held  in  the  Army  under  his  Command  ; 
and  this  can  never  be  neceflary  for  ferving  any  good 
Purpofe,  but  may  be  neceffary  for  ferving  a  bad  one. 

6  Now,  Sir,  as  to  thofe  dangerous  Ammofities  and 
Heart-burnings,  which  are  faid  to  be  railed  among 
Officers,  by  its  being  known  how  they  voted  at 
Courts-Martial,  it  is  ftrange  that  no  fuch  Animoii- 
ties  or  Keart-burnings  were  ever  heard  of  in  our 
Army,  till  within  thefe  three  or  four  Years.  I  have 
converfed  with  many  old  Officers  in  our  Army,  and 
they  have  informed  me,  that  when  Gentlemen,  upon 
a  Ccurt-Martial,  behave  not  only  with  Juflice,  but 
with  Good-nature  and  Candour,  they  never  incur 
the  Ill-will,  even  of  thofe  who  fuffer  by  the  Sentence 
they  concurred  in  ;  and  that  a  Fellow  would  be  hooted 
6ut'  of  the  Army,  mould  he  ever  teftify  any  Refent- 
metit  againft  fuch  an  Officer.  I  am,  therefore,  apt 
to  fufpect,  that  fome  of  our  Courts-Martial  have  not 
of  late  behaved  as  they  ought  to  do ;  for  when  a  Man 
behaves  with  Infolence  in  Power  or  Office,  and  adds 
Injuftice  to  his  Infolence,  I  do  not  wonder  at  his 
meeting  with  Refentment,  or  fuffering  by  that  Re- 
fentment :  But  this  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Argument 
with  me  for  having  his  Behaviour  concealed,  that 
I  mould  be  for  having  it  printed  and  publiihed,  on 
Burpofe,  that  if  he  did  not  meet  with  a  jufr  Reward 
from  his  Superiors  in  Command,  which  he  ought  to 
iO)  he  might  meet  with  it  from  thofe  who  had  fuf- 
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fered  by  his  Injuftice,  or  been  provoked  by  his  Info- 
lence.  Anv  Scheme,  therefore,  for  concealing  any 
Part  of  the  Behaviour  of  fuch  Men,  I  muft  look  on 
as  a  Scheme  for  protecting  and  propagating  Infolence 
and  Injuftice  in  our  Army ;  and  as  this  would  drive 
every  Man  of  Honour  and  Spirit  out  of  it,  I  fhall 
always,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power,  oppofe  every 
ilich  Scheme. 

c  The  prefent,  I  admit,  Sir,  reaches  no  farther 
than  that  of  voting  in  a  Court-Martial ;  but  one  bad 
Precedent  generally  makes  Way  for  another  :  It  will 
be  eafy  to  flip  from  Voting  to  Proceeding  ;  and  though 
there  is  at  prefent  a  very  great  Difference  between  the 
Methods  of  Proceeding  in  Courts-Martial  and  Courts 
at  Common  Law,  if  Secrecy  be  once  introduced  into 
every  Part  of  the  former,  it  will  be  found  fo  fuitable 
to  arbitrary  Power,  that  no  Stone  will  be  left  unturned 
for  introducing  it  into  the  latter,  and  our  Army,  in 
mere  Revenge,  will  contribute  all  in  their  Power  to- 
wards that  fatal  Change  in  our  Constitution.  There- 
fore, even  thofe  Gentlemen  who  are  not  of  our  Army, 
nor  ever  defign  to  engage  in  it,  ought  to  be  cautious 
of  fubjecting  it  to  a  Court  of  Inquilition,  under  the 
cnfnaring  Pretence  of  rendering  Courts-Martial  more 
independent  and  impartial, 

6  But  I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  already  laid  this  Snare  fo 
Gpen,  that  no  Gentleman  can  be  caught  in  it.  I  mall 
grant,  that  from  the  Nature  of  military  Service,  it  is 
impoiTible  to  render  the  Judges  upon  a  Court-Martial 
quite  independent  of  their  General  in  Chief;  and 
therefore  there  are  but  two  Ways  for  preventing  their 
being  too  much  influenced  by  him  in  their  Judgments  : 
One  is,  by  their  voting  as  well  as  proceeding  in  the 
moil  public  Manner ;  for  then  fome  of  them  at  leaft, 
I  hope  moft  of  them,  will  be  afhamed  to  concur  in 
any  Act  of  manifeft  Injuftice  or  Oppreffion ;  and  the 
General  will  be  afraid  of  having  it  publickly  known, 
that  fuch  an  Act  was  the  Effect  of  his  Influence.  The 
other  is,  by  rendering  it  impoiTible  that  a  Man's  Way 
cf  voting  mould  be  known  to  any  one  but  himfelf ; 
and  as  this  is  fo  often  practifed  in  this  Houfe,  I  can- 
not comprehend  how  the  Hon.  Gentleman  came  not 
to  think  of  it.     When  I  fay  this,  every  Gentleman 
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JUjc  1749.  muft  fiippofe  I  mean,  that  all  voting  in  Courts-Martia? 
fliOLild  be  by  balloting.  This  would  effectually  con- 
ceal a  Man's  Way  of  voting  from  the  General  as  wel! 
as  the  Public  :  But  by  the  Method  prcpofed,  you 
will  conceal  it  from  the  Public,  to  whom  it  ought  to 
be  known,  and  you  will  at  the  fame  Time  reveal  it  to 
the  General,  to  whom  it  ought  never  to  be  known, 

<  Thefe,  I  fay,  Sir,  are  the  only  two  poffible  Me- 
thods for  preventing  the  too  great  Influence  of  a  Ge- 
neral upon  the  Judgment  of  a  Court-Martial.  "Which 
of  thefe  two  is  the  beft,  I  confefs,  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to 
determine ;  for  with  Pliny  I  may  afk,  ^uotocuique 
eade?n  honefcatls  cura  fecreio^  auce  palam  ?  And  I  am 
pretty  apt  to  join  in  Opinion  with  him,  that  Mulil 
Ja7nam^  '  confeieniiam  paiici  verentur.  By  the  Method  " 
we  have  chofen,  we  divert.  Men  of  ail  Concern  for 
their  Reputation,  .and  we  put  it  in  the  Power  of  a 
tyrannical  General,  or  Mihifter,  to  diveft.  them  of 
Confcience.  What  in  this  Cafe  can  be  expected  from 
sny  Court-Martial,  but  fuch  a  Sentence  as  they  may 
privately  be  directed  to  give  by  their  commanding  Offi- 
cer I  And  what  is  ftill  worfe,  we  are  going  to  put  it 
out  of  our  Power,  when  a  Sentence  flagrantly  unjuft 
and  oppreffiye  is  pafTed,  to  discriminate  the  Innocent 
from  the  Guilty;  for  though  the  Parliament  may,  and, 
I  hope,  always  will  act.  juftly,  yet  in  the  common 
Way  of  fpeaking5  neither  Houfe  is  ever  called  a  Court 

*  But  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  in  a  Law  Senfe  the  Words 
Court  of  Jujiice  comprehended  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, if  the  Plon.  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  lair,  in- 
tends that  they  mould  be  fo  underilood,  why  does  he 
oppofe.  adding  the  Words  prcpofed  ?  Does  Abundance 
of  the  Law  break  the  Law  ?  Is  it  not  necenary  to  add 
thofe  Words,  in  order  to  prevent  a  Doubt  which  might 
arife  in  the  Mind  of  an  Officer,  who  is  brought  to  be 
examined  before  us  ?  I  fhall  not  talk  of  an  Officer's 
Tendernefs  of  Confcience  ;  but,  I  hope,  I  may  talk 
of  his  Tendernefs  of  Honour ;  and  a  Man  who  is 
tender  of  his  Honour,  will  put  his  own  Senfe  on  the 
Words  of  every  Oath  he  takes,  and  will  die  rather 
than  do  or  fay  any  Thing  he  in  his  own  Mind  thinks, 
contrary  to  that  Senfe,    Suppofe  then.,  that  an  Officer 
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ikouM  tell  us,  that  as  he  never  fuppofed  this  Houfe  to  Anno  1749, 
he  a  Court  of  Juftice,  he  thought  himfelf  bound  by 
his  Oath  not  to  difclofe  to  us  how  any  Man  voted  at 
a  Court-Martial  of  which  he  was  a  Member.  Could 
we  with  any  Juftice  punifh  fuch  an  Officer  for  Con- 
tumacy ?  And  if  all  the  Officers  of  that  Court-Mar- 
tial were  of  the  fame  Opinion,  which  they  would 
probably  be,  could  we  proceed  in  any  fuch  Enquiry  ? 
At  leaft  we  could  not  diftinguifti  who  had  voted  for  or 
againft  that  unjuft  Sentence  5  and  an  inflamed  Houfe 
of  Commons  might  thus,  very  probably,  be  provoked 
to  pafs  a  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  againft  every 
Officer  who  had  the  Misfortune  of  being  a  Member 
of  that  Court-Martial,  Therefore,  to  prevent  any 
future  Enquiries  being  interrupted  by  fuch  a  Scruple, 
or  to  prevent  our  being  provoked,  and,  I  may  fay, 
compelled  to  punifh  the  Innocent  equally  with  the 
Guilty,  it  is  abfolutely  necefTary  to  add  the  Words 
now  moved  for. 

*  For  our  own  Sakes,  Sir,  and  for  the  Prefervation 
pf  our  Privileges,  we  ought  to  add  thefe  Words.  I 
was,  indeed,  furprifed  to  find  the  Imagination  of  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  fo  unfruitful,  that 
he  could  not  fuggeft  to  himfelf  any  one  Cafe,  wherein 
a  Ccurt-Martial  might  be  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  the 
Privileges  of  this  Houfe.  I  have  known  his  Imagi- 
nation much  more  fruitful  upon  other  Occafions.  Do 
not  we  all  remember,  that  a  famous  Court-Martial, 
but  a  few  Years  ago,  put  a  very  high  Indignity  upon 
one  of  the  Courts  in  Wejlmhifter-Hall^  for  which 
they  were  glad  to  make  a  moft  humble  Submiffion  ? 
And  may  not  an  ignorant  and  wrong-headed  Court- 
Martial  put  fuch  another  Indignity  upon  this  Houfe, 
or,  perhaps,  on  you,  Sir,  who  fo  worthily  and  fo 
honourably  fills  the  Chair  ?  I  wifh  Gentlemen  would 
be  a  little  more  cautious,  when  they  talk  of  the  Power 
of  Judges,  juftices  of  the  Peace,  or  commanding 
Officers,  over  the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  in  the 
Cafe  of  Crimes.  The  King  himfelf,  when  he  orders 
any  of  our  Members  to  be  taken  into  Cuftody  for  the_ 
higheft  of  all  Crimes,  Trcafcn,  always  takes  the  firft 
Opportunity  to  acquaint  us  with  it,  and  to  defire  our 
Leave  to  detain  him  in  Cuftody.     This,  it  is  true,  is 
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Una©  1749.  never  refufed,  when  there  is  no  Sufpicion  of  a  finiiter 
Ipi  -r1  ii  >  Defign ;  but  if  we  had  any  fuch  Sufpicion,  we  have  a 
Power  to  fend  our  Serjeant  for  our  Member,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  Caufe  of  his  Commitment,  and  to  de- 
clare it  a  Breach  of  Privilege,  if  no  fuificient  Caufe 
fhouid  be  made  appear  ;  and  I  would  advife  the  higheft 
General  that  ever  can  be  in  our  Army,  or  any  Court- 
Martial  we  can  ever  have,  to  be  cautious  of  confining 
an  Officer  who  is  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  unlefs 
there  be  fome  very  juft  and  very  urgent  Caufe ;  for 
without  fuch  a  Caufe  we  mould  deem  it  a  Breach  of 
Privilege,  and  would  punifh  it  accordingly. 

c  But,  Sir,  fuppofe  a  Court-Martial,  without  any 
iuft  Caufe,  mould  order  one  of  our  Members  to  be 
confined  in  the  Dungeon  of  the  Savoy  ^  merely,  per- 
haps, for  the  Sake  of  keeping  him  out  of  the  Houfe, 
when  their  General  was  in  Danger  of  having  a  Vote 
paiTed  againft  him  ;  and  fuppofe  the  Queftion  for  this 
Purpofe  fhouid  be  carried  in  the  Court-Martial  by  a 
Majority  but  of  one,  how  could  we  punifh  the 
Ouilty,  how  could  the  Innocent  clear  themfelves  ^ 
We  may  talk  of  our  being  a  Court  of  Juftice  in  Mat- 
ters of  Privilege  and  Election :  I  doubt  if  the  World 
thinks  fo :  I  am  fure,  we  do  not  acl:  as  fuch,  becaufe 
we  never  pretend  to  admit  an  Oath  to  any  Witnefs 
examined  upon  fuch  Ocean"  ons  ;  and  this  alone  is  fuf- 
iicient  for  raifing  a  Scruple  in  an  Officer's  Breaft, 
whether  he  be  at  Liberty  to  difclofe  to  us,  how  any 
Man  voted  in  a  Court-Martial,  which  had  committed 
fuch  a  heinous  Breach  of  Privilege, 

c  I  mall  therefore  conclude,  Sir,  with  cbferving, 
that  thofe  who  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  two  Houfes 
Cf  Parliament  are  not  comprehended  under  the  Words 
Court  of  Jvjiice,  mult  find  themfelves  under  a  Necef- 
flty  of  agreeing  to  the  Amendment  pr6pofed  ;  and 
thofe  who  think  that  they  are,  can  have  no  Reafon 
for  oppofmg  it ;  for  which  Reafon^  I  hope9  it  will  bs 
imanimoufly  agreed  to/ 

fcirdfiarriEgton.      The  next  Speech  was  made  by  Lord  Barringion  | 
the  Purport  of  which  was  as  follows, 
*  Mr.  Speaker, 
f  As  the  Queftion  now  before  us  Is  not?  whether 
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we  mall  agree  to  this  Oath  of  Secrecy  or  no,  but  Anno  1749. 
whether  or  no  we  fhall  agree  to  the  Amendment  pro- 
pofed  to  be  made  to  it,  I  mall  not  prefume  to  take  up 
your  Time  with  repeating  the  Arguments  in  its  Fa- 
vourr  or  anfwering  the  Objections  made  againft  it. 
All  I  fliall  fay  on  this  Head  is,  that  as  I  think  the 
Influence  of  fuperior  Officers  upon  their  Inferiors, 
who  happen  to  be  Members  of  a  Court-Martial,  ought 
to  be  prevented,  I  fhall  be  for  this  Oath  of  Secrecy 
until  I  hear  another  Method  for  the  fame  Purpofe  pro- 
pofed,  which  I  think  equally  practicable  and  more  ef- 
fectual. 

c  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Amendment  propofed,  I  am 
fo  fully  convinced,  that  under  the  Term  Court  of 
yuflice  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  are  comprehended, 
that  I  cannot  think  any  Man  will  ever  doubt  of  it;  and 
if  any  Man  fhould  put  his  own  Senfe  upon  the  Words 
of  an  Oath,  and  contumacioufly  infill  upon  that  being 
the  Senfe,  contrary  to  the  general  Opinion  of  Man- 
kind, I  muft  think,  he  would  deferve  to  be  punifhcd 
for  his  Obftinacy.  Nay,  farther,  I  fhould  look  upon 
him  as  one  of  thofe  who  voted  in  favour  of  the  unjuft 
Sentence  enquired  into,  and  his  making  ufe  of  that 
Pretence  for  not  anfwering,  I  fhould  confider  as  a 
Confeffion  of  his  Guilt.  Therefore,  I  muft  think 
the  Amendment  propofed  quite  unnecefTary ;  and  I 
am  againft  agreeing  to  it,  becaufe,  I  think,  it  would 
introduce  a  very  invidious  Diftinction  between  a  Court 
of  Juflice  and  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  as  if  neither 
Houfe  were  ever  to  be  called  a  Court  of  Juftice ;  when 
it  is  fo  evident,  that  each  has  in  fome  Refpects  a 
jurifdicfr've  as  well  as  a  legislative  Capacity;  and  we 
join  both  together  when  we  pals  an  Ael:  of  Attainder, 
cr  an  Act  for  inflicting  Pains  and  Penalties  upon  any 
Criminal. 

c  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  muft  be  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Oath,  as  it  ftands  now,  can  be  no  Bar  to  any 
future  Parliamentary  Enquiry,  nor  to  our  punifhing 
any  Court-Martial,  that  fhall  dare  to  be  guilty  of  a 
Breach  of  the  Privileges  of  this  Houfe.  But  at  the 
fame  Time  I  muft  obferve,  that  however  jealous  we 
pay  be  of  our  Privileges,  we  ought  not  to  mew  fuch 
$  Jealoufy  pf  thern^   as  may  encourage  any  of  our 
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A&so  1749.  Members,  who  happen  to  be  in  our  Army  or  Navya 
to  be  guilty  of  any  military  Crime ;  for  a  Gentleman's 
having  the  Honour  to  be  chofen  a  Member  of  this, 
Houfe,  no  Way  frees  him  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  a 
Court-Martial,  or  from  that  Duty  and  Subordination 
he  is  bound  to  as  an  Officer  in  our  Army  or  Navy,  (o 
far  as  it  is  confident  with  the  Duty  of  his  Service  in 
this  Houfe. 

6  Upon  this  Subject,  Sir,  I  lately  happened  to 
perufe  a  Cafe  which  I  think  very  appofite  to  the  pre- 
fent  Purpofe.  It  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Tor- 
rlngton,  who  was  taken  into  Cuftody  by  a  Warrant  of 
the  Privy-Council,  and  fent  to  the  Tower,  in  order 
to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  for  his  Behaviour  in 
the  Sea-Fight  with  the  French  off  Beachy-Head,  foon 
after  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  King  J-Villiam 
and  Queen  Mary .  As  he  was  a  Member  of  the  other 
Houfe,  as  foon  as  the  Parliament  met,  he  complained 
to  that  Houfe  of  his  Commitment,  and  claimed  his 
Privilege  as  a  Peer  of  the  Realm.  Their  Lordfhips 
cenfured  the  Order  of  Council  for  his  Commitment* 
as  not  having  been  legally  ifTued ;  but  after  calling 
for  and  perufmg  his  CommifSon,  they  declared,  that 
by  his  accepting  and  acting  under  that  Commiffion, 
he  gave  up  his  Privilege  of  being  tried  as  a  Peer,  for 
anv  Offences  committed  agamft  the  Act  of  the  13th 
of  Charles  II.  for  regulating  the  Navy,  and  was,  ac- 
cording to  the  Directions  of  the  faid  Act,  to  be  tried 
by  a  Court- Martial.  Accordingly,  he  was  foon  after 
tried  by  a  Court-Martial ;  and  though  the  Members 
of  that  Court  were  generally  none  of  his  Friends, 
and  the  Court- Intereft  was  ftrong  againft  him,  vet, 
to  the  Honour  of  that  Court,  as  well  as  his  own,  he 
was  unanimously  acquitted  of  every  Article  laid  to  his 
Charge. 

c  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  was  the  Behaviour  of  the  other. 
Houfe  upon  this  Occafion  ;  and  I  do  not  queftion  but 
that  this  Houfe  would  behave  in  the  fame  Manner,  if 
any  one  of  our  Members,  who  is  an  Officer  in  our 
Army  or  Navy,  fliould  complain  of  his  being  confined 
or  tried  by  a  Court- Martial  for  a  real  Breach  or  Neglect 
of  his  military  Duty.  We  might,  perhaps,  enquire 
{©  far  £S  to  be  convinced  of  his  having  been  guilty ; 

and 
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and  sts  there  is  nothing  in  this  Oath  that  could  ob-    Anno  1743. 
ftruct  that  Enquiry,  or  any  Enquiry  we  may  hereafter 
think   proper  to  make,  it  does,   in  my  Opinion,  not 
ftand  in  need  of  any  Amendment,5 

The  laft  who  fpoke  was   General  Oglethorpe  3  the 
Purport  of  his  Speech  was  as  follows. 
'«  Mr,  Speaker, 

*  I  am  furprifed  to  fee  fuch  an  Oppofition  made  to  General  0§I«i 
the  Amendment  propofed,  fince  every  Gentleman  that^01'^ 
has  fpoke  againit.  it  infifts,  that  the  Words,  as  they 
now  ftand^  will  include  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 
I  cannot,  Sir,  fufpect  fuch  Hon.  Gentlemen  of  In- 
fincerity ;  but  if  they  are  really  fmcere  in  the  Opinion 
they  profefs,  Complaifance  alone  to  a  Brother  Mem- 
ber mould  induce  them  to  agree  to  what  he  has  pro- 
pofed. Nay,  I  will  go  farther ;  I  will  fay,  that,  to 
avoid  the  Imputation  of  being  actuated  by  a  Spirit  of 
Perfecution,  they  fhould  agree  to  this  Amendment ; 
for  if  an  Officer,  upon  being  called  before  you  to  be 
examined,  mould  anfvver,  that  he  could  not  with  a 
fafe  Confrience,  or  ccnfiftently  with  his  own  Honour, 
call  it  which  you  will,  declare  how  he  or  any  other 
Member  of  a  Court-Martial  had  voted,  becaufe  of 
the  Oath  he  had  taken,  it  would  be  downright  Per- 
fecution to  prefume  fuch  a  Man  guilty,  becaufe  of 
fuch  Refufal,  and  to  punifh  him  as  one  who  had  con- 
curred in  an  oppreffive,  perhaps  a  treafonable  Sen- 
tence. I  fay  treafonable,  Sir;  for  according  to  the 
Law  of  Parliament,  there  may  be  Treafon  againft  the 
Conftitution  as  well  as  againft  the  Crown  ;  and  if  an 
Officer  mould,  by  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial, 
be  condemned  to  be  fhot  for  refufing  to  obey  Orders 
not  only  unlawful,  but  fuch  as  evidently  and  directly 
tended  to  the  Overthrow  of  our  Conftitution,  I  fhould, 
As  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  make  no  Scruple  to  vote. 
every  Officer,  who  had  concurred  in  that  Sentence, 
guilty  of  High-Treafon  ;  and  as  the  Exiftence  of  fuch,. 
a  Cafe  is  far  from  being  impoffible,  I  mail  never  give 
my  Confent  to  a  Law*  that  would  render  it  impoffible 
for  this  Houfe  to  difcover  who  had,  or  had  not,  con- 
curred in  fuch  a  Sentence,  which,  I  think,  would  be 

the 
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V,    ■■  v~- „,^  nient  propo  fed. 

4  I  fhall  be  cautious,  Sir,  of  faying  any  Thing  that 
may  give  Rife  to  a  Conteft  between  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament :    Every  Gentleman  ought,  I  think,  to  be 
extremely  cautious  in  this  Refpecl:  -,  but  then  we  ought 
to  be  equally  cautious  of  faying  any  Thing  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe,  or  that  may  be 
interpreted   as  a  Surrender  of   the  Privileges  of  the 
Commons   of   Great-Britain.     Did  we  ever  yet   ac- 
knowledge the  other  Houfe  as  a  Court  of  Juftice? 
The  High  Court  of  Parliament  is  a  Court  of  Juftice, 
and  the  higheft  Court  of  Juftice  in  the  Kingdom ; 
but  the  Parliament  confifts  of  two  Houfes,  and  neither 
Houfe  has  hitherto  acknowledged  the  other  as  a  Court 
of  Juftice.     Therefore,  to  prevent  a   future  Contefi: 
between  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,    we  mould 
agree  to  the  Amendment  propofed;  for  without  this 
Amendment,  fuch  a  Conteft  may  very  probably  be  the 
Confequence  of  the  Oath  now  under  Confideration. 
Suppole  the  other  Houfe  mould  think  fit  to  enquire 
into  the  Proceedings  of  fome  future  Court-Martial, 
and  fhould  commit  a  Member  of  that  Court-Martial 
for  not  declaring  before  them,  as  a  Court  of  Juftice, 
how  he  and  the  reft  voted  in  that  Court-Martial,  t 
believe,    this    Houfe  would   take  Notice    of   fuch    a 
Commitment,  and  would  determine  it  to  be  an  In- 
croachment  upon   the  Privileges  of  the   Commons. 
And,    on    the  other  Hand,    if  we  fhould   commit  a 
Member  of  a  Court-Martial  for  not  declaring  to  this 
Houfe,  as  a  Court  of  Juftice,  how  he  and  the  other 
Members    voted    in    that    Court-Martial,    the    other 
Houfe  would  probably  take  Notice  of  it,  and  might 
find  a  Method   for  bringing  the   Cafe  before  them, 
which  would  certainly  occafion  not  only  a  Conteft, 
but  a  Breach,  between  the  two  Houfes. 

4  Thus,  Sir,  any  Gentleman,  without  being  a 
Conjurer,  may  forefee,  that  the  Oath,  as'  it  now 
Hands,  may  probably  be  attended  with  moft  fatal 
Confequences ,  therefore,  if  this  Oath  of  Secrecy  be 
to  ftand  Part  of  this  Bill,  I  hope,  the  Amendment 
propofed  will  be  agreed  to.  But  I  confefs,  I,  am  a- 
gainft  the  Oath  itfelfj   for  I  thiuk  the  proceedings  of 
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all  Courts  of  Juftice  ought  to  be  in  the  moftopen  and  Anno  174$, 
public  Manner,  that  the  impartial  World  may  have  an 
Opportunity  to  judge  of  them,  and  that  the  Judges  may 
meet  with  that  general  Applaufe  or  Cenfure  they  may 
deferve,  which  the  Public,  when  fully  informed, 
will  always  iuflly  beftow.  A  good  and  an  upright 
Judge  will  never  defire  to  make  a  Secret  of  any  Part 
of  his  Proceedings  ;  but  a  wicked  one  certainly  will  5 
for  from  the  higheft  Authority  we  know,  who  they 
are  that  love  Darknefs  rather  than  Light ;  and  np, 
Man,  I  think,  that  has  a  due  Regard  for  that  Au- 
thority, can  ever  be  for  indulging  them  in  their  Choice. 

6  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I. am  againft  this  Oath  of 
Secrecy  in  general  ;  but  if  it  pafTes  without  this 
Amendment,  we  mall,  in  my  Opinion,  fhut  the 
Doors  of  this  Houfe  againft  that  Information  which 
we  ought  carefully  to  feek  after,  and  clofely  attend 
to  :  I  mean  the  Behaviour  and  Proceedings  of  Courts- 
Martial  ;  for  not  only  the  public  Service,  but  the 
Conftitution  and  Liberties  of  this  Country,  may  be 
deeply  affected  by  the  Behaviour  and  Proceedings  of 
fuch  Courts,  either  by  Sea  or  Land.  If  the  Mem- 
bers of  thbfe  Courts  fhould  once  come  to  be  more 
afraid  of  the  Refentment  of  their  General  or  Admiral, 
than  of  the  Refentment  of'  this  Houfe,  they  may 
manage  it  fo,  as  in  a  few  Years  to  let  that  General  or 
that  Admiral  above  the  Refentment  of  either  or  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament.  But  how  mall  we  make  our 
Refentment  terrible,  if  we  part  with  that  Power  which, 
alone  makes  it  terrible  ?  What  is  it  that  makes  the 
Refentment  of  this  Houfe  terrible  to  Evil-Doers  ?  It 
is  our  being  the  Grand  Inqueft  of  the  Nation.  Can 
we  perform  that  Function,  if  Men  are  tied  up  by  Oath, 
from  making  v.nj  Difcovery  ? 

c  I  (hall  grant,  Sir,  that  notwithstanding  this  Oath, 
we  may  have  a  Proof  of  the  Sentence,  and  of  fome 
Part  of  the  Proceedings,  becaufe  we  may  order  them. 
to  be  laid  before  us ;  and  from  thefe  we  may  be  con- 
vinced, that  every  interlocutory  Refolution,  as  well  as 
the  final  Sentence,  were  moft  unjuft  and  oppref- 
five,  or  of  the  moil  dangerous  Confequence  to  our 
Liberties  :  We  may  even,  vote  them  fo,  with  a  zismint 
contradicente  prefixed  to  our  Refolution  -}  but  this  would 

fem 
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Anno  1750=  ferve  only  to  bring  us  into  Contempt  with  the  People^. 
W— v*~— ■""'  as  well  as  the  Army ;  for  we  could  proceed  no  fur- 
ther :  We  could  neither  impeach,  nor  order  in  a  Bill 
of  Pains  and  Penalties,  without  fome  Proof,  as  to  the 
particular  Men  who  concurred  in  that  Sentence,  or  in 
thofe  Refolutions,  and  this  we  mail  effectually  debar 
ourfelves  of,  if  we  reject  the  Amendment  propofed ; 
for  by  the  Sentence  and  Refolutions  all  v/ould  appear 
to  have  concurred,  and  confequently  to  be  equally 
guilty ;  and  fuch  a  Court-Martial  would  certainly 
take  Care,  that,  when  they  came  to  vote,  there  mould 
be  no  By-ftanders  nor  LiftnerSo' 

Here  the  Debate  ended,  and  the  propofed  Amend- 
ment being  dropped,  there  was  no  Divifion. 

February  7,  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  Time,  and. 
after  feveral  Amendments  were  made  to  the  -  Bill, 
Colonel  George  Tozwnfbend  (now  Lord  ^Townjloend)  moved 
to  add  a  Claufe  by  Way  of  Rider,  for  preventing  any 
non-commiliion  Officer's  being  broke,  or  reduced 
into  the  Ranks,  or  any  Officer  or  Soldier's  being 
punifhed,  but  by  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial. 
Upon  this  there  was  a  long  Debate,  and  there  were, 
It  feems,  fome  non-commiffion  Officers  at  the  Door 
ready  to  declare,  that  they  had  been  broke  and  re- 
duced into  the  Ranks  without  any  Trial,  and  without 
having  been  guilty  of  any  Crime,  fo  far  as  they  knew  5 
but  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  call  them  in. 

In  this  Debate  Colonel  George  Townjhend  fp'oke  to 

the  following  Effect. 

c  Mr.  Speaker 5- 

G.  Townfhend,      '  I  believe,  every  Gentleman  will  admit,  that  one 

£%  of  the  great  Ends  of  our  fitting  here  is,  to  take  Care 

not  only  of  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Peo-: 

pie  in  general,  but  of  every  Man,  and  every  Set  of 

Men  in   particular ;  and  there  is  no  Set  of  Men  in 

the  Kingdom  whofe  Liberties  and  Properties  we  ought 

to  be  more  careful  of,  than  thofe  of  our  Soldiers  and 

Sailors,,  both  on  Account  of  their  diftinguiihedMerit. 

and  on  Account  of  the  Danger  accruing  from  their 

being  once  brought  into  a  State  of  Slavery;   for  if 

this  mould  ever  happen,  they  will  probably,  and  may 

eaiily,  enable  fome  future  ambitious  Prince  or  Prime- 
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Miniftef  to  bring  the  reft  of  their  Countrymen  into  Anno  i^jo„ 
the  fame  Condition  with  themfelves,  When  I  talk 
of  the  Liberty  and  Property  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors, 
I  do  not  mean,  that  they  fliould  be  exempted  from 
Military  Law,  or  a  Military  Jurisdiction;  for  that*, 
I  know,  is  inconfiftent  with  the  Service;  and  I  like- 
wife  know,  that  whilft  Courts-Martial  preferve  their 
Integrity,  a  Man's  Liberty  and  Property  is  as  fafe 
tinder  their  Jurifdi&ion,  as  under  the  Jurifdiction  of 
Common  Law.  He  knows  the  Laws,  he  knows 
the  Methods  by  which  he  is  to  be  tried;  and  by  a 
careful  Obfervance  of  his  Duty,  he  may  prevent  his 
being  ever  in  danger  of  fuffering  by  their  Sentence* 
What  I  mean.  Sir,  is  a  Man's  being  fubje&ed  to  the 
arbitrary  Will  and  Pleafure  of  his  Commanding 
Officer,  and  unavoidably  expofed  to  the  Danger  of 
fuffering  in  his  Perfon  or  Property,  by  the  whimfical 
and  unmerited  Refentment  of  fuch  Officer;  for  a 
Man  in  thefe  Circumftances  may  truly  be  faid  to  be  a 
Slave,  and  very  often  fufFers  for  what  he  ought  to  be 
rewarded. 

*  When  I  talk  of  the  Properties  of  Soldiers-,  Gen- 
tlemen may  perhaps,  Sir,  make  themfelves  merry 
with  what  I  fay;  for  I  fhall  allow,  that  very  few  of 
them  can  ever  arrive  at  any  Property;  but  I  hope,  i.t 
will  be  granted,  that  every  Officer,  commiffioned  or 
non-commiffioned,  has  fome  Property.  His  Office 
or  Rank  is  his  Property,  as  well  as  the  Pay  which 
belongs  to  it;  and  it  is  a  Property,  which  we  are  to 
fuppofe,  he  has  purchafed  by  his  Service.  I  fhali 
admit  that  this  is  not  always  the  Purchafe ;  for  in  the 
Army,  as  well  as  in  other  Departments,  Men  are 
fometimes  preferred  for  what  they  ought  to  be 
cafhiered';  and  fome,  I  believe,  especially  of  the 
non-commiffioned  Officers,  are  raifed  (as  one  Officer 
v/ittily  faid  t6  another,  who  had  a  hanclfome  Wife) 
not  by  the  Sword  but  the  Scabbard.  But  in  general* 
1  hope,  we  may  fuppofe,  that  no  Officer,  not  even 
a  Corporal,  obtains  his  Preferment  but  by  the  Merit 
of  his -Service,  and  that  I  rnuft  reckon  a  much  more 
Valuable  Confederation,  at  leaf!  with  regard  to  the 
Public,  than  if  he  had  bought  it  at  the  higher! 
Price  with  his  Money.     An   Officer's  Rank  in  the 
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on  as  his  Property;  and  this  Houfe  ought  to  takd 
Care,  that  no  Man  fhould  be  ftript  of  his  Property, 
unlefs  he  has  been  guilty  of  fome  very  great  Crime, 
or  fome  heinous  Neglect  of  Duty. 

c-  But,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Staff- Officers,  I  do 
not  know  how  a  Cuftom  has  prevailed  in  the  Army, 
that  they  are  at  the  abfolute  Difpofal  of  the  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment,  and  that  he  may,  whenever  he 
pleafes,  degrade  them  of  the  Preferment  they  have 
thus  purchafed,  and  reduce  them  into  the  Ranks, 
that  is,  reduce  them  again  to  the  State  and  Condition 
of  a  common  Soldier.  When  this  Cuftom  was  nrfl 
introduced,  I  cannot  determine;  but  I  think  it  was 
never  eftablifhed  by  any  Article  of  War,  before  th<* 
Year  1747,  when  our  ufual  Articles  of  War  under- 
went many  and  great  Alterations,  moft  of  which 
were  unnecefiary  even  for  the  ftri<£teft  Difcipline,  and 
could  ferve  no  Purpofe  but  that  of  vefting  an  abfolute 
and  defpotic  Power  in  the  chief  Commander  of  our 
Army.  In  that  remarkable  Year,  indeed,  this 
Power  of  a  Colonel's  reducing  a  non-commiffioned 
Officer  to  a  private  Centinel,  by  his  fole  and  abfolute 
Authority,  was  flipt  into  our  Articles  ,of  War,  and 
now  ftands,  I  think,  in  the  16th  Article  of  the 
15th  Section j  relating  to  the  Adrninijlration  of  Jujiice; 
which  provides,  that  no  commiffioned  Officer  fhall 
be  cafhiered,  or  difmiiTed  the  Service,  except  by  his 
Majefty's  Order,  or  by  the  Sentence  of  a  general 
Court-Martial,  approved  by  him,  or  the  Commander 
in  Chief  appointed  by  him;  but  that  non-com- 
miffioned  Officers  may  be  difcharged  as  private 
Soldiers,  and  may,  by  the  Order  of  the  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment,  or  by  the  Sentence  of  a  Regimental  Court- 
Martial,  be  reduced  to  private  Centinels. 

f  Now,  Sir,  this  is  rezllj  granting  to  the  Colonel 
a  more  arbitrary  and  greater  Power  over  the  Staff- 
Officers  in  his  Regiment,  than  his  Majefty  has  over 
the  commiffioned  Officers  in  his  Army;  for  though 
his  Majefty  may  caihier  fuch  an  Officer  by  his  fole 
Authority,  he  cannot  reduce  him  to  a  private  Cen- 
tinel. If  any  fuch  Officer  be  cafhiered,  he  is  abfo- 
lutely  difmiiTed  the  Service,  and  may  betake  himfelf 
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Service;  but  if  a  Colonel  takes  a  Diflike,  however 
whimfical,  however  unjuft,  to  any  Staff-Officer  in 
his  Pvegiment^  he  may  reduce  him  to  a  private 
Centinel,  and  oblige  him  to  ferve,  perhaps  during  the 
reft  of  his  Days,  as  a  common  Soldier,  in  that  very 
Regiment  where  he  once  had  a  Command;  which  is 
certainly  a  more  fevere  Punifhment  than  that  of  dis- 
charging him  from  the  Service.  And  though  a 
Serjeant  or  Corporal  of  Foot  be  commonly  reckoned 
But  a  mean  Employment,  I  muft  obferve,  that  ® 
Quarter-Mafter  of  Dragoons  is  but  a  Staff-Officer, 
and  yet  it  is  a  Poft  that  I  have  known  fold  for  400 
Guineas,  and  a  Poft.  that  no  Gentleman,  hot  other- 
wife  provided  for,  would  difdain  to  accept  of. 

.'  From  hence  we  may  fee,  Sir,  what  a  dependent 
flavifh  State  all  the  non-commifnoned  Officers  of  our 
Army  are  in:  Is  it  proper  that  any  Britijh  Subje&j 
efpecially  thofe  of  our  Army,  fhould  be  continued 
in  fuch  a  flavim  State?  Is  it  neceffary  for  the  Serviced 
If  any  non-commiffioned  Officer  fhould  really  be 
guilty  of  any  Crime,  any  Neglect  of  Duty,  cr  any 
Difrefpecl  towards  his  Colonel,  can  we  fuppbie,  that 
a  Regimental  Court-Martial  would  not  puniih  hini 
as  feverely  as  he  deferved  ?  Why  then  leave,  iri  the 
Colonel  of  a  Regiment,  fuch  an  abfolute  and 
arbitrary  Power  over  that  Property,  which  Men  ftav(s 
purchafed  by  their  Merit  in  the  Service  of  their 
Country?  But,  Sir,  it  is  not  only  the  Property  of 
fuch  Officers,  but  their  Ferfons,  and  the  Perfoh  of 
every  Soldier  in  tlie  Army,  that  by  Cuftom  are  in 
fome  meafure  under  the  arbitrary  Power  of  the  com- 
manding Officer,  or  at  leaft.  of  the  CcmmanoVr  in 
Chief  of  an  Army.  I  do  not  fay,  that  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  can  by  Cuftom  order  a  Staff-Officer 
or  Soldier  to  be  put  to  Death,  or  difmembered,  withi 
out  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial;  but  without 
any  fuch  Sentence  they  have  fometimes  been  very 
feverely  punifhed;  and  this  is  a  Power  which  Ought 
not  to  be  trufted,  I  think,  with  any  Man  wh'atfoever, 
efpecially  as  the  Offender  may  be  immediately  con- 
fined, and  very  quickly  brought  before  a  Court- 
Martial, 
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Anno  1750.  %  What  is  the  End  of  Punishment,  Sir?  Not 
merely  Refentment  or  Revenge,  I  hope :  Is  it  not,' 
ought  it  not  always  to  be  inflicted  as  an  Example  and  a 
Terror,  for  preventing  others  from  being  guilty  of 
the  like  Offence?  How  can  it  anfwer  this  End,  when 
the  Offence  is  not  publickly  and  certainly  known? 
Is  not  this  always  the  Cafe,  when  it  is  inflicted  by 
the  fole  arbitrary  Authority  of  the  Colonel,  or  Com- 
mander in  Chief?  He  may  publifh  his  Reafon  for 
punifhing,  and  he  may  affign  a  juftifiable  Reafon; 
but  Mankind  generally  and  rightly  embrace  the 
Maxim,  that  every  Man  ought  to  be  prefumed  inno- 
cent till  he  is  proved  guilty.  The  Army  will  there- 
fore reafon  thus  with  themfelves :  If  this  was  the 
true  Reafon,  why  was  not  the  Man  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial  ?  Why  was  not  the  Fact  there  proved  againft 
himr  They  Will  therefore  conclude,  that  the  Reafon 
affigned  was  not  the  true  Reafon;  and  they  will 
probably  fuppofe  a  Reafon  not  much  to  the  Honour 
of  him  who  ordered  the  Punifhment  to  be  inflicted,, 
Thus,  Sir,  a  Colonel  or  a  commanding  Officer 
fliould,  for  the  Sake  of  his  own  Character,  as  wrell 
as  for  the  Sake  of  Example,  never  order  any  Punifh- 
ment to  be  inflicted,  efpecially  that  of  reducing  a 
Staff-Officer  to  a  Centinel,  but  by  the  Sentence  of  a 
Court-Marti  al. 

£  Let  us  conflder,  Sir,  that  the  Succefs  of  our 
Armies,  in  Time  of  War,  depends  as  much  upon  the 
Bravery  of  our  common  Soldiers,  as  upon  the 
Bravery  and  Conduct  of  our  Officers;  and  that  it  is 
this  alone  which  makes  our  Troops  fuperior  to  any 
equal  Number  of  thofe  of  France;  for  without  being 
accufed  of  Difrefpect,  I  believe,  I  may  fay,  that  the 
French  Oificers  are  equal  to  our  own  both  in  Conduct 
and  Courage.  For  this  Reafon  we  fhouid  take  Care 
not  to  depreciate  that  which  is  the  chief  Incitement 
Jo  Bravery  in  our  common  Men.  What  is  this  In- 
citement? An  Halbert,  Sir,,  is  almoft  the  only 
Reward,  the  higheft  Preferment,  that  a  common  Sol- 
dier can  expect.  While  this  continues  dependent 
upon  the  mere  Whim  of  a  Colonel,  can  it  be  fuch 
an  Incitement  as  it  would  be,  were  a  Man  infured  of 
holding  it  during  Life,  unlefs  juilly  deprived  of  it  by 

a  fair 
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A  fair  Trial  before  a  Court-Martial,  for  fome  heinous 
Crime  or  Neglect  of  Duty? 

4  Befides,  Sir,  I  think,  that  for  the  Safety  of  the 
commiffioned  Officers  in  our  Army,  this  Power 
which  the  Colonel  has  over  the  Staff-Officers  of  his 
Regiment  ought  to  be  abridged.  Suppofe  a  Colonel 
fhould  conceive  a  Pique  againft  fome  Captain  in  his 
Regiment,  and  fhould  bring  him  to  be  tried  by  a 
Court-Martial  for  fome  pretended  military  Crime, 
which  might  affect  his  Honour,  if  not  his  Life: 
The  Witnefles  againft  him  would  probably  be  two 
or  three  Serjeants  or  Corporals  of  the  fame  Regiment; 
and  when  they  know  that  they  muft  either  fwear 
againft  the  Captain  accufed,  or  be  reduced  to  private 
Centinels,  and  obliged  to  ferve  for  ever  after  as  com- 
mon Soldiers  in  the  Regiment,  could  fuch  a  Captain 
depend  upon  his  Innocence?  Could  he  expect  that 
the  Crime  would  not  be  fully  proved  againft  him  ? 

c  This  is  therefore,  Sir,  a  Power,  which  may  be 
of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  every  Officer 
in  our  Army,  beiow  the  Rank  of  a  Colonel  -,  and  if 
we  add  to  this,  the  Power  afTumed  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  to  inflict  fevere  Punifhments  by  his  folc 
Authority,  we  muft  admit,  that  all  the  Staff- Officers 
and  Soldiers  of  our  Army  are  in  a  more  flavifh  Sub- 
jection than  this  Houfe  ought  to  endure  any  innocent 
Briiijh  Subject  to  be  in.  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I 
have  prepared  a  Claufe  to  be  added  by  Way  of  Rider 
to  the  Bill  now  before  you,  for  providing,  that  no 
non-commiffion  Officer  mail  be  cafhiered  or  reduced 
to  a  private  Centinel;  and  that  no  Officer  or  Soldier 
fhall  be  punifned,  but  by  the  Sentence  of  a  Court- 
Martial  ;  therefore  I  (hall  conclude  with  moving;  for 

T  • 

Leave  to  bring  it  up.5 

■  This   Motion    being    fecended,    and    the    Claufe 
brought  up  and  read,  Colonel  Comvay  (now  General) 
ftood  up  and  fpoke  in  Subftance  as  follows. 
6  Mr.  Speaker, 
c  1  hope,  I  have  as  great  a  P^egard  to  the  Liberties  Col.  Conway 
and  Properties  of  the   Subject  as    any  Gentleman  in 
this    Houfe  j     but  I   think,    that    the  Liberties    and 
properties,  '  and  even  the  Religion  of  the  People  of 

E  3.  this 
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$rtw  1730.  this  Kingdom,  depend  upon  our  preferving  a  ftri& 
Difcipline  in  our  Army;  and  therefore  I  mall  always 
be  extremely  cautious  of  introducing  any  new  Regula- 
tion, or  aboliihing  any  old  Cuftom  relating  to  our 
Army.  The  Power  which  the  Colonel  has  over  the 
Serjeants  and  Corporals  of  his  Regiment,  I  mean 
the  Power  of  creating  and  reducing  them  whenever 
he  pleafes,  is.  a  Power  coeval  with  our  Army;  and 
while  we  have  an  Army,  I  think,  it  is  neceffary  that 
it  fhould  fubfift.  In  advancing  a  common  Soldier  to 
be  a  Corporal,  or  a  Corporal  to  be  a  Serjeant,  the 
Colonel  generally  takes  the  Advice  of  the  Captain,  in 
whofe  Company  fuch.  Serjeant  or  Corporal  is  wanted; 
and  a  Man's  Knowledge  of  the  Exercife,  his  Diligence 
in  performing  his  Duty,  and  his  Bravery,  are  the 
Qualifications  that  ufually  recommend  a  common 
Soldier  to  be  a  Corporal,  or  a  Corporal  a  Serjeant. 
But  there  are  likewife  other  Qualifications  neceffary, 
and  Qualifications  that  cannot  be  known  till  a  Man 
comes  to  be  tried;  therefore  both  the  Colonel  and 
Captain  are  often  miftaken  in  their  Man;  and  when 
they  find  themfelves  fo  miftaken,  it  is  absolutely 
neceffary  for  the  Good  of  the  Service,  that  the  Colo- 
nel fhould  have  an  unlimited  Power  to  reduce  him 
again  to  a  private  Centinel.  Nay,  a  Captain  may 
find  that  he  has  got  a  very  incapable  or  troublefome 
Serjeant  or  Corporal  into,  his  Company,  and  yet  it 
may  be  irnpoilibfe  for  him  to  make  his  Incapacity  or 
Troublefomenefs  appear  by  proper  Proofs,  to  the  Satis- 
faction of  a  Court-Martial. 

'  5  I  mult  likewife  obferve,  Sir,  that  as  Bravery, 
Activity  and  Diligence  are  neceffary  for  recommending 
a  Soldier  ib  the  Rank  of  a  Corporal  or  Serjeant,  (o  it 
is  necefiary,  that  after  he  is  advanced  to  that  Rank, 
be  ilipuld  continue  £0  be  as  brave,  aclive,  and  diligent 
as  ever  he  was  Before;  and  yet,  when  he  is  advanced 
to  the  Rank  of  a  Serjeant,  which  is,  perhaps,  the 
Summit  of  his  Defires,  or  at  leaft  of  his  Hopes,  he 
may  yery  naturally  grow  lazy  and  indolent,  or  per- 
haps in  a  Day  of  Battle  take  more  Care  of  his  Life 
than  is  confident  with  his  Duty,  For  which  Reafon 
J  think  it  is  neceffary  for  the  Service,  that  fuch  Officers 
Ihould    always    remain    under   the   Apprehenfion   ef 
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being    reduced  by  their  Colonel,   if  they  are  guilty   Anno  1750, 
of    the    leaft  Cowardice,    Negligence,   or  Misbeha- 
viour. 

*  Whatever  Notions  fome  Gentlemen  may  have 
of  abfolute  Power,  Sir,  it  has  been  thought  neceffary 
in  all  Countries  for  preferving  Subordination  and 
Difcipline  in  an  Army.  In  the  Roman  Common- 
wealth, from  its  very  nrft  Original,  the  Generals  of 
their  Armies  had  a  molt  abfolute  and  unlimited  Power 
over  every  Officer  and  Soldier  in  the  Army.  They 
could  not  only  prefer  and  reduce,  but  puniih  even 
with  Death  itfelf,  by  their  fole  Authority,  and  with- 
out the  Sentence  of  any  Court-Martial.  The  Story 
of  Manlius,  who  put  his  own  Son  to  Death  for  fight- 
ing the  Enemy  againfr.  his  Orders,  is  fo  well  known, 
that  I  need  not  put  Gentlemen  in  mind  of  it.  Not 
only  particular  Men,  but  whole  Armies,  were  among 
the  Romans  fubjecl:  to  be  punifhed  by  the  fole  and 
abfolute  Power  of  their  General;  for  we  read  that 
Apptus^  in  the  very  Infancy  of  that  Commonwealth, 
caufed  every  tenth  Man  in  his  Army  to  be  whipped, 
for  flying  from  the  Enemy;  befides  punifhing  fome  of 
the  Officers  with  Death.  And,  I  believe,  there  is 
now  no  Country  in  the  World,  where  their  Armies 
enjoy  fo  much  Freedom,  or  fo  much  Security  againii 
being  oppreffed  by  their  Commanders,  as  both  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  our  Britijh  Army  enjoy. 

<  But  in  this,  Sir,  as  in  mofr.  other  things,  there 
is  an  Extreme,  there  is  a  Ne  phis  ultra;  for  if  you 
extend  this  Freedom  and  Security  too  far,  you  will 
deftroy  all  Difcipline  and  Subordination  in  your  Army; 
and  I  am  afraid,  that  what  is  now  propofed  will  be 
running  into  that  Extreme,  without  fo  much  as  a  pre- 
tended Neceffity;  for  though  this  Power  of  reducing 
Staff-Officers  to  private  Centinels  has  been  enjoyed  by 
every  Colonel  in  our  Army  Time  out  of  Mind,  yet 
there  has  never  been  fo  much  as  one  Complaint  of  its 
having  been  made  a  bad  Ufe  of,  or  applied  to  any 
wicked  Purpofe;  and  indeed,  if  it  is  ever  exerci fed, 
it  is  always  at  the  Defire  of  the  Captain  of  the  Com- 
pany to  which  the  Serjeant  or  Corporal  belongs,  and 
after  an  Examination  into  the  Complaints  againft 
jiim:  fo  that  the  Colonel  really  acts  as  Judge  in  the 
E  4  Affair  fc 
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Mno  n.750.  Affair,  and  is  as  good  and  as  impartial  a.  judge  as, 
any  Regimental  Court-Martial  can  be  fuppofed 
to  be-. 

'  As  this  has  alwap  been  the  Practice  in  our 
Army,  Sir,  I  muft  pre  fume,  that  the  Hopes  of  an 
Halbert  will  be  as  great  an  Incitement  for  common 
Soldiers  to  behave  well,  as  it  could  be,  were  the 
Claufe  now  offered  made  Part  of  this  Bill'j  for  when 
once  they  have  got  an  Halbert,  they  are  now  fure  of 
keeping  it  as  long  as  they  perform,  their  Duty,  and  • 
furely,  no  Gentleman  will  defire  that  they  mould, 
hold  it  any  longer.  But  if  this  Claufe  mould  be 
palled  into  a  Law,  I  am  afraid  it  would  have  one  of 
thefe  two  bad  .Effects :  The  StafF-OfHcers  would  trull 
fo  much  to  this  Security,  that  they  would  behave 
negligently,  and  if  Courts-Martial  acted  with  Rigour, 
more  of  them  would  be  cafhiered  or  reduced,  than 
ever  were  fo  by  our  Colonels:  On  the  other  Hand,  if 
Courts-Martial  did  not  act  with  Rigour,  and  never 
puni{hed  one,  unlefs  he  was  guilty  of  fome  heinous 
Crime  or  egregious  Neglect,  the  Polls  of  Serjeant  or 
Corporal  would  become  a  Sort  of  civil  Employment, 
and  would,  I  fear,  be  too  often  fold  to  the.nighefl 
Bidder;  which  would  in  a  iliort  Time  render  our 
Army  little  better  than  a  common  Militia, 

i  As  to  the  Danger  which  Officers  under  the  Ranlc 
of  a  Colonel  may  be  expofed  to,  by  Staff-Officers 
Rearing  falfe  Witnefs  againil  them,  at  the  Inftigation' 
of  their  Colonel,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  altogether 
imaginary  j  for  the  Danger  of  fuborning  Witneffes  to.: 
give  falfe  Evidence  is  fo  great,  that  no  Colonel,  nor 
any  one  for  him,  would  ever  attempt  it;  and  fhould 
he  attempt  it,  and  fucceed  fo  far  as  to  find  two  or 
three  Men  abandoned  enough  to  undertake  it,  by 
peirig  examined  apart,  and  artfully  crofs-queitioned, 
the  Falihood  of  their  Evidence  would  probably  be 
detected,  and  they  punifhed  for  their  Perjury,  which 
could  hardly  fail  of  bringing  on  a  Difcovery,  or  at 
leaft  a  ftrong  Sufpicion  of  the  Subornation;  and  no 
Colonel  under  fuch  a  Sufpicion  could  expect  to  hold 
a  CommiiHcn  in  the  Army,  as  it  is,  and  i  hope,  will. 
always  be  in  the  King's  Power  to  difmifs  fuch  a 
(^olpnel  from  the  Service  ^    for  the   Officers  of  the 
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Army,  as  Cafar  faid  of  his  Wife,  mould  be  not  only    Anno  175a, 
innocent,  but  free  from  Sufpicion.  l,    -w— ,.,j 

c  Then,  Sir,  as  to  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
obferved  about  the  End  of  Punimment,  he  mould 
confider,  that  reducing  a  Serjeant  or  Corporal  to  a 
priyate  Centinel  is  not  properly  a  Punimment,  but 
the  removing  a  Man  from  a  Pofl  which  Experience 
has  fhewn  him  not  to  be  fit  for ;  and  that  Experience 
muff  be  known  to  the  whole  Regiment,  as  well  as  to 
the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  or  the  Captain  of  the. 
Company  he  belongs  to.  Should  a  Serjeant  or  Cor- 
poral be  guilty  of  any  Crime,  or  of  any  criminal 
Neglect  of  Duty,  the  Colonel  would  not  certainly 
content  himfelf  with  removing  him,  but  would  order 
him  to  be  tried  by  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  in 
which  Cafe  the  Offence  would  be  proved,  and  the 
Punimment  would  be  an  Example ;  but  when  no 
fuch  criminal  Matter  is  alledged  againft  him,  when 
nothing  is  alledged  but  only  a  natural  Stupidity,  or  a 
natural  Want  of  Underftanding,  which  renders  him 
unfit  for  any  thing  in  the  Army  above  that  of  a 
common  Soldier,  there  is  no  Occafion  for  any 
Proof,  or  for  any  Punimment  by  Way  of  Ex- 
ample. 

6  To  conclude,  Sir,  the  Power  which  the  Colonel 
has  over  the  Staff- Officers,  has  fubfifted  for  above 
fixty  Years,  without  any  Complaint  of  Abufe;  and 
as  no  one  can  know  what  may  be  the  Effect  of  abo- 
lishing it,  I  hope  theKon.  Gentleman  will  excufeme, 
for  denying  my  Approbation  of  the  Claufe  he  has  been 
pleafed  to  offer.' 

The  next   Speech  was  that  made  by  Lord  Egmont^ 
which  was  in  Sub  fiance  thus. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  How  long  the  Cuftom  has  continued  of  veiling  Lord  Egmont, 
fuch  an  arbitrary  Power  in  the  Colonel  ever  the  Staff- 
Officers  of  his  Regiment,  or  when  it  was  introduced, 
I  {hall  not  be  at  the  Pains  to  enquire;  but  if  I  have 
been  rightly  informed,  it  is  a  Power  that  has  been 
very  little  exerc: f:d.  and  when  all  the  Military  Laws 
of  Europe  have  been  ranfacked  for  Severities  againft 
Soldiers,  and  for  extending  the  Power  of  their  Com- 
manders, 
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£aso  1750.  manders,  It  is  high  Time  for  this  Houfe  to.  enquire 
into  every  Power,  which  ancient  Cuftom  or  modern 
Regulations  have  introduced  into  our  Army,  in  order 
to  limit  the  Power  of  the  Commanders,  and  fecure 
the  Lives  and  Liberties  of  the  Commanded,  as  far  as 
is  confident  with  that  due  Obedience  and  Subordi- 
nation, which  it  is  neceflary  to  preferve  among  Sol- 
diers of  all  Ranks  and  Degrees. 

c  This  Power,  Sir,  might  in  former  Times  have 
pafTed  without  Notice,  and  may  ffcill,  for  what  I 
know,  be  neceflary  in  Time  of  War;  but  we  ought 
to  diflinguifh  between  a  Time  of  War,  and  a  Time 
of  Peace,  which  is  a  Diftinction  I  find  fome  Gentle-^ 
men  very  unwilling  to  make.  We  ought  to  confi- 
der,  Sir,  that  the  Laws  made  by  us  relating  to  our 
Armies,  either  by  Sea  or  Land,  are  meant  only  for 
their  good  Government  in  Time  of  Peace;  for  in 
Time  of  War,  either  Abroad  or  at  Home,  his 
Majefty  has  in  a  great  Meafure  by  his  Prerogative  an 
abfolute  Power;  and  thofe  to  whom  the.  Exercife  of 
that  Prerogative  is  committed,  have  nothing  to  confl- 
der  but  the  Good  of  the  Service;  for  whatever  rmVht 
appear  to  be  neceflary  for  that  Purpofe,  would,' be 
excufed,  even  though  contrary  to  Law ;  and  an  Adt 
of  Indemnity  for  all  fuch  Exertions  of  Power  has 
always  been  pafTed  in  Parliament,  as  often  as  it  has 
been  thought  neceflary. 

c  In  palling  this  Bill  therefore,  Sir,  or  any  Bill  of 
a  like  Nature,  we  are  not  to  confider  what  Powers 
may  be  neceflary  for  the  Service  in  Time  of  War, 
but  what  may  be  neceflary  in  Time  of  Peace ;  and  as 
every  Power  is  liable  to  Abufe,  we  ought,  in  framing 
our  Military  as  well  as  our  Civil  Laws,  to  be  ex- 
tremely careful  not  to  grant  any  Power  hut  what  is 
abiblutely  neceflary,  nor  to  extend  any  Power  beyond 
what  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  due  Exercife  of 
Government  in  Time  of  Peace  and  Tranquillity.  If 
Gentlemen  would  attend  to  this  Diftinction,  fureiy 
they  would  not  talk  of  any  Cuftom  among  the 
Remans^  whilft  the  Liberties  of  that  glorious  .Com- 
monwealth remained  entire  and  free  from  Danger. 
In  Time  of  War,  it  is  true,  the  Generals  of  their 
^Vrmies  had  a  moft  unlimited  Power  over  the  Armies 
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they  led  to  the  Field;  but  for  a  long  Time  thofe  Anno 
Armies  returned  always  with  their  General  to  attend 
him  in  Triumph,  and  as  foqn  as  they  arrived  within 
the  fettled  Boundaries  of  the  Commonwealth,  his 
Power  ceafed,  and  all  the  Soldiers  of  his  Army  being 
thereby  abfolved  from  their  military  Oath,  became 
again  free  Citizens  of  Ro?ne. 

6  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  was  the  Cuftom  among  the 
Romans,  whilffc  their  Liberties  remained  entire  and 
free  from  Danger;  but  when  they  carried  their  Arms 
into  Africa  and  Spain,  they  began  to  continue  their 
Armies,  and  the  Soldiers  of  thofe  Armies,  under 
their  military  Oath,  for  a  Number  of  Years;  and 
what  was  the  Confequence  ?  the  Soldiers,  by  being  fo 
long  kept  under  abfolute  Power,  began  foon  to  lofe 
their  Tafte  for  Liberty,  and  in  little  more  than  a 
Century  were  made  the  Instruments  for  oppreffing  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country  •  which  would  probably 
have  happened  much  fooner,  if  the  Misfortunes  of 
the  fecond  Punic  War  had  not  given  a  Check  to  the 
Luxury  and  a  Fillip  to  the  Virtue  of  the  Roman 
People.  No  Cuftora  of  the  Romans  can  therefore  be 
pleaded  for  any  fort  of  Military  Law  in  Time  of 
Peace;  but  the  Misfortune  of  that  People,  the  Over- 
throw of  that  glorious  Commonwealth,  ought  to  be 
a  Warning  to  us,  to  let  our  Soldiers  have  as  often, 
and  as  much  as  poifible,  a  Tafte  of  living  under  the 
limited  Power  of  a  free  Government,  and  of  the 
Difference  between  that  and  living  under  the  abfo- 
lute Power  of  a  military  Commander;  and  for  this 
Reafon,  as  the  Military  Laws  we  make,  can  relate 
to  nothing  but  the  Government  of  our  Army  in 
Time  of  Peace,  we  mould  be  as  fparing  as  poifible 
with  refpecl:  to  every  thing,  that  may  look  like 
veiling  an  abfolute  Power  in  the  Commander  over  all, 
or  any  of  thofe  under  his  Command. 

*  I  cannot  pretend,  Sir,  that  I  perfectly  under- 
hand the  Duties  of  a  Serjeant  or  Corporal,  but  I 
cannot  think  there  is  any  Myftery  in  the  Affair,  ncr 
can  I  comprehend  how  a  Serjeant  or  Corporal  can  be 
guilty  of  any  Failure  of  Duty,  which  cannot  be  ex- 
plained or  proved  before  a  Court-Martial.  As  it  does 
jiot  require  any  very  great  Brightnefs  of  Parts,  or 
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Sterne  1750.  any  extraordinary  Qualifications,  to  be  a  Corporal, 
furely,  if  a  Soldier  were  by  Nature  fo  remarkably 
Ihipid,  as  not  to  be  fit  to  be  a  Corporal,  it  could 
not  fail  of  being  known  to  the  Officers  of  the  Com- 
pany in  which  he  ferved;  and  without  a  Recommen- 
dation from  fome  of  them  at  leait,  no  Soldier  is,  I 
am  fure,  no  Soldier  ought  to  be  advanced  to  be  a 
Corporal  or  Serjeant;  for  if  without  fuch  a  Recom- 
mendation any  Soldier  mould  be  advanced  by  the 
Colonel  to  be  a  Corporal  or  Serjeant  in  the  Regiment, 
I  mould  much  fufpect,  that  it  proceeded  from  what 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  feems  to  be  afraid  of;  and  that 
the  Soldier  had  by  fome  means  or  other  procured  a 
Purfe  of  Gold  to  be  given  to  his  Colonel  for  his 
Advancement;  but  this  could  fo  feldom  happen,  and 
it  would  be  fo  very  difficult  to  keep  fuch  a  TrafEck 
concealed,  that  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  the 
leafr.  Ground  for  apprehending  fuch  a  Confequence, 
ihould  this  Claufe  be  agreed  to,  and  all  our  StafF- 
Ofrlcers  thereby  fecured  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
Pofls  quamdau  fe  bene  gejjerint^  which  is  a  Security 
every  Officer  in  the  Army  ought  to  have,  fo  far  as  it 
is  confident  with  the  Nature  of  military  Service; 
therefore  I  think,  the  Power  of  arbitrarily  taking 
from  a  Man  that  Commiiiion  or  Rank  in  the  Army, 
which  he  has  purchafed  by  his  Service,  is  a  Power 
that  ought  to  be  lodged  no  where  but  in  the  Crown 
alone;  and  though  the  Power  of  thus  fufpending,  till 
the  Pleafure  of  the  Crown  can  be  known,  may  be 
delegated  to  a  Commander  in  Chief,  the  Power  of 
arbitrarily  camierirsg  neither  ought,  nor  can  be  dele- 
gated to  any  Subjectwmatfoever. 

€  In  Time  of  Peace  therefore,  Sir,  there  can  be 
no  Danger  in  preventing  a  Staff-Officer  or  Soldier's 
being  pumfhed,  unlefs  by  the  Sentence  of  a  Court- 
Mar  tial ;  but  this  arbitrary  Power  of  puniming 
Soldiers,  cr  reducing  Stair- Officers,  if  continued  in 
Time  of  Peace,  may  be  of  the  molt  dangerous  Con- 
fequence to  cur  Liberties  both  in  a  military  and  civil 
Refpect.  In  a  military,  becaufe  Men  fubject  to  fuch 
an  arbitrary  Power  mull  be  ccnfidered?  they  muft 
eonfider  thenifelves,  as  in  a  State  of  Slavery:  They 
are  really  in  t:;t  Fame  Condition  with  the  Negroes  in 
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the  Weft-Indies  \  for  though  by  the  Laws  in  that  Part  Anno 
of  the  World  a  Matter  be  allowed,  by  his  own  Autho- 
rity, ,to  punifh  his  negro  Slave  as  often,  or  with  as 
much  Seventy,  as  he  pleafes,  he  is  not  allowed  to  ex- 
tend that  Puniihment  to  Life  or  Limb;  and  if  our 
Soldiers  be  for  a  long  Time  continued  in  this  State  of 
Slavery,  like  the  Raman  Soldiers  of  old,  they  will 
lofe  ail  Tafte  for  Liberty,  and  may  then  be  induced  to 
affift  their  Commander  in  destroying  the  Liberties  of 
their  Country.  But  this,  Sir,  is  not  the  only  Dan- 
ger; for  even  in  a  civil  Reipe&this  Power  of  reducing 
Staff-Omcers  may  be  of  dangerous  Confequence  to 
our  Liberties;  becaufe  many  of  them  are  Ploufe- 
keepers,  and  as  fuch  have  a  Right  to  vote  for  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  in  fome  of  our  Cities  or  Boroughs, 
Can  fuch  Men  vote  with  Freedom  at  an  Election? 
Can  they  refufe  to  vote  for  any  Candidate  that  comes 
recommended  to  them  by  their  Colonel  ?  And  as  ta 
every  fuch  Recommendation,  it  may  be  fuppofeo, 
that  the  Colonel  will  follow  the  Directions  h# 
receives  from  the  chief  General  of  our  Arm?. 

c  Thus,  Sir,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our 
Army  may  make  himfelf  Mailer  of  many  of  our 
Elections ;  and  where  he  cannot  by  fuch  Means  make- 
himfelf  Mafter,  he  may  do  as  Cams  Marius  did  at 
Ro?ne,  he  may  give  private  Orders  to  his  Soldiers  to 
murder  any  one  that  fnall  dare  to  fet  himfelf  up  as  a 
Candidate  againft  the  Man  he  has  recommended;  for 
the  firft  Attempt  that  great  and  wicked  Roman  made* 
againft  the  Liberties  of  his  Country,  was  to  get  his. 
Soldiers  to  murder  the  Man  who  ftood  Candidate  for 
the  Tribunefhip  in  Opposition  to  the  Perlbn  he 
patronifed ;  and  the  Roman  Soldiers  were  even  by  that 
Time  become  fo  abandoned,  fo  loft  to  all  Senfe  of 
Law  or  Liberty,  that  they  readily  obeyed  their 
General's  Orders,  though  he  was  then  out  of  Com- 
mand, and  though  it  was  but  ioo  Years  after  the  End 
of  the  fecond  Punic  War,  and  not  above  150  Years 
after  the  Romans  firft  began  to  keep  the  fame  Army 
\mder  Military  Law  for  a  Number  of  Years  together ; 
for  though  the  Romany  from  the  very  firft  Origin  of 
their  City,  were  almoft  continually  engaged  in  Wars, 
yet  thofe  Wars  were  always,  for  the  firft  500  Years  > 
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Anao  175©,  carried  on  by  frefh  Armies,  fo  that  it  feldom  happened! 
^^j  that  any  Number  of  their  Troops  were  above  a  Year 
without  returning  to  enjoy  the  Happinefs  of  Free- 
dom and  Liberty.  By  this  Cuftom  their  Citizens 
continued  all  to  be  Soldiers,  and  their  Soldiers  to  be? 
Citizens ;  but  foon  after  they  began  to  keep  up,  and 
to  carry  on  their  Wars  by  fbnding  Armies,  their 
Citizens  loir  that  warlike  Spirit,  and  their  Soldier's, 
that  Love  of  Liberty,  by  which  alone  the  Freedom  of 
Government  can  be  preferved. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  we  ought  to  be  careful  not 
to  give  the  meaner!  Soldier  of  our  Army  an  Occafion 
to  think,  that  he  is  in  a  State  of  Slavery:  On  the 
contrary,  we  mould,  as  far  as  is  confident  with  the 
Nature  of  military  Service,  furnifh  them  with 
Keafons"  for  rejoicing  in  their  being  Engli/h  Soldiers, 
and  confequently  in  a  Condition  much  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  flavifh  Armies  upon  the  Continent;  and 
as  this  of  inflicting  Punifhments,  by  the  fole  and 
arbitrary  Will  of  a  Commander,  is  a  Power  that  has 
been  very  feldom  exereifed  in  Time  of  War,  it 
cannot,  I  think,  be  necefTary  in  Time  of  Peace  ; 
confequently  I  mult,  for  the  Sake  of  my  Country^ 
as  well  as  for  the  Sake  of  the  Staff- Officers  and 
Soldiers  of  our  Army,-  agree  to  have  this  Claufe 
made  Part  of  the  Bill  now  under  our  Cofideration.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  Henry  Fox,  Efq;  whofe 
-Speech  was  to  this  Effe£l. 
6  Mr.  Speaker^ 
Heavy Foi  kfm  c  The  Spirit  of  Reformation^  with  regard  to  our 
Military  Laws,  is  of  late  grown  fo  very  warm,  that 
I.wifh  we  may  not,  in  the  Heat  of  our  Zeal,  do  as 
Jack  did  with  his  Father's  Coat;  I  wifh  we  may  not 
tear  the  Subftance  to  pieces  by  too  rafhly  tearing 
away  the  Ornaments.  For  my  own  Part,  I  fhall 
never  be  for  introducing  a  new  Law  to  prevent  a 
Grievance  that  was  never  felt,  nor  fhall  I  be  for 
aboliining  an  old  Cuftom  from  whence  no  Incon- 
venience ever  enfued,  of  which  no  bad  Ufe  has  ever 
been  made.  When  I  fay  this,  no  Gentleman  can 
expeel:,  that  I  mould  be  for  adding  this  Claufe  to  the 
Bill  now  under  our  Confideration5  fince  it  has  not 
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Been  fo  much  as  infinuated,  that  any  wrong  Ufe  Has  Ahski  17^6 
ever  been  made  of  the  Power,  which  the  Colonel  has  " 
to  reduce  a  Serjeant  or  Corporal  to  a  private  Cen- 
tinel,  when  he  finds  it  necefTary  for  the  Service. 
Nav,  I  do  not  know  how  a  wrong  Ufe  can  be  made  of  it ; 
for,  to  reduce  a  Serjeant  to  a  private  Centinel  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  Punifhment,  that  it  cannot  properly 
be  called  degrading  him ;  becaufe,  though  he  be  called 
Serjeant,  and  has  a  fort  of  Command,  he  is  ftill  but 
a  common  Soldier,  as  was  fome  Years  fince  deter- 
mined after  a  folemn  Argument  at  Common  Law, 
on  Occafion  of  a  Serjeant's  being  arretted,  and  carried 
to  Prifon  to  the  Marjhalfea  for  a  Debt  under  10/.  To' 
this  Action,  or  at  leaft  in  Bar  of  the  Arreft,  he 
pleaded  that  Claufe  in  the  Mutiny  A6t,  which 
provides,  that  no  Soldier  fhall  be  taken  out  of  his 
Majefty's  Service  by  any  Procefs  or  Execution  for  a 
Debt  under  10/.  and  upon  this  Plea,  after  a  folemn 
Hearing,  he  was  difcharged ;  becaufe  it  was  truly  faid, 
that  his  Colonel's  putting  a  Halbert  into  his  Hand 
Inftead  of  a  Mufket,  did  not  alter  his  Condition,  or 
give  him  any  legal  Rank  in  the  Army  above  that  of  a 
common  Soldier;  for  that  the  Colonel  might  next 
Day  take  the  Halbert  from  him,  and  put  the  Mufket 
again  into  his  Pland. 

c  This,  Sir,  was  the  Manner  in  which  that  Quef- 
tion  was  then  determined;  but  if  fuch  a  Claule  as 
this  now  .propofed  had  then  been  in  the  Mutiny  Acl, 
perhaps  the  Queftion  might  have  been  otherwife  deter- 
mined; and  if  the  adding  of  this  Claufe  mould  here- 
after produce  an  Alteration  in  the  Opinion  of  our 
Lawyers,  I  believe,  there  are  many  Serjeants  and 
Corporals  in  the  Army,  who  would  have  very  little 
Reafon  to  thank  you  for  the  Favour  you  intended  them 
by  adding  fuch  a  Claufe.  In  fhort,  Sir,  you  may,  I 
think,  as  properly  take  from  a  Captain  the  Power  of 
removing  a  Soldier  from  the  Front  to  the  Rear  Rank, 
or  from  the  Right  to  the  Left,  of  his  Company,  as 
to  take  from  a  Colonel  the  Power  of  removing  a 
Halbert  from  one  Man's  Hand  to  another's,  as  often 
as  he  finds  it  may  be  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Regi-» 
ment, 

*  Then, 
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Anno  1756.  c  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Punifhment  of  Soldiers,  t 
do  not  know  that  any  thing  properly  called  Punifh- 
ment  was  ever  inflicted  upon  any  of  them,  but  in  Pur- 
fuance  of  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial ;  for  if 
the  Major  or  Adjutant  of  a  Regiment  mould  give  a 
Soldier  a  Tap  with  his  Cane,  for  not  having  clean 
Linen,  or  for  carrying  his  Arms  in  a  uovenly 
Manner,  I  hope,  you  would  not  call  fuch  a  necefiary 
Correction  a  Punifhment;  and  yet  if  this  Claufe 
fhould  be  pafled  into  a  Law,  I  do  not  know  but 
that  our  Soldiers  may  take  it  into  their  Heads,  that 
this  fort  of  Correction  has  been  declared  illegal,  and 
that  the  Officer  who  makes  Ufe  of  any  fuch  is  liable 
to  an  Action  of  AfTault  and  Battery.  Nay,  I  do 
not  know  but  that  our  Judges  might  be  of  the  fame 
Opinion ;  for  though  we  may  make  Laws,  it  is  they 
that  are  to  interpret  them;  and  we  cannot  always 
forefee  what  fort  of  Interpretation  they  will  put  upon 
the  Laws  we  make.  This  I  am  very  fure  of,  that 
they  have  fometimes  put  an  Interpretation  upon  a 
Law,  that  was  never  fo  much  as  dreamt  of  by  any 
one  concerned  in  making  it. 

c  For  this  Reafon,  among  many  others,  Sir,  we 
ought  to  be  cautious  of  adding  any  new  and  unpre- 
cedented Claufes  to  the  Bill  now  before  us ;  and  as 
to  ranfacking  all  the  Military  Laws  of  Europe  for 
Severities,  I  do  not  know  what  the  Noble  Lord 
means  by  it:  I  know  of  no  Severities  that  have  been 
lately  introduced  into  this  Bill,  nor  has  any  Altera- 
tions  or  Amendments  been  made  to  the  Articles  of 
War,  but  in  order  to  give  People  a  true  Notion  of 
what  is  meant  by  Difcipline,  or  to  defcribe  clearly 
and  fully  the  Offence,  the  Punifhment,  or  the 
Method  of  Proceeding  intended.  And  a§  to  any  new 
Regulations,  no  one  has  been  introduced  but  what 
was  before  eftablifhed  by  Cuftom  in  our  Army;  upon 
the  whole  of  which  I  will  fay,  that  no  Army  in  the 
World  is  better  regulated,  nor  are  the  Soldiers  in  any 
Country  lefs  feverely  dealt  with,  or  better  fecured 
againfl  Injuftice  or  Oppreffion.  They  are  fo  far 
from  being  in  a  State  of  Slavery,  that  they  are,  in 
my  Opinion,  lefs  liable  to  be  rigoroufly  dealt  with 
when  guilty,  than  thofe  Criminals  are  that  are  to  bs 

.    tried 


[    65    ] 

tried     by    Common  Law;     for     Courts-Martial  are    Anno  1750* 
always   more  inclined   to  Lenity  than   Severity,  and 
are  but  too  fhy  of  declaring  a  Man  guilty,  '  when 
there  is  not  the  ftrongeft  Evidence  againft  him. 

'  We  have  not  therefore,  Sir,  the  lead  Caufe  to 
apprehend,  that  our  Soldiers  will  ever  look  upon 
themfelves  as  Slaves,  or  that  they  will  enable  any 
Commander  to  overturn  that  Conftitution*  under 
which  they  enjoy  fo  much  Security,  and  from  which 
they  reap  fo  much  Benefit.  With  refpect  to  our 
Army,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  but  a  Relaxation  of 
Difcipline,  which  might  render  them  unfit  for 
defending  us  againfl  our  foreign  Enemies,  and  too 
apt  to  be  troublefome  not  only  in  their  Quarters,  but 
in  every  Country  they  pafs  through  ;  and  as  a  Relaxa- 
tion of  Difcipline  might  probably  be  the  Effecl:  of 
the  Claufe  now  offered,  I  muft  be  againit  making  it 
a  Part  of  the  Bill,  efpecially  as  the  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman who  offered  it,  did  not  attempt  to  mew,  that 
in  any  one  Inftance  an  unjuft  Ufe  had  been  made  of 
the  Power,  which  the  Colonel  has  over  the  Staii- 
Officers  in  his  Regiment.' 

Upon  this  Colonel  George  Townjhend  flood  up  again, 
and  fpoke  in  Subflance  as  follows. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

6  I  always  thought,  Sir,  that  a  juft  Apprehension  of  Colonel  George 
Danger  or  Mifchief  was  fufHcient  for  inducing  thiaTo*nfliend* 
Houie  to  agree  to  a  new  Regulation,  or  to  aboliili  an 
old  and  ufelefs  Cuftom;  but  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft,  it  feems,  thinks,  that  we  ought  not 
to  flop  up  the  Hole  in  a  Bridge  till  fome  Perfon  has 
fallen  through  and  been  drowned:  We  ought  not  to 
abolim  that  abfolute  Power,  which  the  Colonel  has 
aifumed  over  the  Staff- Officers  of  his  Regiment,  till 
an  Inflance  be  given  of  its  having  been  egregioufly 
abufed.  I  confefs,  Sir,  I  always  thought  otherwise, 
and  for  this  Reafon,  when  I  opened  this  Claufe  to  you, 
I  endeavoured  only  to  fhew,  that  this  Power  was  in 
itfelf  dangerous  and  ufelefs,  that  it  might  be  very 
much  abufed,  and  that  it  never  could  be  neceiTary 
for  any  good  Purpofe;  but  now  I  am  called  upon,  I 
think  mvfelf  obliged  to  give  an  Inftance  of  its  having 
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Arhc  i7:o>  been  abufed,  which  I  do  with  Reluctance,  becaufe  I 
do  not  like  to  rake  into  the  Mifconducl:  of  Officers, 
either  of  a  high  or  low  Degree;  and  I  muft  fay,  I 
am  {o  far  from  being  of  Opinion,  that  this  Power 
never  was  abufed,  that  I  believe,  it  would  be  found, 
upon  Enquiry,  that  hardly  any  \Jk  was  ever  made  of 
it,  but  what  Was  an  Abufe. 

4  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Facts  I  am  going  to  mention, 
I  muft  premife,  that  I  do  not  afTert  them  from  my 
own  Knowledge :  I  had  them  only  by  Information; 
and  therefore  all  I  mail  fay  is,  that  I  mall  faithfully 
relate  them,  and  exactly  as  they  have  been  told  to  me. 
During  the  Keat  of  the  Wefrrninjler  Election,  a  Ser- 
jeant and  Corporal  had  the  Misfortune  (I  call  it  a 
Misfortune,  from  what  afterwards  happened)  to  be 
marching  along  the  Streets  with  a  Party,  going,  I 
iuppofe,  to  the  Playhoufe,  or  upon  fome  other  Duty; 
and  as  they  were  upon  their  March,  fome  of  the  Sol- 
diers behind  them  joined  in  the  popular  Cry  then 
reigning  in  the  Streets,  and  called  out,  Vandeput  for 
ever.  There  uncourtly  Words,  for  though  they  were 
popular,  they  were  certainly  at  that  Time  uncourtly, 
neither  the  Serjeant  nor  Corporal  took  any  Notice  of  y 
but  after  their  Duty  was  over,  returned  to  the  Parade, 
and  difmiiTed  their  Party,  .without  making  any  Report 
of  this  Accident  to  the  commanding  Officer.  The 
Accident  was  however  taken  Notice  of,  and  related 
by  fome  bufy  Tale-Bearer:  The  Serjeant  and  Cor- 
poral were  fent  for  and  examined:  They  ccnfefted 
they  had  heard  fome  fuch  Words  from  fome  of  the 
Soldiers  in  their  Rear;  and  becaufe  they  could  not  fix 
upon  the  Man  who-  had  committed  this  heinous  Tref* 
pafs,  nor  had  made  any  Report  of  it  to  the  com- 
manding Officer  upon  Guard,  they  and  their  wholef 
Party  were  fent  Prifoners  to  the  Savoy  9  and  both  the 
Serjeant  and  Corporal  were  reduced  into  the  Ranks, 
where  they  have  ever  fince  ferved,  and  are  like  to 
ferve  for  Years  to  come,  as  common  Soldiers. 

4  Theie,  Sir,  are  the  Facts  as  they  have  beer* 
related  to  me;  but  that  you  may  not  entirely  depend 
upon  my  Relation,  I  muft  inform  you,  that  the  two 
Men  are  now  at  your  Door,  and  reaxly  to  atteft  what 
I  have  told  you,  if  you  will  pleafe  to  call  them  in  for 
3  that 
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that  Purpofe.     And  now  I  muft  appeal  to  Gentlemen,    Anno  1750* 

whether  this  was   any  military  Crime,  or  indeed,  a 

Crime  of  any  kind,  much  lefs  a  Crime  which  deierved 

fuch    a  fevere   Punimment,    as    that  of    reducing   a 

Serjeant    and    Corporal    to    private    Centinels;    for 

notwithstanding  what  has  been  faid  as  to  its  being  no 

Punimment,  and  notwithftanding  the  Trial  at  Law* 

which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  give  us  an 

Account  of,   I  mull  flill  look  upon  it  as  a  very  fevere 

Punimment;  and  I  fhall  continue  in  that  Opinion, 

unlefs   the  Hon.  Gentleman  could  convince  me,  that 

there  is  no  Difference  between  10 s.  4d.  per  Week, 

and  4  s.  6d.  per  Week,  or  between  commanding  and 

being  commanded.     This  I  believe  he  will  never  be 

able  to  convince  me  of;  and  while  I  continue  in  this 

Opinion,  I  muft  think,    that  this  was  a  very   great 

Abufe  of  the  Power  which  the  Colonels  in  our  Army 

have  by   Cuftom  affirmed,  of  reducing  Staff-Officers 

to   the   Rank  of  private   Centinels,    whenever  they 

pleafe, 

c  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  Sir,  may  talk  of  the 
happy  Condition  of  the  Soldiers  of  our  Army,  and  of 
its  being  preferable  to  that  of  the  Soldiers  of  any 
other  Army;  but  no  Man  that  reflects  can  think 
himfelf  happy,  whilfr.  he  is  liable  to  be  feverely 
punifhed  at  the  mere  Whim  of  any  Man  whatfoever. 
And  though  I  fhall  allow,  that  a  little  manual  Cor- 
rection may  now  and  then  be  neceffafy;  yet,  it  is 
what  a  good  Officer  will  always  be  very  {paring  of, 
and  will  never  make  ufe  of  it,  till  he  finds  that  no 
Amendment  can  be  expected  without  it.  But  this  is 
not  what  is  now  complained  of,  or  propofed  to  be 
remedied  by  the  Claufe  I  have  offered  to  your  Con- 
fideration.  It  is  to  prevent  any  military  Com- 
mander's taking  upon  him  to  fubjedl  a  Soldier  to  fuch 
as  have  always  been  deemed  military  Punifhments, 
by  his  own  fole  Authority;  for  that  this  is  fcmetimes 
done,  every  Gentleman  knows,  that  knows  any  thing 
of  our  Army;  and  that  this  mould  ever  be  permitted, 
I  can  never  think  necefiary,  confidering  how  foon  a 
Court-Martial  may  be  held,  and  the  proper  Punim- 
ment inflicted,  after  due  Proof  of  the  Crime^  by  the 
.Authority  of  their  Sentence. 

F  2  '  As 
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Ann«  1750.  c  As  to  Courts-Martial,  Sir,  I  believe  it  may  be 
true,  that  they  have  generally  a  Bias  to  Lenity,  when 
uninfluenced  by  any  particular  Refentment,  and  when 
they  fit  upon  the  Trial  of  a  Brother  Officer;  and  I 
likewife  believe,,  that  they  have  a  pretty  ftric~t.  Regard 
to  Juftice,  when  the  Complaint  is  by  one  Officer 
againft  another  ;  but  I  doubt  if  they  have  the  fame 
Bias  to  Lenity,  when  a  poor  Fellow  of  a  common 
Soldier  comes  to  be  tried  before  them,  or  the  lame 
Regard  to  Juftice,  when  the  Complaint  is  made  by 
a  private  Centinel  againft  a  commiffioned  Officer,  or 
by  fuch  an  Officer  againft  a  common  Soldier.  And 
as  to  our  Soldiers  being  fo  well  fecured  againft  In- 
juftice,.  I  wonder  to  hear  any  Gentleman  talk  of  it, 
that  has  ever  read  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  this 
Koufe,  made  but  a  very  few  Years  ago,  relating  to  our 
Army  j  for  the  Off-reckonings  of  every  Regiment 
certainly  belongs  to  the  Soldiers  of  the  Regiment, 
and  if  not  wholly  employed  in  Cloathing,  the  Surplus 
ought  to  be  divided  among  them,  or  employed  fome 
"Way  for  their  Benefit ;  the  Colonel  has  no  Right  to 
put  a  Shilling  of  it  into  his  own  Pocket. 

*  I  was  likewife  furprifed,  Sir,  to  hear  it  faid5.  that 
no  Alterations  or  Amendments  had  been  lately  made 
to  our  Military  Laws,  when  every  one  knows,  that 
great  A.lterations,  I  mall  not  call  them  Amendments, 
have  been  made  both  to  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  to  the 
Articles  of  War,  within  thefe  laft  three  or  four  Years : 
Nay,  this  verv  Power,  which  the  Colonel  has  over 
the  Staff-Officers  of  his  Regiment,  has  been  but 
lately  brought  into  our  Articles  of  War;  and  it  is  no 
Excufe  for  any  oppreilive  Regulation,  to  fay,  that  it 
is  founded  upon  an  old  Cuftom;  for  fuch  a  Cuftom,. 
when  taken  Notice  of,  inftead  of  being  confirmed^ 
fhould  be  aboliihed,  by  a  written  Law ;  this  was  what 
induced  me  to  offer  this  Claufe  to  your  Confideration, 
which  mull,  I  think,  be  approved  of  by  every  Gen- 
tleman who  believes  the  Story  I  have  related;  and  if 
any  one  doubts  the  Facls,  he  may  eafily  fatisfy  him- 
felf,  by  calling  in  and  examining  the  two  Men,  who 
are  now  attending  at  your  Door.' 

The 
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The  next  that  fpoke  was  Lord   George  SackvUk,   Anno  1750. 
whofe  Speech  was  to  this  Effect.  %m   "V**  ■*■ 

c  Mr.  Speaker, 
c  Whatever  Doubt  I  may  have  as  to  the  Truth  of  Lord  George 
the  Facts  related  to  us  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  whoSackvilie-* 
fpoke  laft,  I  have  not  the  leaft  Doubt  of  his  having 
had  fuch  an  Information  ;  and  I  am  fully  convinced, 
that  he  believed  his  Information  to  be  well  founded, 
otherwife  he  would  not  have  communicated  it  to  the 
Houfe  :  But  from  the  very  Nature  of  the  Facts  re- 
lated, I  cannot  think,  that  they  furnifh  us  with  a  fuf- 
iicient  Reafon-  for  abolishing  a  Cuftom,  or  a  Power, 
that  has  fo  long  prevailed  in  our  Army,  and  which, 
when  properly  exercifed,  muft  always  contribute  to 
the  Prefervation  of  that  Authority,  which  every  Colo- 
nel ought  to  have  over  the  Regiment  he  commands  ; 
and  this  Power  is  the  lefs  liable  to  Objection,  becaufe 
if  it  mould  ever  be  improperly  exercifed,   the  Error 
might  be  corrected  by  a  Board  of  General-Officers, 
who  would  order  the  Colonel  to  replace  a  Serjeant, 
whom  he  had  reduced  and  turned  into  the  Ranks,  for 
a  Reafon  which  he  could  not  juftify. 

cNow  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  the  two  Men  at  your  Door, 
upon  being  called  in  and  examined,  mould,  and  I 
believe  they  would,  give  the  fame  Account  that  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  has  done ;  nay,  I  will  go  farther,  I 
will  fuppofe  the  Facts  to  be  true ;  yet  can  it  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  they  can  tell  the  Motives  which  the  Colo- 
nel had  for  turning  them  into  the  Ranks  ?  Can  any 
one  with  Certainty  tell  thofe  Motives  but  the  Colonel 
himfelf  ?  He  might  have  had  other  Motives  for  doing 
what  he  did,  and  fuch  Motives,  perhaps,  as  thefe 
Men  would  induftrioufly  conceal,  even  though  they 
were  fenfibleof  their  being  well  founded.  But  again, 
fuppofe  that  the  Colonel  had  no  other  Motives  than 
what  are  alledged,  I  will  fay,  that  it  would  be  a  very 
ungrateful  Return  in  us,  to  take  a  Power  from  the 
Colonel,  which  he  feems  to  have  exercifed  purely  out  of 
Regard  to  the  Freedom  of  our  Elections  ;  for  nothing 
can  be  of  more  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Free- 
dom of  Elections,  than  the  Army's  intermeddling,  or 
the  Soldier's  interfering,  in  any  of  thofe  Mobs  that 
ufually  happen  upon  fuch  Occafions,     If  this  mould 
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Anno  r75o.    ever  become  cuftomary,  as  the  Noble  Lord  was  pleafed 
obferve,  another  Caius  Marius  may  arife  in  this 
Country ;  for  I  mull:  fuppofe  that  it  was  by  a  Mob  of 
Soldiers,  the  Roman  Caius  Marius  got  the  Candidate 
for  the  Tribunefhip  murdered,  who  fet   up    againft 
his  Intereft.     Therefore,  whatever  the  Serjeant  might 
think,  a  Soldier's  joining  in  fuch  a  mobbifh  Cry  at 
an  Election,  was  not  fuch  a  trifling  Matter  :  It  was  a 
Matter  of  fuch  Confequence,  that  he  ought  to  have 
taken  Notice  of  it,  and  of  the-  Man  that  was  guilty 
of  it ;  and  he  ought  to  have  made  it  a  Fart  of  his  Re- 
port to  the  commanding  Officer  upon  Guard.     His  not 
doing  fo,  was  a  Neglect  of  Duty ;  but  as  this  Neglect 
proceeded  probably  from  his  Ignorance  as  to  the  Con- 
fequence,  the  Puniihment,  if  it  can  be  called  a  Punifh^ 
ment,  may  be  thought  too  fevere ;  therefore,  inftead 
of  coming  to  this  Houfe  to  complain,  where  furely  he 
can  meet  with  no  Redrefs,  he  ought  to  have  made  ufe 
of  his  Friends  to  have  pleaded  his  Ignorance  for  his 
Excufe,  and  to  have  folicited  his  being  reftored,  which 
by  this  Method  he  might  probably  have  foon  ob- 
tained, 

'  Ihavefaid,  Sir,  that  thefe  Men  cannot  furely  ex- 
pect any  Redrefs  from  this  Houfe,  and  I  think  I  am  right 
in  faying  fo ;  becaufe  it  would  look  like,  our  puniirw 
ing  a  Colonel  for  mewing  a  Regard  to  the  Freedom 
of  our  Elections  ;  but  whatever  you  may  refolve  on, 
I  hope  you  will  not  call  Soldiers  to  your  Bar  to  tra- 
duce the  Character  of  their  Officers,  unlefs  thofe  Offi- 
cers were  iikewife  prefent;  therefore,  however  Gen-- 
tlemen  may  think  fit  to  vote  as  to  the  principal  QueA 
lion,  I  hope,  no  Gentleman  will  be  for  having  thofe 
Men  now  called  in  and  examined.  If  you  do.  refolve 
to  examine  them,  I  hope,  for  the  Sake  of  Juftice, 
you  will  at  the  fame  Time  give  the  Officers  ah  Op- 
portunity to  juftify  themfelves  j  but  upon  the  whole  I 
muft  think  the  Affair  of  fuch  a  trifling  Nature,  as  no- 
way to  deferve  the  Interpolation  of  Parliament,  efpe- 
cially  as  it  is  of  no  manner  of  Confequence  with  Re- 
gard to  the  Queftion  now  before  us/ 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  Lord  Strange,  whofe  Speech 
was  in  Subfrance  as  follows. 

«  Mr. 
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6  Mr.  Speaker,  Anno  1750* 

*  Whatever  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lafr.  may*-  -\r*  -J 
think,  I  am  far  from  being  of  Opinion,  that  the  Pu-Lord  Stran&e- 
nifhment  of  this  Serjeant  and  Corporal  proceeded 
purely  from  a  Regard  for  the  Freedom  of  our  Electi- 
ons.  On  the  contrary,  when  I  confider  what  a  Num- 
ber of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Guards  have 
Houfes  in  Weftmlnjier^  and  confequently  a  Right  to 
vote  for  Reprefentatives  of  that  City  in  Parliament,  I 
am  apt  to  think,  that  this  fevere  Punifhment  was  in- 
flicted on  purpofe  to  mew  to  all  fuch  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  what  they  were  to  expect  if  they  voted  for 
that  Candidate,  in  whofe  Favour  the  poor  Soldier 
feemed  wantonly  to  declare  himfelf ;  therefore  I  mull: 
conclude,  that  the  Exercife  of  this  Power,  at  that 
particular  Time,  proceeded  not  from  a  Regard  for  the 
Freedom,  but  from  a  Defign  to  deftroy  the  Freedom 
of  the  Wejiminfter  Election ;  and  for  the  fame  Reafon 
I  am  apt  to  fufpedt,  that  if  the  whole  Party,  with  the 
Serjeant  at  their  Head,  had  joined  in  the  oppofite  Cry, 
no  Report  of  it  would  have  been  made  to  the  Officer 
upon  Guard,  nor  would  the  Omiffion  have  ever  been 
termed  a  Neglect  of  military  Duty. 

<  But,  Sir,  let  this  be  as  it  will,  it  is  evidently  art 
Affair  that  relates  to  the  Freedom  of  our  Elections, 
and  as  it  does,  we  are  in  Duty  bound  to  enquire  into 
it:  For  if  Soldiers  mould  be  guilty  of  any  illegal 
Practices  at  an  Election,  they  are  to  be  punifhed  by 
the  Civil  Magiftrate,  and  rot  by  their  commanding  Of- 
ficer ;  and  as  many  of  the  Staff- Officers  of  the  Army 
are,  or  may  be,  Houfeholders,  or  Freemen  of  fome  of 
our  Cities  or  Borou^hr,  we  ought  to  make  them  as  in- 
dependent of  their  Commanders  as  is  confident  with 
the  Nature  of  military  Difcipline  in  Time  of  Peace, 
which  certainly  does  not  then  irand  in  need  of  being 
fo  flrict.  as  in  Time  of  War.  Nay,  if  Peace  conti- 
nues any  long  Time,  and  this  Power  which  Colonels 
haveafTumed  over  the  Staff-Officers  of  their  Regiment 
be  likewife  continued,  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  quefrion 
but  that  a  Soldier  having  a  Vote  for  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, will  be  a  more  powerful  Recommendation 
for  his  being  made  a  Corporal  or  Serjeant,  than  any 
military  Qualification  he  can  acquire  or  be  endued 
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Anno  1750.   with  ;  and  if  this  mould  ever  be  the  Confequence,  I 
'  am  afraid,  our  Army  would  make  but  a  forry  Appear- 
ance in  the  next  War  the  Nation  might  be  engaged  in. 

c  I  fhall  admit,  Sir,  that  we  cannot  certainly  judge 
of  a  Man's  Motives  for  any  Action  or  any  Infcance  of 
Behaviour,  but  from  the  Action  or  Inftance  itfelf, 
and  from  concurrent  Circumftances,  we  may  pretty 
confidently  guefs  at  them  5  and  when  the  Action  ap- 
pears in  itfelf  to  be  bad,  or  unjufl,  we  mufl  prefume 
that  the  Motives  were  not  good,  which  Prefumption 
is  fo  ftrong,  that  it  throws  the  Burden  of  the  Proof 
upon  the  Perfcn  guilty ;  for  if  he  cannot  fhew  and 
prove,  that  his  Motives  were  good,  he  muft  ftand  con- 
demned in  the  Eye  of  every  impartial  Judge.  Now 
the  Action  under  C en fi deration,  that  is  to  fay,  Punilh- 
jnent  inflicted  upon  this  Serjeant  and  Corporal,  is,  in 
my  Opinion,  either  wicked,  or  at  leaft,  the  Punifh- 
ment  was  too  fevere,  and  consequently  unjuft;  If 
this  Punifhment  was  inflicted,  as  I  have  already  hinted s 
with  a  Defign  to  influence  the  Weflminjier  Election, 
by  directing  all  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Guards 
how  to  vote  upon  that  Occafion,  the  Action  was 
wicked  :  If  there  was  no  fuch  Defign,  if  the  Punifh- 
ment was  inflicted  only  with  a  Defign  to  make  Staff 
and  other  Officers  more  exact  in  their  Report,  and 
more  obfervant  of  the  Behaviour  of  every  Soldier  un- 
der their  Command,  it  was  by  much  too  fevere.  But, 
fays  the  Noble  Lord,  the  Men  might  have  had  Relief 
by  applying  to  a  Board  of  General- Officers  :  Sir,  I 
have  as  good  an  Opinion  of  the  Officers,  efpecially 
the  Generals  of  our  Army,  as  of  any  Set  of  Men 
whatever ;  but  I  have  fome  little  Knowledge  of  Man- 
kind ;  and  as  all  or  mod:  of  our  General-Officers  are 
Colonels  of  Regiments,  I  muft,  from  the  Nature  of 
Mankind,  fuppofe,  that  a  Staff-Officer  could  hardly 
expect  Relief  from  them,  upon  a  Complaint  againft 
the  Rigour  and  Severity  of  his  Colonel,  who  had  ex- 
ercifed  no  Power  but  what  was  exprefsly  given  him  by 
the  Articles  of  War. 

*  Therefore,  Sir,  if  thefe  Men  have  been  injured, 
or  too  fevere] y  punifhed,  they  can  expect  no  Relief 
but   from  the  jufnee  of  Parliament,  where,  I  hope, 
the  Oppreffed  fhall  never  apply  in  vain  5  and  the  Un- 
certainty 
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certainty  we  may  be  under  as  to  the  Motives  which  in-  Anno  1750. 
duced  the  Colonel  to  reduce  thefe  two  Staff-Officers, 
can  be  no  Reafon  for  our  not  enquiring  into  this 
Affair  ;  for  we  may  oblige  the  Colonel  to  declare  his 
Motives,  and  to  prove  the  Facts  upon  which  they  were 
Founded  ;  and  befides,  it  is  in  this  Cafe  highly  proba- 
ble, that  the  Caufes  or  Motives  for  the  Punimment 
were  declared,  before  the  Punifhment  was  inflicted  ; 
and  we  may  difcover  that  the  true  Motive  was,  as  I 
have  fuggefted,  to  direct  the  Vote  of  every  Man  be- 
longing to  the  Army,  with  refpect  to  the  Election 
then  depending,  which  would  be  a  Difcovery  of  the 
utmoft  Confequence  to  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  and 
to  the  Prefervation  of  our  prefent  happy  Conftitution. 
e  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  think,  we  cannot  avoid 
making  fome  Enquiry  into  this  Affair ;  but  I  agree 
with  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lafr,  in  being  of  Opi- 
nion, that  we  mould  not  hear  the  Complaint  of  any 
Soldier  againft  his  Officer,  without  giving  the  Officer 
at  the  fame  Time  an  Opportunity  to  juftify  himfelf; 
for  though  no  one  can  fuppofe,  that  we  mould  proceed 
to  a  Cenfure  upon  any  Man's  Conduct,  before  we  had 
given  him  Time  for  his  Vindication,  yet,  I  think, 
we  mould  not  proceed  in  any  formal  Manner,  even  to 
hear  the  Accufation,  without  the  Prefence  of  the 
Perfon  accufed,  becaufe  an  Accufation  leaves  a  Sort  of 
Stigma  upon  a  Man's  Character,  which  he  muff  la- 
bour under  till  he  has  an  Opportunity  to  wipe  it  off. 
I  mail  therefore  conclude  with  moving,  that  this 
Debate  may  be  adjourned  but  till  Friday  next ;  and 
when  you  have  agreed  to  that,  I  mall  move,  that  thefe 
two  Soldiers,  and  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  Regi- 
ment, may  then  be  ordered  to  attend  j  both  which 
Motions  will,  I  hope,  be  agreed  to,  as  we  need  be  in 
no  Hurry  about  paffing  the  Bill  now  before  us,  having 
Time  enough  for  that  Purpofe  between  this  and  Lady- 
Day  next,  fo  that  two  Days  Delay  can  be  of  no  man- 
ner of  Confequence  with  Regard  to  the  paffing  of  the 
Bill  ;  but  a  thorough  Infight  into  this  Affair,  is  cer- 
tainly of  the  greateft  Importance,  with  Regard  to  the 
Queftion,  whether  we  mould  agree  to  the  Claufe  now 
offered  to  be  added  to  the  Bill/ 

Upon 
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Anno  1750.        Upon  this  William  Pitt,  Efq;  flood  up,  and  fpoke 
U«— . v— — . J  to  this  Effect. 

c  Mr.  Speaker, 
William  Pitt,        c  The  Queftion  as  to  the  Claufe  now  offered  to  he 
Zh>  added  to  this  Bill,  I  thought  a  Queftion  of  fo  little 

Importance,  that  I  was  refolved  not  to  have  given  you 
the  Trouble  of  hearing  my  Sentiments  upon  the  Oc- 
cafion  3  but  the  Debate  has  now  taken  a  different 
Turn,  and  a  Turn  which  I  think  of  the  utmoft  Im- 
portance. What !  would  you  call  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers to  traduce  and  impeach  one  another  at  your  Bar  ? 
This,  Sir,  might  be  of  the  molt  dangerous  Confe- 
quence  to  the  very  Exiftence  of  this  auguft  AlTembly. 
I  hope  neither  will  ever  learn  the  Way  to  this  Houfe, 
If  they  fhould  once  learn  the  Way  of  coming  here 
with  their  Complaints,  we  may  expect  that  they  will 
foon  learn  the  Way  of  coming  here  with  their  Petiti- 
ons and  Remonftrances,  as  they  did  about  a  Century 
ago ;  and  the  Confequence  at  that  Time  I  need  not 
defire  Gentlemen  to  recollect. 

*  Our  Bufinefs,  Sir,  is  to  confider  what  Number  of 
regular  Forces  may  be  neceffary  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Nation,  and  to  grant  Money  for  maintaining  that 
Number  ;  but  we  have  no  Bufinefs  with  the  Conduct 
of  the  Army,  or  with  their  Complaints  againft  one 
another,  which  belongs  to  the  King  alone,  or  fuch  as 
fhall  be  commiffioned  by  him.  If  we  ever  give  Ear  to 
any  fuch  Complaints,  it  will  certainly  produce  one  of 
thefe  two  Confequences  :  It  will  either  deftroy  all 
manner  of  Difcipline  and  Subordination  in  the  Army, 
or  it  will  render  this  Houfe  defpifed  by  the  Officers, 
and  de'tefted  by  the  common  Soldiers  of  the  Army; 
and  either  of  thefe  Confequences  would  be  fatal  to  the 
Nation.  If  the  common  Soldiers  fhould  be  encou- 
raged to  come  here  with  their  Complaints  againft  their 
Officers,  and  mould,  upon  every  Occafion,  find  Re- 
drefs,  it  would  foon  put  an  End  to  their  having  any 
Dependence  upon,  or  Regard  for,  their  commanding 
Officers,  without  which  no  Difcipline  can  be  pre- 
ferved.  On  the  other  Hand,  if  the  Soldiers  fhould 
come  here  with  their  Complaints,  moft  of  them  would 
he  found  to  be  unjuft,  fo  that  they  would  very  feldom 
find  the  Redrefs  they  expected,  which  would  make 

them 
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them  in  a  fhortTime  conceive  a  Deteftation  for  Par-  Anno  175- 
liament,  and  the  Officers  would  either  conceive  a  Con- 
tempt for  it,  or  by  being  fo  often  put  to  Trouble  and 
Expence  by  fuch  Enquiries,  they  would  generally  de- 
fire  to  get  rid  of  it,  which  would  make  it  eafy  for 
fome  ambitious  Prince  or  General  to  put  an  End  to  the 
very  Being  of  Parliament. 

'  Therefore,  Sir,  whatever  you  may  do  with  the 
Claufe  propofed  to  be  added  to  this  Bill,  I  hope,  you 
v/ill  not  give  yourfelf  the  Trouble  to  make  any  En- 
quiry into  the  Complaint  now  laid  before  you;  for 
there  cannot,  I  chink,  be  the  leaft  Pretence  for  fay- 
ing, that  it  any  way  relates  to  the  Freedom  of  Elec- 
tions, or  to  the  Election  now  depending  for  Wefl- 
minfler.  It  relates  wholly  to  the  Duty  of  a  Serjeant 
fent  out  with  a  Party  upon  a  Command,  who  certainly 
ought  to  be  very  minute  and  circumftantial  in  his  Re- 
port. It  is  not  for  him  to  judge,  nor  can  he  know 
what  Incidents  may  be  worth  or  not  worth  reporting  : 
He  is  tolea\re  that  to  his  commanding  Officer;  there- 
fore he  ought  to  report  every  Incident  that  happens, 
even  though  it  may  to  him  appear  trifling ;  and  as 
dangerous  Mutinies  and  Seditions  have  often  arofe 
from  a  very  trifling  Circumftance,  I  muft  think,  it 
was  very  impudent  in  a  Soldier  under  Command,  to 
join  in  any  popular  Cry  he  heard  in  the  Streets,  it 
was.  negligent  in  the  Serjeant  to  take  no  Notice  of 
him,  and  a  much  more  heinous  Neglect  of  Duty  to 
take  no  Notice  of  this  in  his  "Report,  efpecially  at  a 
Time  when  there  was  fuch  mobbing  in  the  Streets, 
and  fuch  a  feeming  Inclination  in  the  Populace  to  be 
riotous.  But  whether  the  Punifhment  was  too  fevere, 
is  a  Queftion  which  I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to  deter- 
mine, and  I  muft  fay,  that  I  do  net  think  it  a  Queftion 
proper  for  this  Houfe  to  determine  :  I  think  it  belongs 
much  more  properly  to  a  Court- Martial,  or  to  a  Beard 
of  General  Officers,  and  to  them  we  ought  to  leave 
the  Determination  ;  therefore,  i  hope  this  Affair  will 
be  entirely  dropt,  and  the  Queftion  put  upon  the 
Claufe  now  before  us,  v.  ii.ich,  I  think,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  this  Affair  :  for  whether  the  Power  which 
the  Colonel  has  over  the  Staff-Officers  of  his  Regi- 
ment, was  made  a  good  or  a  bad  Ufe  of  upon  any 

particular 
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Aano  1750.  particular  Occafion,  is  not  furely  to  determine  our 
\.n  - ,  -  *j  Judgment  as  to  the  Continuance  or  Abolition  of  that 
Power,  but  whether  it  is  a  Power  that  is  necefTary 
even  in  Time  of  Peace  for  preferving  Difcipline  in 
our  Army,  and  rendering  it  ufeful  in  Time  of 
War. 

6  If  for  thefe  Purpofes,  Sir,  the  Continuance  of 
this  Power  be  thought  necefTary,  I  am  fure,  we  have 
no  Occafion  to  frighten  ourfelves  with  the  Influence 
that  Staff- Officers  may  have  in  Elections  ;  for  unlefs 
it  be  in  Wefiminftery  I  hardly  believe  there  is  any 
Place  in  the  Kingdom  where  a  Staff-Officer  has  a 
Vote  for  Members  of  Parliament  •  and  in  Weftmhiflery 
where  there  are  fo  many  thoufand  Electors,  furely 
the  Votes  of  three  or  four  Score  Serjeants  can  never 
be  of  any  great  Weight  in  either  Scale.  To  this  I 
mufl  add,  Sir,  that  as  a  Colonel's  Life  as  well  as 
Character  very  often  in  Time  of  War  depends  upon 
the  Behaviour  of  his  Regiment,  I  believe,  every 
Colonel  will  chufe  to  have  a  Regiment  of  brave  and 
well-difcipiined  Soldiers,  rather  than  a  Regiment  of 
Voters  at  any  Election.' 

The  laft  who  fpoke  in  this  Debate,  was  General 
Oglethorpe  \  his  Speech  was  to  the  following  Purport. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
General  Ogle-       *  I  believe  every  Gentleman  knows,  that  when  a 
tEtasfg.  Motion    is    made    for    repealing    any   Law,    or  for 

abolifhing  any  Power  that  has  been  eftablimed  by 
Law  or  Cuftom,  thofe  who  favour  the  Motion  are 
never  put  to  prove  an  Abufe:  It  has  always  been 
deemed  fufficient  for  them  to  fhew,  that  the  Power 
is  liable  to  be  abufed,  in  order  to  induce  the  Houfe 
to  abolifh  that  Power,  or  to  put  it  upon  fome  fuch 
new  Eftablilhment  as  may  prevent,  as  much  as 
poffible,  its  being  any  longer  liable  to  be  abufed. 
For  this  Reafon  I  do  not  think  the  Complaint  now 
before  us  of  any  very  great  Importance  to  the  prin- 
cipal Queflion  under  Confideration ;  but  at  the  fame 
Time  I  muff  declare  againft  the  Principle  laid  down, 
that  this  Houfe  is  never  to  take  Notice  of  the  Com- 
plaints made  by  the  Army,  or  by  any  Man*  or  any 
fort  of  Men,  in  the  Army,     I  hope  both  the  Officers 
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and  Soldiers  of  the  Army  are  all  Subjects  of  Great-   Anno  1750, 

Britain-,  and  it  is  our  Duty  to  take  Notice  of  every f 

Complaint  made  to  us  by  any  Britijh  Subject,  unlets 

upon  the  Face  of  it,  it  appears    to  be   frivolous  or 

unjuft.     Nay  farther,  as  we  are  the  great  Inqueft  of 

the  Nation,  it   is  our  Duty  to  enquire  diligently   if 

any  of  the  Subjects   of  Great-Britain  be  expofed  to, 

or  labouring  under  any,  and  what  Oppreffions,  and 

to  take  the  raoft  effectual  Method  for  procuring  them 

Relief. 

'  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  is  our  Duty,  and  I  wifh  we 
would  attend  to  this  Part  of  our  Duty  more  frequently 
than  we  do,  efpecially  with  Regard   to  that  Part  of 
the  Britijh  Subjects  who  ferve  in  our  Armies  either 
by  Sea  or  Land  j  for  they  are  by  the  Nature  of  the 
Service  more  expofed  to  Oppreflion,  than  any  other 
Part  of    his   Majefty's    Subjects,    and  it  is  likewife 
much  more  dangerous   for  them  to  complain.      I  am 
far  from  apprehending,  Sir,  that  our  giving  Ear  to 
Complaints,  or  enquiring  into  Oppreffions,  will  ever 
bring  Parliaments  into  Contempt  or  Deteftation  with 
any  Part  of  the  People;  but  if  we  entirely  neglect 
this   Part   of   our  Duty,    Parliaments   may    become 
contemptible,   and,  on  account  of   the  Taxes    they 
impofe,   deteftable,  to  much  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
People  both  in  and  out  of  the  Army.     As  it  is  not  a 
very  long  Time  fince  we  had  a  ftanding  Army,  there 
cannot    be    many    Examples    of    Complaints    being 
brought  by  Officers  or  Soldiers  before   Parliament; 
but  in  King  William's  Time,  when  ftanding  Armies 
were  firft  kept  up  by  Authority  of  Parliament,  there 
were  feveral  Enquiries  and  Complaints,  and  not  only 
Soldiers   but  even    Recruits    were    examined    at    the 
Bar  of  this  Houfe  in  relation  to  the  Behaviour  of  the 
Officers    towards    them.      Even  but  very  lately,  as 
every  Gentleman  muft  remember,  there  was  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  Houfe  to  enquire  into  feveral 
things  relating  to  the  Army,  and  though  the  Power 
of  that   Committee   was,  by  the  Order,  very  much 
confined,  yet  their  Enquiry  produced   a   very   good 
Lffect,  and  gained  the  Applaufe  of  every  Man  in  the 
Army.      Suppofe  we  fhould  now  and   then  reject  a. 
frivolous^    or  puniih    an  unjuft   Complaint,   can  we 

imagine 


t    ?8    3 

Anno  tyjo.  imagine  that  this  would  bring  upon  Parliament  the* 
Deteftation  of  the  Soldiers?  No,  Sir,  a  common  Sol- 
dier has  common  Underftanding  as  well  as  other  Men ; 
and  every  one  of  them  not  concerned  in  the  Com- 
plaint, would  judge  impartially,  and  approve  what 
the  Parliament  had  done*  Nothing  can  bring  us  into 
Contempt,  but  our  refufing  to  hear  a  juft  Complaint 
when  properly  brought  before  us,  or  our  neglecting 
to  give  Redrefs  to  the  Party  injured,  when  the  Facts 
have  been  fully  proved ;  and  in  particular,  we  ought 
to  be  attentive  to  the  Complaints  of  the  common 
Soldiers,  becaufe  it  is  very  difficult  for  them  to  obtain 
Redrefs  by  any  other  Method* 

Let  us  confider,  Sir,  that  a  Soard  of  General 
Officers,  or  a  General  Court-Martial,  muft  be 
appointed  by  an  Order  from  the  Crown,  or  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  when  there  is  one  appointed 
by  the  Crown:  When  a  commiffioned  Officer  has1 
been  injured  by  his  Colonel,  he  may  have  Intereft 
enough  to.  obtain  fuch  an  Order;  but  how  fhall  a 
poor  Soldier  obtain  it*  when  he  has  been  injured  by 
his  Colonel  ?  A  Regimental  Court-Martial  he  cannot 
truft  to  for  Relief,  even  fuppofmg  that  the  Colonel 
fhould  order  One  athisRequeft;  and  a  General  Court- 
Martial  he  cannot  obtain,  becaufe  it  is  fo  difficult 
for  him  to  get  Accefs,  either  to  the  Crown,  or  the 
Commander  in  Chief;  but  to  a  Member  of  this  Houfe 
he  may  get  Accefs  i  By  means  of  that  Member  he 
may  get  Juftice  done  him  by  Parliament;  and  now 
and  then  an  Inftance  of  this  kind  would  attach  all 
the  Soldiers  to  the  Parliament,  and  would  be  a  con- 
tinual Check  upon  thofe  Officers  that  are  apt  to 
opprefs  and  tyrannize  over  the  Soldiers*  that  have 
the  Misfortune  to  be  under  their  Command;  for 
though  I  have  the  Pieafure  to  think*  that  there  are 
few  fuch  Officers  in  our  Army,  there  muft  always  be 
fome,  and  nothing  can  be  a  more  effectual  Check 
upon  their  Conduct,  than  the  Parliament's  giving 
Ear  to  every  Soldier's  Complaint,  that  appears  to  be 
juft  and  well  founded. 

c  That  this  would  be  of  any  Prejudice  to  the  Dif- 
cipline  of  our  Army,  there  is  not,  Sir,  the  leaft 
Ground  to  apprehend ;  Can  Oppreffion  and 'Tyranny- 
be 
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be  neceftary  for  preferving  Difciplihe  and  Subordina-  Anno  ijp4 
tion  in  an  Army  ?  Shall  fuch  a  Doctrine  ever  be 
adopted  by  a  Brttijh  Houfe  of  Commons?  On  the 
contrary,  do  not  we  know,  that  Difcipline,  Subor- 
dination, and,  what  is  of  ftill  more  confequence,  the 
Courage  of  the  Soldiers,  are  preferved  by  juft  and 
gentle  Ufage  ?  And  this  I  take  to  be  the  chief  Reafon, 
Why  the  common  Soldiers  of  the  Britijh  Army  face 
Danger  with  more  Intrepidity,  and  with  more  Ala- 
crity, than  the  common  Soldiers  of  any  Nation  under 
the  Sun.  Do  not,  therefore,  let  us  encourage  brutal 
Officers,  if  any  fuch  there  are,  or  mould  ever  be  iri 
our  Army,  to  life  the  Soldiers  ill,  by  laying  it  down 
its'  a  Maxim,  that  the  Parliament  muft  never  inter- 
meddle in  any  Difputes  or  Differences,  that  happen  in 
our  Army. 

*  To  refute  this  Doctrine,  Sir,  which  I  thought  of 
fuch  dangerous  Confequence,  was  the  only  End  of 
my  ftanding  up,  and  therefore  I  mall  not  take  up  your 
Time  with  giving  you  my  Opinion  upon  any  of  the 
other  Points  now  under  our  Confideration,  but  con- 
clude with  obferving  in  general,  that  I  mall  always  be 
jealous  of  a  Power,  the  Exercife  whereof  is  trufted 
to  the  abfolute  and  arbitrary  Will  of  a  fingle  Man ; 
nor  do  I  think,  that  any  fuch  Power  can  ever  be 
neceflary  in  Time  of  Peace ;  for  though  in  Time  of 
War  fuch  a  Power  muft  often  be  granted,  yet  even 
then  it  ought  to  be  as  little  made  Ufe  of  as  poffible/ 

Here  the  Debate  ended;  and  the  Claufe  being 
agreed  to  be  withdrawn,  no  Queftion  was  put  upon 
it. 

On  the  1 2th  of  December,  1749,  a  Motion  was 
made,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
Directions,  that  there  might  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
Copies  of  all  Letters,  Memorials,  and  Reprefentations 
from  his  Majefty's  Minifter,  to  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, or  his  Agent  to  his  Majefty's  Minifter  here, 
relating  to  the  Redemption  of  Britijh  Captives, 
together  with  Copies  of  the  Anfwers  to,  and  Orders 
given  in  Confequence  of  fuch  Letters,  Memorials, 
and  Reprefentations.     Which  Motion  was  agreed  to; 

and 
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Ann©  1750.  and  in  pursuance  thereof,  a  great  many  Papers  werg 
laid  before  the  Houfe,  February  15,  and  16  \  but  no 
further  Notice  was  taken  of  the  Affair. 

On  the  15th  of  December •,  the  Houfe  made  an 
Order  that  the  proper  Officer  do  lay  before  the 
Houfe,  an  Account  of  the  Exports  and  Imports  to 
and  from  Sweden,  for  t«n  Years  laft  paft,  diftinguifhing 
each  Year  and  each  Species  of  Goods:  On  the  23d 
it  was  ordered,  that  the  proper  Officer  or  Officers 
fhould  lay  before  the  Houfe,  an  Account  of  the- 
Quantity  of  Iron  imported,  for  ten  Years  laft  paft,  from 
the  Britijh  Colonies  in  America,  diftinguifhing  each 
Year,  and  the  Quantity  imported  from  each  Colony, 
and  diftinguifhing  alfo  how  much  in  Pig,  and  how 
much  in  Bar.  And,  "January  25,  1749?  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  proper  Officer  or  Officers  mould  lay  before 
the  Houfe,  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Szvedijh 
Ships  trading  to  Great-Britain,  and  of  Britijh  Ships 
trading  to  Sweden  for  ten  Years  laft  paft,  diftinguifhing 
each  Yean 

But  the  Day  before  this  laft  Account  was  ordered, 
and  before  any  but  the  firft  was  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
it  was  refolved,  that  the  Houfe  would,  on  the  Thurf- 
day  fevennight,  being  February  1,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the 
State  of  the  Trade  betwixt  Great-Britain  and  Sweden ; 
which  Order  was  adjourned  till  next  Day,  and  then 
the  following  Accounts  and  Papers  were  referred  to 
the  faid  Committee,  viz.  1.  The  faid  Account  of 
Imports  and  Exports  from  and  to  Sweden.  2.  Copies 
of  the  feveral  Reports  made  to  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Navy,  by  the  Officers  of  his  Majefty's  Yards,  of 
the  Trials  of  Iron  imported  from  the  Plantations, 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  in  1736.  3.  Copy  of  a  Report 
made  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Navy,  by  the 
Officers  of  his  Majefty's  Yard  at  Deptford,  of  the 
Trial  of  two  Bars  of  Iron  received  by  Mr.  John 
Tomlinfon  from  New- England,  prefented  in  1736. 
And  the  following,  prefented  to  the  Houfe  in  1737  , 
(when  this  Affair  was  brought  before  the  Houfe,  upon 
a  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and  Ironmongers  of  this 
Kingdom,  trading  to  his  Majefty's  Colonies  in 
America,  but    nothing  done  in  it  that   Seffion,)  viz. 

1.  Aq 
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J.  An  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  Iron  imported  into  Anno  17; 
England  from  Chriflmas,  17 10,  to  Cbnfimas,  171 8, 
from  foreign  Countries,  with  the  Duties  payable 
thereon,  and  how  much  the  fame  amounted  to,  diftln- 
guiming  each  Country,  and  each  Year.  2,  An 
Account  of  the  Quantity  of  Iron  imported  into  Eng- 
land from  Chriftmas,  1728,  to  Chriflmas,  I735> 
from,  &c.  (as  in  the  former.)  3.  An  Account  of 
the  Quantities  of  Iron,  in  Bars,  Pigs,  or  Sows,  im* 
ported  into  England  from  the  Plantations,  diftin- 
guifhing  each  Species,  with  the  Duties  payable 
thereon,  and  how  much  the  fame  amounted  to,  from 
CbriJImas,  1710,  to  Chrifrmas,  171 8,  diftinguiihing 
each  Plantation,  and  each  Year.  4,  The  fame  Ac- 
count from  Cbrijfmas,  1728,  to  Cbrijhnas,  1735- 
5.  An  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  Sceel  imported 
into  England  from  Chriftmas,  17 18,  to  Cbri/lmas^  1735, 
the  Duty  payable  thereon,  and  what  the  Duties  have 
amounted  to,  diftinguiihing  each  Year,  and  each 
Country  from  whence  imported.  6.  An  Account  of 
the  Quantities  of  Iron  imported  into  England  from 
Cbrijlmas,  1735?  to  Cbriftmas,  1736,  from  foreign 
Countries,  with  the  Duties  payable  thereon,  and  how 
much  the  fame  amounted  to,  diftinguifhing  each 
Country.  And,  7.  An  Account  (as  before,  from  the 
Plantations)     from    Cbrijlmas,    1735?     to    Cbrijhnasy 

Thefe  Accounts  being  thus  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  fame;  and 
Mr.  Charles  Townjbend,  the  Chairman,  reported,  after 
the  Speaker  had  refumed  the  Chair,  that  they  had 
come  to  a  Refolution,  which  they  had  directed  him 
to  report,  when  the  Koufe  would  pleafe  to  receive 
the  fame ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
Report  ihould  be  received  the  next  Monday  Adorning, 
which  Order  being  adjourned  till  next  Day,  jpiefitny, 
February  6,  the  Refolution  cf  the  Committee  was 
then  read  and  agreed  to,  viz.  that  the  Duties  on  Pig 
and  Bar-Iron,  made  in,  and  imported  from,  his 
Majefty's  Colonies  in  America,  be  taken  off;  in  pur- 
fuance  of  which  Refolution  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  and  Mr.  Charles  Town/herd^  Mr.  Q$letan9 
Mr.    Horatio   Walt oh \    fenior,    the    Lord    Baltimore, 
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Ann©  1750.  Mr.  Alderman  Baker,  and  Mr.  Nugent,  were  ordered 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame:  And,  February  9, 
they  were  inftructed  by  the  Houfe  to  infert  in  the 
faid  Bill  a  Claufe  or  Claufes,  to  prevent  the  making 
of  Steel,  and  fetting  up  flitting  Mills  and  rolling 
Mills,  in  the  Britijh  Colonies  in  America. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
February  13,  by  Mr.  Charles  Townjhend,  being 
entitled,  A  Bill  to  encourage  the  Importation  of  Pig 
and  Bar-Iron  from  America,  and  to  prevent  the  make- 
ing  of  Steel,  or  fetting  up  Slitting  Mills  or  Rolling 
Mills  in  the  Britifh  Colonies  there,  and  was  then 
read  a  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
Time  on  that  Day  fortnight. 

February  15,  the  Houfe  refolved  to  addrefs  his 
Majefty  for  a  Copy  of  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Corn- 
mifiioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  of  January  23,  17335  in  Obedience  to  his 
Majefty's  Commands,  purfuant  to  an  Addrefs  of  that 
Houfe  to  his  Majefty  of  June  13  preceding,  for  an 
Account  of  the  Laws  made,  Manufactures  fet  up, 
and  Trade  carried  on,  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  Colo- 
nies and  Plantations  in  America,  which  may  have  af- 
fected the  Trade.  Navigation,  and  Manufactures  of 
this  Kingdom.  The  21ft,  the  proper  Officers  were 
ordered  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  an  Account  of  what 
Quantities  of  Leather  had  been  exported  from  the 
Year  1732,  to  the  Year  1738,  inclufive ;  And  alfo 
an  Account  of  the  Produce  of  the  Duties  payable  on 
Leather  during  the  faid  Time.  And  the  27th,  there 
.was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  a  Petition  of 
the  Tanners  of  Leather,  in  and  about  the  Town 
of  Sheffeld  in  Torkjhire,  fetting  forth,  the  great 
Supply  of  Bark  of  Oak  (without  which  tanned 
Leather  could  not  be  made)  occafioned  by  Furnaces 
and  Forges  for  making  Iron ;  and  alledging,  that  if  the 
faid  Bill  fhould  pafs,  as  Englijh  Iron  could  not  be 
afforded  upon  equal  Terms  with  the  American,  thofe 
Furnaces  and  Forges  would  be  difcontinued,  and  the 
Woods  now  preferved  for  their  Supply  would  be 
cleared,  whereby  the  Petitioners  would  be  deprived 
of  a  Supply  of  Oak-Bark  fufficient  for  the  Con- 
tinuance of  their  Trades  *  but  that  if  the  Bill  fhould 
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fee  confined  to  the  taking  off  the  Duty  on  Pig-Iron  Anno  1750; 
only,  the  Petitioners  were  not  apprehenfive  of  any 
fuch  Confequence,  becaufe  if  the  Number  of  Furnaces 
ihould  be-  leffened,  that  of  Forges  will  be  increafed ; 
therefore  prayings  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Bill  as 
related  to  the  free  Importation  of  the  American  Iron 
in  Bar,  might  not  pafs  into  a  Law,  or  that  the  Peti- 
tioners might  have  fuch  Provifion,  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  our  Trade,  as  the  Nature  of  their  Cafe 
required,  and  the  Houfe  mould  think  meet. 

At  the  fame  Time  there  was  preiented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read,  a  Petition  of  the  Iron  Mafters,  Owners, 
Proprietors,  and  Farmers  of  Furnaces  and  Iron 
Forges,  in  and  about  the  faid  Town  of  Sheffield,  fet- 
ting  forth,  that  they  were  largely  concerned  in  Fur- 
naces, Forges,  and  other  Iron  Works,  and  had  been 
at  great  Expence  in  erecting  and  fupporting  the  faid 
Works;  and  that  under  them,  and  the  other  Iron 
Mafters  of  this  Kingdom,  great  Numbers  of  People 
were  employed,  by  means  whereof  many  Thoufands 
of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  were  fupported  ;  and  alledg- 
ing,  that  mould  the  faid  Bill,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
taking  off  the  Duty  on  Bar-Iron  imported  from 
America^  pafs  into  a  Law,  they  were  apprehenfive, 
that  it  could  not  in  any  Degree  leffen  the  Confump- 
tion  of  Swedijh  Iron,  the  latter  being  ufed  in,  and  fit 
for  Purpofes,  which  neither  the  American  nor  Britijh 
Irons  will  fuit;  but  they  feared,  that  fuch  Encou- 
ragement would  by  the  Bill  be  given  to  the  making  of 
Bar-Iron  in  thofe  Colonies,  (plentifully  and  cheaply 
fupplied  with  Wood  and  other  Materials  for  that 
Purpofe,)  and  to  the  Importing  of  it  into  this  King- 
dom Duty-free,  that  Britijh  Iron  could  net  be  afforded 
upon  equal  Terms  with  the  American,  to  the  Overthrew 
of  that  Branch  of  the  Britijh  Trade,  and  the  Ruin 
of  many  thoufand  Labourers  and  Workmen,  amongfl 
whom,  upon  a  moderate  Computation,  icc,oco/.  a 
Year,  and  upwards,  was  expended  in  Wages,  and 
who  would  be  forced  to  feek  their  Livelihood  in 
foreign  Countries;  and  if  the  Dependance  of  all 
the  Iron  Manufacturers  of  this  Kingdom  for  a  Supply 
of  Iron,  mould  be  upon  the  Importation  of  that 
from  the  Plantations,  fubmitting  to  the  Conilderation 
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A»no  1750.  of  the  Houfe,  whether,  by  the  Removal  of  ouf 
V,,,,.  --1.  -!■■,_ '  Manufactures  abroad,  or  from  the  Scarcity  of  Iron 
at  home,  by  reafon  of  the  Danger  and  Uncertanty  of 
its  Importation,  (in  Cafe  of  War,)  many  thoufand 
Families  might  not  be  thrown  idle,  and  reduced  to 
Want  and  Mifery;  therefore  praying,  as  in  the 
foregoing  Petition. 

Many  other  Petitions  to  the  fame  EffecT-,  both  from 
Matters  of  Iron- Works  and  Tanners,  and  Gentlemen 
and  Freeholders,  were  prefented  againit  the  general 
Scope  of  this  Bill,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  their 
Counfel  againft.  it;  and  the  Bill  being  read  a  fecond 
Time  on  the  27th,  and  committed  to  a  Commrttee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  for' '  Thurfday  fevennight,  the  Peti- 
tioners had  Leave  to  be  heard  by  their  Counfel 
againft.  it. 

March  6,  the  Houfe  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
them,  an  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  Bar-Iron 
exported  to  the  Briiijh  Plantations,  from  Chriftmas^ 
1746,  to  Chriftmas,  1749,  diftinguifhing  each  Year. 
And  upon  the  8th  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read,  a  Petition  of  the  Ironmongers,  Smiths, 
and  others  of  the  Town  of  Birmingham  in  IVanvick- 
jhire,  alledging,  that  if  a  Bill  for  encouraging  the 
importing  of  Pig  and  Bar-Iron  from  America  mould 
pais  into  a  Law,  under  proper  Reftri£tions  in  Regard 
to  the  Manufacturing  of  Iron  in  America,  it  would 
be  of  great  Benefit  to  the  Trade  of  this  Nation;  for 
that  it  would  encourage  the  People  in  our  American 
Colonies  to  take  more  Goods  from  this  Nation  than 
they  have  hitherto  done,  becaufe  it  would  enable;  them 
to  make  Returns,  which  was  a  Difficulty  they  had 
laboured  under  for  want  of  Commodities  fit  for  fuch  ; 
that  all  the  Iron-Works  in  this  Kingdom  did  not 
fupply  half  the  Quantity  of  Iron  fufficient  to  carry 
on  the  Iron  Manufacture,  and  that  if  great  Part  of 
the  Deficiency  could  be  fupplied  from  the  American 
Colonies,  we  mould  not  be  under  the  Neceffity  of 
importing  fuch  Quantities  from  Sweden,  for  which 
we  paid  annually  large  Sums  in  Specie-  and  that  the 
bringing  of  Iron  from  America,  could  not  affect  the 
Iron- Works  and  Gentiemens  Woods  in  this  King- 
dom, moxes.  than  if  the  like  Quantity  of   Iron  was 
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to  be  brought  from  any  other  Country  $  therefore  Ann©  1750. 
praying,  that  fuch  Encouragement  might  be  given  ? 
for  the  Importation  of  Pig  and  Bar-Iron  from  America, 
as  the  Houfe  mould  think  proper ;  but  further  pray- 
ing, that  the  American  People  might  be  retrained  from 
erecting  any  Slitting  or  Rolling-Mills,  or  any  Forges 
for  plating  Iron,  and  under  fuch  other  Reftraints  as 
might  feem  meet  to  the  Houfe,  to  fecure  for  ever  the 
Trade  to  this  Country. 

March  12,  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and 
read,  a  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  Manufacturers  of 
Iron,  and  Ironmongers  of  Great-Britain,  alledging, 
that  the  faid  Bill  would  be  greatly  for  the  Advantage 
and  Benefit  of  this  Kingdom,  as  it  might,  in  aCourfe 
of  Years,  be  the  only  Means  of  rendering  Great- 
Britain  independent  of  the  Northern  Crowns  for  Sup- 
plies of  that  Commodity,  from  whence  were  annually 
imported  about  20,000  Tons,  the  greateft  Part  of 
which  was  paid  for  in  ready  Money,  particularly  to 
Sweden,  from  which  was  imported  into  Great-Britain 
and  Ireland,  more  Bar-Iron  than  was  taken  from  them 
by  all  Europe  befides  ;  that  the  American  Bar-Iron  was 
good,  and  applicable  to  all  the  Ufes  of  Swedijh  Iron* 
as  had  formerly  been  fufficiently  made  appear ;  that  all 
proper  Encouragement  mould  be  given  for  the  making 
of  Bar-Iron  in  America,  as  it  would  be  the  only  Me- 
thod whereby  Great-Britain  might  be  relieved,  and 
prevented  from  being  diftrefled  for  want  of  that  moil 
ufeful  Commodity,  in  Cafe  of  any  Rupture  between 
the  Northern  Powers  ;  and  that  an  Encouragement 
for  the  Importation  of  Bar-Iron  from  Arnerica  would 
be  the  only  Means  to  prevent  their  manufacturing  it 
there,  the  Want  of  which  had  been  the  chief  Occafion 
of  their  firft  entering  into  that  Manufacture ;  there- 
fore praying,  as  in  the  laft  Petition. 

Befides  thefe,  many  other  Petitions  to  the  fame  Efy 
feci:  were  prefented  ;  and  the  Commitment  of  the  Bill 
having  been  adjourned  to  the  13th,  the  Houfe  then 
refolved  itfelf  into  the  laid  Committee,  and  made  feme 
Progrefs.  Next  Day  they  went  again  into  the  faid 
Committee,  as  likewife  on  the  20th,  when,  after  feme 
Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair, 
Jliid  Mr,  John  Pittt  the  Chairman,  reported,  that  they 
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Ann©  1750.  had  heard  Counfel  and  Evidence,  and  confidered  the 
Petitions  to  them  referred,  and  had  gone  through  the 
Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  Houfe 
would  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  received  the  Thurfday  following,  at  Twelve 
o'Clock,  which  it  was  accordingly;  and  after  agree- 
ing to  the  firft  Amendment,  the  further  Confideration 
of  it  was  adjourned  till  the  Monday  following,  when  the 
other  Amendments,  with  Amendments  to  feveral  of 
them,  were  agreed  to ;  and  feveral  Claufes  were  added, 
and  feveral  Amendments  made  by  the  Houfe  to  the 
Bill  ;  after  which  it  was  ordered  to  be  ingrofTed. 

March  29,  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  Time,  and  one 
Claufe  being  added  by  way  of  Rider,  and  another 
Claufe  offered  likewife  by  way  of  Rider,  a  Debate  arofe 
upon  it,  which  was  adjourned  till  next  Morning,  when 
the  Claufe  was  withdrawn  ;  and  after  an  Amendment 
was  made  by  the  Houfe  to  the  Bill,  it  was  refolved 
that  the  Bill  mould  pafs,  and  that  itfhould  be  intitled, 
An  Aft  to  encourage  the  Importation  of  Pig  and  Bar- Iron 
from  his  Majejlys  Coknies  in  America,  and  to  prevent  the 
Ereclion  of  any  Mill^  or  other  Engine ',  for  flitting  or 
rolling  of  I?*on,  or  any  Plating  Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt- 
Hammer,  or  any  Furnace  for  making  Steel  in  any  of  the 
faid  Coknies ;  after  which  Mr.  John  Pitt  was  ordered  to 
carry  it  to  the  Lords,  and  deilre  their  Concurrence. 

Through  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  important  Af- 
fair, and  indeed  from  the  Petitions  that  were  prefent- 
ed,  it  appeared,  that  People  generally  judge  that  to  be 
the  public  Intereft,  which  is  moil  fuitable  to  their 
private  Intereft  ;  and  when  Merchants,  Manufacturers* 
or  Dealers,  are  examined  as  to  the  Confequences  of 
any  intended  new  Regulation  in  Trade,  their  Opinion 
is  generally  found  to  be  directed  by  the  fame  felflfh 
Confideration  ;  yet,  though  it  appears,  that  the  Judge- 
ment of  Mankind  is  in  all  fuch  Cafes  biafTed  by  pri- 
vate Intereft,  fome  have  the  Confidence  to  afiert,  that 
neither  the  Opinion  nor  Vote  of  a  Place-Man,  who 
holds  a  lucrative  Place  at  the  Pleafure  of  a  Minifter, 
can  be  any  Way  biafTed  in  Favour  of  any  Scheme  or 
Proportion  adopted  by  that  Mmifter,  of  whom  he 
Holds  his  Place, 
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In  this  Affair,  however,  it  appears  from  the  many.  Anno  1750, 
Papers  and  Accounts  called  for,  and  which  we  have 
for  that  Reafon  particularly  mentioned,  that  the  Houfe 
was  refolved  not  to  depend  upon  the  Opinion  of  the 
interefted  upon  either  Side  of  the  Queftion,  and  there- 
fore we  have  good  Reafon  to  believe,  that  they  came 
to  a  right  Determination. 

The  next  Bill  we  {hall  take  Notice  of,  was  that 
relating  to  the  Fifhery,  which  had  its  Foundation 
pretty  early  in  the  Seffion  ;  for  on  January  15,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  refolved,  that  on  the  Tburfday 
fevennight  following,  it  would  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the 
State  of  the  Britijb  Fifhery;  and  as  foon  as  this- 
Refolution  was  agreed  to,  there  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  and  read,  a  Petition  of  the  Bailiffs,  Chamber- 
lains, Commonalty,  and  Fifhermen  of  the  Town  and 
Corporation  of  Southwold  in  Suffolk  ;  fetting  forth, 
That  the  faid  Town  had,  for  Time  out  of  Mind, 
been  an  ancient  Filing  Town  for  Herrings  and  Sprats, 
which  were  redded  by  the  Merchants,  Fifhermen,  and 
others  refiding  in  and  near  the  faid  Town  ;  and  alfo 
for  catching  of  Cod,  Skeets,  and  other  Line  Fifh, 
which  had  been  the  only  Support  of  a  great  Number 
of  Families  for  feveral  Years  laft  paft ;  but  that,  to  the 
Surprize  of  the  Petitioners,  the  Dutch  had,  for  better 
than  eight  Years  paft,  fifhed  in  their  Skoots  fo  near  the 
Shore,  that  their  Nets  had  fwept  upon  the  Ground, 
which  not  only  fweeped  the  Herring  Fifh  out  of  the 
Bay,  but  alfo  hindered  the  Petitioners  in  laying  Lines 
for  Cod,  Skeets,  and  other  Fifh,  as  there  had  been 
IOO  Dutch  Skoots  at  a  Time  anchoring  and  driving  in 
the  faid  Bay  in  two  or  three  Fathoms  Water,  fo  that 
the  Petitioners,  to  their  great  Lofs,  could  not  fifh  by 
Night  or  by  Day  ;  and  that  if  at  any  Time  the  Peti- 
tioners informed  them  thereof,  or  gave  them  the  leaft 
Umbrage  for  their  foul  fifhing,  they  threatned  to  run 
over  them,  and  fink  their  Boats,  or  tear  their  Nets 
with  their  Lee-Boards,  which  Proceedings,  the  Peti- 
tioners were  informed,  were  contrary  to  Treaties^ 
and,  if  not  prevented,  in  future,  would  be  the  entire 
Ruin  of  a  great  Number  of  Families ;  and  therefore 
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Anno  1750.  praying  for  fuch  Relief  as  to  the  Houfe  mould  feem 
meet. 

Which  Petition  was  referred  to  the  faid  Committee; 
and  on  the  25th,  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read,  a  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  and  others, 
concerned  in  the  Herring-Fifhery  of  Loweftoff^  in  Suf- 
folk^ containing  the  fame  Complaint  againft  the  French 
as  well  as  the  Dutch  •>  and  adding,  that  as  the  French 
and  Dutch  Boats  were  much  larger,  and  had  more  Men 
than  theirs,  they  durft  not  fifh  amongfl  them,  for  Fear 
of  having  their  Nets  cut,  or  otherwife  deflrcyed  by 
them,  as  had  often  beenthe  Cafe,  to  the  Lofs  of  many 
hundred  Pounds,  particularly  within  the  laft  two 
Years. 

This  Petition  Was  likewife  referred  to  the  fame  Com- 
mittee ;  and  the  fame  Day,  the  Houfe,  according  to 
Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee,  as  it  did 
again,  February  14 ;  and  next  Day  JJeutenant-Gene- 
ral  Oglethorpe^  their  Chairman,  reported,  by  Order, 
their  Refolutions,  which  were  agreed  to  by  theHoufea 
and  were  as  follow,  viz. 

j.  That  the  carrying  on  the  BritiJJi  white  Herring 
£nd  Cod  Fifheries,  would  be  of  great  Advantage  to 
the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  and 
that  all  Impediments  to  the  fame  ought  to  lie  removed 
sis  much  as  poiTible, 

2.  That  as  a  further  Encouragement  to.  all  Perfons 
whatfoever5  as  well  Bodies  politic  and  corporate,  as 
others,  to  engage  in  the  white  Herring  and  Cod- 
Fifheries,  a  Bountv  of  30;.  per  Ton  fhould  be  grant- 
ed and  paid  out  of  the  Cuftoms  to  all  new  Veflels 
from  twenty  to  eighty  Tons  Burthen,  which  mould 
be  built  for  that  Purpofe,  and  actually  employed  in  the 
laid  Fifhery. 

3.  That  for  the  encouraging  Adventurers  to  employ' 
their  Money  in  the  faid  Fifheries,  a  Society  mould  be 
incorporated,  under  the  Name  of  The  Free  Britljh 
Fifhery,  by  a  Charter,  not  exclufive,  with  Power  to. 
raife  a  Capital  not  exceeding  500,000/.  and  that  3/. 
10 j'.  per  Cent,  per  Annum  fhould  be  granted-  and  paid 
out  of  the  CuMoms,  to  the  Proprietors  for  fourteen 
Years,  for  lb  much  of  the  Capital  as  fhould  be  actually 
■employed  in  the  laid  Fifheries. 

Purfuant. 
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Purfuant  to  thefe  Refolutions,  a  Bill  was  ordered  Anno  175c 
to  be  brought  in,  and  Lieutenant-General  Oglethorpe, 
the  Lord  Baltimore,  Mr.  Alderman  Janjfen,  Sir  James 
Lozvther,  Admiral  Vernon,  Sir  Richard  Lloyd,  Sir  John 
Cuft,  and  Mr.  Townfioend,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

The-  Reader  will  obferve,  that  this  Committee  did 
not  come  to  any  Refolution  relating  to  the  tv/o  Peti- 
tions above  mentioned,  and  indeed,  they  did  not  fo 
much  as  take  them  into  their  Confideration  ;  becaufe 
the  Petitioners  could  not  fay,  that  they  had  ever  ap- 
plied to  his  Majefty  in  Council,  or  to  any  of  his  Mini- 
sters, for  Redrefs  of  the  Grievance  they  complained  of; 
and  it  was  very  juftly  thought  improper  to  bring  fuch 
an  Affair  under  the  Confideration  of  Parliament,  un- 
lefs  the  Petitioners  had  previoufly  applied  to  the  proper 
Place,  and  had  not  in  a  reafonable  Time  met  with 
any  Redrefs.  However,  thefe  Petitions  were  probably 
of  fome  Service  to  the  Bill,  and  may  likewife  be  of  Ser- 
vice to  the  Petitioners  when  they  apply  properly  for 
Redrefs, 

February  26,  General  Oglethorpe  prefented  the  Bifi 
to  the  Houfe,  being  intitled,  A  Bill  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  the  JBritifh  white  Herring  and  Cod  Fificrics ; 
when  the  fame  was  read  a  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  to  be  printed.  March  6, 
it  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  committed  ;  and  on  the 
15th,  two  Petitions  were  prefented  and  read  j.  one  from 
feveral  Merchants  and  Owners  of  Ships  and  VefTels 
belonging  to  Great  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk ;  and  the 
other  from  feveral  Mailers  and  Owners  of  Ships  and 
VefTels  belonging  to  LoweJloff\  in  Suffolk  ;  both  letting 
forth,  That  they  had  feveral  Ships  and  VefTels  built 
for,  and  fit  to  be  employed  in  the  faid  Fifheries  ;  and 
therefore  praying,  that  the  Bounty  might  be  extended 
to  VefTels  built  before,  as  well  as  thofe  built  after  the 
Commencement  of  the  Bill,  or  that  they  fhould  have 
fuch  other  Encouragement,  as  to  the  Houfe  fhould 
feem  reafonable  :  But  they  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  ;  and  no  Alteration  was  made  as  to  this  Part  of 
the  Bill. 

March  17,  the  Bill  paffed  through  the  Committee, 
with  feveral  Amendments  ;  the  Bill  afterwards  paffed, 
and  was  fent  to  the  Lords,  ~  In 
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Anno  1750.  In  tne  Upper  Houfe  it  run  a  great  Rifle  of  being 
rejected,  or  atleaft  of  having  Amendments  made  to  it, 
which  would  have  made  the  Commons  reject  it,  as 
being  a  Money-Bill ;  for  when  their  Lordfhips  went 
into  a  Committee  upon  it,  April  4,  both  the  Earl  of 
Winchelfea,  and  the  Lord  Sandys ,  declared  againft  the 
whole  of  the  Bill,  becaufe  they  thought,  that  inftead 
of  encouraging,  it  would  ruin  the  Britijh  Fifhery ; 
and  afterwards  feveral  Amendments  were  propofed  ; 
but  no  Queftion  was  infifted  on  till  they  came  to  con- 
fider  the  Preamble  of  the  Bill,  where  the  Commons 
had  omitted  to  leave  out  the  Words,  and  Cod,  though 
they  had  left  them  out  of  the  Title ;  therefore  the 
leaving  thefe  Words  out  of  the  Preamble  was  infifted 
on  ;  whereupon  there  enfued  a  Debate,  in  which  the 
Lord  Sandys,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  fpoke  for  leaving  out  thefe  Words  ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Argyll,  the  Earl  of  Granville,  and  the 
Lord  Bathurjl,  againft  it.  At  laft  the  Queftion  was 
put,  if  the  Words,  and  Cod,  fhould  ftand  Part  of  the 
Preamble;  upon  which  the  Houfe  divided,  and  the 
Queftion  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  31  not  con- 
tents, to  18  contents.  After  this  the  Bill  was  read  a 
third  Time,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  with  this 
Amendment,  April  6,  to  which  their  Concurrence 
was  defired. 

Though  this  was  but  a  very  fmall  Amendment,  yet 
It  was  of  great  Confequence  to  tbe  Privileges  of  the 
Commons,  as  this  was  confeftedly  a  Money-Bill. 
However,  as  every  Gentleman  was  zealous  for  encou- 
raging the  Britifi  Fifhery,  an  Expedient  was  found 
for  agreeing  to  it,  without  injuring  their  Privileges,  as 
follows,  viz. 

When  the  Amendment  was  taken  into  Considera- 
tion and  twice  read,  the  Houfe  was  moved,  That 
feveral  Entries  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  upon 
the  faid  Bill,  contained  in  the  Minute  Books,  and  in 
the  printed  Votes  of  that  Houfe,  of  March  21  and  26 
laft,  fhewing  the  Title  of  the  faid  Bill,  as  the  Houfe 
had  proceeded  upon  it,  and  the  Alteration  made  by  the 
Houfe  in  the  faid  Title,  upon  pacing  the  faid  Bill, 
might  be  read  \  which  being  read  accordingly,  and 
fome  Account  given  to  the  Houfe  of  what  paffed  in 

Part 


C  9'   3 

Part  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Amo  175©, 
Bill,  it  was  moved,  that  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of 
January  25,  in  the  5th  of  William  and  Mary,  in  Re- 
lation to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  A- 
mendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Bill,  intitled, 
An  Acl  for  granting  to  their  Majeflies  an  Aid  of  4s.  in 
the  Pound,  &c.  might  be  read ;  and  the  fame  being 
read  accordingly,  the  Amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 
General  Oglethorpe  was  ordered  to  carry  the  Bill  to  the 
Lords,  and  acquaint  them  therewith  ;  and  it  was. or- 
dered, that  the  faid  Amendment  mould  be  particularly 
entered  in  the  Journal  of  that  Houfe,  to  the  End  the 
Nature  thereof  might  appear. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1 750,  Mr.  TJwmas  Pitt 
moved  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  limiting  the 
refpective  Times  at,  and  Conditions  upon,  which, 
every  non-commiflion  Officer  or  Soldier,  now,  or  who 
may  hereafter  be  fuch,  in  his  Majeiry's  Service,  mall 
be  intitled  to  be  difcharged  from  the  faid  Service,  not- 
withstanding a  Number  of  Forces  by  Land  mail  by 
Authority  of  Parliament  be  kept  on  foot ;  which  Mo- 
tion being  feconded,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  faid  Mr. 
Pitt,  the  Lord  Baltimore,  and  Mr.  Sydenham,  were  or- 
dered to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

As  a  Bill  of  the  fame  Nature  had  been  brought  in 
the  preceding  Seflion,  the  Bill  was  foon  prepared,  and 
on  the  17th  it  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  a 
firft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time  ; 
after  which  a  Motion  was  made,  that  fuch  a  Number 
Of  Copies  of  the  faid  Bill  be  printed,  as  fhall  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  Members  of  the  Houfe ;  whereupon  it 
was  moved,  by  way  of  Amendment  to  the  Motion, 
to  infert  after  the  Word  (Copies)  thefe  Words  (of  the 
enabling  Part  and  the  Provifo)  but  this  Amendment 
being  upon  the  Queftion  rejected,  the  Queftion  was 
then  put  upon  the  Motion,  and  pafTed  in  the  Negative 
by  192  to  99  :  The  principal  Speakers  for  the  Motion, 
that  is  to  fay,  for  printing  the  whole  Bill,  being  the 
faid  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  General  Oglethorpe, 
the  Lord  Strange,  Mr.  ISiigent,  and  Mr.  Vyner ;  and 
the  principal  Speakers  againft  it  were,  Mr.  Secretary 
at  War,  Mr.  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  IFil- 
\\am  Pifa  and  Mr,  Horaik  Walple,  fenior. 

January 


r  92  1 

Aa»»  175*.  'January  26,  the  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe :  Fe~ 
bruary  7,  the  Houfe  in  a  Committee  went  through  the 
Bill,  and  the  i3tk  the  Report  was  received  and  agreed 
to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  ingrofTed  ;  in  all  which 
Stages  it  met  with  little  or  no  Oppofition  j  but  when 
it  came  to  be  read  a  third  Time,  which  was  on  the 
16th,  and  a  Motion  being  made  for  its  paffing,  a  De- 
bate arofe,  in  which  the  principal  Speakers  for  the  Bill 
were,  Mr.  Willis,  Admiral  Vernon,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt, 
Lord  Strange,  Mr.  Prowfe,  General  Oglethorpe,  Earl 
of  Eg-nioni,  Mr.  Henry  Bathurjl,  and  Dodtor  Lee  ;  and 
the  chief  Speakers  againft  it  were,  Mr.  Hay,  Colonel 
'  Haldane,  Colonel  Lyttehon,  Lord  Barrington,  Colonel 
Campbel,  Lord  George  Sackville,  Colonel  Conway,  Mr, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Legge.  A% 
laft  the  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Ne- 
gative by  154  to  92. 

There  was  another  unfortunate  Bill  brought  in  this 
Sei^on,  which,  though  not  remarkable  in  itfelf,  be* 
came,  remarkable  by  the  mighty  Support  it  received,, 
and  then  at  laft  more  mighty  Oppofition  it  met  with  \ 
for  in  all  its  Stages  it  was  better  attended,  than  the 
moft  important  Affair  that  happened  during  the  Sej&on, 
The  Bill  was  for  repairing  the  Road  leading  from 
JVeftwood-Gate  in  the  Parifh  of  Knotting  in  the  County 
of  Bedford,  over  Ditchford-Bridge,  through  the  Towns 
of  Kettering  and  Rothwcll>  in  the  County  of  Northamp-* 
ton,  to  the  Town  of  Market-Har borough  in  the  County 
of  Leicejier.  Upon  almoft  every  Step  made  in  this 
Affair,  there  was  a  Debate  and  Divifion,  and  at  laft, 
when  a  Motion  was  made,  February  1 3,  for  the  Bill's 
being  ingrofTed,  there  enfued  a  long 'Debate,  after 
which  the  Queftion  was  put,  and  carried-  in  the  Nega- 
tive by  208  to  154. 

yanuary  16,  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and 
read,  a  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  Weavers,  Throw-. 
Iters,  Dyers,  and  other  Manufacturers  of  Raw  and 
Thrown  Silks  ;  fettina;  forth,  That  of  late  Years  they 
hzd  improved  the  Manufacture  01  Silk,  fo  as  not  only 
to  fupply  our  home  Confumption,  but  to  export  great 
Quantities  ;  and  that  the  Supply  of  fine  fhort  raw 
Silk  had  been  heretofore  from  It  ah  and  Spain,  except 
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a  fmall  precarious  Portion  from  China ;  but  that  the  Anaa  175; 
Exportation  of  fuch  Sorts  of  Silk  had  been  of  late  !' 
abfolutely  prohibited  in  both  thofe  Countries;  by 
which  the  Price  of  thrown  Silk,  the  only  Species  al- 
lowed then  to  be  exported  from  Italy,  had  rifen  fro'm 
30  to  40/.  per  Cent,  above  its  ufual,  which  had  already 
occafioned  the  putting  down  a  great  many  Looms,  ani 
would  a  great  many  more :  That  nothing  could  more 
effectually  fecure  this  Branch  of  Bufinefs  to  the  Na- 
tion, than  the  producing  a  Supply  of  raw  Silk  in  fome 
of  his  Majefty's  Dominions,  which  .might  be  done  hi 
the  Southern  Colonies  of  America,  five  hundred  Pounds 
of  raw  Silk  having  fi nee  the  Peace  been  imported  into 
London  from  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which,  upon  Trial, 
had  been  found  to  anfwer  all  the  Purpofes  of  the  bell: 
Italian  Organzine ;  and  that,  if  proper  Encourage- 
ment were  given  to  the  Production  of  raw  Silk  in  his- 
Majefty's  Colonies  of  America,  it  would  be  a  Means# 
in  a  few  Years,  of  fecuring  a  conftant  and  confidera- 
ble  Supplv,  and  would  be  a  Saving  to  the  Nation  of 
fome  hundreds  of  thoufand  Pounds,  annually  paid  to 
Italy  and  Spain  for  thrown  and  raw  Silk  ;  befides  many 
other  national  Advantages,  which  would  accrue  by 
the  Returns  thereof  in  Goods  to  America ;  therefore 
praying  fuch  Relief  as  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe  mould 
require^ 

This  Petition  being  referred  to  the  Confideration  of 
a  Committee,  and  a  great  many  Accounts  relating  to 
the  Manufacture,  Importation,  and  Exportation  of 
Silk,  being  laid  before  the  Houfe  by  Order,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  Committee  ;  before  they  made  any 
Report,  viz.  January  26,  it  was  refolved,  that  the 
Houfe  would,  on  the  Tuefday  fevennight,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of 
the  State  of  the  Silk  Manufactures  of  this  Kingdom  ; 
and  the  Report  from  this  I  aft  Committee  having  been 
made,  the  following  Refolutions  were,  February  9, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  wz, 

1.  That  the  encouraging  the  Importation  of  China 
raw  Silk,  to  be  manufactured  in  this  Kingdom,  will 
be  a  public  Benefit,  and  greatly  contribute  to  the  2n- 
cfeafe  and  Improvement  of  the  Silk  Manufacture. 

2.  T'h.at 
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Anno  1750.  2»  That  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Importation 
©f  China  raw  Silk,  the  feveral  and  refpective  Duties 
now  payable  thereon,  by  Virtue  of  feveral  A6ts  of 
Parliament  now  in  Force,  fhall,  from  and  after  the  24th 
of  June,  1750*  ceafe^  determine,  and  be  no  longer 
paid* 

3.  That  in  lieu  of  the  Duties  fo  determined,  there 
fhall  be  payable  and  paid,  from  and  after  the  faid  24th 
of  fune,  the  fame  Rates  and  Duties  upon  all  China 
raw  Silk  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  as  are  now 
by  Law  payable  for  raw  Silk  of  the  Growth  of  Italy. 

4.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  24th  of  June,  the 
like  Drawback  fhall  be  allowed  upon  the  Exportation 
of  China  raw  Silk,  as  is  now  allowed  upon  the  Ex- 
portation of  raw  Silk  of  the  Growth  of  Italy. 

Upon  thefe  Refolutions  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  and  that  Lord  Duplin,  Mr.  Horatio  Wal- 
pole,  fenior,  Sit  William  Calvert,  Mr.  Alderman  Baker9 
Mr.  Neale,  Mr.  Scrope,  Mr.  Weft,  and  Mr.  Matthew 
Robinfon,  mould  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

This  Bill  was  accordingly  prefented  by  the  Lord 
Duplin,  February  16,  and  having  paffed  both  Honfes 
without  Oppofition,  received  the  Royal  AlTent,  March 
j  4,  being  then  in  titled,  An  Atl  for  repealing  the  Duties 
?iow  payable  upon  China  raw  Silk,  and  for  granting  other 
Duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

We  fhall  now  return  to  the  Committee  to  whom 
the  Petition  above  mentioned  was  referred,  whofe  Re- 
port was  made  to  the  Houfe  by  Sir  William  Calvert ', 
February  15,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  ;  and  their  Report  being  taken  into  Confidera- 
tion,  March  1,  the  following  Refolutions  were  agreed 
to,  viz. 

1.  That  it  will  greatly  tend  to  the  Increafe  and 
Improvement  of  the  Silk  Manufactures  of  this  King- 
dom, to  encourap-e  the  Growth  and  Culture  of  Silk 
in  his  Majefty's  Dominions  in  America. 

2.  That  the  Duties  now  payable  on  raw  Silks, 
imported  from  his  Majefty's  Dominions  in  America^ 
do  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no  longer  paid. 

Upon  thefe  Refolutions  it  was  ordered,  that  Leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  and  that  Sir  William  Cal- 
vert, and  Mr.   Calklony  mould  prepare  "find  bring  in 
4  lhe 


[    95    1 

the  fame.  Accordingly,  March  21 ,  the  Rii!  was  pre- 
ferred by  Sir  William,  after  which  it  paffed  both  Houfes 
without  Oppofition,  and  received  the  Royal  AfTent  at 
the  End  of  the  Seflion,  being  then  intitled,  An  Acf 
for  encouraging  the  Growth  and  Culture  of  raw  Silk  in  his 
"Majejifs  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  America. 

March  20?  there  was  prefented  to  the  Koufe 
and  read,  a  Petition  of  the  Fellowfhip  of  Englijh 
Merchants  for  Difcovery  of  new  Trades,  commonly 
called  the  RuJJia  Company,  fetting  forth,  That  the 
Petitioners  were  rendered  incapable  to  import  raw  Silk 
from  Perjla  through  RuJJia,  under  the  Act  of  the  14th 
of  his  Alajefty's  Reign,  Chap.  36,  by  Reafon  of  an 
Interdiction  of  their  Trade  to  Perjia  ;  therefore  pray- 
ing to  be  enabled  to  import  in  Britijh-b\xi\t  Shipping, 
navigated  according  to  Law,  from  any  Place  belong- 
ing to  the  Empire  of  RuJJia,  raw  Silk  of  the  Growth 
of  Perjia,  being  purchafed  in  RuJJia  by  Barter  with 
Woollen,  or  other  Manufactures,  Goods,  or  Com- 
modities, exported  from  Great-Britain  to  RuJJia,  or 
with  the  Produce  arifing  from  the  Sales  of  fuch  Goods 
fo  exported,  as  aforefaid. 

This  Petition  was  accompanied  with  another  of  the 
Bailiffs,  Wardens,  Amftants,  and  Commonalty  of 
the  Weavers  of  London,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Im- 
portation of  Perjia  Silk  from  RuJJia  had  been  for  fome 
Time  difcontinued,  the  Importers  not  being  able  to 
take  the  Oath  required  by  the  abovementioned  Act, 
becaufe  the  Britijh  Factors  were  not  permitted  to  carry 
their  Goods  through  RuJJia  directly  to  Perjia ;  and 
that  by  this  Means  they  would  be  di fabled  from  pur- 
chafing  any  Perfian  Silk  for  the  future,  which  would 
be  a  great  Prejudice  to  our  Silk  Manufacture  ;  there- 
fore praying  for  fuch  Relief  as  mould  appear  reafon- 
able. 

Upon  thefe  Petitions  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  ;  and  that  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  fenior,  the  Lord 
Duplin,  and  Mr.  Charles  TovjnJl)end,  fhould  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  fame  j  and  accordingly  Mr.  Walpoh 
prefented  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe  the  next  Day,  when  it 
was  read  a  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
Time,  which  it  was  the  Day  following,  and  commit- 
ted 
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ted  to  a  Gommittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  for  the  Tuef- 
day then  next. 

This  Difpach  was  probably  made  to  prevent  Oppo- 
ntion,  as  the  Bill  interfered  with  the  Trade  of  the 
Turkey  Company ;  and  in  all  fuch  Cafes  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  public  Intereff.  is  never  impartially 
confidered  by  thofe  whofe  private  Interelt  feems  to  be 
in  Danger.  Accordingly,  on  the  24th,  a  Petition 
was  prefented  and  read  from  the  Turkey  Company, 
fetting  forth  the  great  Benefit  of  their  Trade  to  the 
Nation,  and  concluding,  That  if  the  Bill  fhould  pafs, 
it  would  be  attended  with  very  great  Difad  vantage  to  the 
Nation,  and  diminifh?  very  confiderably,  the  Exporta- 
tion of  the  Woollen  Manufactures  and  Products  of 
this  Kingdom  ;  and  therefore  praying  to  be  heard  by 
their  Counfel  againfr.  the  Bill  ;  which  was  granted  ; 
and  the  Petitioners  for  the  Bill  had  Leave  to  be  heard 
by  themfelves  or  Counfel,  in  its  Favour,  both,  upon* 
the  Report  from  the  Committee. 

Accordingly,  the  Report  from  the  Committee  be- 
ing made  by  the  Lord  Duplin  on  the  29th,  and  ordered 
to  be  then  read,  the  Counfel  were  called  in  ;  and 
after  they  had  been  heard,  and  the  WitnefTes  on  both 
Sides  examined,  the  firft  Amendment  made  by  the 
Committee  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  upon  which  a 
Motion  was  made  for  adjourning  the  further  Conside- 
ration of  the  Report  till  Tuefday  then  next ;  but  upon 
putting  the  Queftion,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative, 
the  Amendments  all  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to 
be  ingrofTed,  and  to  be  read  a  third  Time  the  Tuefday 
then  next. 

As  Petitions  are  never  wanting  upon  fuch  Occa- 
sions, there  were,  on  the  31ft,  two  Petitions  prefented 
againft  the  Bill,  one  from  the  principal  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Great  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk,  and  of 
Lozvejioffi,  in  Suffolk,  concerned  in  the  Exportation  of 
Fife,  and  other  Commodities,  to  Italy  and  other  Places 
in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  alledging,  That  the  Bill 
Would  be  prejudicial  to  the  Fiih-Merchants,  and  other 
Traders,  up  the  Mediterranean.  And  the  other  Peti- 
tion Was  from  the  Merchants  and  principal  Traders  of 
the  City  of  Exeter ,  alledging,  That  the  Bill  would 
?  be- 
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be  prejudicial  to  the  Levant  Trade5  in  which  all  the  Anno  175®. 
Woollen  Manufacturers  of  the  Kingdom  were  imme- 
diately interested ;  that  the  Balance  of  Trade  was 
confiderably  in  Favour  of  RuJJia,  confequently,  if  the 
Silk  from  thence  {hould  be  purchafed  with  our  Manu- 
factures, the  Hemp  and  other  Goods  imported  from 
thence  muft  be  paid  for  in  Bullion;  that  whatever 
Quantities  of  Silk  mould  come  from  Rujjia,  (o  much 
the  lefs  Would  come  from  Italy  and  Turkey,  by  which 
our  Ships  for  thofe  Parts  would  be  deprived  of  their 
home  Freights,  on  which  was  their  principal  Depend- 
ance,  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  our  Navigation ;  and 
that  the  Turks  and  Italians  might  be  induced  to  prohi- 
■  bit  our  Woollens  and  Fifh,  and  take  the  fame  of  the 
French,  which  would  increafe  the  Riches  and  Power 
of  our  Rivals,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  diminiihed 
our  own. 

Both  thefe  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 
until  the  third  Reading  of  the  Bill ;  and,  April  2, 
another  Petition,  with  much  the  fame  Suggeftions, 
was  prefented  againft  the  Bill,  from  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  capital  BurgefTes  of  Truro,  in  Cornwall ; 
which  was  likewife  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table,  until 
the  third  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

April  3,  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  Time,  and  a  Motion 
being  made  for  the  Bill  to  pafs,  and  a  Debate  arifing 
thereupon,  it  was  moved  to  adjourn  the  Debate  till 
that  Day  Month' ;  but  upon  the  Queftion's  being  put, 
it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  ;  after  which  the  Bill 
was  paffed,  and  Mr.  Horatio  JValpoU  was  ordered  to 
carry  it  to  the  Lords,  where  it  met  with  the  fame  Op- 
pofition  it  had  done  in  the  Commons  ;  but  as  the  Ob- 
jections againft  it  proceeded  all  from  Apprehenfions 
which  did  not  feem  to  be  well  founded,  or  from  Fails 
which  could  not  be  proved;  and  as  there  was  a  moft 
folid  Argument  in  its  Favour,  namely,  that  it  muft 
always  be  for  the  national  Intereft  to  have  all  Materi- 
als for  Manufactures  fold  as  cheap  as  pofnble  •.  a;ul  as 
it  is  certain,  that  every  Commodity  will  be  fold  the 
cheaper,  the  more  Markets  the  Buyer  has  to  go  to  5 
this  prevailed  with  their  Lordihips,  as  it  had  done  be- 
fore with  the  Commons,  to  open  a  new  Marker  for 
raw  Silk  >.  and  this  was  the  more  neceSarv,  as  in  our 

Vol.  IV.  H  pre- 
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Anno  1750.  prcfent  Circumftances  we  ought  to  encourage  the 
Trade  both  of  RuJJia  and  Perfidy  rather  than  that  of 
Turkey,  which  laft  Empire  may,  perhaps,  in  the  next 
War,  be  our  declared  Enemies. 

For  thefe  Reafons,  among  others,  the  Lords  pafTed 
the  Bill  without  any  Amendment 5  and  it  received  the 
Royal  Affent  at  the  End  of  the  Seflion,  being  then 
intitled,  An  Aft  for  permitting  raw  Silk,  of  the  Growth 
or  Produce  of  Perfia,  purchafed  in  Ruffia,  to  be  imported 
into  this  Kingdom,  from  any  Port  or  Place  belonging  to  the 
Empire  of  Ruflia. 

The  laft  of  the  Bills  pafTed  into  Laws,  which  we 
fhall  take  particular  Notice  of,  was  that  relating  to 
the  African  Trade.  As  this  Affair  had  been  brought 
before  the  Houfe,  and  much  agitated  in  the  preceding 
Seffion  ,  and  as  we  have  given  an  Account  of  it  there/ 
we  mail  be  the  fhorter  upon  it  now. 

January  18,  the  Company's  Petition  was,  with  his 
Majefty's  Recommendation,  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read  ;  fetting  forth  the  Importance  of  the  African. 
Trade,  and  their  own  diftrefTed  Circumftances  ;  and 
propofing,  That  if  the  Houfe  would  make  a  fufficient 
Provifion  for  the  Maintenance  of  their  Forts  and 
Carries,  fo  that  the  Burthen  thereof  might  not  lie  on 
the  Trade,  they  were  ready  and  able,  and  did  offer  to 
procure  a  Subscription  of  a  fufficient  Toint-ftock,  to 
be  employed  in  the  faid  Trade,  under  all  reafonable 
Regulations,  and  alfo  to  take  upon  themfelves  the 
fatisfying  of  their  Debts  ;  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe, 
whether  fuch  a  Joint-ftock,  to  be  actually  employed 
in  the  faid  Trade,  was  not,  in  the  Nature  of  Things, 
the  heft  Security  that  could  be  given  to  the  Nation,  for 
the  due  Application  of  the  Money  granted  for  the 
Maintenance  of  the  faid  Forts ;  and  declaring,  that 
they  were  ready  to  fubmit  to  all  fuch  Regulations,  on 
Behalf  of  the  feparate  Traders,  as  the  Houfe  fhould 
think  fit ;  therefore  praying,  &c. 

This  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ;  and, 
February  6,  there  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and 
read,  a  Petition  from  the  Merchants  of  London  trading 
to  Africa ;  another  from  the  City  of  Brijiol,  under 
their  common  Seal ;  a  third  from  the  Merchants-Ad- 
venturers Company  of  BriftoL  under  their  common 

1  Seal; 
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Seal ;  and  a  fourth  from  the  African  Merchants  of 
Liverpool  \  all  againil  a  Joint-flock  Company,  chiefly 
for  the  R.eafon,  that  the  Forts  and  Settlements,  in  the 
Hands  of  fuch  a  Company,  would  be  prejudicial  to 
thefeparate  Traders,  whereas  they  might  otherwife  be 
of  great  Service. 

Thefe  Petitions  were  likewife  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  ;  and  then  Mr.  John  Pitt,  from  the  Com- 
miilioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  (by  his  Majefty's 
Command)  prefented  to  the  Houfe  feveral  Plans  and 
Schemes  for  fecuring  and  improving  the  African  Trzde9 
that  had  been  laid  before  them ;  together  with  a  Re- 
prefentation  from  the  faid  CommirTIoners,  relating  to 
the  faid  Papers ;  and  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Houfe 
would,  on  the  15th,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Papers. 

February  9,  there  was  prefented  and  read,  a  Petition 
from  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and  others,  of  the 
Town  of  Lancafler,  fetting  forth,  That  the  Petitioners 
were  informed,  that  a  Scheme  was  then  carrying  on 
for  monopolizing  the  Trade  to  Africa,  which,  if  car- 
ried into  Execution,  and  that  extenilye  Trade  put 
under  the  Direction  of  a  Joint-dock  Company,  would 
be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Merchants  then  concerned 
in  that  Trade,  and  to  the  Nation  in  general ;  and 
therefore  praying,  iffc.  After  which  a  Multitude  of 
Petitions,  to  the  fame  Effect,  were  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  ;  and  on  the  1 3th,  the  Creditors  of  the  Com- 
pany petitioned  againfr.  allowing  them  to  take  upon 
themfelves  the  Payment  of  their  Debts  ;  infilling 
upon  their  utter  Inability  to  do  fo,  and  that  they  of- 
fered to  undertake  the  fame,  with  no  other  View  but 
to  force  their  Creditors  to  a  Compofition,  by  litigating 
their  mofr.  juff.  Demands. 

At  laft,  upon  February  19,  there  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  and  read,  a  Petition  of  the  fubfcribing 
Planters  and  Merchants  interested  in,  and  trading  to, 
the  Britifl)  Sugar  Settlements  in  America,  alledging, 
That  the  very  Exiftence  of  the  Sugar  Colonies  de- 
pended upon  the  Britifo  Trade  to  Africa;  that  the 
French  were  daily  incroaching  on  the  Rights  of  the 
Briiijh  Subjects  there,  and  that,  unlefs  immediate 
Care  was  taken  to  preferve  the  Forts  and  Fortifications 
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9  1750.  on  that  Coaft,  they  would  foon  beccome  Mailers 
thereof,  and  thereby  exclude  the  Subjects  of  Great- 
Britain  from  every  Part  of  that  Coaft,  as  they  had 
already  done  from  the  Gum-Coaft:  And  further  al- 
ledging,  That  the  Britijb  Forts  and  Fortifications 
there  ought  to  be  put  into,  and  constantly  kept,  not 
only  in  a  defenfible,  but  in  a  refpee~t.able  Condition  j 
and  that,  as  the  Aid  of  Parliament  was  abfolutely  ne- 
cefTary  for  that  Purpofe,  the  Ends  of  granting  fuch 
Aid  would  be  much  better  anfwered,  by  committing 
that  Truft,  and  the  Application  of  the  Money  the 
Houfe  mould  think  proper  to  grant,  to  an  incorpo- 
rated Body  of  Men,  with  a  Joint-flock,  made  an- 
fwerable  under  Penalties  for  the  due  Execution  there- 
of, than  to  any  temporary,  mutable,  and  tranfient  Set 
of  Men  whatsoever,  who  might  renounce  it  at.Plea- 
fure,  and  who  would  be  anfwerable  each  for  his  own 
Acts  only  j  and  that  the  Trade  to  Guinea  would  be 
carried  on  more  beneficially  to  the  Nation  and  its 
Colonies,  if  befides  leaving  it  free  and  open  to  all  his 
Majefty's  Subjects,  a  Company,  with  a  joint  trading 
Stock,  fhould  be  likewife  permitted  to  trade  thither ,. 
than  it  could  poffibly  be  by  private  Traders  only,  fo 
as  fuch  Company  were  invefted  with  no  Rights  or 
Privileges  to  exclude,  obstruct,  or  hinder  any  other  of 
his  Majefty's  Subjects  from  trading  thereto,  and  with 
the  particular  Condition  of  being  retrained  from  car- 
rying more  than  a  certain  Number  of  Negroes  annu- 
ally to  the  Britijh  Colonies;  that  their  Reafons  for 
thefe  Pofitions  being  contained  in  their  Reprefentation 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  then  before  the  Houfe,  they 
would  not.  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  Repetition  of 
them  ;  and  that  the  Intereft  of  the  Petitioners  in  pre- 
ferving  and  extending  this  Trade,  was  of  fuch  a  Na- 
ture, as  made  it  impolEble  for  them  to  have  any  other 
Views,  but  fuch  only  as  were  for  the  Honour  and  In- 
tereft of  the  Nation  ;  therefore  praving,  £sfo. 

This  Petition  was  referred  to  the  iaft  above-men- 
tioned Committee,  as  were  all  the  Petitions  and  Papers 
relating  to  this  Affair  -,  and  a  great  many  Perfons  being 
ordered  to  attend >  the  Houfe,  upon  the  faid  February 
29,  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee,  mz.  to 
confider  of  the  Papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  the  6th 
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inftant,  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  relating  to  the  Afrl-  Anno  1750. 
can  Trade.  As  the  Affair  was  of  the  utmoft  Confe- 
quence,  and  as  the  Merchants  were  of  two  contrary- 
Opinions  about  the  moft  effectual  Method  for  fecuring 
and  improving  the  African  Trade,  the  Houfe  were  at 
great  Pains  to  examine  thoroughly  into  the  Nature  of 
it,  fo  that  they  were  feven  Days  in  the  Committee 
upon  it ;  and,  March  2,  their  Refolutions  were  by 
Mr.  Hoblyn  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  be- 
ing almofr.  in  the  very  fame  Words  with  thofe  agreed 
to  the  preceding  Seffion. 

Upon  thefe  Refolutions  it  was  ordered,  that  a  Bill 
fhculd  be  brought  in,  and  that  Mr.  Hoblyn,  Mr.  South- 
well,  the  Lord  Strange ,  the  Lord  Duplin,  Mr.  Saluf 
bury,  Mr.  Gildart,  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole, 
fenior,  Mr.  John  Pitt,  Mr.  Fane,  Mr.  Charles  Toivnf- 
hend,  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  Mr.  Nugent,  ihould  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  fame. 

March  6,  Mr.  Hoblyn  prefented  the  Bill  to  the 
Houfe,  when  it  was  read  a  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  feccnd  Time  on  the  Monday  following,  and 
to  be  printed;  after  which  the  Bill  paffed  through  both 
Houfes  without  Oppofition,  and  received  the  Royal 
Affent  at  the  End  of  the  Seffion,  being  then  intitled, 
An  Aclfor  extending  and  improving  the  Trade  to  Africa. 

But  we  muft  obferve,  that  March   13,    being  the 
Day  after  the  fecond  Reading  of  the  Bill,  a  Petition  of 
the  African  Company  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and 
read,    fetting  forth  their  Property  in  the  Forts  and 
Fortifications  on  the  African  Coail,  and  offering   to 
furrender  the  fame,  together  with  their  Charter,  on 
Condition,  that  the  Houfe  would  grant  them  180,000/. 
or  an  Annuity  for  the  fame,  at  the  Rate  of  3  /.  per  Ce?it, 
per  Annum,  redeemable  by  Parliament,  to  commence 
from  March  31,  and  fubjeifc  in  the  firft  Place  to  the 
Payment  of  the  Company's  juft  Debts,  within  a  Time 
to  be  limited,  the  Surplus  to  belong  to  the  Proprietors 
of  the 'Stock,  in  Proportion  to  their  refpe&ive  Shares. 
And  at  the  fame  Time  a  Petition  of  their  Creditors 
was  prefented   to  the  Houfe  and  read,  relying  upon 
the  Goodnefs  of  the  Houfe  to  provide  for  their  Pay- 
ment. 
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Anno  1750'.  Both  thefe  Petitions  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  in  which  it  was  (aid,  that  the 
Public  ought  not  to  pay  the  Company  any  more  than 
the  prefent  Value  oF  their  Forts  and  Settlements,  ac- 
cording to  the  Survey  thereof  to  be  made.  On  the 
other  Hand,  it  was  infifted,  that  in  Juftice  and  Equity, 
the  Public  was  indebted  to  the  Company  in  a  greater 
Sum  than  -what  they  now  demanded  ;  for  thofe  Forts 
and  Settlements  mould  have  been  purchafed  by  the 
Public  the  Moment  the  Trade  was  laid  open,  and 
fhould  from  that  Time  have  been 'fupported  at  the 
public  Expence  ;  but  fo  hardly  had  the  Company 
been  dealt  with,  that  in  the  Year  1698,  the  Trade 
was  laid  open  by  Act  of  Parliament,  without  allow- 
ing them  any  Coniideration  for  their  Forts  or  Settle- 
ments, or  any  thing  towards  the  future  Support  there- 
of, but  a  Duty  which  never  was,  nor  ever  could  be 
collected  ;  ncr  were  they  from  that  Time,  to  the  Year 
1730,  ever  allowed  any  thing  by  the  Public  for  the 
Support  of  their  Forts  and  Fortifications  upon  the 
Coafl  of  Africa ;  and  if  they  have  exhausted  their 
Capital,  and  run  themfelves  in  Debt,  firft,  by  erect- 
ing thofe  Forts,  and  afterwards  by  fupporting  them, 
the  Public  ought  in  Juftice  and  Equity  to  make  it 
good  ;  for,  from  what  the  French  have  lately  done 
upon  the  Gum-Coafl,  it  is  plain  they  or  the  Duich^ 
or  both,  would  have  ufurped  an  excluilve  Privilege  of 
trading  to  the  whole  Coafr.  of  Africa^  if  bur  Com- 
pany had  not  erected  and  fupported  Forts  and  Garri- 
fons  upon  that  Coafr. ;  and  as  the  Company  fupported 
them  for  thirty-one  Years  after  the  Benefit  of  their 
,  exciufive  Privilege  was  taken  from  them,  if  we  com- 
pute their  Expence  at  10,000/.  a  Year,  the  lead  it 
was  ever  rated'  at,  we  muit  admit,  tfiat  the  Public 
owes  them  310,000/.  without  allowing  any  thing  for 
Intereft,  or  for  the  Expence  of  erecting  thofe  Forts ; 
and  fuppofing  you  deduct  from  this  Sum  what  the 
Company  ever  received  by  Means  of  the  Duty  impofed 
in  1698  upon  the  feparate  Traders,  the  Refidue  will 
amount  to  a  larger  Sum  than  is  now  demanded  by  the 
Company,  as  the  Price  of  their  Property. 

This  however  did  not  prevail  with  the  Committee. 
to  allow  the  Company  anv  certain  Sum. 

On 
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On  the  i ft  of  February,  1750,  a  Motion  was  Anno  1750, 
made  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  and  feconded  by  Sir 
John  Gufti  Bart.  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
iented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  Directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  a  Copy  of  the  Commimon  for  executing 
the  Office  of  Mafter-General  of  the  Ordnance, 
granted  to  'John  late  Duke  of  Montague,  together 
with  a  Copy  of  the  Inftruclions  given  to  the  faid 
Duke,  in  regard  to  the  Exercife  thereof.  As  this 
Motion  was  oppofed,  it  occafioned  a  Debate,  in 
which  the  principal  Speakers  for  the  Motion,  befides 
the  two  above  mentioned,  were,  the  Lord  Baltimore^ 
Thomas  Potter,  Efq;  and  Henry  Bathurjl,  Efq;  and 
the  principal  Speakers  againlt  it  were,  Hcnrv  Pelham^ 
Efq;  Charles- Horatio  Walpole,  Efq;  William  Pitt,  Efq; 
and  Henry  Fox,  Efq;  At  laft  the  Queftion  was  put, 
and  carried  in  the  Negative  by  151  to  63. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  a  Motion  was  made  by 
the  Earl  of  Egmont,  and  feconded  by  Sir  Edmund 
Thomas,  Bart.  That  an  Humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  Directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  a  perfect.  Account  of  the  prefent  State  of 
the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk,  together  with 
Copies  of  all  Memorials,  Reprefentations,  Letters, 
and  Papers,  that  had  pafled  between  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  and  the  Minifters  of  the  French  King,  in 
regard  to  the  Execution  of  the  17th  Article  of  the 
Definitive  Treaty  concluded  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  upon 
the  18th  of  Ofiober,  N.  S.  1748. 

The  Earl  of  Egmont  fpoke  in  Subftance  as  follows. 
*  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  The  late  moft  notable  Treaty  of  Peace  had  fo  Earl  of  Egmont. 
many  and  fo  great  ConceiHons  in  favour  of  our 
Enemies,  and  fo  few  in  favour  of  ourfelves,  that  the 
utmoft  Care  fhould,  I  think,  have  been  taken  to  have 
thofe  few  complied  with  in  the  moft  precife  and  fpeedy 
Manner.  We  have  already  moft  faithfully,  though 
foolifhly,  performed  every  Article  of  that  Treaty  on 
our  Part;  and  yet,  if  public  or  private  Accounts  can 
be  depended  on,  the  French  have  not  on  their  Part 
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Anno  17.50.  performed  any  one  Article,  that  relates  to  this  Nation. 
It  is  now  fixteen  Months  fmce  this  Definitive  Treaty 
was  concluded ;  and  well  it  may  be  called  a  Defini- 
tive Treaty  with  refpect.  to  us;  for  if  we  dare  not 
infift  on  the  Performance  of  what  France  was  thereby 
gracioufiy  pie  a  fed  to  promife,  I  will  fay,  that  it  may 
mofc  properly  be  called  a  Definitive  Treaty ;  for  by 
putting  it  out  of  our  Power  to  difpute,  it  has  put  an 
End  to  all  Difputes  between  us.  In  that  Time  we 
have  moft  punctually  performed- every  thing  incum- 
bent upon  us :  We  have  reflored  the  important  Ifland 
of  Capc-Breion,  I  believe,  in  a  better  Condition  than 
it  was  when  our  brave  Countrymen  of  New- England 
made  themfelves  Matters  of  it :  Nay,  we  have  with- 
drawn from  and  abdicated  the  Ifland  of  Rattan, 
though  it  was  not,  certainly,  a  Conqueft,  but  a  new 
Settlement,  and  confequently  not  within  the  Words 
of  that  Article  of  the  Treaty,  by  which  all  Conquefts 
were  to  be  reftored. 

c  On  the  other  Side,  Sir,  what  have  the  French  done 
with  regard  to  us  ?  We  have  as  yet  no  Account,  and, 
I  am  afraid,  fhall  not  foon,  if  ever,  have  an  Account 
of  their  evacuating  Tobago  and  the  other  neutral 
Iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  they  have  poflefied 
themfelves  of  contrary  to  the  Treaties  fubfifting  be- 
tween us:  Our  Boundaries  in  North- -America  ftill 
remain  unfettled,  and  Mad-rafts  in  the  Eajl-Indies 
remains  unreftored  to  us.  But  what  is  ftill  of  greater 
Confequence  to  this  Nation,  the  Port  and  Harbour 
of  Dunkirk  remain  undemoliihed,  notwithstanding  the 
ConceiXion  we  made  them  by  the  late  Treaty,  in 
giving  them  Leave  to  refortify  the  Town  towards  the 
Land. 

«  Sir,  when  I  firft  read  the  Treaty,  and  found  that 
we  on  our  Side  were  to  give  Hoftages,  but  that  France 
was  to  give  none  on  her  Side,  I  naturally  concluded, 
that  we  were  to  be  the  laft  Performers :  I  mean.  Sir,. 
that  we  were  not  to  reftore  Cape-Breton  till  France 
had  performed  on  her  Side  every  Thing  me  had  un- 
dertook to  perform  by  that  Treaty  5  and  I  appeal  to 
every  Man  of  Senfe,  that  hears  me,  if  this  was  not 
the  moft  natural  Suppofition  one  could  make,  when 
he  found  that  Hoftages  were  to  be  given  on  one  Side, 

and 
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and  none  upon  the  other.     If  this  had  really  been  the   Anno  1750. 

Intention,  the  French  would  have  had  fome  Reafon 

to  infiir.  upon  our  giving  Hoftages,  and  we  might 

with   Honour  have   agreed   to  it.     But  as  the  Cafe 

now    appears;    as   we   were     to   reftore    Cape-Breton 

before  the  French  performed  any   one   Article   with 

regard  to  us,  I  cannot  fuggeft  to  myfelf  any  Reafon 

the  French  could  have  for  demanding  Hoftages  from 

us,  unlefs  it  was  to  put  an  Indignity  upon  us ;  and 

this,    I   am  fure,    with  Negotiators    of    Honour   or 

Spirit,    would  have  been  an   invincible   Reafon  for 

rejecting  the  Demand  with  Difdain.     After  our  fub- 

mitting  to  fuch  an  Indignity,    Sir,  I  do  not  at  all 

wonder  at  the  French  defpifmg  us,    and  refufing,    or 

at  leaft  delaying   to  perform  their   Engagements:  I 

am    perfuaded,  they  never  will  fully  perform  them, 

whilft  thofewho  were  the  Authors  of  that  Submiffion, 

have  any  Weight  in  our  Councils,  or  Concern  in  the 

Conduct  of  our  public  Affairs. 

*  But  the  Non-performance  of  France ,  Sir,  is  not 
all  we  have  to  complain  of,  that  of  Spain  is  ftill  more 
provoking  and  more  infufterable:  I  fay,  more  pro- 
voking and  infufferable  ;  becaufe  of  the  Impotency  of 
that  Nation  to  hurt  us,  and  becaufe  of  our  not 
infifting  at  the  late  Treaty  on  all  the  Conceflions 
and  Explanations  we  had  a  right  to  Demand,  and 
indeed  ought  to  have  been  peremptorily  required,  if 
our  Negotiators  had  confidered  the  Honour,  the 
Commerce,  or  the  Navigation  of  their  Country. 
When  I  fay  this,  Sir,  I  believe  every  one  will  fuppofe 
I  mean,  that  our  Negotiators  ought  to  have  infilled 
upon  the  Court  of  Spain's  giving  up,  in  the  moft 
exprefs  Terms,  their  late  Pretence  of  a  Right  to 
fearch  our  Merchant  Ships  in  the  open  Seas  of 
America,  and  to  feize  and  confifcate  them,  if  they 
found  any  Thing  of  what  they  call  Contraband 
Goods  on  board.  And  as  they  had,  for  many  Years 
before  the  War  begon,  made  ufe  of  this  Pretence  for 
plundering  our  Merchants,  to  the  Amount  of  a  very 
large  Sum  of  Money,  every  one  will,  I  believe, 
admit  that  our  Negotiators  ought  to  have  infilled 
upon  their  paying  a  certain  Sum,  by  Way  of  Satis- 
faction to  our  injured  Merchants 3  for  we  muft  all 

remember. 
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Anno  1750.  remember,  that  their  refufing  to  do  this,  was  the 
chief  Caufe  of  the  War ;  and  I  am  fure,  it  is  no 
great  Honour  to  a  Plaintiff,  after  a  long  Suit,  not 
only  to  give  up  his  Demand,  but  to  agree  to  bear  his 
own  Cofts;  for  it  is  a  ftrong  Prefumption,  that  his 
Suit  was  originally  vexatious. 

c  But,  Sir,  inftead  of  infilling  upon  all  or  any  of 
thefe  Demands,  it  does  not  appear  that  they  were  fo 
much  as  mentioned  in  the  Negotiation,  nor  is  there 
one  Word  relating  to  any  of  them  in  the  Treaty ;  for 
to  leave  them  upon  the  Footing  of  former  Treaties, 
was  to  give  up  the  Points  in  Queflion,  becaufe  it  was 
■upon  thofe  Treaties  that  Spain  pretended  to  found 
her  Right  to  feize,  fearch  and  confifcate  our  Ships ; 
and  if  (lie  had  really  fuch  a  Right,  fhe  had  never 
done  our  Merchants  any  Injury,  nor  could  we  with 
Juftice  demand  any  Sum  by  Way  of  Satisfaction  ; 
therefore  our  defiring  no  more  than  a  Confirmation  of 
former  Treaties,  was  a  tacit  Acknowledgment  of  our 
having  been  in  the  wrong,  when  we  iffued  Reprifals, 
and  afterwards  .declared  War  againfl  Spain ;  and  if 
the  Parliament  approves  of  the  Conduct  of  an  Ad- 
ministration that  made  fuch  an  Acknowledgment,  it 
muft  either  be  of  a  very  different  Opinion  from  what 
it  was  in  the  Year  1739,  when  both  Houfes  con- 
curred in  addreiling  his  Majefly  in  the  moft  folemn 
Manner,  never  to  admit  of  any  Treaty  of  Peace  with 
Spain^  unlefs  the  Acknowledgment  of  our  natural 
and  indubitable  Right  to  navigate  in  the  American 
Seas,  to  and  from  any  Part  of  his  Majefty's  Domi- 
nions, without  being  feized,  fearched,  vifited,  or 
flopped,  under  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  fhall  have 
been  firft  obtained,  as  a  Preliminary  thereto. 

c  I  fay,  Sir,  the  Parliament  mult  now  be  of  a  very 
different"  Opinion  from  what  it  was  at  that  Time,  or 
it  muft  be  of  Opinion,  that  the  Misfortunes  of  the 
War  had  brought  us  into  fuch  a  low  and  wretched 
Situation,  as  to  be  forced  to  fall  upon  our  Knees,  and, 
with  a  rueful  Countenance,  prefent  a  Charie  Blanche 
to  our  Enemies.  Can  any  one  pretend  to  fay  that, 
with  all  the  bad  Management  of  our  Ministers  in  the 
Conduct  of  the  War,  we  were  brought  into  fuch  a 
Situation?    Some  of    cur  Allies  upon  the  Continent 
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were  perhaps  in  a  dangerous  Condition;  but  it  was  Anno  1750. 
what  the  Pufillanimity  and  Selnfhnefs  of  their  Con- 
duct highly  deferved ;  and  if  they  mould  have  been 
obliged  to  prefent  a  Cbarte  Blanche  to  their  Enemies, 
was  that  any  Reafon  for  our  doing  the  fame?  Were 
we  in  any  Danger?  Were  not  our  Fleets  triumphant 
in  every  Part  of  the  Ocean?  Were  not  the  whole 
Commerce  both  of  France  and  Spain,  and  all  their 
Settlements  in  the  Eaji  and  Weft-Indies^  I  may  fay, 
at  our  Mercy?  And  in  fuch  a  Situation,  can  any 
Minifter  anfwer  his  having  agreed  to  a  Treaty,  which 
was  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of 
the  Nation,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  declared  Senfe  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  ? 

c  I  hope,  Sir,  nay,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  a  Day 
will  come,  when  that  Treaty  will  be  ftriclly  en- 
quired into;  and  for  the  Sake  of  thofe  who  were  con- 
cerned in  it,  I  wifh  it  may  be  foon;  for  Punifhment, 
the  longer  it  is  delayed,  the  more  heavy  it  will  always 
fall.  From  the  prefent  Lethargy,  or  Confternation, 
v/hich  the  Nation  feems  to  be  in,  they  may  obtain  a 
Delay;  but  the  fatal  Confequences  of  that  Treaty, 
the  many  Indignities  and  Injuries  we  fhall  be  expofed 
to,  and  muft  certainly  meet  with,  will  at  laft  awaken 
us  out  of  our  Lethargy,  or  recover  us  from  the  Con- 
fternation which  that  Treaty  threw  us  into  ;  and  then 
they  will  find  fulfilled  the  Prophecy  of  a  famous 
Poet ;  for  all  Poets  pretend  to  be  infpired : 

Ran?  antecedentem  fceleflum 
Deferult  pede  poena  clando. 

At  prefent  the  Nation  only  forebodes  the  Evils  to 
come,  and  might  be  fatisfied  with  a  moderate  Punifh- 
ment upon  thofe  it  looks  on  as  the  Authors  of  them  ; 
but  in  a  little  Time  we  fhall  begin  to  feel  thofe  Evils, 
then  national  Revenge  will  be  fharpened  by  the 
Smart,  and  nothing  but  the  moft  rigorous  Punifh- 
ment will  fatisfy  an  enraged,  provoked,  and  def- 
perate  People. 

6  The  Neglects,  or  rather  Submiinons,  I  have 
mentioned,  Sir,  were  what  we  had  Reafon  to  com- 
plain of  as  foon  as  we  faw  this  Definitive  Treaty  -y 
but  we  have  now  fomething  more  to  complain  of,  for 

though 
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Ar.no  175c.  though  we  have  been  fo  very  complaifant  to  Spain  as 
■  to  deiert  the  Settlement  we  had  made  in  the  Illand  of 
Rattan,  which,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  we  were 
not  by  the  Treaty  obliged  to  do;  yet  Spain,  under 
what  Pretence  I  know  not,  ftill  poftpones  the  Per- 
formance of  the  only  Article  ftipulated  in  our  Favour, 
I  mean  that  Article  relating  to  the  Aftiento  Contract:. 
In  this  too,  as  well  as  every  thing  elfe,  we  gave  up 
hy  the  Treaty  a  great  Part  of  what  we  had  a  Right 
to  infift  on ;  for  by  the  Afliento  Treaty  we  were  to 
enjoy  that  Contract,  and  confequently  the  Privilege 
of  fending  an  annual  Ship  to  the  Spanijh  TP'eJi-lndieSy 
for  a  Term  of  thirty  Years,  which,  by  a  fubfequent 
Treaty,  was  to  commence  May  the  ift,  1714?  and 
for  which  Term  we  paid  a  valuable  Confideration  ; 
fo  that  if  this  Privilege  had  met  with  no  Interruption, 
it  ought  to  have  continued  at  leaft  to  the  Year  1744  ; 
but  as  it  was  for  feveral  Years,  I  believe  for  fix  or 
feven,  interrupted  by  the  Breach  between  Spain  and 
us  in  the  Year  17 18,  and  again  in  the  Year  1726, 
we  ought  in  this  laft  Treaty  to  have  infifted  upon  a 
Prolongation  of  that  Contract  to  the  Year  1750  or  51. 
I  fay,  we  had  a  Right  to  infill  upon  this,  unlefs  it  be 
fuppofed  that  the  Interruptions  were  occafioned  by  our 
acting  unjuftly  in  both  our  Breaches  with  Spain  \  and 
therefore  our  fubmitting  to  ftipulate  a  Continuation  of 
that  Contract  only  for  four  Years,  was  an  exprefs 
Acknowledgment,  that  both  in  the  Year  17 18  and 
1726  we  had  acted  unjuftly  with  regard  to 
Spain. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  in  every  Point  the  Honour  and 
Intereft  of  this  Nation  have  been  facrificed  in  the  late 
Treaty;  and  fo  ungrateful  are  the  Spaniards  to  thofe 
who  have  made  them  fuch  a  Sacrifice,  that  they 
refufe  to  allow  us  the  Enjoyment  of  this  Contrail 
even  for  the  four  Years  which  they  have  promifed 
by  the  late  Treaty.  I  fay,  Sir,  refufed ;  for  if  our 
Minifters  had  nor,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  Directors  of 
the  South-Sea  Company  would  have  afked  for  a 
Cedula  for  fending  out  their  annual  Ship,  the  firft  of 
which  /hould,  by  the  Convention  in  17 16,  have 
failed  fome  Time  in  July  laft.  But  inftead  of  this, 
we  do  not  fo  much  as  hear  of  any  Preparations  for 
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fending  out  a  Ship  in  the  Month  bijuly  next ;  which  Anns  i7jsa 
to  me  is  a  Proof  not  only  that  the  Minifters  of  Spain  i 
have  reiblved  not  to  perform  that  Article  of  the  late 
Treaty,  but  that  our  Minifters  are  refolved  to  connive 
at  that  Non-performance,  or  at  ieaft  to  do  nothing  but 
negotiate,  which  they  may  continue  to  do,  as  a  late 
Minifter  did,  for  near  twenty  Years,  without  any 
Effect 

c  Sir,  I  fhould  not  have  troubled  ycu  fo  long  with 
a  Criticifm  upon   the  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  or  upon 
the  Non-performance  of  the  few  Articles   that  were 
ftipulated  by  it  in  our  Favour,  but  in  order  to  fhew 
Gentlemen  how  neceflary  it  is  become  for  this  Houfe 
to  interpofe,  and  to  defire  his  Majefty,  in  the  nioft 
dutiful  Manner,  to  fee  thofe  Articles  performed,  or 
to  take  fuch  Meafures  as  may  enforce  a  fpeedy  and 
punctual  Performance  of  them.     With  regard  to  fuch 
of  them  as  relate  to  Spain,  or  to  the  E*/i  or  Weft- 
Inaies,    I  know,    that    our  Minifters    will    plead  an 
Excufe  for  the  Intricacy  of  the  Points  to  be  fettled, 
or  the  Remotenefs  of  the  Places  where  a  Performance 
is  to  be  made ;   but  neither  of  thefe  can  be  pleaded 
with  regard  to  Dunkirk,  and  I  am  in  the  more  Pain 
about  that  Article,  as  it  feems  to  me  to  be  a  little  dark 
and    equivocal.       That  Article,    which    is   of   fuch 
infinite  Importance  to  this  Nation,  is  the  morteft  in. 
the  whole  Treaty,    except  the   Article  for  a  mutual 
Guarantee,    and  it  is   conceived    in    fuch   equivocal 
Terms,  that,  for  what  I  know,  the  French  may  from 
thence  contend  for  a  Right  to  render  that  Port  and 
Harbour  as  good,    and    as  commodious   for  building 
as  well  as  receiving  Ships  of  War,  as  it  was   in  the 
moft  flourifhing  Days  of  Lewis  XIV, 

'  The  Article  is 'in  thefe  Words:  cc  Dunkirk  f. 
<c  continue  fortified  on  the  Land-Side,  in  its  preient 
ic  State ;  and  as  to  the  Sea-Side,  it  is  to  remain  on 
"  the  Footing  of  ancient  Treaties."  This  is  the 
whole  of  that  Article,  Sir,  and  the  Word  Ancient  :s 
what  I  find  fault  with:  It  is  not  only  equivocal,  but 
it  is  really  a  very  improper  Word ;  for  it  is  the 
oppofite  to  Modern,  and  therefore  by  the  French  may 
be  faid  to  mean  only  fuch  Treaties  as  were  antecedent 
to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  We  know  how  dextrous 
3  th* 
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Anno  1750.  the  French  are  at  putting  that  Meaning  upon  the 
Words  of  a  Treaty,  which  beft  fuits  their  Intereft ; 
and  if  they  fhould  put  this  Meaning  upon  the  Word 
Ancient,  it  would  be  far  from  being  fuch  a  forced 
Meaning  as  they  have  often  put  upon  the  Words  of  a 
Treaty.  To  which  I  muft  add,  that  we  furniihed 
them  with  an  excellent  Opportunity  for  doing  fo,  by 
allowing  the  Treaty  to  be  originally  drawn  up  in  the 
French  Language ;  for  all  the  World  muft  allow,  that 
they  are  the  beft  Judges  of  their  own  Language, 
and  of  the  proper  Meaning  of  every  Word  in  it* 
How  we  came  to  approve  of  this  Conceilion,  I  do  not 
know;  for,  furely,  our  Plenipotentaries  underftood 
Latin?  and  if  they  could  not  write  Latin,  the  famous 
Univerfity  at  Cambridge  might  furely  have  furnifhed 
them  with  a  Latin  Secretary;  for  it  would  certainly 
have  been  an  Advantage  to  us  and  all  our  Allies,  to 
have  had  the  Treaty  originally  drawn  up  in  Latin, 
becaufe  we  could  then  have  pretended  to  be  as  good 
Judges  of  the  Meaning  of  every  Word  in  it  as  the 
French^  which  in  its  prefent  Form  we  cannot  pretend 
to. 

*  I  fhall  not  therefore,  Sir,  venture  to  determine 
what  Meaning  the  French  will  put  upon  the  Word 
Ancient',  but  I  hope,  our  Minifters  intended  to  mean 
thereby  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  the  other  Treaties 
fince  made  for  demolifhing  the  Port  and  Harbour  of 
Dunkirk,  by  which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the 
Harbour  mould  be  rilled  up,  and  the  Sluices  or 
Moles,  which  ferved  to  cleanfe  the  fame,  levelled, 
at  the  French  King's  own  Expence,  on  the  exprefs 
Condition,  that  the  Harbour,  Moles,  or  Sluices, 
fhould  never  again  be  repaired,  nor  any  new  Port, 
Haven,  Sluice,  or  Bafm,  made  or  built  within  two 
Leagues  of  Dunkirk  or  Mardyke.  This,  Sir,  I  fay, 
was,  I  hope,  the  intended  Meaning  of  our  Minifters, 
and  if  it  really  was  fo,  why  have  they  not  in  fixteen 
Months  Time  feen  it  punctually  performed?  For  even 
from  our  Cuftom-Houfe  Books  it  will  appear,  that 
there  is  ftill  a  Port  :at  Dunkirk,  and  that  Ships  are 
entered  for  that  Port  and  cleared  out  from  it  daily. 
In  this  Affair  they  cannot  pretend  that  there  is  the 
leaft  Intricacy,  unlefs  fome  Foundation  has  been  laid 
5  *"or 


for  it  by  oar  late  Definitive  Treaty;  and  as  the  Place  Anno  1759. 
is,  I  may  fay,  juft  under  their  Nofe,  and  the  Court 
of  France  within  three  Days  Journey,  they  cannot 
pretend  Ignorance  of  what  has  been  doing  at  the 
Place,  or  want  of  Opportunity  for  applying  to  have 
every  Thing  done  that  ought  to  be  done  there,  in 
purfuance  of  the  late  Treaty. 

6  But,  Sir,  as  nothing  has  yet  been  done  towards 
demolifhing  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk;  as  that  Har- 
bour continues  hull  not  only  in  the  Condition  to 
which  it  was  molt  prefumptuoufly  reftored  before 
the  War  began,  but  in  the  improved  Condition  to 
which  it  was  brought  during  the  War;  I  begin  to 
/ufpecl,  that  the  French,  according  to  their  ufual 
Cuftom,  now  put  that  Meaning  upon  the  Word 
Ancmit,  which  is  molt  fuitable  to  their  Intereft ;  and 
that  from  thence  they  contend,  that  by  the  late 
Treaty  they  neither  promifed  nor  are  obliged  to 
demolim  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk,  or  any  of  the 
Works  they  have  lately  made  there;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, that  they  may  now,  whenever  they  pleafe, 
reftore  that  Town  and  Harbour  to  as  good  a  Con- 
dition as  they  were  ever  before  in.  If  this  be  really 
the  Cafe,  I  am  very  fure,  the  Parliament  ought  to 
be,  and  has  a  Right  to  infift  on  being,  apprifed  of 
it :  Nay,  whether  it  be  fo  or  not,  as  the  Affair  is  of 
iuch  Confequence  to  this  Nation,  and  has  been 
already  fo  long  delayed,  it  is  our  Duty  to  enquire  into 
the  Caufe  of  that  Delay;  and  therefore  I  (hall  con- 
clude with  moving,  "  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
4C  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly 
<c  pleafed  to  give  Directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
iC  this  Houfe,  a  perfect  Account  of  the  prefent  State 
"  of  the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk,  together 
"  with  Copies  of  all  Memorials,  Representations, 
iC  Letters,  and  Papers,  that  have  palled  between  his 
u  Majefty's  Minifters  and  the  Minifters  of  the  French 
"  King,  in  regard  to  the  Execution  of  the  17th 
"  Article  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  concluded  at 
"  Jix-la-CbapelU,  upon  OSlafor  18,  N.  S.  1748." 

This 
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Anno  175c        This    Motion    being    feconded,    the   Right   Hon? 
km    "um    ml  Henry  Pelham  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  this  Effect. 

B  Mr.  Speaker, 
Rt  Honourable  '  F™m  the  firft  and  greateft  Part  of  the  Noble 
Henry  Pelham.  Lord's  Harangue,  I  fuppofed,  that  he  was  to  con- 
cludewith  a  Motion  for  enquiring  into  the  late  Negoti- 
ation and  Treaty  of  Peace,  which  I  fhould  have  been 
glad  to  have  heard,  for  I  fhall  readily  concur  in  that 
Motion,  whenever  any  Gentleman  pleafes  to  make  it, 
becaufe  I  am  convinced  that,  let  that  Enquiry  be  made 
when  it  will,  it  will  be  evidently  made  appear,  that 
the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  faved  not  only  this  Nation, 
but  the  Liberties  of  Europe.  I  fhall  readily  agree, 
that  the  Terms  of  Peace  were  not  fo  good  as  might 
have  been,  and,  I  believe,  were  expected,  when  we 
firft.  engaged  in  the  War;  but  after  the  many.Difap- 
pointments  and  Defeats  we  had  met  with,  and  the 
rapid  Conquer!  the  French  had  made  not  only  of  the 
Auftrlan  Netherlands^  but  of  almoft  the  wrhole  that  the 
Dutch  poflelTed  in  Flanders  or  Brabant^  no  reafonable 
Man  can  find  Fault  with  our  agreeing  to  the  Terms  of 
that  Treaty. 

c  On  the  contrary.  Sir,  every  Man  who  confiders 
the  then  Circumftances  of  Europe,  will  find  Caufe  to 
wonder,  how  we  were  able  to  obtain  fuch  good 
Terms  as  we  did;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  the 
French  yielding  to  thofe  Terms  was  more  owing  to  the 
Jealoufy  of  fome  of  their  own  Minifters,  than  to  any 
Apprehenfion  they  were  under  of  feeing  a  Stop  put 
to  their  Conquefts.  One  Campaign  more,  without 
fome  lignal  and  extraordinary  Intervention  of  Provi- 
dence, would  have  made  them  Matters  of  the  Seven 
Dutch  Provinces,  either  by  Conqueft,  or  by  the  Dutch 
accepting  of  fuch  Terms  as  they  pleafed  to  prefcribe  j 
one  of  which  would  certainly  have  been  an  offenfive 
Alliance  againft  this  Nation,  which  the  Dutch  would 
have  heartily  gone  into,  if  we  had  refufed  to  facrifice 
the  barren  and  uncomfortable  I  Hand  of  Cape-Breton 
to  the  faving  of  their  Country  and  the  whole  Avjlrian 
Netherlands.  And  if  the  Dutch  had  heartily  joined 
with  France  in  an  Alliance  againft  us,  I  believe,  we 
fliould  not  long  have  preferred  our  Superiority  at  Sea, 
the  Lofs  cf  which  would  foon  have  put  an  End  to  our 
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fitting  here,    to   debate    about    the   Demolition   of  Anno  1750. 
Dunkirk,  or  any  other  Point  relating  to  the  Honour 
or  Intereft  of  Great-Britain. 

}  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  and  a  great  many  more,  I 
am  not  at  all  afraid  of  any  bad  Confequences  from  a 
prefent  or  future  Enquiry  into  the  late  Treaty  ;  and 
therefore,  as  I  have  faid,  I  fhould  have  been  glad  to 
hear  the  Noble  Lord  conclude  with  fuch  a  Motion  ; 
but  I  own,  I  was  extremely  forry  to  hear  him  con- 
clude with  fuch  a  Motion  as  he  did.  This  Koufe  has, 
without  all  Doubt,  a  Right  to  enquire  into  any  Affair 
of  a  public  Nature,  either  foreign  or  domeftic ; 
but  when,  or  how  far  we  may  exercife  that  Right, 
is  a  Queftion  of  Difcretion,  which  requires  the 
utmoft  Caution,  and  the  moft  mature  Deliberation  j 
and  fo  far  as  my  Reading  or  Experience  can  reach,  I 
have  obferved,  that  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry  into 
any  foreign  Tranfac"tion,  has  much  oftener  been 
attended  with  bad  than  with  good  Confequences  to 
the  Nation.  By  the  Parliament's  meddling  fo  much 
as  it  did  with  the  Difputes  between  us  and  Spain,  we 
were  precipitated  into  a  War  with  that  Nation, 
which  might  have  been  prevented,  and  which  it  will 
always  be  our  Intereffc  to  avoid  as  much  as  poffible; 
and  by  this  Motion,  fhould  it  be  agreed  to,  we  might 
be  precipitated  into  a  War  with  France,  at  a  Time 
when  every  Circumllance  fhould  make  us  fond  of 
preferving  Peace. 

<  I  fay,  Sir,  when  every  Circumftance  mould  make 
us  fond  of  preferving  Peace,  it  is,  I  know,  an  un- 
grateful and  an  unpopular  Tafk,  to  inform  the  People 
of  any  Country  of  their  own  Weaknefs,  or  to  endea- 
vour to  perfuade  them  that  they  are  not  a  Match  for 
thofe  they  think  their  Enemies  ;  but  this  is  the  Duty 
of  every  Man,  who  has  a  Share  in  the  Conduct  of 
their  Affairs,  when  he  finds  them  aiming  at  War,  cr 
at  Measures  that  may  brine:  on  a  War,  at  an  impro- 
per Conjuncture.  If  the  Szuedijh  Minifters,  before 
their  late  War  with  RuJJia,  had  in  this  Refpect  per- 
formed their  Duty  to  their  Country,  that  Nation 
v.-culd  have  avoided  the  Difgrace  it  met  with,  by  en- 
gaging in  a  War  it  was  no  Way  able  tc  fupport.  For 
this   Reafon,  Sir,  I  think  m.yfelf  in  Duty  bound  to 
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Anno  1750.  declare,  that  in  our  prefent  loaded  Condition,  wheri 
the  People  are  fo  burdened  with  Taxes,  and  mofl  of 
thofe  Taxes  mortgaged  for  the  Payment  of  Debts,  it 
is  my  Opinion,  that  we  are  no  Way  able  to  ftand  fingle 
and  alone  in  a  War  againft  the  whole  Houfe  of 
Bourbon ;  and  the  Circumfrances  of  Europe  are  fuch 
at  prefent,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  us  to  form 
a  Confederacy  upon  the  Continent,  that  would  not  be 
a  Burden  rather  than  an  Advantage  to  us. 

4  In  thefe  Circumftanoes,  Sir,  would  it  be  wife  in 
tis  to  provoke  a  War  ?  Would  it  not  be  more  wife 
even  to  diiTemble  our  being  fenfible  of  Wrongs,  ta 
delay  infifting  upon  what  we  had  a  Right  to  demand, 
and  to  wait  with  Patience  till  a  convenient  Opportu- 
nity happened  for  doing  ourfelves  Juftice  ?  Has  this 
Motion  any  fuch  Tendency  ?  Has  not  the  whole 
Scope  of  the  Noble  Lord's  Difcourfe  a  direct  contrary 
Aim  ?  The  Queftion  will  fhew,  that  fome  amongft 
us  have  a  jealoufy,  a  Sufpicion  of  the  Faith  of  France, 
Should  it  be  agreed  toy  it  will  be  a  Proof,  that  the 
Parliament  itfelf  is  infected  with  that  Jealoufy ;  that 
we  have  no  Confidence  in  their  Promifes  ;  and  that 
we  are  already  endeavouring  to  pick  Holes  in  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace.  Can  we  fuppofe,  that  this  will  be 
any  Argument  for  inducing  them  to  comply  with  any 
cf  the  Terms  of  it  not  already  fulfilled  I  And  if  they 
Hiould  refuie,  can  we  compel  them  to  perform,  by 
any  other  Method,  than  that  of  commencing  a  new 
War  ?  Should  not  we,  before  we  refolve  upon  fuch  a 
Meafure,  confider  whether  we  are  able  to  profecute 
fuch  a  War  with  any  View  of  Succefs  ?  And  if  we 
find  we  are  not,  fhould  not  we  delay  coming  to  any 
fuch  Refclution  ? 

*  This,  in  my  Opinion,  Sir,  fhould  be  our  Con- 
duct at  this  unlucky  Conjuncture,  even  fuppofing  that 
France  or  Spain  had  refufed,  or  unreafonably  delayed 
complying  with  any  of  the  Terms  of  the  late  Treaty. 
But  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other,  have  done  fo. 
"The  Court  of  France  have  long  fmce  difpatched  an 
Order  for  reftoring  Madrafs :  It  was  difpatched  long 
before  they  heard  of  our  having  reflored  Cape-Breton  j 
and  this  I  can  afTert  with  the  more  Confidence,  be- 
caufe  I  have  ku\  a  Duplicate  of  the  Order.  They 
.   5  ,  have 
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have  likewife  ferit  Orders  for  evacuating  Tohago  ;  and 
their  having  done  fo,  was  fome  Time  fmce  publifhed 
at  Parish  I  believe  by  Authority,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  of  their  People's  thinking  of  going  thither  to  fettle. 
As  to  Dunkirk,  if  they  have  not  already  fent  Orders 
to  dernolifh  the  Works  they  erected  during  the  War, 
for  the  Defence  of  that  Harbour,  it  is  becaufe  it  is  a 
Matter  of  very  little  Moment,  whether  they  be  de- 
molimed  a  few  Months  fooner  or  later ;  for  in  a  Time 
of  Peace,  they  can  be  of  no  Prejudice  to  us,  nor  of 
any  Advantage  to  them  ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  proper 
for  us,  at  prefent>  to  infift  upon  having  the  Harbour 
made  entirely  ufelefs,  even  for  fmall  trading  Veffels. 
Laftly,  as  to  the  Limits  or  Boundaries  of  Nova-Scotia9 
it  is  an  Affair  that  muft  require  a  longDifcuffion  be- 
fore Commiffaries,  who  have  already  been  appointed. 

*  Then,  Sir,  with  Regard  to  Spain,  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  there  were  many  Contefts  between  that 
Court  and  our  South-Sea  Company  before  the  War 
began,  all  which  muft  be  adjufted  before  the  Company 
can  expect  to  be  permitted  to  fend  out  the  annual  Ship 
ftipulated  by  the  Affiento  Treaty,  which  is  an  Affair 
of  fo  much  Intricacy,  that  we  cannot  wonder  at  its 
not  being  yet  fettled.  Befides,  I  doubt  much,  if  it 
would  be  worth  the  Company's  while  to  engage  again 
in  that  Trade,  unlefs  they  can  get  the  Term  renewed 
for  a  much  longer  Time  than  four  Years  ;  becaufe 
they  muft  at  firft  be  at  a  great  Expence  in  fending  out 
Factors,  and  eftabiiming  Factories,  at  the  feveral 
Spanijh  Ports  in  America,  where  the  Trade  is  to  be 
carried  on,  and  this  Expence  could  not  probably  be 
made  good  by  a  Trade,  which  was  to  iaft  but  four 
Years. 

'  We  have  therefore,  Sir,  as  yet  noReafon  to  com- 
plain either  of  France  or  Spain 's  not  performing  the 
Articles  ftipulated  by  the  late  Treaty  in  our  Favour  ; 
and  both  of  them  have  fo  punctually  performed  all  the 
Engagements  they  entered  into  with  regard  to  our 
Allies,  that  we  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt  of  their  per- 
forming every  Engagement  relating  to  us,  as  foon  as 
the  Nature  of  Things  can  admit,  unlefs  we  prevent  it 
by  unreafonable  Sufpicions,  and  by  unfeafcnabie  Ma- 
nifestations of  our  Suspicion.      It   may  be   prudent 
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A*n©  1750.  enough,  in  public  as  well  as  private  Life,  to  entertain 
I  -i.r-  _  f  2L  fecret  Sufpicion  of  the  Faith  of  every  Man  we  deal 
with  ;  but  finely,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  mew 
any  Sign  of  that  Sufpicion,  unlefs  we  had  very  good 
Ground  for  it  -,  and  I  cannot  think,  that  what  would 
be  Foolifhnefs  in  a  private  Man,  can  ever  be  Wifdom 
in  any  public  AfTembly.  If  we  apply  this,  Sir,  to 
the  Qiieftion  now  before  us,  we  fhall  fee  it  in  its  true 
Light,  and  no  Man  who  does,  will  ever  give  his  Con- 
fent  to  it. 

*  What  I  have  faid,  Sir,  will,  I  hope,  be  fufficient 
for  convincing  Gentlemen,  that  we  have  as  yet  no 
Occafion  to  meddle  with  any  thing  relating  to  the 
Execution  of  the  late  Treaty  ;  and  therefore  I  mould 
have  given  you  no  further  Trouble,  if  the  Gentlemen 
who  fpoke  before  me,  had  not  thrown  out  feyeral 
Objections  againft  the  Treaty  itfelf,  though  not  at 
all  material  in  the  prefent  Debate,  nor  proper  upon 
any  Occafion,  unlefs  they  were  to  be  followed  by  2 
Motion  for  enquiring  into  the  Treaty,  and  the  Con- 
duct: of  thofe  who  advifed  it.  But  as  they  digrefTed 
fo  far  from  the  Subject  under  Confideration,  I  hope 
the  Houfe  will  indulge  me  with  Leave  to  attempt  foms 
Sort  of  Anfwer  to  every  Objection  they  have  made. 
I  have  already  acknowledged,  that  the  Treaty  was  fuch 
a  one  as  we  were  forced  to  accept  of,  by  the  Difap- 
pointments  and  Defeats  we  had  met  with  in  the  Pro- 
fecution  of  the  War,  and  by  the  imminent  Danger  our 
Allies  the  Dutch  were  expofed  to.  There  were  feveral 
other  Reafons  not  proper  to  be  publickly  declared  j  but 
one  I  may  mention,  which  was  the  Danger  of  our 
public  Credit.  The  Tides  of  public  or  private  Credit 
are  not  equal,  like  the  Tides  of  the  Ocean,  and  di- 
rectly contrary  to  what  we  have  in  this  River :  They 
are  flow  in  their  Flood,  but  extremely  rapid  in  their 
Ebb  j  and  every  one  knows,  that  juft  before,  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Peace,  our  public  Credit  t5j  taken  a 
Turn  :  The  Ebb  had  begun,  and  no  one  knows  how 
quickly,  or  how  far  it  might  have  gone  downwards  ; 
It  might  icon  have  gone  (6  far,  that  we  fhould  neither 
havfe  been  able  to  fend  an  Army  to  the  Field,  or  a 
Squadron  to  the  Ocean ,  and  in  fuch  a  dangerous 
3  Situation* 
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Situation,  would  it  have  been  prudent  in  us  to  iniift  Anno  1750. 
upon  high  Terms  of  Peace  ? 

c  If  we  take  this  Confideration  along  with  us,  Sir, 
I  believe,  it  will  be  very  eafy  to  anfwer  all  the  Objec- 
tions that  have  been,  or  can  be  made  againft  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace.  Let  us  confider,  Sir,  that  the  large 
and  extenfive  Conquefts  made  by  France  and  Spain 
were  all,  except  Madrdfsy  upon  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  whereas  neither  we  nor  our  Allies  had  made 
any  Conquefts  except  Cape-Breton  in  America ',  which 
was  of  no  manner  of  Confequence  to  us,  but  of  fo 
great  Importance  to  France,  that  in  order  to  have 
it  reftored,  fhe  offered  to  reftore  the  whole  of 
what  fhe  had  conquered  in  the  Aujlrian  Netherlands* 
and  in  Dutch  Flanders  and  Brabant ;  and  fuppofing  we 
had  thrown  afide  all  Regard  for  our  Allies,  will  any 
Gentleman  fay,  that  it  was  not  more  for  the  Intereft 
of  this  Nation,  to  reftore  to  France  the  PofTeflion  of 
Cape-Breton,  than  to  leave  her  in  Pofleflion  of  Hainault^ 
Flanders,  Brabant  and  Namur,  and  confequently  of 
the  whole  Coaft,  from  Zealand  to  the  wefterraoft  Part 
of  Bretagne,  together  with  an  additional  Territory, 
that  would  have  furnifhed  her  with  a  great  Number  of 
Seamen  as  well  as  a  large  Revenue  ? 

*  This  fure  will  not  admit  of  an  Argument,  and 
therefore,  Sir,  I  fhall  conclude,  that  our  reftoring 
Cape-Breton  upon  this  Confideration,  was  for  the  Inte- 
reft of  England,  without  any  Regard  to  our  Allies,  or 
to  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe.  But  then,  Sir, 
as \  France  was  without  Delay  to  reftore  her  Conquefts 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  not  wait  for  our  reftoring  Cape- 
Breton,  it  was  necefTary  for  her  to  infift  upon  Hoftages 
for  fecuring  the  Reftitution  of  that  Place  ;  and  as  we 
were  thus  to  be  the  laft  Performers,  it  was  reafonable 
for  us  to  comply  with  her  Demand.  We  had  no  Oc- 
cafion  on  our  Part  to  afk  for  Hoftages,  becaufe  the 
Reftitution  of  the  Netherlands  was  to  be  immediately 
performed,  and  Madrafs  was  of  fo  little  Moment,  that 
we  might  fafely  depend  upon  a  fo'emn  Engagement, 
efpecially  as  we  had  then  a  fuperior  Force  in  the  Eajl- 
Indles,  and  had  Reafon  to  believe,  that  we  fhould  foon 
have  retaken  Madrafs,  and  made  ourfeives  Mailers  of 
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fame  of  the  French  Settlements  in  that  Part  of  the 
World. 

4  Thus,  Sir,  the  Reftituticn  of  Cape-Breton,  and 
the  fending  of  Ploftages  to  France,  thofe  two  Handles 
that  have  been  fo  much  ufed  for  railing  a  popular  Cla- 
mour againft  the  Government,  will,  when  duly  con- 
fidered,  appear  to  have  been  the  Effects  of  Neceffity, 
Prudence,  and  a  ftricl:  Regard  to  the  true  Intereft  of 
this  Nation.  And  confequently,  if  it  be  now  out  of 
our  Power  to  difpute  with  France,  it  muft  be  owing  to 
the  Fate  of  laft  War,  and  not  to  the  Treaty  that  put 
an  End  to  it,  and  thereby  prevented  its  being  more 
out  of  our  Power  than  it  now  is  to  difpute  with  that 
Monarchy ;  which  would  certainly  have  been  the  Cafe, 
had  the  War  continued,  and  France  thereby  become 
jfolc  PoiTeflor,  or  at  leaft  Miftrefs  of  the  whole  feven^ 
teen  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands. 

'  I.  mail  admit.  Sir,  and  I  have  already  (hewn  it  to  be 
an  Argument  againft  this  Motion,  that  it  would  not  at 
prefent  be  prudent  in  us  to  provoke  a  War  with  France \ 
by  infilling  peremptorily  upon  every  thing  we  have  a 
Right  to  demand  ;  but  this  does  not  proceed  from  the 
prefent  Power  of  that  Monarchy,  but  from  the  now 
clofe  Connexion  that  fubnits  between  the  feveral 
Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  from  the  pre- 
fent divided  State  of  Germany.  Thefe  Divifions  may 
eeafe,  thofe  Connexions  will,  certainly  ceafe  the  very 
next  Generation  ;  and  then  we  mail  have  a  much  bet- 
ter Opportunity  for  infilling  upon  aRedrefs  of  all  our 
Grievances,  and  upon  a  full  Reparation  of  all  cur 
Wrongs. 

c  But,  Sir,  if  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  Europe 
are  favourable  for  France,  I  muft  fay,  that  the  Noble 
Lord  has  furnifhed  them  with  Pretences  for  taking 
Advantage  of  it,  both  by  the  Motion  he  has  been 
pleafed  to  make,  and  by  the  Comment  he  has  made 
upon  the  Article  relating  to  Dunkirk.  As  to  the 
Shortnefs  of  the  Article,  I  never  heard  it  objected 
either  to  z  Law,  or  an  Article  of  any  Agreement, 
that  it  was  toolhort,  if  the  Senfe  was  full  and  plain  : 
The  more  concife  it  is,  the  fewer  Words  it  confifts 
of,  the  lefs  Room  there  is  for  Mifconftruc~tion  ;  and  as, 
to  the  Word  Ancient^  it  certainly  relates,  or  is  put  in 

Qppa* 


r  "9  ] 

Gppofition  to  the  Treaty  then  newly  concluded,  and  Anno  1750, 
muft  comprehend  all  former  Treaties,  efpecially  thofe 
confirmed  by  that  Treaty,  among  which  that  of 
Utrecht  is  exprefsly  mentioned.  But  as  there  were 
other  Treaties  relating  to  Dunkirk  9  particularly  the 
Convention  in  17 16,  therefore  this  general  Word  was 
made  ufe  of,  in  order  to  comprehend  them  all,  whe- 
ther mentioned  or  no  in  the  Treaty  then  concluded. 

c  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Objections  made  to  this 
Treaty,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  our  Disputes  with  Spain  : 
It  is  not  the  firft  Time  that  the  Senfe  of  Parliament, 
with  Regard  to  future  Treaties,  has  been  found  im- 
poffible  to  be  complied  with.  It  was  the  declared 
Senfe  of  Parliament  in  Queen  Amies  Time,  that  no 
Peace  mould  be  concluded,  whilfl:  any  Branch  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  in  PofTeflion  of  Spain  ;  yet,  as 
fuccefsful  as  we  were  in  that  War,  we  found  it  at  laft  - 
convenient  to  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  whereby  a 
Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  eftablifhed  in  the 
PofTeflion  of  that  Monarchy  j  therefore  no  one  can  be 
furprifed  at  its  being  found  impoflible,  at  the  End  of 
an  unfortunate  War,  to  comply  with  what  had  been 
declared  to  be  the  Senfe  of  Parliament  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  that  War,  and  whilfl:  the  Advocates  for  it 
endeavoured  to  make  People  believe,  and  did  actually 
make  molt.  People  believe,  that  we  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  go  and  conquer  the  whole  Spanijh  Dominions  in 
America ;  but  the  very  firft  Experiment  convinced  us, 
that  the  Spaniards •,  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  were 
guarded  againft  us  better  by  their  Climate,  than  by 
their  Conduct  or  Courage ;  and  the  Emperor's  Death 
happening  foon  after,  the  ambitious  Views  formed  by 
France  upon  that  Occafion,  made  it  neceiTary  for  us 
lo  think  more  of  defending  ourfelves  at  Home,  than 
of  making  Cenquefts  in  America. 

'  Had  the  War  continued,  as  it  began,  to  be  only 
a  War  between  Spain  and  us,  and  as  it  was  when  the 
Parliament  declared  its  Senfe  of  any  future  Treaty  of 
Peace,  it  would  have  been  proper  enough  to  have 
made  the  Freedom  of  our  Trade  and  Navigation  a 
Preliminary  to  any  Treaty  between  us ;  but  the 
Difpute  was  of  too  perplexed  a  Nature,  to  allow  of 
being  difcufled  in  a  general  Treaty  -t  and  the  leaving 
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Anno  17-50.  it  to  be  di (cuffed  by  Commiffaries  had  been  fo  much 
found  fault  with  in  the  Year  1739,  and  was  really  in 
itfelf  of  fo  little  Signification,  that  our  Minifters  were 
in  the  right  not  to  have  it  mentioned  at  all  in  the 
Treaty,  becaufe  it  could  no  Way  have  forwarded,  or 
contributed  to  the  Efficacy  of  any  future  Negotiation 
upon  the  Subject ;  and  till  this  Affair  be  fettled,  we 
can  make  no  Demand  upon  the  Crown  of  Spain,  by 
Way  of  Satisfaction  for  what  our  Merchants  fufFered 
before  the  Beginning  of  the  War. 

4  I  think  it  is  therefore  evident,  Sir,  that  no  juft 
Objection  can  be  made  againil  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace,  on  Account  of  any  of  the  particular  Difputes 
between  Spain  and  this  Nation.  Thofe  Difputes  had 
not  any  immediate  Relation  to  the  War  upon  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  though  every  Gentleman  that 
confiders  what  might  have  been  the  Confequences  of 
that  War,  muft  admit,  that  they  had  a  remote  one. 
France  had  attempted  to  prefcribe  and  limit  our  Ope- 
rations of  War  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  had  not 
only  fent  a  Squadron  to  the  Weft-Indies  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  but  had  publifhed  a  Sort  of  Manifefto,  avowing 
her  Defign  in  fending  that  Squadron  thither ;  but 
when  me  faw  that  we  were  not  to  be  bullied,  nor  fhe 
able  to  execute  what  me  had  undertaken,  fhe  was  wife 
enough  to  call  home  her  Squadron,  before  it  met  with 
the  Fate  it  deferved,  and  the  Fate  it  would  probably 
have  met  with,  if  it  had  not  left  the  Weft-Indies  before 
the  Reinforcement  we  fent  thither  could  join  our 
Admiral. 

*  From  hence,  Sir,  we  might  eafily  judge  what 
the  Confequence  would  be,  even  with  regard  to  our 
Difputes  with  Spain,  if  France,  upon  the  Death  of 
the  late  Emperor,  mould  be  able  to  reduce  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  as  low  as  fhe  defigned,  and  to  fet  up  an 
Emperor  of  her  own  chufing.  Had  fhe  fucceeded  in 
thefe  Defigns,  fhe  would  have  had  no  Occafion  for 
keeping  up  a  great  Army,  but  might  have  applied  the 
greateif  Part  of  her  vail  Revenue  towards  increafmg 
her  Marine,  fo  as  to  be  fuperior  to  us  at  Sea ;  and 
this  fhe  might  have  accomphfhed  in  a  Year  or  two  at 
moll.  Suppofewe  had,  by  neglecting  the  War  upon 
the  Continent,  made  jn  that  Time  feme  Conquefts. 
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upon  the  Spaniards:  Nay,  fuppofewe  had  forced  them  Ann0  '75°' 
to  accept  of  what  Terms  of  Peace  we  pieafed,  and  to  ^ 
yield  to  us  fome  of  their  principal  Forts  in  America,  if 
France  had  in  the  mean  Time  made  herfelf  the  fole 
Arbiter  of  Europe,  and  fuperior  to  us  at  Sea,  could 
we  have  hoped  to  keep  thofe  Forts,  or  to  hold  Spain 
to  her  Engagements  ?  Nay,  could  we  have  expected 
topreferve  our  own  Independency?  Muft  not  we,  with 
the  reft  of  Europe,  have  fubmitted  to  the  Dictates  of 
the  Court  of  Verfailles? 

4  But,  Sir,  by  our  taking  fuch  a  Share  in  the  War 
upon  the  Continent,  and  fo  vigoroufly  fupporting  the 
Houfe  of  Aufiria,  France  has  been  bamed,  or  at  leaft 
circumfcribed  in  all  her  ambitious  Views  ;  and  if  our 
Difputes  with  Spain  are  not  yet  adjufted,  they  are  not 
given  up,  nor  we  obliged  to  obey  the  Dictates  of  the 
Court  of  Verfaiiles :  Nor  can  any  one  wonder  at  thofe 
Difputes  not  being  yet  fettled,  if  the  Intricacy  of 
their  Nature  be  considered.  Spain  has  certainly  a 
Right  to  exclude  all  Foreigners  from  any  Trade  with 
her  Plantations  in  America:  That  Right  has  been 
folemnly  acknowledged  by  us  as  well  as  the  reft  of 
Europe.  The  Queftion  is,  how  to  reconcile  this 
Right  with  the  Freedom  of  our  Trade  and  Navigation 
in  the  Seas  of  America.  For  this  Purpofe  fome  new 
Regulations  muft  be  agreed  on  ;  and  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  contrive  any  Regulations  that  will  not  be  inju- 
rious to  the  one  or  the  other.  I  am  afraid,  it  muft 
be  at  laft  left,  as  it  has  hitherto  been,  to  our  mutual 
Difcretion. 

c  The  general  Rule,  Sir,  with  regard  to  vifiting 
Ships  at  Sea,  is  for  the  Men  of  War,  Privateers,  or 
Guard-Ships,  to  remain  out  of  Cannon-Shot,  and  to 
fend  a  Boat  to  the  Merchant  Ship,  to  enter  her  with 
two  or  three  Men  only,  *to  examine  her  Paiiports  and 
Certificates  ;  and  to  thefe  they  are  to  give  entire  Cre- 
dit, without  attempting  to  fearch  or  rummage  the 
Ship,  or  to  ftop  or  turn  her  out  of  her  Courfe,  unlefs 
in  Time  of  War  it.  mould  appear  from  her  Papers, 
that  fhe  was  bound  to  a  Port  of  the  Enemy,  and  had 
contraband  Goods  on  beard. 

c  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  is  the  general  Rule  ;  but  if  this 
Rule  were  to  be  ftriclly  adhered  to  upon  all  Occafions, 
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Anno  1750.  and  never  tranfgrefied  or  incrcached  on,'  notwithfta rid- 
ing the  moft  violent  Sufpicion  of  Fraud,  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  the  Spaniards  to  prevent  an  illicit  Trade 
with  their  Plantations  or  Dominions  in  America  ;  and 
it  would  be  equally  impoffible  for  us  to  prevent  the 
Exportation  of  our  Wool.  Nay,  it  would  often  be 
impoffible  to  difcover  a  Pirate-Ship  at  Sea ;  and  much 
lefs  to  difcover,  that  a  Ship  met  with  at  Sea  belonged 
to  an  Enemy,  or  was  carrying  contraband  Goods  to 
an  Enemy.  Therefore,  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  fomething 
tnuft  be  left  to  the  Difcretion  of  Commanders  of  Men 
ef  War,  Privateers,  or  Guard-Ships,  who,  if  they' 
tranfgrefs  this  Rule,  tranfgrefs  it  at  their  Peril ;  and 
if  it  mould  appear,  that  they  tranfgrefled  it  without 
any  juft  Caufe  of  Sufpicion,  and  without  difcovering 
any  Fraud,  befides  being  obliged  to  make  good  the 
Damage,  they  ought  to  be  feverely  puniihed. 

c  Thus,  Sir,  for  regulating  thevifiting  of  Ships  irt 
*Time  of  War,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  they  be- 
long to  an  Enemy,  or  are  carrying  any  contraband 
Goods  to  an  Enemy,  we  have  many  Precedents  both 
in  Treaties  and  Practice  ;  but  for  regulating  thevifiting 
of  Ships  in  Time  of  Peace,  in  order  to  difcover  whe- 
ther they  have  been  concerned  in  an  illicit  Trade,  we 
have  no  Precedent  either  in  Treaties  or  Practice  ;  and 
as  there  is  no  Precedent,  any  new  Regulation,  as  to 
this  Point,  will  certainly  require  great  Caution,  and 
the  moft  mature  Deliberation  on  both  Sides  :  On  the 
Side  of  Spain,  left  they  fhould  render  the  preventing 
of  an  illicit  Trade  impracticable;  and  on  our  Side, 
left  we  fhould-  admit  of  any  thing  that  might  in  Time 
prove  an  Encroachment  upon,  or  Interruption,  to  the 
Freedom  of  our  Trade  and  Navigation  in  the  Seas  of 
America ;  from  whence  every  Gentleman  muft  fee  a 
good  Reafon  for  not  being  'furprifed  at  this  Difpute's 
not  being  as  yet  fettled. 

6  I  think,  Sir,  the  only  Objection  now  remaining, 
is  that  relating  to  the  South-Sea  Company's  annual 
Ship,  which  the  Noble  Lord  fays  we  ought  to  have 
had  granted  for  ten  or  eleven  Years,  inftead  of  four ; 
and  that  our  not  infifting  upon  this  was  a  Conceffion, 
that  the  Interruptions  we  had  met  with  were  juft,  and 
fuch  as  we  deferred.     Sir,  if  any  fuch  Coriceffion  wa^ 
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ever  made,  it  was  hot  by  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  Anno  175a* 
but  by  the  Treaty  of  Madrid  in  172 1 >  and  the  Treaty  ^— — v~"» -*** 
of  Seville  in  1729;  for  as  no  Prolongation  of  the 
Affiento  Contract  was  then  ilipulated,  in  order  to 
compenfate  the  Interruption  we  had  met  with, 
the  Point  was  certainly  underftood  to  be  given  up, 
and  could  not  be  revived  or  reaiiumed  in  any  future 
Negotiation  ;  fo  that  all  we  could  defire  in  the  late 
Treaty,  was  the  Revival  of  that  Contract,  for  four 
Years,  which  we  accordingly  obtained  ;  confequent- 
ly,  it  mufr  be  allowed,  that  notwithstanding  the  Mis- 
fortunes of  the  late  War,  we  obtained  more  from  Spain 
by  the  late  Treaty,  than  we  could  obtain  either  by  the 
Treaty  in  1721,  or  that  in  1729  ;  and  if  our  not  ob- 
taining a  Prolongation  of  that  Contract  by  either  of 
thofe  Treaties,  was  a  Conceflion,  that  we  had  been  at 
both  thofe  Times  in  the  Wrong  to  Spain,  their  grant- 
ing that  Prolongation  now,  is  a  Conceffion  that  the 
late  War  was  occafioned  by  their  being  in  the  Wrong 
to  us,  which  is  a  Sort  of  Earned-  of  their  future  good 
Behaviour  towards  us. 

4  I  hope  I  have  now  fhewn,  Sir,  that  we  have  no 
jufl  Complaints  either  of  OmiHions  or  Commifnons 
in  negotiating  and  concluding  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  ; 
and  that  we  have  not  as  yet  a  juft  Caufe  to  complain 
of  any  unneceffary  Delay  in  the  Execution  of  it ; 
therefore,  there  can  be  no  Occafion  for  the  Addrefs 
propofed ;  and  as  we  ought  never  to  intermeddle  in 
fuch  Affairs  without  a  very  apparent  Neceility,  I  hope 
the  Motion  will  be  either  withdrawn  or  difap-reed  to/ 

o 

Lord   Strange   fpoke  next ;  the   Purport  of   whofe 
Speech  was  as  follows. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl,  would  Urd  Strange. 
gladly,  I  find,  turn  the  Debate  upon  the  Queftion, 
whether  it  was  wife  or  prudent  at  this  Juncture  to 
make  fuch  a  Motion  ;  but  this  is  not  the  Qucition 
now  before  us  :  The  Motion  has  been  made  and  fe- 
conded  :  The  Houfe  is  confequently  in  PoiTeflion  of 
it ;  and  it  muft  appear  in  our  Votes,  unlefs  the  Noble 
Lord,  and  thofe  who  feconded  him,  will  pleafe  to  with- 
draw their  Motion,  which,  I  believe,  they  will   not 

agree 
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Ann*  1750.  agree  to;  and  therefore  the  Queftion  now  before  us  is, 
whether  it  would  be  wife  or  prudent  in  us  to  put  a 
Negative  upon  fuch  a  Motion  ? 

4  This,  Sir,  is  the  only  Queftion  now  before  us, 
and  upon  this  Queftion  I  muft  be  of  Opinion,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  derogatory  to  the  Honour  of 
the  Nation,  and  to  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe,  than 
to  put  a  Negative  upon  fuch  a  Motion.  When  I  fay 
this,  Sir,  every  Gentleman  muft  fuppofe  that,  in  my 
Opinion,  nothing  could  be  more  unwife  or  impru- 
dent ;  for  no  Gentleman  will  give  himfelf  either  the 
Time  or  the  Trouble  to  confider  Confequences,  when 
his  Honour  is  immediately  at  Stake.  If  a  Gentleman, 
juft  recovered  from  a  violent  Fever,  mould  receive  a 
Blow,  would  he  delay  refenting  it  till  he  had  reco- 
vered his  Strength  ?  Would  not  he  upon  fuch  an  Oc- 
cafion  reflect,  has  he  not  the  higheft  Authority  for 
concluding,  that  the  Battle  is  not  to  the  ftrong,  nor 
the  Race  to  the  fwift  ?  Would  he  not  in  fuch  a  Cafe 
refolve  to  place  his  Confidence  in  him  who  gives  the 
Victory,  and  to  follow  the  Affront  with  quick  and 
immediate  Refentment  ?  If  he  did  not,  he  would  for- 
feit his  Character  as  a  Gentleman  ;  and,  I  am  fure,  it 
can  never  be  wife  or  prudent  for  any  Gentleman,  to 
incur  fuch  a  Forfeiture. 

c  But,  Sir,  if  it  be  imprudent  in  a  Gentleman  to- 
forfeit  his  Character,  it  is  ftill  more  fo  in  a  Nation. 
A  weak  State  may  be  affronted  or  attacked  by  a  potent 
Enemy  -,  an  Enemy  that  in  all  human  Appearance  it 
could  not  long  refift  ;  but  if  it  ihews  a  proper  Refent- 
ment, if  it  manfully  fights  every  Inch  of  Ground, 
fome  of  its  Neighbours  will  thereby  be  encouraged  to 
come  to  its  Aftiflance,  and  Providence,  or,  if  you 
pleafe,  Fortune,  according  to  the  old  Proverb,  will 
be  "its  Friend.  We  have  a  ftrong  Inftance  of  this  in 
the  Cafe  of  the  Romans  during  the  fecond  Punic  "Wax  ; 
We  have  had  a  late  Inftance  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary :  When  that  undaunted  Princefs  found 
herfelf  obliged  to  retire  from  Vhmta,  and  throw  her- 
lelf  into  the  Arms  of  her  brave  Subjects,  the  Hunga- 
rians :  When  fhc  made  that  memorable  Speech  to  them, 
In  thefe  Words,  t6  Abandoned  by  my  Friends,  perfe- 
ii  cuted  by  my  Enemies,  attacked  by  my  neareft  Rela- 
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m  tions,  the  only  Refource  I  have  left,  is  to  Hay  in  Anno  tjfjgi, 
•*  this  Kingdom,  and  commit  my  Perfon,  my  Chil-  " 
<c  dren,  my  Scepter  and  Crown,  to  the  Care  of  my 
"  faithful  Subjeas."  At  this  Time,  I  fay,  Sir, 
could  any  one  have  thought  that  fhe  would  have  been 
able  to  have  ftood  againft  the  Multitude  of  her  Ene^ 
mies?  Yet  fhe  refolved  never  to  fubmit  to  the  fhame- 
ful  Terms  defigned  to  be  impofed  on  her  by  her  Ene- 
mies ;  and  Providence,  it  feems,  approved  of  her  kefo- 
lution ;  for,  contrary  to  all  human^  Appearance,  a 
very  few  Months  not  only  reftored  her  to  her  own 
Capital,  but  put  her  in  Poneilion  of  the  Capital  of 
one  of  her  Enemies ;  and  the  Confequence  now  at 
laft  is,  that  her  Family  is  again  in  PoiTeffion  of  the 
Imperial  Diadem,  without:  any  very  great  Lofs  of 
Power  or  Dominion.  Whereas,  had  file  acted  ac- 
cording to  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Rules  of  Prudence, 
another  Family  would  have  been  eftablifhed  upon  the 
Imperial  Throne,  and  in  the  PofTeilion  of  fo  great  Part 
of  her  Dominions,  that  her  Family  muft  have  always 
depended  upon  them  for  a  Protection  againft  the 
Turks. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  a  recent  Proof,  that  nothing  ought 
to  be  fo  dear  to  a  Nation  as  its  Character,  and  that  it 
never  ought,  in  any  Circumftanoes,  or  at  any  Con- 
juncture, to  fubmit  to  what  may  give  the  World  a 
mean  Opinion  of  its  Courage,  Refolution,  or  Power. 
Let  us  then  confider  what  will  be  the  Confequence  of 
our  putting  a  Negative  upon  this  Motion.  Do  not 
all  the  World  know,  do  not  the  French  themfelves 
confefs,  that  we  have  a  Right  to  fee  the  Port  of  Dun- 
kirk abfolutely  demolished  ?  Does  not  every  one  know, 
that  no  one  Step  has  been  taken5  ever  fince  the  late 
Peace,  to  demolifli  even  the  Works  which  the  French 
had  erected  there  during  the  late  War  ?  If  after  this 
we  mould  reject  a  Motion  of  this  Kind,  will  not  all 
our  Neighbours  be  thereby  induced  to  think,  that  we 
have  not  the  Courage  to  vindicate  our  Rights  ?  Will 
not  the  French  look  upon  it  as  a  Surrender  of  the 
FJght,  or  at  leaft  as  a  Declaration,  that  the  Briiifo 
Parliament  will  give  itfelf  no  Trouble,  whether  the 
Port  at  Dunkirk  be  demolifhed  or  no  ?  And  after  fuck 
a  Declaration  from  Parliament,  cart  we  expeil  that 
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Anno  1750.  the  French  Court  will  give  Ear  to  any  Xnftances  his 
^**~ ^—w  Majefty  may  be  pleafed  to  make  for  having  it  demo- 
limed  ?  No,  Sir,  we  can  expect  no  Compliance  with 
any  fuch  Demand  ;  for  the  French  Court  know  per- 
fectly well,  that  his  Majefty  will  never  go  the  Length 
of  declaring  War  upon  the  Refufal  of  a  Demand, 
which  his  Parliament  feems  to  think  of  no  Moment, 
whether  it  be  complied  with  or  no  ;  therefore,  the 
Queftion  now  before  us  is,  in  EffecT:,  whether  you 
think  that  the  Fortifications  lately  erecled  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  ought  to  be  demo- 
jifhed  or  no  ?  And  I  mould  be  forry  to  fee  a  Majority 
of  this  Houfe  upon  the  Negative  Side  of  fuch  a  Quef- 
tion. 

6  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  Sir,  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
that  it  was  a  Matter  of  very  little  Moment,  whether 
thefe  Works  be  demolifhed  a  few  Months  fooner  or 
later ;  becaufe  in  Time  of  Peace  they  can  be  of  no 
Prejudice  to  us,  nor  of  any  Advantage  to  the  French* 
But  I  muft  aik  him,  whether  he  thinks,  that  the 
French  would  demolifh  them  after  the  Breaking  out  of 
a  new  War  ?  For  if  they  would  not,  it  muft  be  to  us 
of  the  greater!:  Moment  to  have  them  demolifhed  as 
foen  as  poilible  •  becaufe  no  one  can  tell  how  fo'on  a 
new  War  may  break  out  between  the  two  Nations  ; 
and  I  hope,  he  will  allow,  that  in  Time  of  War, 
thefe  Works  would  be  of  great  Prejudice  to  us,  and 
of  great  Advantage  to  the  French ;  efpeciaily  as  they 
would  take  that  Opportunity  to  add  new  Works,  and 
perhaps  to  make  the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  as 
compleat,  and  as  defenfible  as  it  was  at  the  Time  of 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 

'But  our  agreeing  to  this  Motion  would,  he  fays, 
manifeft  a  Jealoufy,  a  Sufpicion  of  the  Faith  of 
France  ;  and  that  we  are  already  endeavouring  to  pick 
Koies  in  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace.  Sir,  can  our  de- 
firing  to  have  the  Terms  of  a  Treaty  complied  with, 
be  fuppofed  to  be  a  picking  of  Holes  in  the  Treaty? 
Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  a  Proof  of  our  being  re- 
folved  to  abide  by  that  Treaty  ?  And  if  we  {hew  that 
we  have  a  Jealoufy  or  Sufpicion  of  the  Faith  of  the 
French^  it  is  what  they  deferve,  by  their  delaying  to 
do  what  might  have  been  done,  and  what  ought  to 

have 
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have  been  done,  above  twelve  Months  ago.  Could  a  Anno  175©, 
Man  fay,  that  I  had  a  Sufpicion  of  his  Honefty,  *>  1  ■  y  _ 
fhould  I  demand  and  infift  upon  Payment  of  a  Bill, 
that  had  become  due,  and  fhould  have  been  paid  fif- 
'  teen  or  fixteen  Months  before  ?  Could  he  blame  me, 
fhould  I  even  exprefsly  tell  him,  that  as  I  knew  his 
Ability,  I  could  not  but  fufpecl:  his  Honefty  ? 

*  Surely,  Sir,  we  are  not,  by  the  Management  of 
that  Gentleman  and  his  former  and  prefent  Friends, 
brought  to  fuch  a  wretched  Condition,  that  v/e  dare 
not  fo  much  as  afk  for  what  is  due  to  us.  If  we  are, 
I  fhall  grant  it  is  a  good  Argument  againft  our  agree- 
ing to  this  Motion ;  but  would  it  be  confiftent  with 
the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe,  to  admit  of  fuch  an  Argu- 
ment, without  making  the  leaft  Enquiry  into  the  Means 
by  which  our  Country  had  been  brought  into  fuch  a 
wretched  Condition  ?  Could  fuch  an  Enquiry  be  at- 
tended with  any  bad  Confluences  to  the  Nation  ? 
Could  it  be  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  any  Man  in 
the  Nation,  unlefs  there  be  fome  amongft  us  that  have 
been  guilty  of  fomething  v/orfe  than  MifconducT:  ? 
Therefore,  Sir,  if  by  putting  a  Negative  upon  this 
-Motion,  we  expofe  our  Country  to  Contempt,  I  hope, 
we  mall  fo  far  take  Care  of  our  own  Honour,  and  of 
the  Character  of  this  Aflembly,  as  to  follow  that 
Negative  with  a  Motion  for  an  Enquiry  into  the  pre- 
fent State  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Conduct  and  Con- 
el  ufion  of  the  late  War.' 

Upon  this  William  Pitt,  Efq;  flood  up,  and  fpoke 
to  this  Effect. 

6  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  I  mull  confefs  I  do  not  comprehend  the  Diftinc-  William  Pitt, 
tion  which  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lall  endeavoured  2% 
to  eiiabiifh,  between  the  Wifdom  of  making,  and  that 
of  rejecting  a  Motion  ;  for  if  it  was  unwife  to  make 
it,  furely  there  can  be  no  Imprudence  in  rejecting  it ; 
and  according  to  my  View  of  Things,  I  muft  not 
only  think  that  it  is  unwife  and  dangerous,  but  alfo 
that  it  feems  to  be  wicked.  I  fay,  Sir,  that  it  feems 
to  be  wicked,  becaufe  it  fesms  to  have  been  made  with, 
a  Defign  to  inflame  the  People  againft  his  Majefty's 
{government,  or  to  involve  the  Nation  in  a  new  War 
.  I  with 
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Anno  1750.  With  France,  when  neither  our  own  Circumftances, 
nor  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  Europe,  can  admit  of 
our  engaging  in  fuch  a  War  with  any  Hopes  of  Suc- 
cefs.  I  hope,  the  Noble  Lord  had  no  fuch  Defign  :  I 
hope,  his  Motion  proceeded  entirely  from  his  not  con- 
fidering  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  our  Affairs,  ei- 
ther foreign  or  domeftic ;  for  if  he  viewed  our  Affairs 
in  the  fame  Light  I  do,  and  which  I  think  the  only 
true  Light  they  can  be  viewed  in,  he  could  not  have 
any  good  Defign  in  making  fuch  a  Motion  at  fuch  a 
Time. 

c  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  a  Nation,  as  well  as  a  private 
Man,  when  attacked,  muft  make  the  beft  Defence  it 
can  ;  but  furely  no  Nation  ought  to  provoke  a  War, 
when  it  is  confcious  of  its  being  the  weaker  Party  $ 
nor  would  any  Man  in  his  Senfes  provoke  another  to 
a  Boxing-match,  when  he  is  but  juft  recovered  from 
a  violent  Fever,  and  the  other  in  full  Strength  and 
Vigour ;  and  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  a  Nation,  when 
affronted,  may  fufpend  its  Refentment,  with  much 
lefs  Danger  to  its  Character,  than  a  private  Man  can 
do.  Suppofing  then  it  were  true,  that  the  French  had 
refufed  or  unreafonably  delayed  to  demolifh  the  Works 
lately  erected  for  defending  the  Port  of  Dunkirk,  this 
can  be,  no  Reafon  for  our  declaring  War,  or  taking 
any  Step  that  may  tend  towards  a  Declaration  of  War 
againft  them  on  that  Account,  unlefs  we  had  a  Chance 
atleaft  for  obtaining  by  War,  v/hat  we  found  we  could 
not  obtain  by  Negotiation.  If  we  did  declare  War 
without  any  fuch  Chance,  we  mould  forfeit  all  Pre- 
tence to  the  Character  of  being  a  wife  and  cautious 
People,  which  is  a  Character  at  leaft  as  neceffary  to 
be  preferved,  as  that  of  being  a  brave  and  warlike 
People. 

6  I  believe,  every  Gentleman  muft  now  fee,  Sir, 
that  neither  the  Cafe  of  the  Romans  in  the  fecond  Punic 
War,  nor  the  Cafe  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  can  be 
any  way  applicable  to  the  Cafe  now  under  Confidera- 
t'ion.  They  were  both  attacked,  notwithftanding  their 
having  taken  every  Method  that  Prudence  or  Caution 
could  fuggeft  to  prevent  it.  Is  this  now  our  Cafe  ? 
Are  we  attacked,  or  are  we  in  Danger  of  being  at- 
tacked r  I  believe^  I  may  venture  to  prophefy,  that 
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that  the  French  will  not  attack  us,  or  declare  War  Anno  1750. 
againft  us,  unlefs.  we  provoke  them  to  it  by  fome  fuch  » m  ,,  ^,L— ff  _f 
Step  as  this  now  propofed  :  Nay,  I  believe,  they  will, 
not  attack  us,  unlefs  we  attack  them  firft,  or  give 
them  Reafon  to  believe,  that  we  are  preparing  to  be- 
gin the  Attack  ;  and  mould  this  Houfe  agree  to  the 
Motion  now  made  to  us,  I  am  perfuaded,  they  would 
look  upon  it  as  a  Prelude  to  an  Attack,  in  which  Cafe 
we  could  not  expect,  that  they  would  demolifh  any 
Works  they  thought  necefFary  for  the  Defence  of  any 
Part  of  their  Dominions.  Confequently,  I  cannot 
think  that  any  Gentleman  will  agree  to  this  Motion, 
but  fuch  as  are  of  Opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  Declaration  of  War  ;  and  before  any  Gen- 
tleman embraces  fuch  an  Opinion,  furely  he  ought  to 
confider,  whether  in  our  prefent  loaded  Condition, 
we  could  hope  for  carrying  on  a  War  with  Succefs 
againft  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  fuch  ofv  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe,  as  they  might  prevail  on  to 
join  with  them  againft  us ;  for  in  the  prefent  Circum- 
stances of  Europe,  there  is  not  one  Power  upon  the 
Continent  that  would  be  able  to  aflift  us ;  and  were 
any  of  them  able,  if  we  mould  by  our  Imprudence 
precipitate  a  War,  at  an  unlucky  Conjuncture,  we 
could  not  expect  that  any  of  them  would  incline  to. 
aflift  us. 

i  On  the  other  hand,  Sir,  a  very  few  Years  will,, 
I  hope,  free  us  from  a  great  Part  of  that  Load  of  Debt 
we  groan  under  at  prefent,  and  will  eftablifh  our  pub- 
lic Credit  upon  a  Bafis  which  it  will  be  hardly  poflible 
to  make  ;  to  which  I  fhall  add,  that  many  Accidents 
may  happen,  that  will  contribute  towards  Strengthen- 
ing and  uniting  our  Friends  upon  the  Continent,  or 
towards  weakening  and  difuniting  our  Enemies  5 
whereas  no,  contrary  Accident  can,  With  any  Reafon, 
be  apprehended  ;  and  in  fuch  Circumftances  would  it 
not  be  the  Height  of  Imprudence  in  us,  to  infift  (o 
preremptorily  upon  the  moft  juft  Demand  as  to  bring 
on  an  immediate  War  ?  Gentlemen  may  be  as  merry 
as  they  pleafe  upon  the  Word  negotiate.  I  have  for- 
merly made  as  free  with  it  as  any  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe  ;  but"  the  Circumftances  of  Affairs  are  now 
very  much  altered,  and  in  the  Circumftances  I  have 
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4****  *7£p.  fairly  and  truly  fet  before  your  Eyes,  I  fhall  always 
think  it  much  better  to  negotiate  than  to  conclude,  or 
fight.  By  Negotiation  we  keep  our  juft  Claims  alive  5 
but  by  fighting,  or  concluding,  we  may  be  obliged 
not  only  to  give  them  up,  but  to  yield  to  fome  of  the 
unjuft  Claims  of  our  Adverfaries. 

I  But?  Sir,  befides  the  many  Arguments  that  may 
be  drawn  from  the  Rules  of  common  Difcretion,  a 
very  rlrong  Argument  may  be  drawn,  againft  our 
agreeing  to  this  Motion,  from  the  Nature  of  our  Con- 
ftitutipn.  The  Power  of  making  Peace  and  War 
^vill  certainly  be  allowed  to  be  a  Prerogative  inherent 
in  the  Crown  ;  and  as  a  neceflary  Confequence,  his 
Majefry  muft  necefTarily  have  the  fole  Power  of  nego- 
tiating and  treating  with  foreign  States,  This  Prero- 
gative, I  mail  admit,  ought,  like  every  other,  to  be 
made  ufe  of  for  the  Good  of  the  People,  and  the  Ho- 
nour of  the  Crown  -,  and  when  it  is  otherwife  made 
ufe  of,  or  neglected  to  be  made  ufe  of,  the  Parliament 
may  interpofe  with  its  Advice.,  or,  in  order  to  punifh 
thofe  that  were  the  Authors  of  fuch  Ufe  or  Neglect ; 
but  unlefs  it  can  be  alledged,  that  this  Prerogative  has 
bem  made  a  bad  Ufe  of,  or  that  it  has  been  to  the 
great  Hurt  of  the  People  neglected,  the  Parliament 
pught  never  to  interpofe  in  any  Affairs  relating  to 
Peace  or  War,  negotiating  or  treating.  Can  any 
thing  of  this  kind  be  alledged  with  regard  to  the 
Works  lately  erected  for  the  Defence  of  the  Harbour- 
m  Dunkirk?  In  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  hisMajefly 
has  taken  all  poifible  Care  to  have  them  demolifhed, 
by  an  exprefs  Article  fcr  that  Purpofe;  and  though 
that  Article  is  not  as  yet  complied  with,  yet  the  Time 
elapfed  fince  the  Conclufion  of  that  Treaty  is  not  fq 
Jorig,  as  to  lay  a  Foundation  for  accufing  his  Majefiy 
or  his  Ministers  witn  any  Neglect  upon  that  Head5 
much  lefs  with  a  Neglect  by  which  the  People  have 
fuffered.  This  Motion  then  is  certainly  premature^ 
and  consequently  our  agreeing  to  it  muft,  from  the 
Nature  of  our  Conflitution5  be  deemed  an  Incroach-? 
ment  upon  the  Prerogatives  cf  the  Crown, 

I  The  Jate  erected  Works  at  Dunkirk  are  not,  I 
believe,  Sir,  fo  extraordinary,  but  that  they  might  have 
|een  demolifhed  Ipefore  this  Time,  had  the  French  fet 
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about  it  after  the  Ratifications  of  the  Definitive  Treaty   Ann»  i75«. 

were  exchanged  5  but  let  us  confider,  that  they  were 

to  be  demolifhed  at  the  Expence  of  the  French  5  and 

the  French  Finances,  as  well  as  our  own,  having  been 

very  much  exhaufted  during  the  late  War,  we  cannot 

wonder  at  their  not  having  been  as  yet  able  to  fpare 

fuch  a  Sum  as  was  neceffary  for  defraying  the  Expence 

of  demolishing  thofe  Works.     At  leaft  we  may  fup- 

pofe,  that  they  have  made  ufe  of  this  as  a  Pretence 

for  not  entering  upon  the  Bufinefs ;  and  for  the  little 

Time  that  has  yet  parTed  fince  the  Ratifications  of  the 

Treaty  were  exchanged y  we  could  not  refufe  to  admit 

this  as  an  Excufe,  without  incurring  the  Cenfure  even 

of  our  Friends  upon  the  Continent,  efpecially  as  the 

Demolition  could  not  be  undertaken  but  during  the 

warm  and  calm  Weather  of  the  Summer,  and  but  one 

Summer  has  palled  fince  that  Time. 

4  The  Delay  in  the  Execution  of  that  Article  of 
the  Treaty  cannot  therefore,  Sir,  be  fuppofed  to  pro- 
ceed from  our  being  in  fuch  a  wretched  Condition,  as 
not  to  dare  fo  much  as  afk  for  what  we  have  a  Right 
to ;  for  though  our  Condition  is  not  at  prefent  very 
good,  yet  it  is  not  yet  quite  fo  wretched,  nor  will  it 
ever  be  fo,  if  we  take  Care  not  to  involve  ourfelves 
in  an  unequal  War,  and  at  an  unlucky  Conjuncture  ; 
but  if  we  were  now  in  fuch  a  wretched  Condition, 
I  mould  think  it  no  Reafon  for  fetting  up  a  Parlia- 
mentary Enquiry  into  the  Means  by  which  we  were 
brought  into  that  Condition  ;  for  the  Means  are  pub- 
lickly  known,  and  known  to  be  fuch  as  no  Man  in 
this  Kingdom  can  be  blamed  for.  If  there  be  any 
Secret  in  the  late  Conduct  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  it 
is  in  the  Queftion,  how  it  was  poflible  for  our  Mini- 
flers  to  obtain  fo  good  a  Peace  as  they  did  ;  for  Imuft 
confefs,  that  when  the  French  laid  Siege  to  Maejiricht 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  -Year  1748,  I  had  fuch  a 
gloomy  Profpedt  of  Affairs,  that  I  thought  it  next  to 
impomble  to  preferve  our  Friends  the  Dutch  from  the 
imminent  Ruin  they  were  then  threatened  with,  or  to 
maintain  the  prefent  Emperor  upon  the  Imperial 
Throne^  and  if  the  Dutch  had  been  ruined,  and  the 
Emperor  difpoffefled,  this  Nation  would  have  been  fo 
far  from  being  in  a  Condition  to  infift  upon  what   it 
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Anno  i;5®.   had  a  Right  to  demand,    that  we  muil  have  yielded  to 
\      -y    _*  every  Demand  our  Enemies  might  have  been  pieafed  to 
make  upon  us. 

c  This,  Sir,  is  my  Opinion  of  the  Conduct  and 
Conclufion  of  the  late  War  ;  and  let  thofe  who  have 
a  contrary  Opinion  be  the  Movers  and  Supporters  of 
what  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  was  pieafed  to 
propofe,  as  well  as  of  the  Proposition  now  under  our 
Confideration.' 

Honour,  tienry  The  next  that  fpoke  was,  the  Hon.  Henry  Bathurft\ 
Batiwrft,  E%  ]Tfq.  whofe  Speech  was  in  Subftance  thus. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
6  The  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pieafed  to  fay,  he  could 
not  fee  how  it  would  be  imprudent  to  reject  a  Motion 
that  had  been  imprudently  made  ;  to  which  I  rnuft  ap- 
ply the  old  Obfervation,  that  there  are  none  fo  blind 
as  thofe  that  will  not  fee ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  wTe 
have  now  nothing  to  do  with  the  Queftion,  whether 
the  Motion  was  prudently  made  or  no.  We  are  only 
to  confider,  whether  it  be  now  rnoft  prudent  to  agree 
to  it,  or  to  put  a  Negative  upon  it.  For  my  Part,  I 
muft  think,  that  if  there  was  any  Imprudence  in 
making  this'  Motion,  it  confuted  in  the  Danger  of 
having  a  Negative  put  upon  it;  and  if  this  was  the 
Gnly  Imprudence,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  cannot  but 
fee,  that  it  would  be  extremely  imprudent  in  us  to  re- 
ject the  Motion ;  and  I  mult  fubmit  to  Gentlemen, 
which  feems  to  be  rnoft  wicked,  to  prefs  for  the  Per- 
formance of  an  Article  in  a  Treaty,  that  is  of  the 
utmoft  Confequence  to  this  Nation,  or  to  furnim  our 
"Enemies  with  a  Pretence  for  not  performing  it  at  all ; 
for  if  the  French  could  not  laft  Summer  fpare  the  Ex- 
pence  of  demol.immg  the  Port  at  Dimkirk^  it  was  be- 
caufe  they  applied  all  the  Money  they  could  poffibly 
fpare  towards  repairing  and  augmenting  their  Marine ; 
confequently,  they  will  have  this  Pretence,  and  will 
cprtainlv  make  ufe  of  it  every  Summer,  until  they 
have  got  their  Marine  in  fuch  a  Condition  as  to  be 
fuperior  to  us  at  Sea ;  and  when  they  have  done  this, 
can  wc  expect  that  they  will  ever  demolifh  the  Port  of 
Dunkirk,  or  fhew  the  ieaft  Regard  to  any  Inftances  we 
can  make  on  that  Head  ? 
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1  The  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  obferve,  Anno  1750. 
that  the  Demolition  of  that  Port  can  be  undertaken 
only  in  Summer,  and  that  but  one  Summer  has  paffed 
fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  Sir*  I 
muft  infift  upon  it,  that  the  Demolition  may  be  car- 
ried on  in  Winter  as  well  as  Summer  3  and  if  it  were 
otherwife,  I  will  fay,  that  to  let  one  Summer  pals 
over  without  fo  much  as  one  Stone  or  one  Pile's  being 
removed,  is  a  very  great  Neglect  in  us,  and  a  high 
Contempt  put  upon  us  by  the  French ;  becaufe  we  mull 
have  that  Article  performed,  before  we  can  infift  upon 
the  Performance  of  any  other ;  for  it  would  be  the 
Height  of  Imprudence  in  us,  to  infift  upon  the  Per- 
formance of  any  other,  fo  peremptorily  as  to  endanger 
a  Rupture,  before  we  have  feen  the  Articles  of  former 
Treaties,  as  well  as  the  laft  relating  to  Dunkirk,  punc- 
tually complied  with  ;  and  I  believe  the  Frmch  will 
perform  no  Article,  which  they  think  worth  their 
while  to  conteft,  upon  any  other  Confideration  but 
that  of  preventing  an  immediate  Rupture. 

6  As  this,  Sir,  is  my  firm  Opinion,  I  fnould  be 
under  the  greateft  Anxiety,  had  I  the  fame  Opinion 
of  the  fuperior  Power  of  France,  that  has  been,  I  am 
fure,  un wifely,  I  hope,  untruly,  exprefTed  by  the  two 
Hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  againft  this  Motion. 
To  talk  of  our  being  the  weaker  Party,  and  of  our 
being  unable  to  fupport  a  War  againft  the  whole  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  in  fuch  a  numerous  AfTembly,  and  when 
there  are  fo  many  Strangers  in  our  Galleries,  is  cer- 
tainly much  more  imprudent  than  it  was  to  make  this 
Motion.  As  this  is  Pod-night  for  France,  I  do  not 
queftion  but  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  will  have  the  Ho- 
nour of  having  what  they  have  faid  upon  this  Subject,, 
tranfmitted  in  feveral  Letters  to  both  the  Courts  of 
V erf  allies  and  Madrid  ;  and  I  am  fully  convinced, 
that  while  we  have  at  the  Helm  of  cur  Affairs  Gen- 
tlemen, who  have  fuch  a  mean  Opinion  of  the  Power 
and  Courage  of  their  Country,  we  {hall  never  be  able 
to  obtain  any  proper  Conceflions  from  either  of  thofs 
Courts. 

6  But,  Sir,  if  either  of  thofe  Courts  fnould  conti- 
nue to  delay  doing  us  Juftice,  I  hope,  his  Majefty 
will  be  able  to  find  Ministers  who  have  a  better  Opi- 
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Anno  175c  nion  of  his  Power,  or  at  leaft,  not  fo  high  an  Opi- 
nion of  the  Power  of  his  Enemies  ;  and  indeed,  I  do 
nct  wonder  that  thofe  Gentlemen  who  thought  us  no 
Match  for  Spainy  and  therefore  tamely  fubmitted  for 
twenty  Years  to  all  the  Infults  and  Indignities  put 
■upon  us  by  that  Nation,  rather  than  venture  a  Rup- 
ture, fhould  now  think  us  a  very  unequal  Match  for 
the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon*  We  know  what  Sort  of 
Men  are  taught  by  Experience  ;  but  even  the  Leflbny 
of  Experience,  I  find,  are  thrown  away  upon  them, 
etherwife  the  late  War  muft  have  convinced  them, 
that  we  are  at  Sea  an  Overmatch  for  the  whole  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  \  and  if  we  wifely  and  fteadily  purfue  a 
true  Britijh  Scheme  of  Politicks,  we  fhall  always  con- 
tinue to  be  fo  ;  but  if  we  purfue  what  feems  to  be  our 
prefent  Scheme,  if  we  be  extremely  frugal  as  to  every 
Article  that  relates  to  our  Marine,  and  extravagantly 
lavifh  as  to  every  other  Article  of  public  Expence,  I 
make  no  doubt,  but  that  Prance  alone  will  in  a  few 
Years  become  an  Overmatch  for  us  at  Sea  ;  and  if 
ever  that  fhould  happen,  Britain?  inftead  of  Flanders^. 
will  become  the  Seat  of  War,  Bloodfhed  and  Defla- 
tion ;  for  even  in  that  Cafe,  1  hope,  the  People  of 
this  Kingdom  would  not  a£t.  fuch  a  cowardly  Part,  as 
tamely  to  give  up  either  their  Liberty  or  Independ- 
ency.- 

e  But  furely,  Sk;  if  we  have  any  Apprehenfion,- 
or  if  we  think  there  is  a  Poffibility,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  may  in  a  few  Years  become  an  Overmatch 
for  us  at  Sea,  it  is  a  Reafon  for  our  infilling  peremp- 
torily upon  an  immediate  Execution  of  every  Article 
©f  the  late  Treaty,,  and  upon  their  doing  us  JufHce 
with  refpe£r.  to  every  other  Point  in  Difpute  between' 
us ;  for  if  we  fhould  allow  them  to  put  us  off  with* 
fham  Pretences,  now  when  it  is  certain  that  they  are 
not  a  Match  for  us  at  Sea,,  can  we  expect  better 
Treatment,  after  they  find  themfelves  in  a  Condition- 
to  overpower  us  upon  the  Ocean  as  well  as  at  Land  ?• 
Therefore,  if  no  Juftice  can  be  expected  but  by  a> 
new  War,  the  fooner  we. engage  in  it,  the  better y 
confequently,  fuppofing  this  Motion  was.  made  with 
a  Defign  to  procure  us  Jultice  or  provoke  a  War,  it 
was  fo  far  from  being  a  wicked,  that  it  was  a  wife  and-' 
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a  right  Motion ;  for  if  it  {hould  be  agreed  to,  and  a  Anno  fJJSi 
new  War  fhould  be  the  Confequence,  it  could  not  be 
now  faid  that  the  Parliament  had  precipitated  us  into 
a  War,  no  more  than  it  can  be  faid  that  the  Par- 
liament precipitated  us  into  the  War  with  Sfamp  by 
what  it  did  in  the  Years  1738  and  1739.  It  was  not 
the  Proceedings  in  Parliament,  Sir,  that  precipitated 
us  into  that  War;  but  the  truckling  Submiffions  of 
our  Minifters  for  fo  many  Years  before,  and  the 
Train  of  Treaties  they  had  concluded,  were  fuch, 
that  a  War  was  become  abfolutely  necefTary  before 
the  Parliament  interpofed;  and  it  was  become  necef- 
fary  for  the  Parliament  to  interpofe,  becaufe  it  was 
apparent,  that  our  Minifters  were  refolved  to  facrifice 
both  our  Trade  and  Navigation  in  the  American  Seas, 
rather  than  go  to  War.  The  Parliament  therefore 
did  at  that  Time  nothing  but  what  was  their  Duty; 
but  I  mail  readily  grant,  that  they  did  not  the  whole 
of  their  Duty;  for  they  fhould  not  have  left  the 
Conduct,  of  the  War  to  thofe  who  had  fhewri  them- 
felves  fo  very  fearful  of  entering  into  it;  and  if  ever 
the  like  fhould  happen  again,  I  hope,  the  Parliament 
will  take  Care  not  to  be  guilty  of  the  fame  Failure 
in  their  Duty;  for  we  know  from  Experience,  that 
a  Minifter  generally  behaves  like  a  Stepmother  with 
refpect  to  thofe  Projects  which  are  none  of  his  own; 
and  this  might  perhaps  appear  to  have  been  lately  the 
Cafe,  if  a  Uriel:  and  impartial  Enquiry  were  to  be 
made  into  the  Conduct  of  the  late  War,  either  with 
Spam,  or  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

i  It  is  really  to  me  diverting,  Sir,  to  hear  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  throwing  out  his  Defiances,  and  decla- 
ring his  Readinefs  to  concur  in  a  Motion  for  ari 
Enquiry  into  the  Conduct  and  Conclufion  of  the  late 
War,  and  yet  at  the  fame  Time  oppoHng  every 
Motion  that  may  tend  to  giving  Gentlemen  the 
proper  Lights  into  any  Part  of  that  Affair;  for  furely 
no  Gentleman  who  inclines  to  have  a  ftrict  and 
impartial  Enquiry  madej  either  into  the  Conduct  of 
the  War,  or  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  will  move 
for  our  going  into  fuch  an  Enquiry,  till  we  have  all: 
the  proper  and  necefTary  Lights  upon  our  Table.  As 
every  Motion  for  this  Purpofe  has  had  a  Negative  put 

K  A:  upon 
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Anno  1750.  upon  it,  it  is  very  eafy  to  fay,  that  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace  was  fuch  a  one  as  we  were  forced  to  accept  of, 
by  the  Difappointments  and  Defeats  we  had  met  with 
in  the  Profecution  of  the  War,  and  by  the  Danger 
our  Allies  the  Dutch  were  brought  into;  but  if  we 
had  the  proper  Lights  before  us,  I  believe,  it  would 
be  very  eafy  to  fnew,  that  all  the  Difappointments 
and  Defeats  we  met  with,  as  well  as  the  Danger  to 
which  the  Dutch  were  expofed,  were  all  owing  to  our 
own  Mifconduct;  and  that  our  Conduct  was  in  fome 
Cafes  fo  glaringly  ridiculous,  that  it  is  hardly  poilible 
not  to  fufpecl:  it  of  having  been  defigned.  But  as  we 
can  at  prefent  argue  upon  this  SubjecT:  only  from 
printed  News-Papers  and  Pamphlets,  I  fhall  not 
trouble  the  Houfe  with  any  fuch  Arguments  ;  though 
I  mull:  make  fome  Obfervations  upon  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  Affairs  at  the  Time  the  Treaty  was  con- 
cluded, in  order  to  fhew  that  we  were  not  under  an 
immediate  Neceffity  to  accept  of  fuch  difhonourable 
Terms  of  Peace. 

4  To  begin,  Sir,  with  our  own  Affairs  here  at 
Home :  ■  I  fhall  allow  that  our  public  Credit  had  met 
with  a  very  great  Shock,  but  how  was  that  Shock 
occafioned?  Sir,  it  is  well  known,  that  it  was  occa- 
fioned  by  fome  People's  endeavouring  to  make  a  Job 
for  themfelves  and  their  Friends,  of  the  Subfcription 
for  Annuities  voted  by  Parliament.  When  the  Vote 
was  paffed,  it  was  expected  that  the  Subfcription 
would,  prefently  after  the  firft  Payment's  being  made, 
bear  an  advanced  Price,  and  confequently  would  be  a 
lucrative  Job  to  every  Man  that  could  raife  Money 
for  making  the  firft  Payment,  and  obtain  the  Favour 
©f  being  allowed  to  be  a  Subfcriber.  For  this  Reafon 
the  Courtiers  refolved  to  keep  it  to  themfelves,  and 
no  Man  was  allowed  to  fubicribe,  unlefs  he  was  a 
Courtier,  or  would  make  the  whole  firft  Payment, 
and  allow  fome  Courtier  to  go  Shares  with  him  in 
the  Subfcription.  This  difgufted  all  the  monied 
Men  in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  thofe  who  were  the 
Agents  of  the  moneyed  Men  abroad ;  and  they  re- 
folved to  let  our  Minifters  fee,  that  Money  could  not 
be  had,  without  keeping  up  a  good  Correfpondence 
with  thofe  that  had  it.  By  this  Means  the  Subfcrip- 
tion 
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tion  foon  fell  to  a  great  Difcount,  and  this  affecled    Anno  ij$0. 
all  our  other  Funds ;  becaufe  many  were  obliged  to 
fell  out  of  the  old  Funds,  to  make  good  their  Pay- 
ments   upon    this    new   Subfcription,     and    the    real 
moneyed  Men  refolved  not  to  be  Purchafers.     I  fay, 

"the  real  moneyed  Men,  by  which  I  mean  thofe  who 
have  a  Sum  of  Money  by  them  unemployed;  for  if 
a  Man  had  a  Million  fettled  in  the  public  runds,  and 
no  ready  Money  befides  at  Command,  he  could  not  be 
deemed  a  moneyed  Man,  with  regard  to  any  new 
Subfcription. 

c  It  was  this,  Sir,  that  gave  the  Shock  to  our 
public  Credit;  but  if  the  Courtiers  had  been  made  to 
fufFer  for  their  Avarice,  and  fome  other  proper 
Methods  taken  to  recover  the  Confidence  and  the 
Good-will  of  the  moneyed  Men  both  abroad  and  a£ 
home,  and  to  invite  them  to  become  Subfcribers,  our 
public  Credit  might  foon  have  been  rertored,  fo  as  to 
enable  us  to  profecute  the  War  with  Vigour  both  by 
Sea  and  Land  :  And  the  Dutch  were  not  in  fuch  im- 
minent Danger  as  fome  Gentlemen  would  make  us 
believe;  for,  befides  the  ftrong  City  of  Mae/irichtj 
the  French  muft  have  made  themfelves  Mailers  of 
feveral  other  well-fortified  Towns,  before  they  could 
have  entered  any  of  the  Dutch  Provinces;  and  before 
they  could  have  done  this,  the  Ruffians  would  have 
joined  our  Army,  which  would  have  enabled  the 
Duke  to  give  them  Battle,  with  a  probable  View  of 
Succefs,  efpecially  as  the  French  Army  would  have 
been  not  only  fatigued  by  the  Sieges  they  had  been 
engaged  in,  but  very  much  diminifhed,  as  they  muft 
have  left  a  ftrong  Garrifon  in  every  Town  they  took, 
in  order  to  keep  the  Communication  open  with  their 
own  Country. 

'  When  I  confider  the  Circumftances  of  the  Dutch 
in  .the  Year  1672,  I  am  furprifed,  Sir,  to  hear  any 
Gentleman  pretend,  that  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Year  1748,  they  were  in  any  Danger  of  immediate 
Ruin.  In  1672,  the  French  were  in  Poffeflion  of 
three  of  their  Provinces,  and  almoft  at  the  Gates  of 
die  City  of  Amfterdam\  and  befides  this,  they  were 
engaged  in  a  moft  fierce  and  dangerous  Sea  War  with 
.fihi*  Nation ;  yet  they  found  mean*  to  extricate  them- 
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inno  1750,  Selves  out  of  all  thefe  Difficulties,  and  might  have 
made  France  heartily  repent  the  Invafion  me  had  made 
upon  them,  if  they  had  not  been  afraid  that  by  con- 
quering their  Enemies,  they  might  at  laft  conquer 
themfelves,  which  induced  them  to  make  a  feparate 
Peace  with  France,  very  much  againft  the  Will  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  knew  that  it  proceeded  not 
from  their  fear  of  France,  but  from  their  fear  of  too 
great  an  Increafe  of  his  Power. 

c  It  could  not  therefore  be  the  immediate  Danger 
to  which  the  Dutch  were  expofed,  that  made  us  agree 
to  that  Treaty,  nor  could  the  French  have  compelled 
them  to  enter  into  any  Alliance  againft  us  :  As  little 
could  it  be  the  Danger  to  which  the  King  of  Sardinia 
was  expofed,  as  Experience  had  fhewn  how  difficult 
and  expenfive  it  was  for  the  French  to  carry  on  a 
War  in  Italy,  whiift  we  were  Mafters  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean 1  and  no  one  can  pretend  to  fay,  that  either 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  or  we  were  in  Danger  of  an 
Attack  upon  any  Part  of  our  Dominions.  How  then,; 
Sir,  came  this  Peace  to  be  fo  neceftary  at  that  Inftant 
of  Time  ?  For  my  own  Part,  I  can  fee  no  Caufe  for 
this  Neceffity,  unlefs  it  was  the  Danger  many  of  our 
Courtiers  were  in  of  being  ruined,-  by  the  Share  they  had 
in  our  new  Subfcription,  if  the  Preliminaries  had  not 
been  at  that  Time  agreed  on ;  and  confequently,  I 
rnuft  reckon,  that  Cape-Breton  was  facrificed,  and 
Hoftages  given  for  the  Security  of  our  making  that 
Sacrifice,  to  the  Prefervation  of  a  Set  of  Courtiers 
here  at  Home;  for  it  was  not  given  as  a  Confi deration 
for  the  Reftitution  of  Flanders ;  becaufe  in  Confidera- 
tion  of  that  .Reftitutie'n,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  gave 
up  Parma,  Placeniia,  and  Guajzalla ;  and  Modena  was 
furely  a  fufficient  Compenfation  for  Savoy  and  the  little 
County  of  Nice. 

c  Having  now  fhewn,  Sir,  the  Neceffity,  and  the 
only  real  Neceffity  we  were  under  for  making  Peace 
at  that  Inftant. ..of  Time,  let  me  examine  what  fort  of 
Neceffity  the  French  were  under.  For  this  Purpofe  I 
muft  defire  Gentlemen  to  recollect  what  was  then 
well  known  all  over  Europe,  that  a  Famine  had 
fpread  itfelf  all  over  the  Kingdom  of  Fra?ice,  and  that 
moil  of  their  Manufacturers  both  in  Silk,  Woollen, 

and 
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and  Linen,  were  thrown  idle,  for  want  of  the  Anno  174& 
neceiTary  Materials  of  which  thofe  Manufactures  are  ' 
compofed;  and  what  made  thofe  Misfortunes  the 
heavier  was,  that  during  the  War  they  could  not 
eafily  find  a  Remedy  ;  becaufe  in  the  preceding  Year, 
by  the  Diligence  of  fome  of  our  Sea  Commanders, 
their  Marine  were  almoft  totally  deftroyed,  fo  that 
they  had  no  Convoy  for  their  Merchant  Ships,  by 
which  Means  they  were  in  all  Parts  of  the  World 
expofed  to  our  Privateers  as  well  as  Men  of  War, 
Then  as  to  their  Colonies  in  America,  it  is  welt 
known,  that  if  the  War  had  lafted  another  Year, 
and  we  had  taken  Care  to  prevent  their  getting  any 
confiderable  Quantity  of  Provifions ;  like  the  People 
of  Egypt  to  Pharaoh  >  they  mull:  have  fold  themfelves 
to  us  for  Bread. 

6  After  this,  which  every  one  knows  to  be  a  true 
Defcription,  I  may  appeal,  Sir,  to  Gentlemen, 
whether  France  or  this  Nation  Hood  rnoft  in  need  of  a 
Peace;  and  as  the  Gentlemen  who  oppofe  this  Motion 
have  in  a  Manner  confeffed,  that  their  late  Treaty  of 
Peace  can  be  juftified  only  by  the  Neeeflity  we  were 
under,  if  France  was  in  a  greater  and  more  immediate 
Neceffity  than  we,  they  ftand  felf-condemned  with- 
out any  Enquiry.  But  they  are  not,  it  feems,  fatis- 
fied  with  having  unneceflarily  accepted  of  a  very  bad 
Treaty  of  Peace;  for  the  few  Advantages  that  were 
thereby  itipulated  for  us,  are,  it  feems,  to  be  wholly,- 
or  in  a  great  Meafure,  given  up;  particularly  the 
Article  relating  to  Dunkirk  is,  I  find,  to  be  given  tip? 
even  by  our  Minifters,  as  to  every  thing  that  was  done 
towards  reftoring  that  Port  before  the  War;  for  they 
have  told  us,  that  it  is  not  proper  for  us  at  prefenty 
to  infill  upon  having  the  Harbour  made  entirely  ufeleft 
even  for  fmall  trading  Veffels.  For  Godiake,  Shy 
what  did  we  put  fuch  an  Article  into  the  late  Treaty 
for?  The  Article  fays,  that  Dunkirk  is  to  remain  upon 
the  Footing  of  ancient  Treaties;  and  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman told  us,  that  by  ancient  Treaties  are  meant  all 
Treaties  preceding  that  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  If  fo,. 
then  both  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht^  and  the  Treaty  of 
1717,  for  demolifhing  of  the  Port  of  Mardyke^  are 
iacluded;  and  from  thefe  Treaties  it  is  evident,  trfat 
3  the 
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Anno  1750.  the  entire  De/truelion  of  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  was  i&* 
V  -n-  mi  tended  and  agreed  to  by  France-,  confequently,  this 
was  again  ftipulated  and  agreed  to  by  the  Treaty  at 
Aix-la-Chapeile.  But  now,  it  feems,  we  muft  not 
afk  what  they  have  fo  often,  and  fo  lately  promifed. 
Dunkirk  is  to  remain  a  Port  for  trading  Veflels,  and 
that  without  any  Limitation  of  Burden;  fo  that  the 
French  may  make  it  fit  for  receiving  their  Eaft-India 
Ships;  and  then,  as  foon  as  a  War  happens,  we  may 
be  allured,  it  Will  be  made  a  Station  for  their  Men  of 
War. 

*  Thus  it  is,  Sir,  and  thus  it  has  been  before  this 

,_  Time;  the  Nation  is  flattered  and  amufed  with  a  fine 

Article  in  a  Treaty;  and  that  Article  is  foon  after 
given  up  by  our  Minifters  ;  for  the   French^  I  have 

-  •*  been  told,    were  encouraged  to   put  Dunkirk  in  the 

Condition  it  was  in  at  the  Breaking  out  of  the  late 
War,  by  a  Letter  from  a  certain  Britijh  Minifter, 
who  therein  faid,  that  we  would  be  content  with  lefs 
than  the  total  Demolition  of  that  Port ;  and  from 
what  afterwards  happened,  it  was  plain,  that  he  had 
good  Authority  for  faying  fo:  But  nothing  can  afford 
a  ftroneer  Arp-ument  for  agreeing  to  the'Motion  now 
before  us,  than  fuch  a  Conduct:  111  our  Minifters;  be- 
caufe,  it  will  fignify  nothing  for  his  Majefty  to  ftipu- 
late  Advantages  to  his  People  by  Treaty,  if  his- 
Minifters  take  upon  them  to  give  them  up,  either 
exprefsly,  or  by  Connivance;  and  the  only  Way,  by 
which  his  Majefty  can  difcover,  whether  they  do  fo 
-or  no,  is  by  the  Parliament's  making  now  and  then 
an  Enquiry  into  their  Conduct  as  to  foreign  Affairs. 
Therefore,  I'fhall  always  be  for  any  Motion  that  has 
fuch  a  Tendency;  and  however  much  our  Minifters 
may  be  afraid  of  France^  I  hope,  this  Houfe  will 
never  fhew  fo  much  Fear  of  it,  as  to  be  deficient  in 
our  Duty  both  to  our  Sovereign  and  our  Country.* 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  the  Hon.  Horatio  Wal- 

ptik,  fenior ;  the  Purport  of  whofe  Speech  was  as  follows* 

c  Mr.  Speaker, 

Hon.  Horatla         *  As  I  have  for  many  Years  had  the  Honour  of  a 

v/aipole.  Seat  in  this  Houfe,  notwithstanding  the  Impropriety 

of    this  Motion,    notwithftanding   the   fatal  Confe- 

2..  quences 
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quences  it  would  be  attended  with  if  agreed  to,  I  was  Anno  175a, 
no  Way  furprifed  at  hearing  it  made.  It  has  always 
been  a  Rule  with  thofe,  who  place  themfelves  in 
Oppofition  to  an  Administration  till  they  can  obtain 
a  Share  in  it,  to  contrive  and  make  popular  Motions, 
which  they  know  the  Minifters  cannot  agree  to ;  be- 
caufe,  by  fo  doing,  they  ferve  a  double  Purpofe  :  They 
acquire  to  themfelves  the  Name  and  Character  of 
Patriots,  and  they  throw  a  popular  Odium  upon  the 
Minifters  for  the  Time  being;  which,  they  think, 
may  at  laft  render  it  necelTary  for  his  Majefty  to  em- 
ploy them,  in  order  to  make  the  Popularity  they  have 
acquired  contribute  to  the  Support  of  his  Go- 
vernment. 

1  This,  Sir,  was  an  Artifice  that  in  former  Times 
had  often  the  Effect  intended;  but  fuch  Gentlemen 
fhould  confider,  that  of  late  Years  it  has  been  found, 
that  upon  their  Acceflion  to  the  Administration,  they 
always  left  their  Popularity  behind  them,  and  became 
themfelves  the  greateft  Sharers  in  that  Odium  which 
they  had  before  brought  upon  the  Minifters ;  therefore, 
as  his  Majefty  cannot  now  expect  any  Advantage 
'by  employing  fuch  Men,  an  improper  Affectation  of 
Popularity  will  not  probably  in  Time  to  come  be  a 
Road  to  Preferment.  For  this  Reafon,  I  hope,  Gen- 
tlemen will  for  the  future  be  cautious  of  what  Motions 
they  make  in  this  Houfe,  and  refolve  not  to  make  any 
but  fuch  as  they  themfelves  would  agree  to,  were  they 
then  the  Servants  of  the  Crown.  Now  I  muft  appeal 
to  thofe  very  Gentlemen  who  have  appeared,  or  may 
appear,  as  Advocates  for  this  Motion,  whether  they 
would  think  themfelves  at  Liberty  to  agree  to  it,  had 
they  now  the  Honour  to  be  employed  by  his  Majefty 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  his  Government  ? 

*  But,  Sir,  I  muft  obferve,  that  in  many  Cafes  it 
may  be  right  to  make  a  Motion,  and  yet  it  v/ould  be 
very  wrong  in  this  Houfe  to  agree  to  it.     The  Motion 
now  before  us  I  take  to  be  one  of  this  Sort;  and  there- 
fore, I  am  perfuaded,  the  Noble  Lord  who  made  it, 
did  not  intend  it  mould  be  agreed  to.     The  M 
may  be  of  Service  to  our  Minifters  in  their  N:    - 
tions  with  thofe  of  France  in  relation  to  this  .   : 
pMhirky  becaufe  it  furnifhes  them  with  a  Reafc  1 
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Anno  17.50,  for  being  pre/Ting,  without  obliging  them  to  be 
peremptory.  They  may,  and  I  believe  will,  take 
Qccafion  from  this  Motion  to  prefs  the  fpeedy  Execu- 
tion of  that  Article  of  the  late  Treaty  ;  and  this  they 
may  do  without  running  the  Rifk  of  involving  the 
Nation  in  a  War  at  an  unfeafonable  Juncture :  But 
■Jhould  the  Motion  be  agreed  to,  and  followed  by  fuch 
a  Refolution  of  this  Houfe  as  it  probably  would  be, 
our  Minifters  would  then  be  forced  to  be  preremptory 
In  their  Demand;  and  the  Confequence  of  this  muft 
be  an  immediate  Compliance  on  the  Part  of  France, 
or  an  immediate  Declaration  of  War  on  the  Part  of 
England-^  and  for  this  I  neither  think  the  Conjuncture 
proper,  nor  the  Contefr.  by  itfelf  alone  of  fuch  Impor- 
tance. 

6  When  I  fay,  Sir,  that  I  do  not  think  the  Conteft 
by  itfelf  alone  of  fuch  Importance  as  to  be  the  Caufe 
of  a  War  between  the  two  Nations,  I  mean,  the 
leaving  Dunkirk  in  its  prefent  Condition;  for  while  it 
remains  in  no  better  Condition  than  it  is  at  prefent, 
it  can  do  us  no  great  Prejudice  in  Time  of  War,  and 
will  be  an  Advantage  to  us  in  Time  of  Peace,  becaufe 
it  is  the  mcfr.  convenient  Port  for  Flanders ,  where 
many  of  our  Manufactures  are  confumed.  I  have 
faid,  Sir,  that  the  Pert  of  Dunkirk  can  never,  in  its 
prefent  Situation,  be  of  any  great  Prejudice  to  us  even 
in  Time  of  War,  and  I  fay  fo,  becaufe  it  cannot  be 
any  certain  Retreat  either  for  their  Men  of  War  or 
Privateers,  'when  purfued  by  our  Ships:  Even  in  its 
moft  perfect  State,  no  Ship  of  any  Burden  could  get 
jnto  the  Harbour  at  Low- Water ;  but  then  they  had 
formerly  two  Piers  which  ftretched  a  long  Way  into 
the  Sea,  and  at  the  Ends  of  thofe  Piers,  as  well  as  in 
other  Places,  they  had  Forts  well  provided  with 
Cannon,  under  which  any  of  their  Ships  might  take 
Shelter,  and  lie  in  Safety,  till  the  Tide  made  for 
letting  them  into  the  Harbour.  Thofe  Forts  are 
now  no  more,  and  therefore  during  lafr.  "War  their 
Privateers  did  us  little  or  no  Damage;  for  they  were 
generally  picked  up  by  our  Cruifers,  as  they  could 
not  get  into  the  Harbour,  or  any  other  Place  of  Safety 
but  at  High-Water, 

?  32fc 
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6  This,  Sir,  is  neither  known  nor  imderftood  by  Anno  175*, 
the  Generality  without  Doors,  therefore  the  Demo- 
lition of  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  ftill  continues  to  be  a 
favourite  Point  among  the  People,  and  is  confe- 
quently  a  fit  Topick  for  thofe  to  harangue  upon,  who 
aim  at  raifing  a  popular  Clamour  againft  an  Admi- 
niftration;  but  Minifters,  if  they  were  wife  and 
refolute,  will  confider  Things  as  they  really  are,  and 
not  in  the  falie  Lights  in  which  they  appear  to  the 
Vulgar  and  Ignorant.  Therefore  they  will  not 
involve  the  Nation  in  a  dangerous  War  upon  any 
trivial  DIfpute,  however  important  that  Difpute  may 
appear  in  the  Eyes  of  the  People ;  and  as  they  mufc 
know  both  the  Strength  of  this  Nation,  and  the 
Strength  of  other  Nations,  better  than  thofe  who 
have  not  an  equal  Opportunity  to  make  any  juffc 
Remarks  upon  either,  I  fhall  always  be  for  adhering 
ftricrly  to  that  Part  of  our  Conftitution,  which  leaves 
every  thing  relating  to  Peace  or  War  entirely  to  the 
Determination  of  our  Sovereign,  and  thofe  he  may 
be  pleafed  to  confult  upon  the  Occafion. 

c  Gentlemen  may  ridicule  what  they  have  called  our 
Tram  of  Treaties  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  but  they 
muft  admit,  Sir,  that  by  that  Tram  of  Treaties,  the 
Peace  of  this  Nation  was  preferved  for  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Years;  and  fome  Gentlemen  mould  confider, 
that  the  whole  of  that  Tram  flowed  from  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  and  that  if  there  was  any  thing  bad  in  any 
of  them,  it  ought,  in  J uftice,  to  be  imputed  to  that 
infamous  Treaty,  which  left  France  in  Pofleffion  of 
fo  much  Power,  that  fhe  continued  to  be,  as  me  was 
before,  an  Overmatch  for  any  of  her  Neighbours ; 
fo  that  there  never  was,  fince  that  Time,  an  Oppor- 
tunity to  treat  with  her  upon  an  equal  Footing,  with- 
out forming  a  new  Confederacy,  which  our  Breach  of 
Faith,  by  our  Preliminaries  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht^ 
made  it  impofilble  for  us  to  accomplish;  and  every 
Gentleman,  who  has  the  leaft  Knowledge  of  the 
prefent  Circumftances  of  Europe,  muft  admit,  that 
no  fuch  Confederacy  can  now  be  formed. 

c  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  we  fhould  avoid,  as  much 
as  poffible,  every  thing  that  may  lead  towards  an  im- 
mediate Pvupture;  and  our  agreeing  to  this  Motion 

Would 
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Anno  1750.  would  fo  apparently  have  fuch  a  Tendency,,  that  I  am 
iJfto»'rvnt  1  ijiV  perfuaded,  it  would  raife  a  general  Alarum  in  the 
City.  They  would  all  conclude,  that  a  War  mufr. 
be  the  immediate  Confequence.  Upon  this  our 
public  Funds  would  all  fink  in  their  Price;  and  in 
fuch  Circumftances,  could  we  hope  to  carry  that 
Scheme  into  Execution,  which  every  Gentleman 
teems  to  be  fo  fond  of?  I  mean,  that  of  reducing 
the  Rate  of  IntQicft  payable  to  the  public  Creditors, 
which,  I  hope,  will  be  carried  into  Execution,  not-, 
withilan&mg  the  Oppofition  it  has  met  with  ;  and  as 
the  Nation  will  thereby  receive  a  Benefit  far  fuperior 
to  any  Prejudice  it  can  ever  fuftain  from  the  Port  of 
Dunkirk,  were  I  otherwife  inclined  to  agree  to  this 
Motion,  I  mould  be  againft  agreeing  to  it,  at  Ieaft  . 
until  we  have  carried  this  Scheme  into  Execution.5 

Upon  this  Robert  Nugent  flood  up,  and  fpoke   in 
■Subftance  thus. 

c-  Mr.  Speaker, 
K©benNu£en\     *  I  have  heard   many    fevere  Things   faid  againft 
?^i  what  the  Hon.   Gentleman  was   pleafed  to  call    the 

infamous  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  but  I  never  heard  fo 
fevere  a  Reflection  upon  that  Treaty,  as  what  he  has 
now  made:  To  tell  us,  that  all  the  Treaties  we  have 
finee  made  flowed  from  that  Treaty,  is,  in  my 
Opinion,  the  keeneft  Satire  that  ever  was,  or  ever  can 
be  made  upon  it.  As  I  was  no  Way  concerned  in 
making  or  approving  of  that  Treaty,  and  as  I  think 
it  iignifies  nothing  to  the  prefent  Queftion,  whether 
k  was  an  infamous  or  an  honourable  Treaty,  I  fhall 
not  enter  into  the  Vindication  of  it;  but  I  miift  ob- 
serve, that  if  there  was  any  Breach  of  Faith  in  our 
Preliminaries  to  that  Treaty,  the  Precedent  was  ex- 
actly followed  in  our  late  Treaty  of  A>x-la-ChapeUe  y 
for  every  one  knows,  that  none  of  our  Allies  were 
confulted  in  the  Conclufion  of  the  Preliminaries  to 
that  Treaty,  except  the  Dutch,  who,  of  all  others, 
■deferved  the  leaft  Share  of  our  Confidence;  for  from 
the  Beginning  to  the  End  of  the  War,  they  never 
acted  cordially  with  us  in  any  one  Step,  unlefs  it  was 
-  in  that  of  concluding  the— famous  Treaty  of  Alx-lu- 
Qhapelk. 
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•  '*  Now,  Sir,  as  to  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  fay  about  the  Maxim  of  Gentlemen  who 
oppofe  the  Adminiftration,  I  mall  obferve,  that  as  the 
fecret  Motives  of  a  Man's  Actions  are  discoverable 
by  no  human  Capacity,  every  Man  is  apt  to  judge  of 
the  Motives  of  other  Men's  Actions  from  what  he 
knows  to  have  been  the  Motives  of  his  own;  anU 
therefore  I  do  not  doubt  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
really  believing,  that  no  Man  ever  oppofed  an  Admi- 
riifiration,  but  v/ith  a  View  to  have  a  Share  in  it  as 
foon  as  he  could  :  But  the  Gentleman  was  miftaken 
when  he  talked  of  its  having,  been  lately  found,  that 
thoie  who  deferted  a  well-grounded  and  popular  Op- 
pofition,  left  their  Popularity  behind  them,  and  be- 
came the  moil:  odious  of  an  odious  Adminiftration  5 
for  this  has  been  fo  far  from  being  lately  found,  that 
it  is  coeval  with  our  Constitution,  and  from  our 
Kiftory  we  may  learn,  that  no  King  was  ever  happy 
who  encouraged  any  fuch  Defertion;  for  whatever 
mean  Opinion  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  and  fuch  as  he, 
may  have  of  the  Vulgar  and  Ignorant  without  Doors, 
I  can  allure  him,  that  they  do  not  form  their  Judge- 
ment of  an  Adminiftration  from  the  Men  that  have  a 
Share  in  it,  but  from  the  Meafures  that  are  purfued  ; 
therefore,  no  Man  can  ever  by  Oppofition  become 
popular,  unlefs  the  Meafures  purfued  by  the  Admi- 
niftration are  unpopular;  and  if  the  King  refolves 
to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  a  Man's  Popularity,  he  mull 
not  only  adopt  the  Service  of  the  Man,  but  relinquifh 
the  Meafures  which  he  has  oppofed,  and  confent  to 
the  Punifhment  of  thofe  who  led  him  into  fuch 
Meafures. 

c  But,  Sir,  if  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Maxim  were 
to  be  eftablimed,  if  no  Member  of  this  Houfe  were  to 
make  any  Motion,  but  fuch  a  one  as  he  himfelf 
would  approve  of,  were  he  in  the  Place  of  the  then 
Minifter,  it  would  make  a  bad  Minifter  very  eafy, 
and  a  Parliament  very  ufelefs.  Can  we  fuppofe,  that 
a  Criminal  will  ever  approve  of  being  indicted  ?  Can 
we  fuppofe,  that  a  bad  Minifter  will  ever  join  in,  or 
agree  to  a  Motion  for  an  Enquiry  into  any  Part  of 
his  Conduct  ?  With  refpe&  to  the  prefent  Motion,  I 
will  not  fay,  that  I  would  agree  to  it,  if  I  were  ex- 
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Anno  175©.  a£lly  in  the  Situation  of  that  Minifter  whofe  Depart* 
ment  this  Affair  belongs  to ;  but  I  will  fay,  that  if  I 
had  been  in  his  Place,  there  fhould  either  have  been 
no  Occafion  for  this  Motion,  or  I  ihould  have  moft 
heartily  joined  in  it :  Either  the  Port  of  Dunkirk 
ihould  have  been  by  this  Time  demolifhed,  or  I 
ihould  have  been  for  having  this  Motion  agreed  to, 
in  order  to  convince  the  World,  that  I  had  done 
every  thing  that  was  incumbent  upon  me,  for  have- 
ing  that  Article  of  the  late  Treaty  punctually 
performed. 

«  In  this  refpect,  therefore,  I  may  fay,  Sir,  that 
the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Maxim  has  been  adhered  to  ; 
but  I  muft  obferve,  that  in  order  to  miflead  Gentle- 
men, both  the  Caufe  and  the  Intention  of  this 
Motion  has  been  mifreprefented.  As  to  the  Caufe, 
wc  all.  know  that  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  now 
remains  in  the  very  fame  Situation  it  was  when  the 
laft  Treaty  of  Peace  was  concluded ;  but  this  of 
itfelf  alone  would  have  been  no  juft  Caufe  for  fuch  a 
Motion  in  Parliament;  becaufe  if  our  Minifters  had 
done  all  that  was  incumbent  upon  them,  the  Parlia.-* 
ment  could  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Affair : 
But  it  is  fufpe£ted.  Sir,  that  our  Minifters  have  not 
in  this  Affair,  done  their  Duty,  that  they  have  not  pro- 
perly demanded  a  Performance  of  this  Article  of  the 
late  Treaty;  and  from  this.  Suspicion  it  becomes  not 
only  the  Bunnefs,  but  the  Duty  of  Parliament  to 
enquire  into  the  Affair.  This,  Sir,  is  the  true  Caufe 
of  this  Motion,  and  from  this  Caufe  the  real  Inten- 
tion will  appear.  It  is  not  to  provoke  an  immediate 
War  with  France,  or  to  force  our  Minifters  to  demand 
peremptorily  an  immediate  Execution  of  this  Article 
of  the  late  Treaty ;  but  it  is  to  vindicate  our  Mi- 
nifters from  this  Sufpicion,  or  to  cenfure  them,  if- the 
Sufpicion  mould  appear  to  be  well  grounded.  If  they 
are  guilty,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  they  will  join  in 
any  fuch  Motion ;  If  they  are  innocent,  they  certainly 
will. 

*  Now  fuppofe,  Sir,  this  Motion  agreed  to,  and 
fuppofe  it  fhould  appear  upon  the  Iffue  of  the  En- 
quiry, that  our  Minifters  have  done  their  Duty,  that 
they  have  done  all  they  could  far  having  the  Article. 
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i>{  the  late  Treaty  relating  to  Dunkirk  duly  executed,  Anno  1755. 
and  that  the  Non-execution  of  it  proceeds  entirely 
from  the  Pretences  and  Procraftinations  of  the  Court 
of  France ',  the  only  Confequence  that  can  be  fup- 
pofed,  for  nothing  is  in  that  Cafe  to  be  apprehended, 
is  an  Addrefs  from  this  Houfe,  to  defire  his  Majefty  to 
continue  or  renew  his  Inftances  at  the  Court  of 
France,  for  a  Performance  of  its  Engagements  relating 
to  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk.  Could  this  provoke  a 
War,  Sir,  or  would  it  lay  his  Majefty  under  any 
Neceffity  to  declare  War,  in  cafe  France  fhould  not 
immediately  comply  with  his  Demand  ?  Did  not  this 
Houfe  prefent  fuch  an  Addrefs  relating  to  the  Spanijh 
Depredations,  many  Years  before  his  Majefty  found 
it  neceffary  to  iftue  Reprifals  upon  that  Account? 
And  if  a  Motion,  though  rejected,  may  be  of  Service 
to  our  Minifters  in  their  Negotiations,  by  furnifhing 
them  with  a  Reafon  for  prefling  the  juft  Demands  of 
their  Country,  furely  an  Addrefs  agreed  to  will  be  of 
greater  Service,  becaufe  it  furnifhes  them  with  a 
ftronger  Reafon;  for  the  Truth  is,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  if  this  Motion  be  rejected,  it  will  be  of 
Prejudice  to  our  Minifters  in  their  Negotiations,  be- 
caufe the  Minifters  of  France  will  naturally  fay,  Why 
ihould  you  prefs  this  Affair,  which  is  very  unpopular, 
and  inconvenient  for  us  to  comply  with,  fince  you  fee 
that  your  own  People  do  net  infift  upon  it  ?  And  for 
this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  muft  conclude,  that  if  our  Mi- 
nifters do  not  concur  in  this  Motion,  it  can  proceed 
from  nothing  but  their  being  confeious  of  their 
having  hitherto  entirely  neglected  this  important 
Affair. 

c  I  fay  important,  Sir,  for  though  it  mould  be 
granted,  that  Dunkirk  cannot,  in  its  prefent  Con- 
dition, do  us  great  Prejudice  even  in  cafe  of  a  new 
War,  the  Affair  is  neverthelefs  important,  becaufe  it 
is  a  Breach  of  Treaty  in  the  French,  confequently, 
an  Infult  upon  this  Nation;  and  if  we  fuffer  this> 
no  one  can  tell  how  far  they  may  pufh  their  Infults. 
But  I  fee  that  fome  People  are  ftill  actuated  by  the 
fame  Spirit,  by  which  they  were  actuated  for  fo  many 
Years  with  relpect  to  Spain.  A  flagle  Ship  unjuftly 
fei*ed   and  confifcated    by   the    Stewards,    was    not 
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Anno  1750.  an  Affair  of  fuch  Importance  as  to  occafion  a  Breach, 
between  the  two  Nations.  What  was  the  Confe- 
quence  of  this  Doctrine?  Repeated  Infults,  number- 
lefs  Seizures,  till  at  laft  no  Britijh  Merchant  Ship 
could  fail  in  the  American  Seas  with  any  Safety  5  and 
the  Damage  we  fuftained  by  thefe  Depredations 
amounted  to  fuch  a  Sum,  that  Spain  thought  it  worth 
while  to  rifk  a  War  rather  than  agree  to  grant  Repara- 
tion :  Whereas,  had  we  ifTued  Reprifals  upon  the  firft 
Delay  of  Juftice,  we  ihould  probably  have  obtained 
full  Reparation  without  any  Rupture. 

6  I  really  could  not  but  fmile,  Sir,  when  I  heard  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  vaunt  of  the  Peace  of  this  Nation 
being  preferved  by  his  Trafh  of  Treaties.  How  was 
it  preferved  ?  By  our  fubmitting  tamely  to  all  the  Indig- 
nities that  could  be  put  upon  a  Nation.  I  could  mufter 
\ip  a  long  Roll  of  Indignities  put  upon  us,  and  real 
Injuries  done  to  us,  both  by  France  and  Spain,  every 
one  of  which  deferved  the  moft  fevere  and  immediate 
Refentmentj  yet  that  Gentleman  and  his  Friends  did 
nothing  but  treat,  and  in  every  Treaty  gave  up  exprefly 
or  tacitly  what  we  ihould  have  peremptorily  infifted  on 
having  granted,  or  explained  in  the  moll  explicit  Man- 
ner. Our  Minifters  not  only  facrificed  the  Rights  of 
this  Nation  to  their  Cowardice,  but  alfo  the  Rights 
and  PofTefnons  of  our  Allies  5  for  by  their  defeating  the 
Emperor  Charles  VI.  when  he  was  attacked  by  France 
and  Spain,  that  Prince  was  forced  to  yield  Lorrain  to 
France,  and  the  rich  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  to 
Spain,  Can  this  be  called  preferving  Peace  by 
Treaty?  No,  Sir,  it  is  preferving  Peace  as  Cowards 
generally  do,  by  fubmitting  tamely  to  Indignities, 
and  refenting  no  Infult,  nor  revenging  any  Injury. 

<  So  vaftly  afraid  were  our  Minifters,  Sir,  of  doing 
any  thing  that  might  provoke  France  to  a  War,  that 
they  would  not  do  any  thing  that  might  feem  to  inti- 
mate their  having  a  Jealoufy  of  the  Defigns  of  France v 
and  we  know  who  took  upon  him  often  to  anfwer  for 
the  pacific  Difpofition  of  the  late  Cardinal  prime 
Minifter  of  France,  though  every  one  knows,  that  his 
Eminence  never  neglecled  any  favourable  Opportunity, 
by  Peace  or  War,  to  aggrandize  the  Houfe  of  Bcur- 
ba?iy  and  deprefs  tfeat  of  Aujtria*     The  fatal  Confe* 
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quences  of  this  pufillanimous  Spirit,  by  which  our  Anno  175^ 

Minifters  were  actuated,  have  fince  become  manifeft; 

yet  from  this  Debate  we  may  fee,  that  the  fame  Spirit 

Itill  prevails.     They  tell  us,  that  we  mufl    not  agree 

to  this   Motion,   becaufe  it  will  fliew  a  Jealoufy,    a 

Sufpicion,  of  the  Faith  of  France.     Good  God!   Sir, 

can  a  Britijh  Minifter  ever  be  without  a  Jealoufy  of 

the  Defigns,  and  a  Sufpicion  of  the  Faith  of  France? 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  talked  of  giving  an  Alarum  to 

the  City,  and  of  Stocks  falling:    I  have  fufHciently 

fhewn  already,  that  our  agreeing  to  this  Motion  can 

give  no  Alarum  to  any  guiltlefs  Man  in  the  Kingdom. 

But  I  mull  tell  that  Gentleman,  that  if  our  Ministers 

do  not  fhew  a  Jealoufy  of.  France  ^  the  City  will  foon 

begin  to  be  jealous  of  them.     This  will  give  a  real 

Alarum.     This  will  make  our  Stocks  fall  more  than  - 

any  Accident  that  can  happen  to  us;  for  no  Man,  if 

hs  can  help  it,  will  trull  his  Property  in  our  public 

Funds,  after  he  begins  to  fufpecT:  that  our  Minifters  are 

in  French  Leading-Strings.' 

The  next  Speech  in  this  Debate,  was  that  made  by 
Sir  Peter  Warrin,  v/ho  fpoke  to  this  Effect. 
6  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  I  mould  willingly  join  in  this  Motion,  but  that  Lsir  Peter 
think  it  a  little  premature;  for  the  Parliament,  I  Warren, 
think,  mould  never  intermeddle  in  any  Cafe  of  this 
kind,  till  the  Administration  has  had  fuificient  Time 
to  make  ufe  of  all  the  Means  in  their  Power;  and 
when  we  do  intermeddle,  I  think,  it  would  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  our  Dignity  to  admit  of  any  evafive 
Anfwer  or  frivolous  Pretence  for  Delay.  I  mall 
fuppofe,  that  the  Confequence  of  the  Enquiry  now 
propofed  would,  in  this  Seilion,  be  only  an  Addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,  to  make,  or  reiterate,  his  Demand  for 
the  due  Execution  of  the  Article  in  the  late  Treaty 
relating  to  Dunkirk;  but  if  that  Article  mould  ftill 
remain  unexecuted  at  the  Time  of  our  next  Meeting, 
v/hat  would  then  be  the  Confequence?  I  mail  not 
pretend  to  foretel  what  it  would  be,  but  I  am  fure,  it 
ought  to  be,  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  know 
what  Anfwer  the  Court  of  France  had  made  to  his 
Demand  in  relation  to  Dunkirk;  and  if  it  appealed  to     * 
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Anno  1750.  be  evafive,  or  frivolous,  or  a  flat  Denial  of  Juftice, 
we  ought  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  take  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  effectual  Meafures  for  compelling  France 
to  perform  her  Engagements.  This,  I  fay,  ought, 
for  the  fake  of  preferving  our  Dignity,  to  be  the  Con- 
fequence ;  and  before  we  make  any  Step  that  may  lead 
to  this  Confequence,  I  think,  we  fhould  wait  to  fee 
what  the  French  have  done,  or  may  do,  in  relation 
to  Madrafsy  in  relation  to  Tobago  and  the  other 
neutral  Iflands,  and  in  relation  the  Boundaries  between 
us  in  North- America. 

6  I  fay,  Sir,  we  mould  wait  a  little  for  this  Purpofe, 
becaufe  every  one  of  theie  Articles  is,  in  my  Opinion, 
of  greater  Confequence  to  this  Nation,  than  the 
Demolition  of  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk ,  and  they  are 
Articles,  in  which  no  third  Nation  has  any  immediate 
Intereft  or  Concern:  Whereas  the  Dutch  have  an 
equal  Concern  with  us  in  demolishing  the  Port  of 
Dunkirk^  and  preventing  its  ever  being  made  a  fit 
Harbour  for  receiving  or  protecting  Men  of  War 
or  Privateers;  therefore  we  fhould  not  take  any  Step 
relating  to  that  Article,  but  in  Concurrence  with  the 
States-General,  or  at  leaft,  we  ihould  defire  their 
Concurrence  in  every  Step  we  take ;  for  I  am  far 
from  faying,  that  we  fnouid  give  up  the  Point,  be^ 
caufe  the  Dutch,  through  Fear,  Indolence,  or  Cor- 
ruption, will  not  join  with  us  in  any  proper  Meafures 
for  obtaining  it:  On  the  contrary,  if  Force  of  Arms 
ihould  become  necefTary,  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  we 
fhould  be  better  without  their  Concurrence  or 
Affiftance,  than  with  it,  becaufe  it  mud:  always  involve 
iit  m  a  Land  War,  which  it  is  the  Intereft  of  this 
Nation  to  avoid. 

i  Sir,  I  think  it  fo  much  our  Intereft  to  avoid  being 
concerned  as  Principals  in  a  Land  War,  that  I  was 
glad  to  hear  of  the  late  Peace  being  concluded, 
though  I  was  then  in  a  Way  not  only  of  improving 
my  private  Fortune,  but  of  getting  great  Riches, 
Gentlemen  may  talk  of  the  diftrefied  Circumftances 
ctf  France  at  that  Time;  and  I  fhall  allow,  that  her 
People  and  her  Commerce  were  in  very  great  Diftrefs  ; 
but  on  the  other  Hand,  I  believe  it  will  be  allowed, 
{hat  the  Circumftances  of  France  were  not  then  in 

(mi 


[     i5i     J 

•  fuch  Diftrefs  as  they  were  at  the  End  of  the  Year  Anno  175©. 
171 1;  and  yet  at  that  Time  France  not  only  fup- 
ported  the  War  for  another  Campaign,  but  upon  the 
Britijh  Troops  being  withdrawn  from  the  Confederate 
Army,  though  not  amounting  in  the  whole  to  20,000 
Men,  fhe  found  means  to  give  a  Turn  to  the  Fortune 
of  War,  and  became  every  where  victorious.  I 
fhall  grant,  that  at  the  Conclufion  of  the  late  Peace, 
many  of  the  Manufacturers  in  France  were  thrown 
idle,  and  there  was  a  Famine  among  the  People;  but 
let  us  recollect  what  Leivis  the  XIV th  faid  in  the  like 
Circumftances,  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  War  in 
Queen  Anne's  Time:  When  he  was  told,  that  his 
People  were  thrown  idle,  and  ftarving  for  want  of 
Bread,  he  afked,  "  Are  my  Magazines  full?  Are  my 
"  Troops  fufficiently  provided?"  And  being  told  they 
were:  "  Then,  fays  he,  my  Regiments  will  be  eafily 
cc  recruited;  for  the  People  will  lift,  becaufe  they  can 
cc  get  Bread  no  where  elfe."  And  if  this  was  the 
Cafe,  when  the  Armies  of  France  were  every  where 
beaten,  would  it  not  have  been  much  more  fo,  when 
her  Armies  were  every  where  triumphant? 

4  It  would  not  therefore  have  been  fo  eafy,  Sir,  to 
give  a  Turn  to  the  Fortune  of  the  late  War,  as  fome 
People  imagine ;  and  if  we  had  given  a  Turn  to  it, 
we  fhould,  I  am  afraid,  have  been  ruined  by  Succefs. 
Thefe  Confederations,  Sir,  made  me  glad  to  hear  of 
the  late  Peace;  for  this  Nation  would  have  been 
undone,  before  we  could  have  recovered  by  Force  of 
Arms,  fuppofing  them  victorious,  what  we  got 
reftored  by  that  Treaty.  But  then,  I  hope,  care 
will  be  taken  to  make  the  French  perform  what  they 
promifed  by  that  Treaty ;  for  we  are  not  what  I  was 
forry  to  hear  fome  Gentlemen  infmuate :  We  are  not, 
Sir,  the  weaker  Party:  We  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Continent :  We  do  not  ftand  in  need  of  Ainftance 
from  any  State  upon  the  Continent:  Let  us  confine 
ourfelves  to  our  own  Element,  the  Ocean :  There  we 
may  ftill  ride  triumphant,  in  Defiance  of  the  whole 
Houfe  of  Bourbon.  But,  Sir,  God  knows,  how  long 
it  may  be  fo ;  for  if  the  French  go  on  improving  their 
Marine,  and  we  neglecting  ours,  almoft  in  every 
Article  that  relates  to  it,  we  fhall  be  beat  out  of  the 
L  4  Ocean., 


[    J5?    3 

Anno  1750.    Ocean,  and  then  we  muft  contend,  not  for  any  Part 
^■**V"-~B*?  of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  but  for  the  Continent  of 
pur  own  Ifland.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  Sir  John-Hynde  Cottony 
whcfe  Speech  was  in  Subftance  as  follows. 
<  Mr.  Speaker, 
£!r  John-Hynde     c  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
pptton.  |afj.?   revive    the  drooping  Spirits   of  the  Houfe,    by 

Ihevvin^  us,  that  we  are  not  the  weaker  Party,  that 
we  sre  {till  in  a  Condition  to  vindicate  our  Rights  and 
our  Honour,  if  we  will  but  make  ufe  of  our  Strength 
in  a  proper  and  natural  Way.  No  one  knows  better 
than  that  Gentleman  our  true  Strength  :  No  one  knows 
better  the  true  Ufe  of  it :  No  one  has  contributed 
more  towards  rendering  it  formidable  to  our  Enemies  ; 
and  if  he  can  help  it,  I  am  fure  it  will  never  be  al- 
lowed to  go  to  Decay  5  therefore  it  is  plain,  that  his 
Advice  was  never  afked,  much  lefs  followed,  in  form- 
ing our  feveral  Articles  of  public  Expence  for  the  en- 
juing  Year.  With  him  I  moft  fmcerely  agree,  that 
we  can  never,  if  we  follow  right  Meafures,  ftand  in 
need  of  any  Afiiftance  from  the  Continent  ;  and  par- 
ticularly, that  the  Affiftance  of  the  Dutch  will  always. 
be  rather  a  Prejudice,  than  an  Advantage  to  us  ;  but  I 
cannot  agree  with  him  in  thinking  the  Motion  now 
before  us  any  way  premature,  efpecially  considering 
the  prevailing"  Sufpicion,  that  our  Miriifters  have  as 
yet  made  no  Application  for  having  the  Harbour  of 
'Dunkirk  demolished. 

*  Xihail  grant,  Sir?  that  if  this  Motion  were  agreed 
to,  and  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  in  purfuance  there- 
of, it  would  be  inconfiftent  v/ith  the  Dignity  of  Par- 
liament not  to  proceed  further,  in  cafe  that  Harbour 
ihould  remain  undemolimed,  and  no  fatisfaclory  Reafon 
given  for  its  remaining  fo.  I  fliall  grant,  that,  in 
iuch  a  Cafe,  we  ought  to  addrefs  his 'Majefty  in  the 
Terms  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  5  and  for 
this  very  Reafon,  I  am  for  agreeing  to  the  Motion 
now  prcpofed  j  becaufe  if  that  Harbour  is  not  demo- 
lilhed,  or  at  leaft  the  Works  lately  creeled  there, 
before  next  Seiiion,  it  will  be  high  Time  for  the  Par- 
liament to  hold  iuch  Language,  and  fuch  Language 

from 
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from  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  will  Hill,  I  hope,  Anno  17500 
have  the  defired  Effect,  notwithftanding  the  Pains 
taken  by  fome  Gentlemen  in  this  Debate,  to  perfuade 
the  World,  that  this  Nation  has  been,  by  their  Con- 
duct, reduced  to  a  moll  contemptible,  a  moll  piteous 
Condition. 

4  Madrafsy  Tobago,  and  the  Boundaries  in  America^ 
are  certainly,  Sir,  Articles  of  great  Importance  to 
this  Nation ;  but  they  are  at  a  great  Diftance,  and 
fome  of  them,  efpecially  the  laft,  may  admit  of  fome 
Altercation  :  Dunkirk  is  near  at  hand,  and  our  Right 
to  have  the  Harbour  demolifhed,  clear  and  evident ; 
confequently,  we  ought  nrft  to  infill  on  the  Perform- 
ance of  the  Article  relating  to  Dunkirk.  If  I  had  a 
Man's  Bond  for  1000/.  and  befides,  feveral  Claims 
which  admitted  of  fome  Difpute,  and  for  the  Proof 
of  which,  I  mull  have  Vouchers  from  beyond  Sea, 
fhould  I  delay  afking  Payment  of  my  Bond,  till  I  had 
got  Satisfaction  as  to  all  my  other  Claims  ?  On  the 
contrary,  fhould  I  not  infill  on  the  immediate  Pay- 
ment of  my  Bond ;  that,  in  cafe  I  mould  be  obliged 
to  go  to  Law  for  my  other  Claims,  I  might  have 
fomething  to  go  to  Lav/  with  ?  The  Parallel  holds  in 
every  Refpect :  Would  it  not  be  better  for  us  to  go  to 
War  with  Dunkirk  demolifhed,  than  with  Dunkirk  in 
its  prefent  fortified  Condition  ?  Is  it  not  more  eafy 
for  the  French  Court  to  find  plaufible  Pretences  for 
deferring  the  Execution  of  the  other  Articles,  than 
for  finding  any  Sort  of  Pretence  for  deferring  that 
relating  to  Dunkirk  ?  Therefore,  by  infifling  peremp- 
torily upon  that  Point,  we  fhall  make  Trial  of  their 
Sincerity  ;  and  if  they  readily  perform  that  Engage- 
ment, we  fhall  have  the  lefs  Reafon  to  be  jealous  of 
their  Faith  in  others. 

'  The  prefent  Motion  is,  therefore,  Sir,  in  my 
Opinion,  far  from  being  premature,  even  fuppofing 
we  had  no  Sufpicion  of  the  Vigilance  of  our  Mini- 
Ilers.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  we 
fhould  agree  to  it,  as  a  Step  which  mull  be  taken  pre- 
vious to  what  we  ought  to  do  next  Seffion.  If  we  do 
not  agree  to  it,  I  may  venture  to  prophefy,  that  Dun- 
kirk will  remain  in  its  prefent  Condition,  at  leafl  for 
tvro  Years  longer.     Whereas,  if  we  do  agree  to  it, 
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llnno  1750.  &n(*  to  *"ach  an  Addrefs,  as,  I  hope,  will  be  the  Con* 
fequence  of  it,  I  make  no  Doubt  of  Frances  perform- 
ing this  Engagement  before  the  End  of  next' Summer, 
notwithstanding  that  Increafe  of  Power,  which,  by 
our  Conduct  and  Treaties,  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has 
acquired  fince  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 

4  I  fay,  Sir,  fince  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  infa- 
mous Treaty,  as  it  is  called  by  thofe  who  have  made 
many  infamous  Treaties  fince  that  Time.  But  I  will 
fay,  if  there  was  any  thing  infamous  in  that  Treaty, 
if  it  was  not  fo  good  as  it  ihould  be,  and  might  have 
been,  it  was  occafioned  by  the  Oppofition  of  the 
Faction  at  Home,  and  the  Obflinacy  of  our  Allies 
Abroad.  Surely,  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  nego- 
tiating and  concluding  the  late  Treaty  of  Alx-la- 
Chapelle,  will  not  fay,  that  there  is  any  thing  infa- 
mous in  one  or  two  Members  of  a  Confederacy's  ne- 
gotiating or  concluding  feparately :  And,  indeed, 
there  can  be  no  fuch  Infamy  in  the  Nature  of  Things; 
otherwife  it  might  be  in  the  Power  of  any  one  Mem- 
ber of  a  Confederacy,  to  eftablifh  the  Maxim,  De- 
ienda  eft  Carthago,  to  make  the  utter  Deletion  of  the 
Enemy  the  only  poffible  End  of  the  War.  Whatever 
the  Violence  of  Faction  might  then  propagate,  it  will 
now  certainly  be  allowed,  that  after  Charles,  King  of 
Spain,  was  chofen  Emperor  of  Germany,  it  became 
abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  Dutch  and  us  to  treat  fepa- 
rately with  France-,  for  no  Man  will  fay,  that  it  was 
confiiterrt  with  the  Balance  of  Power,  to  unite  the 
Empire  of  Germany  and  Monarchy  of  Spain  under  one 
Head  ;  and  we  could  not  expect,  that  the  Dutch  would 
concur  with  us,  after  we  had  given  them  Hopes,  by 
the  infamous  Barrier-Treaty,  of  making  themfelves 
Mailers  of  the  whole  Netherlands. 

1  It  was  therefore,  Sir,  at  that  Time,  in  many 
Reipe&s,  become  abfolutely  necefTary  for  us  to  begin 
a  feparate  Negotiation  with  France ;  and  no  Man,  at 
Jeaft  no  true  Englifnman,  will  fay,  that  what  we 
itipulated  for  our  Allies,  was  not  what  in  Confcience 
they  ought  to  have  been  fatisfied  with,  confidering  the 
fmall  Share  they  contributed  towards  the  War.  But 
above  all  Things,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  fome  Gentle- 
jnen  talk  of  the  Treaty  pf  UtrtcM%  having  left  France 
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an  Overmatch  for  any  of  her  Neighbours.  Do  not  Anno  1750. 
we  know,  that  thofe  very  Gentlemen,  and  their  Friends 
afterwards,  endeavoured  to  terrify  us  with  the  am- 
bitious Views  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria;  and  by 
the  Treaty  of  Hanover  actually  joined  in  an  Alli- 
ance with  France^  for  pulling  down  what  they 
they  then  called  the  overgrown  Power  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aujiria  ¥  Thofe  Gentlemen,  therefore,  when  they 
recollect,  muft  furely  allow,  that  the  Treaty  of  "Utrecht 
did  not  leave  France  an  Overmatch  for  any  of  her 
Neighbours  ;  and  indeed,  every  Gentleman  knows, 
though  every  one  will  not  conrefs  it,  that  the  preient 
Summit  of  the  Power  of  France  is  entirely  owing  to 
the  blundering  Meafures  we  have  purfued,  and  the 
•more  blundering  Treaties  we  have  concluded  fince 
that  Time. 

4  It  is  by  this,  Sir,  and  by  this  alone,  that  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  has  got  PofTeilion  of  fo  much  Power  5  and 
if  the  Doctrine  now  broached  lhould  prevail,  if  it 
fliould  come  to  be  the  Opinion  of  a  Brit'ijh  Parlia- 
ment, that  we  are  the  weaker  Party,  and  that  there- 
fore, by  Force  of  Arms,  we  dare  neither  vindicate 
our  Rights,  nor  repel  the  Incroachments  that  Houfe 
may  make  upon  us  ;  I  fhall  now  prophefy,  that  in  a 
few  Years  France  will  become  an  Overmatch,  not 
only  for  any  of  her  Neighbours,  but  for  all  the  Neigh- 
bours that  can  be  got  to  unite  againft  her ;  for  as  her 
Neighbours  have  mutual  Jealoufies,  mutual  Contefts, 
and  mutual  Claims  againft  each  other,  fome  of  them 
will  always  join  with  her,  in  order  to  guard  againft 
their  Fears,  or  to  make  good  their  Claims  upon  fome 
of  thofe  who  have  united  againft  her ;  and  the  greater 
her  Power  is,  the  more  ready  they  will  be  to  join  with 
her,  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to  form  any  Confede- 
racy againft  her.  But,  Sir,  the  Fate  of  this  QueftioiV 
will,  I  hope,  fhew,  that  this  Opinion  has  not  as  yet 
been  adopted  by  a  Briiijh  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and 
as  it  is  far  from  being  my  Opinion,  I  fhall  moft  hear- 
tily give  my  Vote  for  agreeing  to  this  Motion.' 


^  The  Earl  of  Egmont  (landing  up  again,  fpoke  to  this 
Effect » 
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Asno  1750.  c  Mr.  Speaker, 

^— — v~-— t      c  I  was  furprifed  to  hear  it  faid  in  this  Debate,  that 
^xiofL^unt- Dunkirk,  in  its  prefent  Situation,  can  be  of  no  Preju- 
dice to  us  in  Time  of  War,  and  may  be  of  Advantage 
to  our  Trade  in  Time  of  Peace;  and  I  was  forry  to 
hear  it  admitted  by  fome  Gentlemen,  whofe  Opinion. 
I  feldom  chufe  to  difTent  from,  that  we  ought  to  be 
fatisfied  with  having  that  Port  reftored  to  the  Condi- 
tion in  which  it  was  at  the  Beginning  of  the  late  War. 
When  it   is   faid,    that  Dunkirk,  even   in  its  prefent 
Condition,  can  be  of  no  Prejudice  to  us  in  Time  of 
War,  furely,  Gentlemen  do  not  confider,  that  it  is 
the  only  Port  of  France  from  whence  Men  of  War  or 
Privateers  can  fail  with  an  Eafterly  Wind   to   in  fell 
Our  Eaftern  Coaft,  and  obftru£t.  our  Dutch,  Hamburgh  9 
Bremen,  and  Baltic k  Trade.     From  all  the  other  Ports 
of  France,  even  from  Calais  itfelf,  there  is  no  reach- 
ing our  Eaftern  Coaft  but  with  a  Wefterly  Wind ;  and 
their  Ships  muft  fail  in  Sight  of  any  Squadron  of  ours 
that  may  be  in   the  Downs,  and  that  with  the  fame 
Wind   may   follow  and  come  up  with   them,  before 
they  can  do  us  any  Miichief  5  but  from  Dunkirk  their 
Ships  may  fail   to  the  Eaiiward  without  coming  in 
View  of  any  of  our  Squadrons,  and  with  fuch  a  Wind 
as  locks  our  Ships  up  in  their  Harbours.     Can  Gen- 
tlemen  have  forgot,  that  in  the  Year  1708  a  French 
Squadron,  with  a  great  Number  of  Transports,  failed 
from  Dunkirk,  though  we  had  then  a  fuperior  Squa- 
dron in  the  Downs?  And  if  they  had  not  rniiiaken  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  they  might  have  landed  their  Troops 
at  EMnbiirgh,  before  our  Squadron  could  have  come 
up  with  them,  though  it  failed  in  Purfuit  of  them,  as 
inon   as   we  were  informed  of  their  Departure  from 
Dunkirk,  without  being  detained,  as  they  might  have 
been,  by  a  ftrong  Eafteriy  Wind. 

4  It  is  this.  Sir,  that  makes  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  of 
Jo  much  importance,  and  will  always,  even  in  its 
prefent  Condition,  make  it,  in  Time  of  War,  of  the 
molt  mifchievous  Confequence  to  this  Nation.  I  fay, 
in  its  prefent  Condition  ;  for  it  will  now,  at  Pligh- 
Water,  admit  a  Ship  of  fixty  Guns  \  and  four- or  five 
fwch  would  protect  a  Fleet  of  Tranfports  againft  our 
duifers  ;  therefore,  befides  the  Danger  of  its  har- 
bour ins- 
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Waring  Privnteers,  we  fhall  be  in  more  Danger  of  Ann©  1750; 
an  Invafion  from  that  Port,  than  from  any  Port  of 
France,  becaufe  of  its  being  fo  near  the  Mouth  of  the 
Thames,  where  an  Enemy's  landing  would  be  of  more 
dangerous  Confequence,  than  their  landing  in  any 
other  Part  of  the  Xfland,  as  the  Pauage  from  thence  to 
our  Capital  is  but  fhort,  and  interrupted  by  no  very 
difficult  River.  Nay,  if  we  had  no  better  Intelli- 
gence than  we  feem  to  have  had  in  the  laft  War,  I  do 
not  know  but  that  an  Army  of  15  or  20,000  Foot 
might  be  embarked  at  Dunkirk,  and,  in  fpite  of  our 
little  Fort  at  Tilbury,  fail  up  the  River,  and  land  at 
Blackwall,  before  we  could  hear  of  their  being  em- 
barked, or  at  leaft,  before  we  could  make  any  Provl- 
fion  for  oppofing  them. 

c  But,  Sir,  in  cafe  of  a  new  War,  and  fuppofing 
the  French  had  no  Meafures  to  keep  with  the  Dutch^ 
can  we  imagine,  that  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  would  long 
remain  in  its  prefent  Condition  ?  The  old  Channel  is 
now  clear,  and  might  be  made  deeper  in  a  very  little 
Time :  The  Foundations  of  the  Piers,  and  of  all  the 
Forts,  ftill  remain,  and,  confequently,  might  be  very 
eafily  rebuilt ;  for  our  Miniftefs  took  no  Care  to  have 
thofe  Foundations  demolished,  as  they  ought  to  have 
been  in  purfuance  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht:  They 
thought  only  of  fcreening  themfelves  from  any  Com- 
plaint in  Parliament,  therefore  they  were  fatisfied  with 
the  Demolition  of  what  appeared  above  the  Surface  of 
the  Water,  and  the  French  were  wife  enough  to  de- 
molim  no  farther  than  they  v/ere  forced  to.  But  if 
the  Cafe  I  have  mentioned  mould  ever  happen,  I  may 
prophefy,  that  in  fix  Months  after  the  Declaration  of 
War,  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  will  be  made  as  good,  and 
will  be  as  well  fortified,  as  ever  it  was ;  and  then  it 
will  be  as  good  a  Protection,  arid  as  convenient  a  Re- 
ceptacle for  their  Men  of  War  and  Privateers,  as  it 
was  before  the  Treaty  of  Uirecht.  This,  Sir,  they 
would  have  done  during  the  laft  War,  but  until  the 
very  laft  Campaign  they  thought  themfelves  obliged 
to  keep  fome  Meafures  with  the  Dutch  :  and  having 
by  that  Time  got  PofTeiKon  both  of  Offend  and  Sluys, 
they  had  no  Occafion  to  put  themfelves  to  the  Ex- 
pence  of  repairing  the  Fort  of  Dunkirk. 

6  Now5 


r  158  3 

Anno  1750.  c  Now,  Sir,  fuppofing  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  thus 
reftored,  as  it  certainly  would  be  in  cafe  the  Emperor 
and  the  Dutch  fhould  join  with  us  in  a  War  againft 
France?  let  us  confider  its  Importance  with  Regard  to 
a  brifk  Wefterly  Wind.  If  any  French  Ship  of  War 
fhould  be  cruinng  in  the  Seas  between  Holland  and 
this,  and  fhould  be  chaced  by  any  of  the  Dutch  or 
our  Ships  of  War,  fhe  would  in  fuch  a  Wind  be  able 
to  make  the  Port  of  Dunkirk?  and  would  there  find  a 
fafe  Retreat :  But  if  there  were  no  Port  at  Dunkirk, 
if  fhe  could  there  expect  no  fafe  Retreat,  fhe  muft 
either  bear  away  to  the  Northward,  or  be  taken ;  for 
with  fuch  a  Wind  it  would  be  impofHble  for  her  to 
make  Calais?  or  any  of  the  other  Ports  of  France?  or 
at  leafl  fhe  would  run  the  greatest  Rifk  of  running  into 
the  Jaws  of  fome  of  our  Men  of  War  that  are  gene- 
rally lying  in  the  Dovjns?  or  cruifing  in  the  Channel. 

fc  After  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  I  believe  no  Gentle- 
man will  think  that  Dunkirk?  if  it  continues  to  be  a 
port,  may  not  be  of  the  mofr.  pernicious  Confequence 
both  to"us  and  our  Allies  the  Dutch?  in  cafe  of  a  new 
War.  And  now  with  refpecl:  to  its  being  an  Advan- 
tage to  our  Trade  in  Time  of  Peace,  I  know  no 
Branch  of  our  Trade,  to  which  it  can  be  of  any  Ad- 
vantage, but  that  of  Smuggling.  If  we  except  To- 
bacco, I  believe,  there  is  not  any  one  Britifh  Com- 
modity confumed  in  the  French  Netherlands ,  and  as  to 
the  Aujlrian  Netherlands?  Ojlend  is  a  more  convenient 
Port  for  our  Traffick  with  them,  than  that  of  Dunkirk. 
I  fhall,  indeed,  except  the  City  and  Chatellany  of 
Tpres ;  but  the  Expence  of  carrying  Goods  from 
Ojlend  to  Tpres?  above  that  of  carrying  them  thither 
from  Dunkirk?  will,  I  believe,  be  over-balanced  by 
the  Convenience  of  landing  them  at  an  Aujlrian?  ra- 
ther than  at  a  French  Port;  and  as  to  all  the  other 
Parts  of  the  Aujlrian  Netherlands?  Ojlend  is  by  much 
the  moft  convenient  Port,  becaufe  of  the  Canal  which 
goes  from  thence  to  Ghent?  and  thereby  communicates 
with  the  River  Lys  and  Schelde?  fo  that  the  Goods  may 
go  even  to  Brujfels  by  Water-Carriage,  without  going 
through  the  Territory  of  any  other  Potentate. 

6  I  come  now,  Sir,  to  that  peaceful  Sort  of  Opi- 
tt.ion,  that  we  pught  to  be  fatisfied  with  having  Dun- 
kirk 
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kirk  reftofed  to  the  fame  State  it  was  in  at  the  Begin-  Artno  f  # 
ning  of  the  War  ;  and  indeed,  as  this  would  be  very  1 
much  for  the  Eafe  of  our  Minifters,  I  ihould  join  in 
it,  if  I  thought  it  confident  with  my  Duty  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  Houfe  ;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  the  pur- 
chafing  of  their  Eafe,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Honour 
and  Safety  of  my  Country  :  I  fay,  the  Honour  as  well 
as  Safety  of  my  Country  ;  becaufe  by  the  late  Treaty, 
as  I  underftana  it,  and  as  an  Hon.  Gentleman  fays  it 
was  meant  to  be  understood,  it  was  exprefsly  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  mould  be  as  abfolutely 
demolifhed  as  was  agreed  to  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
and  that  in  17 17;  and  nothing  is  more  plain,  than 
that  by  thefe  Treaties  it  was  intended,  that  there  never 
Ihould  be  a  Port  at  Dunkirk,  or  within  two  Leagues 
of  it,  capable  of  receiving  a  Ship  or  any  VefTel  but 
Imall  Boats,  and  they  not  to  be  above  fixteen  Feet 
wide. 

4  This  then,  I  fay,  Sir,  was  ftipulated,  if  any 
thing  was  ftipulated  by  the  Treaty  at  Aix-la-Chapelle~ 
If  Dunkirk  had  not  been  exprefsly  mentioned  in  that 
Treaty,  our  Honour  would  not  perhaps  have  been  fo 
much  engaged  to  fee  that  Port  demolifhed ;  but  being 
thus  exprefsly  ftipulated,  we  ftand  engaged  in  Honour 
to  fee  that  Article  performed ;  for  we  might  as  well 
have  offered  the  French  a  Charte  Blanche,  as  to  make 
Stipulations,  and  afterwards  leave  it  to  them  to  per- 
form, at  what  Time,  and  in  what  Manner  they 
pleafe. 

4  Thus,  Sir,  we  are  in  Honour  obliged  to  infift 
upon  the  entire  Dejiruclion  (to  ufe  the  Words  of  the 
Treaty  of  17 17)  of  the  Port  of  Dunkirk ;  and  I  have 
already  fully  demonftrated,  that  our  Safety,  in  Cafe  of 
a  new  War,  is  deeply  concerned  in  the  Queftion. 
This,  I  fay,  is  what  we  ought  to  infift  on  ;  for  as  to 
the  Method  of  doing  it  effectually,  I  fhall  admit  that 
it  has  never  yet  been  properly  pointed  out ;  and  I  am 
furprifed,  that  in  the  Years  1716  and  1717,  we  con- 
tented ourfelves  with  Stipulating,  that,  the  Jettees  of 
Piers  on  both  Sides  of  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  fhould  only 
be  made  level  with  the  Ground  ;  for  while  the  Foun- 
daticnsremain,  they  will  make  a  Channel :  They  will 
confine  the  Land  Floods ;  and  thofe  Floods  being  Co 
."  "  con- 
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Anno  1750.  confined,  will  always  in  Time  deepen  the  Channel, 
and  drive  away  any  thing  that  may  be  laid  or  thrown 
into  it  for  filling  it  up.  Whereas,  if  you  had  drawn 
the  Piles  and  taken  away  the  Stones,  on  which  the 
Jettees  or  Piers  were  founded,  the  Water  of  the  Land 
Floods  would  have  fpread,  and  would  probably  have 
never  made  any  lafting  new  Channel.  With  refpect 
to  the  Forts  likewife,  we  ought  not  to  content  our- 
felves  with  having  them  laid  fiat  to  the  Ground  ;  for  if 
the  Foundation,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Piles  and  Stones 
upon  which  they  were  founded,  be  left  remaining,  it 
will  be  eafy  to  erecl:  new  Forts  upon  the  old  Founda- 
tions in  a  very  fhort  Time. 

6  Thefe  Things,  Sir,  we  have  a  Right  to  infill  on, 
though  I  do  not  fay,  that  we  ought  to  infift  perempto- 
torily  upon  them  at  prefent ;  but  furely  we  may,  and 
ought  to  infift  upon  demoliming  all  the  Improvements 
made  to  that  Harbour  fince  the  Treaty  in  1717,  whe- 
ther thofe  Improvements  have  been  made  by  Nature  or 
Art  -,  therefore  we  ought  to  infift  upon  the  Harbour's 
being  again  filled  up,  and  made  incapable  of  receiving 
any  thing  but  Boats  or  Lighters  ;  for  if  the  French  will 
not  be  at  the  Expence  of  removing  the  Foundations 
of  the  Jettees  or  Piers,  which  confine  the  Land  Floods, 
and  thereby  clear  the  Channel,  they  muft  and  ought 
to  refolve  upon  being  at  the  Expence  of  filling  it  up, 
as  often  as  it  is  cleared  by  their  neglecting  to  do  what 
they  ought  at  firft  to  have  done. 

4  Having  now,  Sir,  fhewn  what  we  have  a  Right 
and  ought  to  infift  on,  and  the  fatal  Confequences 
that  may  enfue  from  our  not  infilling  upon  it,  give  me 
Leave  to  fay  fomething  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  upon 
the  Floor,  who  was  pleafed  to  give  fome  very  harfh 
Names  to  this  Motion.  I  know  it  was  formerly  his 
Cuftom,  almoft  upon  every  Occafion,  to  make  ufe  of 
what  is  commonly  called  bad  Language,  but  I  thought- 
he  had  left  it  off";  for  though  a  lofing  Gamefter,  they 
fay,  has  Leave  to  fwear,  I  never  heard  that  the  Win- 
ner claimed  any  fuch  Privilege  ;  and  I  fhall  leave  it 
to  be  decided  by  thofe  that  hear  me,  which  is  moft 
wicked,  a  Minifter's  neglecting  to  do  his  Duty,  and 
thereby  expofmg  his  Country  to  Difhonour  as  well  as 
Danger  5  or  a  Gentleman's  making  a  Motion  in  this 
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tloufe  for  obliging  him  to  difcharge  faithfully  his  Duty   Anno  1-5*, 
to  his  Country  3  for  all  thofe  who  think  the  former  the  L— y«—^ 
moft  wicked,    will    certainly   join  with    me  in  this 
Motion.' 

Upon  this  William  Pitt,  Efq;  flood  up  again,  and 
fpoke  in  Subftance  as  follows. 
1  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  I  muft  confefs,  that  I  have  upon  fome  former  Oc-  wiliraia  Fit*-, 
eafions,  by  the  Heat  of  Youth  and  the  Warmth  of  aEf(i» 
Debate,  been  hurried  into  Expreffions,  which  upon 
cool  Recollection  I  have  heartily  repented ;  and  I  be- 
lieve, the  fame  Thing  has  happened  to  many  Gentle- 
men in  this  Houfe,  efpecially  the  Noble  Lord  who 
fpoke  laft.  But  what  I.faid  about  the  Wickednefs  of 
this  Motion,  I  qualified  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  I 
think  it  could  neither  be  called  bad  Language,  nor 
any  way  taken  amifs  ;  for  I  muft  obferve,  that  the 
only  Point  in  Debate  has  been  departed  from  by  the 
Noble  Lord,  and  by  every  Gentleman  who  has  fpoke 
upon  that  Side  of  the  Queftion.  Our  Right  to  have 
the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  entirely  deflroyed, 
no  one  denies,  no  one  doubts  of;  and  every  Gentle- 
man has  acknowledged,  that  if  it  mould  be  reftored. 
to  its  former  perfect,  and  glorious  State,  it  would,  in 
cafe  of  a  new  War,  be  of  the  moll  pernicious  Con- 
fequence  to  this  Nation  ;  but  no  one  will  fay,  that  the 
French  are  now  attempting  any  fuch  Reftoration,  nor 
will  they,  I  believe,  make  any  fuch  Attempt,  whilft  tha 
Peace  continues  between  the  two  Nations ;  and  after 
War  is  declared,  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  im- 
poflible  for  them,  either  to  rebuild  the  Piers  or  the 
Forts,  notwithstanding  their  Foundations  are  ftill  re- 
maining ;  becaufe,  as  we  are  Matters  at  Sea,  and  I 
hope  will  always  continue  fo,  we  could  by  our  Ships  of 
War  and  Bomb-Veffels  fo  annoy  their  Workmen, 
that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to  carry  on  the 
Work. 

c  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  there  is  no  Queftion  now 
before  us,  either  about  our  Right  to  have  Dunkirk  Port 
demolifhed,  or  about  the  Confequences  of  its  being 
reftored  to  its  former  Condition.  The  only  Point  in, 
Difpute  is,  whether,  in  the  prefent  Circumstances  of 
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Anno  1750.  Europe,  it  would  be  wife  in  us  to  hurry  ourfelves  int<5 
a  new  War  with  France,  by  infifting  peremptorily 
upon  a  Right,  which  we  may  vindicate  when  we 
pleafe,  which  can  no  way  fuffer  by  a  Delay,  and  by 
the  not  vindicating  of  which  we  can  no  way  fuffer, 
whilft  Peace  continues  between  the  two  Nations. 
If  the  French  were  now  beginning  to  repair  the 
Port  of  Dunkirk,  the  Cafe  would  be  very  different ; 
for  as  the  Vindication  of  our  Right  would  in  that 
Cafe  become  every  Day  more  difficult,  it  would  fuffer 
by  a  Delay ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  neceffary  for  us 
to  vindicate  it  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  but  as  there  is  no 
Complaint  of  that  Kind,  we  may,  without  the  leaffc 
Danger,  delay  infifting  peremptorily  upon  it,  till  Cir- 
cumftances  become  more  favourable  for  us,  efpecially 
as  many  Accidents  may  happen  for  rendering  them 
more,  and  hardly  one  for  rendering  them  lefs  favourable 
than  they  are  at  prefent. 

6  Nations,  Sir,  as  well  as  privateMen,muftnotatall 
Times  infift  peremptorily  upon  the  molt  rigorous  Exac- 
tion of  what  is  due  to  them.  Prudence  may  fometimes 
direct  them  toacquiefce  under  a  Delay  y  or  even  aRefufal 
of  Juftice }  efpecially  when  their  Right  can  no  way  fuf- 
fer by  fuch  Acquiefcence  ;  and  that  this  is  our  Cafe  at 
prefent,  has,  I  think,  been  fully  proved  in  this  Debate. 
Therefore,  until  a  more  convenient  Opportunity  hap- 
pens, we  mould  leave  this  Affair  in  the  Hands  of  our 
Minifters  ;  for  mould  they  for  fome  Time  acquiefce 
under  the  Ncn-performance  of  this  Article  in  the  late 
Treaty,  it  will  be  but  a  minifterial  Acquiefcence, 
which  can  no  way  affect  the  Credit  or  the  Character 
of  the  Nation.  But  fhould  the  Parliament  once  inter- 
pofe,  and  afterwards  acquiefce  under  a  Non-compli- 
ance with  their  Demand,  it  would  be  a  national,  or 
at  leaft  a  parliamentary  Acquiefcence;,  which  might 
affect  not  only  our  national  Character,  but  even  our 
national  Right,  at  leaft  fo  far,  that  without  a  new 
"War  we  could  never  expect  to  have  this  Article  re- 
lating to  Dunkirk  complied  with.  Therefore,  before 
we  agree  to  this  Motion,  we  mould  confider,  whether 
It  would  be  prudent  in  us  to  declare  War  againft 
France,  in  cafe  they  mould  not,  upon  the  firft  Demand, 
directly  fet  about  demolifhing  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  ; 
3  an<£ 
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arid  no  Gentleman,  who  confiders  this  Quefiion,  can,   Anno  1^50. 
I  think,  agree  to  the  Motion.' 

Here  this  Debate  ended,  and  the  QuefHon  being 
put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  242  againft 
115. 

February  22 *  Henry  Fox,  Efq;  flood  up,  and  took 
Notice,  that  no  Return  had  yet  been  made  of  the 
Writ  for  electing  a  Citizen  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for 
the  City  of  Wejiminjhr,  in  the  room  of  the  Lord 
Trentham,  though  the  faid  Writ  had  been  ordered  on  the 
16th  of  November  then  laft,  to  be  made  cut.  Where- 
upon the  Order  for  Mr.  Speaker's  iiTuing  his  Warrant 
for  that  Purpofewas  read;  and  then  the  faid  Gentle- 
man moved,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  the  Mef- 
fenger  extraordinary  attending  the  Great  Seal,  the 
Under- Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Middiefex,  and  the 
High-BailifF  of  V/eftminfter+  fhould  attend  next  Morn- 
ing, to  give  an  Account  of  the  ifTuing,  delivering  and 
executing  the  faid  Writ :  Accordingly  they  all  attended 
next  Morning  ;  and  as  it  was  fufpected,  that  a  Motion 
was  to  be  made,  to  order  a  Return,  without  waiting 
for  the  Iffue  of  the  Scrutiny  then  carrying  on,  the 
Houfe  and  Lobby  were  crowded  with  the  Electors  of 
Wejiminjier  ;  but  after  the  feveral  Officers  above  men- 
tioned had  been  examined,  and  the  High-BailifF  had 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  was  carrying  on  the 
Scrutiny  with  all  poflible  Difpatch,  no  iuch  Motion 
was  attempted,  only  Mr.  Speaker  (by  Direction  of 
the  Houfe)  recommended  to  the  High- Bail  iff  fome 
Particulars  of  his  Duty,  and  acquainted  him,  that  if 
he  met  with  anything  to  obfixuct  him  therein,  which 
he  could  not  prevent,  he  mould  apply  to'  the  Houfe 
upon  it,  and  might  be  afTured  of  the  Support  of  the 
Houfe  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Duty ;  and  that  the 
Houfe  expected  he  would  take  Care,  in  general,  to 
expedite  the  Election  as  much  as  poilible.  Where- 
upon the  High-Bailif  exprefTed  his  great  Readinefs  to 
conform  himfelf  to  the  Direction  of  the  Houfe  ■>  and 
faid  that  he  would  ufe  his  bed  Endeavours  to  expedite 
the  Election,  and  hoped  to  perform  his  Duty  in  gene- 
ral, to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Houfe, 
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Ass©  1750.  This  famous  Election  came  on,  on  Wednefday  the 
22d  of  November  1  1749.  The  Candidates  were  the 
late  Reprefentative,  Lord  Trentbam  (eldeft  Son  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Gower,  and  Brother-in-Law  to  the 
Duke  of  Bedford)  and  Sir  George  Vandeput,  Bart. 
Grand fon  to  Sir  Peter  Vandeput,  formerly  of  Mark- 
Lane,  Merchant. — They  polled  ten  each,  and  the 
High-Bailiff,  not  having  the  Poll-Books  ready,  ad-* 
journed  to  the  24th. 

The  Scene  was  opened  by  an  Advertifement  on  the 
1 6th,  figned  Trentbam,  and  addrefTed  to  "  the  worthy 
<c  Inhabitants,  acquainting  them  with   his  Majefty's 
"  Pleafure  to  appoint  him  one  of  the  Commiffioners 
<c  for  executing  the   Office  of  Lord  High-Admiral, 
*c  excufing  his  perfonal  Appearance  from  the  Shortnefs 
"  of  Timej  and  intr eating  their  Votes  and  Intereft  to 
€€  be  re-elected,"  but  many  of  them  definng  a  Con- 
tend took  Advantage  of  his  Appearance  at  the  French 
Play-Houfe,  and  when  a  general  Meeting  was   next 
Day  advertifed,  a  Note  was  added, — No  French  Stroller 
will  be  admitted.     Peter  Wood,   Mafter  of  the  noted 
Bawdy-Houfe  in  the  Strand,  was  archly  put  up,    "  he 
<c  having  on  every  Occafion  diftinguifhed  himfelf  for 
"  the  Pleafure  of  the  Public,   with  this  N.  B.   Mr. 
cc  Wood  defires  the  worthy  Electors  to  excufe  his  not 
6C  making  his  perfonal  Appearance,  a  late  Affair  hin- 
*c  dering  him  from  it;  but  hopes  they  will  take  Notice, 
*c  that  he  was  no  way  concerned  in  the  Vindication  of 
ci  the  French  Strollers."     The  general  Meeting  pro- 
pofed  George  Cooke,  E%  (Son  to  the  late  Pro thonotary, 
and  Candidate  at  the  laft  Election  for  the  County  of 
Middlefex)  of  which  they  gave  public  Notice  on  Sa^ 
turday  :  But  Mr.  Cooke,  being  at  his  Country- Seat  near 
TJxbrldge,  on  Sunday  Afternoon  knt  an  Excufe,  «  be- 
<c  caufe  the  Time  was  (o  ihort,  and  feveral  of  his 
<c  Friends  were  averfe  to  his  engaging  in  it."     This 
raifed  a  Suspicion  of  Art,  efpecially  as   a  Paragraph 
was  publixhed,    "  that  Sir  Peter  Warren  was  foon  to 
<4  be  made  a  Peer,  and  Mr.  Cooke  was  to  be  elected 
€c  for  Weftminfter  in  his  room  without    Oppofition." 
Inftead  of  damping,  this  ferved  only  to  increafe  the 
Flame ;    a  frefh  Meeting  was   advertifed   at  the  Sun 
Tavern  on  Monday  $    and  in   the   mean  time  frefh 
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Amufements  were  thrown  out  to  keep  the  Spirit  of   Anno  175? 
Oppofition  alive  :  Peter  Wood  was  made  to  deny  "  any 

<c  Intention   of  oppofing  Lord  T tham,  to  whofe 

*c  Family  he  was  much  obliged ;  on  the  contrary, 
"  would  fupport  him  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power, 
«c  Intereft,  and  Ability."  Lord  Trentham,  to  put  a 
Stop  to  the  popular  Prejudice,  declared  in  an  Adver- 
tifement  "  upon  his  Honour,  that  he  was  neither  in 
<*  the  Pit  [meaning  of  the  French  Play-Houfe]  nor 
"  Gallery  where  the  Difrurbance  happened,  nor  drew 
"  his  Sword,  nor  made  ufe  of  any  Weapon,  either  to 
**  ftrike  or  terrify  any  of  the  Spectators  ;"  and  after- 
wards added,  "  nor  have  I  been  at  any  Reprefentation 
"  fince  the  firft  Night  of  Performance."  But  all  this 
ferved  only  as  Matter  for  future  Invective.  The  wor- 
thy Inhabitants  being  met  at  the  Sun,  Sir  George  Vande- 
put  being  nominated,  accepted  the  Nomination,  and 
next  Day  appears  in  print,  promifuag,  "  always  to 
"  difcharge  his  Trufl  with  Fidelity  to  his  Electors, 
"  and  to  the  Laws  and  Liberties  of  England." 

This  was  followed  by  Captain  Hercules  Vinegar's 
earnest.  Intreaty  to  chufe  him  "  againft  all  Candidates 
<c  who  pracWe  the  infamous  Manner  of  puffing  for 
"  Seats  in  Parliament,  after  the  Manner  of  Doctor 
"  Rock!" An  Independent  Eleclor's  Letter,  in  Com- 
memoration of  the  glorious  Struggle,  they  formerly 
made,  and  the  good  Succefs  that  hath  flowed  from  it 
ever  fince,  excites  the  Electors  to  be  active  in  oppofing 
a  late  Reprefentative,  merely  becaufe  he  mewed  his 
Face  one  Night  at  the  Little  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market  ;  and  exhorts  them  to  chufe  one,  "  who  will 
"  have  fuch  a  Regard  for  the  Importance  of  Us,  his 
*c  Conftituents,  as  not  to  attempt,  or  dare  to  partake 
"  of  any  Amufements,  but  fuch  as  we  prefcribe  to 
"  him."  A  brifk  Advertifement  to  the  Electors  re- 
plied   (among  other  Matters) "  Shew  that    you 

"  are  Freemen,  and  not  Slaves. The   Subfcribers 

"  to  the  French  Theatre  knew,  by  Experience, 

<c  how  hateful  it  was  to  all  true  Engiijh?nen. By 

cc  their  Subfcription  they  teflified  their  Contempt  for 
cc  their  Countrymen  ;  and  when  you  manifefted  your 
"  Diflike,  they  cried,  Shall  a 'Mob  of  fcoundrel 
+'  Tradefmen,  and  Shopkeepers,  prefcribe  to  us  our 
M  3  <<  Pleafures  ? 
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Anno  1750.  "  Pleafures  ?— Infolent  Queftion!  — — The  Taxes 
"  you  pay,  the  Credit  you  give,  fupport  them  in 
CA  their  Extravagance ;  and  fhall  thefe  be  applied  to 

*£  introduce  the  French  Language  amongft  us  ? 

cc  The  French  Language  will  be  the  Harbinger  of  French 

fie  Power. But,  I   hope,  you   will   fhew,  that  no 

cc  fuch  Men  ought  ever  to  be  truited  with  the  Confti- 
*s  tution  and  Liberties  of  England." 

Another  Elector  advertifes,  among  other  Things, 
that,  "  a  faithful  Difcharge  of  a  paft  Truft,  is  the 
*'  beft  Recommendation  for  a  future ;  and  this  would 
*c  have  biafTed  me  in  Favour  of  one,  whofe  juvenile 
'Judgment )  Family  Independence,  and'  unutterable  Elo- 
*<  cation,  have  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  him.— — — • 
*<  But  I  cannot  help  concluding  him  a  very  unfit 
*4  Perfon  to  defend  me  agairft.  the  French  in  one  Houfey 
5C  who  is  ready  to  cut  my  Throat  for  them  in  an- 
«<  other" 

Queries  alfo  were  handed  about  and  anfwered  with 
equal  Warmth  and  Satisfaction  :  On  one  Side  Queries 
beginning  with,  Who  is  this  Sir  George  Vandeput  ? 
And  proceeding  to  afk  if  the  Methods  taken  were  not 
likely  to  foment  Sedition  and  Rebellion,  and  querying, 
Were  it  not  for  Slanders,  iffc.  if  the  Englijhman  with 
the  Dutch  Name  could  get  100  Votes  ?  The  Anfwer 
tells  us,  "  That  Sir  George's  Anceftors  came  here  in 
*c  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  with  a  confiderable 
66  Fortune  ;  that  his  Grandfather  was  Sheriff  of  Lon- 
^  don  in  the  Reign  of  fames  II.  and  his  firm  and  glo- 
c£  rious  Stand  will  ever  be  remembered — and  con- 
u  eluded  by  anting  who  had  their  Foot  in  the  Stirrup  in 

*   1715?" 

On  Friday  1  the  8th  of  December,  the  Poll  was  clofedj 
the  Numbers  on  the  Books  were,  for  Lord  Trentham 
481 1,  for  Sir  George  Vandeput  4654,  but  a  Scrutiny 
being  demanded  by  Sir  George  Vandeput  and  many 
Electors,  the  fame  (though  moft  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by 
Counfel  for  Lord  Trentham)  was  granted  by  the  High'-* 
Paijiff. 
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Particulars  of  the  Foil.             Trentham*  Vandeput.    Anno  1750. 

FirftDay     — 10  10 

St.  Anne's  Parifh       ■ —        342  366 

St.  George ',  Hanover -Square  —  937  520 

St.  Paul,  Covent-Garden      —     204  ^264 

St.  Clement's          -            198  686 

St.  James's             ■                      1 113  991 

St.  Martin's                     -   ■            694  ^1267 

St,  Margaret's  and  St.  Johns      1 3 1 3  550 

48 I I  4654 

On  the  1 2th  of  April,  1750,  his  Majefty  went  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  put  an  End  to  the  Seffion 
with  the  following  molt,  gracious  Speech. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
€i  T  Cannot  put  an  End  to  this  Seffion  of  Parliament, 
<c  A  without  returning  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for 
"  the  Zeal  and  Difpatch,  with  which  you  have  gone 
*c  through  the  public  Bufinefs.  Nothing  could  have 
<c  afforded  me  more  Satisfaction,  than  the  Attention 
<e  you  have  given  to  thofe  effential  Points  of  our  Na- 
<c  tional  Intereft,  which  I  earneftly  recommended  to 
"  you  at  the  Opening  of  the  Seffion.  And  it  is  with 
*c  the  greatest  Pleafure  I  have  now  given  my  AfTent  to 
cc  thofe  Laws,  which  have  been  the  Refult  of  your 
"  prudent  Deliberations,  for  advancing  the  public 
*c  Credit ;  for  promoting  the  Commerce  and  Manu- 
iC  fadtures  of  this  Kingdom ;  and  for  encouraging 
*c  the  Induftry  of  my  good  Subjects. 

"  There  has  been  fo  little  Alteration  in  the  State  of 
"  Affairs  abroad,  fince  your  Meeting,  that  I  have 
(i  fcarce  any  thing  to  add  upon  that  Head.  My  Re- 
*c  folution  to  adhere  ftric~tly  to  the  Engagements  I 
"  have  entered  into,  and  to  do  every  thing  in  my 

*  The  Old  England  Journal  had  this  Remark,  *  Notwithstanding 
11  all  the  Advantages  of  Offices,  and  all  the  Weight  of  the  R*y* 
**  Treafury  againft  them,  the  public  Spirit  of  the  People  has  fo  far 
"  fucceeded,  as  even  to  outvote  the  two  moft  confiderable  Perfons  in 
"  the  Coalition  in  their  own  Parifhes  (the  D.  of  B.  and  E.  of  N.) 
"  and  among  their-  own  Tenants  at  their  own  Doors,  which  fhews 
'*  how  prevalent  the  Love  of  Liberty  is  ftill  among  us." 

M  4  "  Power 
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Anno  1750.  cc  Power  to  preferve  the  Peace,  which  has  been  fo 
cc  happily  eftablifhed,  continues  the  fame  ;  and  I  have 
iC  received  the  fullefl  AfTurances  from  all  my  Allies, 
"  of  their  Difpofition  to  promote  this  great  End„ 
*c  My  fmcere  Endeavours  mall  be  exerted,  to  culti-. 
"  vate  and  improve  this  good  Difpofition,  that  my 
"  own  Kingdoms,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe^  may 
cc  long  enjoy  the  happy  Fruits  of  the  prefent  Tran- 
s' qu-illity." 

iC  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

<c  I  thank  you,  in  a  particular  Manner,  for  the  Sup- 
"  plies  you  have  fo  readily  granted  me ,  and  for  the 
"  public  Spirit  you  have  (hewn,  in  laying  hold  of  the 
?£  very  firft  Opportunity  to  reduce  the  Inter  eft  of  theNa- 
tc  tional  Debt,  without  the  leaf!  Infringement  of  par- 
<c  liamentary  Faith.  The  Succefs  which  has  already 
"  attended  this  wife  Meafure,  is  a  Proof  of  the  pre- 
<c  fent  Credit  of  this  Kingdom,  and  has  laid  a  fure 
c?  Foundation  for  the  Continuance  of  it  -,  and  can- 
*'  not  fail  to  add  Strength  and  Reputation  to  my 
¥  Government,  both  at  home  and  abroad." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  w|ll  carry  into  your 
*c  refpec~tive  Countries,  the  fame  good  Principles  and 
*c  Affections  which  I  have  experienced  from  you  here. 
*<  Let  jt  be  your  Bufmefs  to  promote  Peace  and  Har- 
**  mony;  and  to  fupport  and  propagate  Religion, 
*c  good  Manners,  and  good  Order,  amongft  my  Pec- 
s' pie ;  whofe  true  and  lafting  Happinefs  fhall  be  my 
^  conftant  Care." 

A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  paffed  during  this 
Seilion. 

AN  Act,  For  granting  an  Aid  to  lis  Majefly  of  3S0 
in  the  Pound  by  a  Land-Tax  U  be  raifed  in  Great- 
Bri  tain  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1 750. 

An  Act,  For  reducing  the  fever al  Annuities  which  now- 
carry  an  Inter  eft  after  'the  Rate  of  4I.  per  Cent,  per 
Annum,  to  the  feveral  Rates  of  Iniereji  therein  men- 
tioned, 

'     An 
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An  A£k,  For  continuing  to  bis  Majejiy  certain  Duties   Anno  1750, 
ttn  Matt)  Mum^  Cyder  and  Perry,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Tear  1750. 

An  Act,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and  their  Quarters, 

An  Act,  For  repealing  the  Duties  now  payable  upon. 
China  and  raw  Silk,  and  for  granting  other  Duties  in  lieu 
thereof. 

An  Act,  To  render  Prof  editions  for  Perjury  and  Subor- 
nation of  Perjury  more  eafy  and  effeclual. 

An  A£t,  For  clearing,  depthening,  repairing,  main- 
taining, and  improving  the  Harbour  and  Piers  of  Great 
Yarmouth  ;  and  for  depthening  and  making  more  navi- 
gable the  fever al  Rivers  emptying  themfelves  into  the  faid 
Haven ;  and  alfo  for  preferving  Ships  wintering  therein, 
from  Accidents  by  Fire. 

An  Acl:,  For  granting  to  his  Majejiy  the  Sum  of 
900,000!.  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  for  the  Service  of 
the  Tear  1750  ;  and  for  applying  certain  furplus  Monies \ 
remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  as  Part  of  the  Supply  of  the 
faid  Tear  ;  and  for  the  Application  of  certain  Savmgs  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Paymajler -General ;  and  for  obviating 
a  Doubt  in  an  Acl  of  the  fifth  Tear  of  King  George  I.  in 
refpecl  to  the  Pay?nent  of  certain  Annuities  thereby  granted, 
for  the  Improvement  of  Fijheries  and  Manufactures  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  for  the  further  appropriating  the  Supplies  grant- 
ed this  Seffion  of  Parliament ;  and  for  giving  further 
Time  for  the  Payment  of  Duties  omitted  to  be  paid  for  the 
Indentures  or  Contratls  of  Clerks  and  Apprentices ;  and 
for  transferring  the  Bounties  now  payable  upon  the  Ex- 
portation of  Britifh  Sail-Cloth  to  the  Cuftcms ;  and  for 
enforcing  the  Laws  againft  the  clandejline  Importation  of 
Soap,  Candles,  and  Starch,  into  this  Kingdom. 

An  Acl:,  For  the  more  effeclual  punijhing  of  Perfons 
convicled  of  J educing  Artificers  in  the  Manufaclures  of 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  out  of  the  Dominions  of  the 
Crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  to  prevent  the  Exportation 
of  Utenfils  made  *  ufe  of  in  the  Woollen  and  Silk  Manu- 

*  The  Penalty  of  ieo/.  for  the  flrft  CHTence,  is  now  made  500, 
and  for  the  fecond  iooo,  and  two  Years  Imprifonment.  Captains  of 
VefTels  taking  Tools  or  Utenfils  to  be  exported,  to  forfeit  ico/.  This 
Acl  regulates  alfo  Profecutions  againft  Receivers  of  Materials  to  pawn, 
from  Workmen. 

failures 
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Anno  1750.  failures  from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland  into  foreign  Paris  3 
'  and  for  the  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  Determination  of  Appeals 
allozved  in  certain  Cafes  by  an  Aft  made  in  the  la/i  SeJJions 
of  Parliament  relating  to  Perfons  employed  in  the  fever al 
Manufactures  therein  mentioned. 

An  A£t,  To  continue  fever  al  Lazus  for  the  better  regu- 
lating of  Pilots  for  the  conducting  of  Ships  or  Veffels  from 
Dover,  Deal,  and  the  Ifle  of  Thanet,  upon  the  River 
of  Thames  and  Medway  ;  and  for  permitting  Rum  or 
Spirits  of  the  Britifh  Sugar -Plantations  to  be  landed  before 
the  Duties  of  Excife  are  paid  thereGn  ;  and  to  continue  and 
amend  an  Aft  for  preventing  Frauds  in  the  Admeafurement 
cf  Coals  zvithin  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weftminfter, 
and  fever  al  Parijhes  near  thereunto  ;  and  to  continue  feve- 
ral  Laws  for  preventing  Exaftions  of  Occupiers  of  Loch 
and  Wears  upon  the  River  Thames  wejlward,  and  for 
afcertaining  the  Rates  of  Water-carriage  upon  the  faid 
River ;  and  for  the  better  Regulation  and  Government  of 
Seamen  in  the  Merchants  Service ;  and  alfo  to  amend  fo 
much  of  an  Aft  made  in  the  fir  ft  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  King 
George  I.  as  relates  to  the  better  Prefervation  of  Salmon 
m  the  River  Ribble ;  and  to  regulate  Fees  in  Trials  at 
Affixes  and  Nifi  Prius,  upon  Records  iffuing  out  of  the 
Office  of  Pleas  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  :  And  for  the 
apprehending  of  Perfons  in  any  County  or  Place  upon  War- 
rants %  granted  by  Jujiices  of  the  Peace  in  any  other  County 
or  Place  ;  and  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an  Aft,  made  in  the 
twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  as  relates 
to  the  Time  during  which  the  Office  of  Excife -is  to  be 
kept  open  each  Day,  and  to  appoint  how  long  Time  f  the 
fame  jh all  be  kept  open  upon  each  Day  for  the  future  ;  and 
to  prevent  the  jlealing  or  deflroying  of  Turneps ;  and  U 
amend  an  Aft  made  in  the  fecond  Tear  of  his  prefent 
Majejiy,  for  better  regulating  of  Aiiornies  and  Solicitors. 

An  Act,  To  continue  feveral  Laws  for  preventing  the 
fpreading  of  the  Dijiemper  which  now  rages  among/i  the 
horned  Cattle,  and  for  impowering  his  Majefiy  to  prohibit 
the  killing  of  Cow-Calves. 

*  The  Warrant  need  only  be  indorfed  by  a  Juflke  of  Peace  of  an- 
other County, 

f  From  eight  o'clock  to  two,  inftead  of  from  eight  to  twelve,  and, 
from  two  to  five. 

[This, 
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[This  Aft  continues  former  Regulations,  and  is  to    Al*no  375°' 
fce  read  in  Churches,  every  Church- Warden  being  to  ' 
provide  a  Copy  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Parifh.] 

An  Aft,  For  making  more  effectual  feveral  Acls  of 
Parliament  paffed  fir  cleanjing  and  making  navigable  the 
Channel  from  the  Hyihe  at  Colchefter,  to  Wivenhoe  in 
the  County  of  EfTex  ;  andfor  repairing  and  cleanjing  the 
Streets  and  Lanes  of  the  Town  of  Colchefter. 

An  Aft,  For  fettling  a  Stipend  or  Maintenance  upon 
the  Rcclor  of  the  Parijh  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  in 
the  Borough  of  South wark,  in  the  County  of  Surry,  and 
his  Succeffors,  in  lieu  of  Tythes. 

An  Aft,  For  granting  to  his  Majefly  the  Sum  of 
l,000,COol.  ts  he  raifed  by  Annuities  at  3I.  per  Cent, 
per  Annum,  and  charged  on  the  Sinking-Fund,  transfer- 
rable  at  the  Bank  of  England. 

[This  was  fubferibed  in  one  Day.] 

An  Act,  For  giving  further  Time  to  the  Proprietors  of 
Annuities,  after  the  Rate  of  4I.  per  Cent,  per  Annum, 
to  fubferibe  the  fame,  in  the  Manner,  and  upon  theTerms9 
therein  mentioned-,  and  for  redeeming  fuch  of  the  faid  An- 
nuities as  fall  net  be  fubferibed ;  and  for  impowering  the 
E  art-India  Company  to  raife  certain  Sums  by  transf err  able 
Annuities. 

[And  there  was  fubferibed  on  the  30th,  at  the  Bank 
and  South-Sea  Houfe,   1,150,000/.] 

An  Act,  For  making  good  a  Deficiency  upon  the  Reve- 
nue of  the  Of  ice-Keeper  or  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper,  andfor 
Preventing  any  future  Deficiency  therein  to  anfwer  the  pub- 
lic Services  provided  for  out  of  the  fame,  and  for  augment- 
ing the  Office  cf  Majler  or  Keeper  of  the  Rolls. 

[1200/.  a  Year.] 

An  Act,  For  gradating  to  his  Majefly  certain  Duties 
upom  fuch  Species  of  Sail-cloth  as  are  therein  mentioned^ 
which  Jh all  be  imported  from  Ireland  into  Great-Britain, 
during  the  Time  therein  limited. 

An  Aft,  For  extending  and  improving  the  Trade  to 
Africa. 

An  Aft,  For  the  Encouragement  of  the  Britifh  white 
Herring- Fijhery. 

An  Aft,  For  encouraging  the  Grovjth  and  Culture  of 
ravj  Silk  in  his  Maje/lfs  Colonies  or  Plantations  in 
America. 

An 
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Anno  1750.        ^n  A&,  For  permitting  raw  Silk,  of  the  Growth  on 
!».,—  v  ., ._/  Producl  <?f  Perfia,  purchafed  in  Ruffia,  ta  £*?  imported  into 
this  Kingdom  from  any  Port  or  Place  belonging   to    the 
Empire  of  Ruiiia. 

An  Acl,  To  encourage  the  Importation  of  Pig  and 
Bar- Iron  from  his  'Majejifs  Colonies  in  America,  and  to 
prevent  the  Ereclion  of  any  Mill,  or  other  Engine,  for 
flitting  or  rolling  of  Iron,  or  any  Plating  Forge  to  work 
with  a  Tilt  Hammer ;  or  any  Furnace  for  making  Steel,  in 
any  of  the  f aid  Colonies, 

[The  Pig-iron  to  be  free  of  Duty  unto  any  Part  of 
Great-Britain,  but  the  Bar-Iron  only  to  the  Port  of 
London?  and  within  ten  Miles,] 

An  A£t,  To  explain  Part  of  an  Acl  paffed  in  the  12th 
and  x^th  Tears  of  the  Reign  of  King  Chailes  II.  for  the 
Uniformity  of  public  Prayers  and  Adminifratioyi  of  Sa- 
craments ',  and  alfo  Part  of  an  Acl,  pa/fed  in  the  1  %tb 
Tear  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  Minifters 
of  the  Church  to  be  of  found  Religion. 

[This  ASt  provides  that  a  Minifter  who,  through 
Sicknefs  or  other  lawful  Impediment,  cannot  read  the 
Church  Articles,  &c.  within  the  two  Months  pre- 
ferred by  former  Ac"ts,  fhall  not  incur  Deprivation, 
provided  he  reads  them  afterwards.] 

An  A£t,  For  preventing  Delays  and  Expences  in  the 
Proceedings  in  the  County-Court  of  Middlefex,  and  for 
the  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  Recovery  of  fmall  Debts  in  the  j aid 
County-Court. 

An  Adl,  For  the  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  Recovery  of  fmall 
Debts  within  the  Tower  Hamlets. 

An  A£t,-  For  the  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  Recovery  of  fmall 
Debts  within  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weftminfter,  and 
that  Part  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancashire  which  adjoineth 
thereto. 

An  Acr,  For  ajfigning  a  proper  Place  for  holding  a 
Market  in  the  City  of  Weftminfter,  in  lieu  of  the  ancie?it 
Market  called  the  Round  Woolftaple,  and  for  regulating 
the  faid  Market, 

An  Act,  For  repairing  and  widening  the  Roads  lead- 
ing from  Egremont  to  Dudden-Bridge,  Sahton-Bridge, 
and  Salt-Houfe,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

An 
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An  Acl:,  For  the  repairing  the  Road  from  the  City  of   Anno  17504 
York,  over  Sciphridge,  to  Boroughbridge,  in  the  County 
of  York. 

An  Acl:,  For  repairing  the  Roads  leading  from'Dunghi{$- 
fSridge  to  the  Town  of  Haddingtoun,  and  from  thence  to 
Ravenmoughburn,  in  the  County  of  Haddingtoun. 

An  Acl:,  For  making  a  better  and  more  effectual  Provifion 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  for  the  cleanfing  the  Streets, 
and  for  -keeping  a  nightly  Watch  within  the  Parijh  of  St. 
Martin  in  the  Fields,  within  the  Liberties  of  the  City  of 
Weftminfter. 

An  Acl:,  For  enlightening  the  open  Places,  Streets, 
Lanes ,  Pajfages,  and  Courts,  and  for  the  better  regulating 
the  nightly  Watch  within  the  Parijh  of  St.  John  South- 
wark,  in  the  County  of  Surry. 

An  Acl:,  For  building  a  Bridge  crofs  the  River  of 
Thames,  from  Hampton-Court,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
olefex,  to  Eaft-Moulfey,  in  the  County  of  Surry. 

An  Acl:,  For  taking  down  feveral  Buildings,  and  en- 
larging the  Streets  and  Market-Places,  in  the  City  0/*  Glou- 
cester, 
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Hiflory   and   Proceedings 

O  F    t  H  E 

FOURTH    SESSION 

OF    THE 

Tenth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain, 

On  the  ijth  of  January,  1751,  Ms  Majejly  zvent  to  the" 
Houfe  of  Peers  $  and  opened  the  Sejfion  with  the  fol- 
lowing Speech. 


"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Ibmo  1751.  <c  TT  HAVE  poftponed  your  meeting  to  this  Time, 
'  "  JL  tnat  ^  mignt  confult  your  private  Convenience, 
"  as  far  as  was  eonfiftent  with  the  Occafions  of  the 
"  Public.  The  Continuance  of  the  prefent  Tran- 
"  quillity  has  afforded  an  Opportunity  for  the  former,' 
"  and  rendered  the  latter  lefs  preiiing.  Since  the  lafl 
"  Seffion,  my  Care  and  Attention  have  been  constantly 
<c  employed  in  improving  this  Situation  ;  and  I  have 
*c  the  Satisfaction  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  con- 
"  eluded  a  Treaty  with  my  good  Brother  the  King 
<c  of  Spain y  whereby  fuch  particular  Differences,  as, 
<c  from  the  Nature  of  them,  could  not  be  fettled  in  a 
cc  general  Treaty,  have  been  amicably  adjufted,  with- 
"  out  the  Intervention  of  any  other  Party  ;  and  the 
ic  Commerce  of  my  Subjects  with  that  Country  re- 
"  eftablifhed  upon  the  moil  advantageous  and  fure 
c<  Foundations. 

"  In  the  Progfefs  of  this  Work,  I  have  received 
<c  fuch  Aflurances  of  the  fmcere  Difpofition  of  the 
<c  Catholic  King,  to  cement  and  maintain  the  moft' 
"  perfect  Union  with  me,  as  leave  no  Room  to  doubt 
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u  of  its  good  EfFe&s  being  felt  in  all  Parts ;  and  Anfio 
€i  there  is  the  greater!  Reafon  to  hope  that  the  ancient 
"  Friendfhip,  and  good  Correfpondence  between  the 
£c  two  Nations,  which  had  been  long  unfortunately 
"  interrupted^  will,  from  mutual  Intereft  and  Incli- 
46  nation,  be  now  effectually  reftored. 

"  I  have  alfo,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Emprefs- 
5C  Queen,  and  the  States-General,  concluded  a 
"  Treaty  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria;  and  am 
"  taking  fuch  further  Meafures,  as  may  beft  tend  to 
"  ilrengthen  and  fecure  the  Tranquillity  of  the  Em- 
*e  pire  ;  fupport  its  Syftem  ;  and  timely  prevent  fuch 
"  Events,  as  have  been  found  by  Experience  to  en- 
"  danger  the  common  Caufe ;  involve  Europe  in  the 
" '  Calamities  of  War;  and  occafion  the  Lofs  of  much 
*c  Blood  and  Treafure  to  my  own  Kingdoms. 

"  Both  thefe  Treaties  mail  be  laid  before  you  : 
"  And,  as  I  have  told  you  the  Views  with  which 
cc  I  have  entered  into  them,  I  muft  do  Juftice  to 
"  all  the  other  contracting  Powers  in  the  Defini- 
"  tive  Treaty  of  Ai x -la-Chap elk ^  by  acquainting  you,, 
"  that  I  have  received  from  them  the  moil:  full  and 
"  clear  Declarations  of  their  Refolution  to  preferve 
"  the  General  Peace. 

"  That  nothing  might  be  wanting  for  thefe  falu- 
"  tary  Purpofes,  I  have  taken  Care  to  ftrengthen 
<c  and  consolidate  the  Ties  of  Union  and  Friend- 
<;  fhip  between  me  and  my  Allies  ;  the  better  to 
<c  fecure  our  mutual  Interefts,  maintain  the  Peace 
"  already  fubfifting,  and  to  prevent  the  Occafion 
"  of  any  future  Rupture.  And,  that  there  might 
<c  remain  no  Doubt  of  the  Uprightnefs  and  Sincerity 
"  of  my  Intentions,  I  have  made  the  proper  Com- 
ic  munications  of  the  Meafures  I  have  taken,  and  the 
,e  Principles  on  which  they  have  been  founded." 

<c  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
ce  I  have  ordered  Eftimates  to  be  laid  before  you,- 
"  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year.  I  defire  only 
*c  fuch  Supplies,  as  fhall  be  neceftary  for  your  own 
•*  Security,  and  making  good  fuch  Engagements  as 
M  have  been  contracted,  and  are  now  communicated 
4*  to  you,     The  fuccefsful  and  happy  Progrefs  which 

"  has 
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Ahhs  1751.  cc  has  been  made  in  the  Reduction  of  the  Intereft  of 
tea-V""*— *  «  the  National  Debt,  does  great  Honour  to  this  Par- 
"  liament,  and  adds  much  to  our  Reputation  in 
"  foreign  Countries.  So  little  of  this  great  Work 
"  remains  unfinifhed,  that  I  make  no  doubt  of  your 
ci  compleatihg  it  this  Seflion,  in  the  moft  juft  and 
<c  equitable  Manner." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
cc  I  have  nothing  further  to  recommend  to  you  in 
V  particular  :  Let  me  exhort  you  in  general,  to  make 
<c  the  beft  Ufe  of  the  prefent  State  of  Tranquillity, 
"  for  improving  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  my 
<c  Kingdoms  ;  for  enforcing  the  Execution  of  the 
"  Laws ;  and  for  fupprefting  t-hofe  Outrages  and 
*c  Violences,  which  are  inconfiftent  with  all  good 
*c  Order  and  Government,  and  endanger  the  Lives 
"  and  Properties  of  my  Subjects ;  whofe  Happi- 
**  nefs,  and  fiouriihing  Condition,  I  have  entirely  at 
«  Heart." 

The  Addrefs  was  moved  by  Horatio  WalpoU,  juhior? 
in  the  following  Words. 
Horatio  \Val-  *  To  return  his  Majefty  our  Thanks  for  his  moft 
$>ole,  E%  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  and  to  congratu- 
late him  upon,  his  fafe  and  happy  Return  to  thefe 
Kingdoms :  To  exprefs  our  warmeft  Acknowledge- 
ments of  Gratitude  for  his  Majefty's  unwearied  Endea- 
vours to  eftablifh  the  prefent  happy  Tranquillity  upon 
the  fureft  Foundations  :  To  congratulate  his  Majefty 
on  the  Conclufion  of  a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain, 
by  which  the  particular  Differences,  that  remained 
unfettled  between  his  Majefty  and  that  Crown,  are 
amicably  adjufted  ;  and  to  exprefs  our  great  Satisfac- 
tion at  the  Reafon  there  is  to  hope,  from  the  Affurances 
his  Majefty  has  received  of  the  fincefe  Difpofition  of 
the  Catholic  King  to  cement  and  maintain  the  moft 
perfect  Union  with  his  Majefty,  that  the  ancient 
Friendship  will  be  reftored,  and  an  uninterrupted  good 
Correfpondence  fubfift  between  the  two  Nations,  to 
their  mutual  Advantage  and  Happinefs :  To  acknow- 
ledge his  Majefty's  great  Wifdom  and  Forefight  in 
taking  the  beft  Meafures  timely  to  prevent  fuch  Events, 
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as  might  hereafter  involve  Europe  in  the  Calamities  of  Anno  i^ii 
War ',  and  to  exprefs  our  well-grounded  Hopes,  from  W^Y"**^ 
the  full  and  clear  Declarations  of  all  the  contracting 
Powers  in  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Aix -la-Chap  elk  ^ 
as  well  as  from  his  Majefty's  Care  and  Attention  to 
ftrengthen  the  Ties  of  Union  and  Friendship  between 
his  Majefty  and  his  Allies,  that  we  may  long  enjoy  the 
Bleifings  of  a  general  Peace  :  To  allure  his  Majefty^ 
that  we  will  chearfully  raife  fuch  Supplies,  as  fha.ll  be 
found  necefTary  for  the  Security  of  his  Majefty's  Go- 
vernment, aiid  to  make  good  the  Engagements  entered 
into  by  his  Majefty  for  the  public  Good,  and  which 
have  been  communicated  to  us  :  To  exprefs  the  great 
Satisfaction,  with  which  we  receive  his  Majefty's  gra- 
cious Approbation  of  the  Progrefs  already  made  to- 
wards reducing  the  Intereft  of  the  National  Debt ; 
alluring  his  Majefty^  that  we  will  ufe  our  immediate 
Endeavours  to  finifh  that  great  Work  with  Juftice  and 
Equity :  To  declare  otir  Senfe  of  the  Happinefs  we 
enjoy  under  his  Majefty's  Government;  and  to  afTure 
his  Majefty,  that  we  will  give  all  poiEble  Attention  to 
whatever  may  promote  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
thefe  Kingdoms ;  and  endeavour  to  render  the  Laws 
more  effectual  bv  enforcing  their  Execution,  thereby 
to  difcourage  and  fupprefs  the  outrageous  Enormities 
committed  in  Defiance  of  theme' 

Which  being  feconded  by  Mr.  Proby  (now  Lord 
Carysfort)  the  Earl  of  Egniont  ftocd  up,  and  fpoke  to 
this  Effect. 

«  Mr.  Speaker, 

i  From  what  has  been  propofed  by  the  two  Hon.Earidf Egm(?nt-. 
Gentleman  who  made  and  feconded  this  Motion,  I 
fhould  have  concluded,  if  they  had  not  told  me  other- 
wife,  that  they  were  acquainted  with  all  the  Secrets  of 
the  Cabinet,  and  had  feen  all  the  Inftru&ions  fent  to 
bur  Minifters  at  foreign  Courts,  as  well  as  all  the  Ad- 
vices received  from  them ;  for  without  fuch  a  thorough 
Knowledge,  no  Mart  can,  in  my  Opinion,  with  Ho- 
nour agree  to  what  they  have  propofed  j  and  what 
gives  me  much  more  Concern,  I  am  afraid,  that  fuch 
a  thorough  Knowledge  would  be  fo  far  from  warrant- 
ing fuch  a  plumb  Approbation  of  all  cur  foreign  Af- 
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Anno  175 1,  fairs,  that  it  would  furnifh  us  with  fufficient  Reafons 
for  cenfuring  every  Step  that  has  been  taken  for  fome 
Years  paft.     As   to  the  Authority  which,  it  is  pre- 
tended, we  have  from  his  Majefty's  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  every  Gentleman  knows,  that  in  this  Houfe 
we  are  always  to  look  upon  that  Speech,  as  the  Speech 
of  the  Minifter  ;  and  I  have  read  of  very  few  Mini- 
sters, whofe  AfTeverations,  though  in  the  moft  reli- 
gious as  well  as  folemn  Manner,  I  fhould  depend  on, 
with  refpecl:  to  any  Fact  relating  to  their  own  Con- 
duel:  ;  nor  can  I  fay,  that  ,1  have  more  Dependence 
upon  the  Teftimony  of  our  prefent  Minifters,  than  I 
could  ever  have  upon  that  of  any  other.     1  muft  even 
be  fo  free  as  to  fay,  that  what  I  have  heard  this  Dav, 
renders  me  a  little  more  fufpicious  of  their  Pegard  to. 
Truth,  than  I  ever  was  heretofore.     I  confefs,  I  have 
as  little  Acquaintance  with  the  Affairs  of  the  Cabinet 
as  either  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen,  or  I  believe,  as  any 
Gentleman  in  the  Kingdom  :  I  know  nothing  of  our 
foreign  Affairs   but  what   I    have   from   our   public 
Gazettes,  and  thefe  I  know  are  often  cooked  up  in 
order  to  deceive  ;  but  fuppofe  they  were  not,  and  fup- 
pofe  we  had,  from  this  News-Paper  Knowledge,  fuf- 
ficient  Authority  for  believing  every  thing  which,  by 
this  Motion,  we  are  to  profefs  we  believe,  would  this 
be  an  Authority  fufEciem  for  this  Houfe  to  found  any 
Refolution  upon  ?  Is  it  not  inconfiftent  with  the  Dig- 
nity of  this  Houfe,  and  with  the  uniform  Practice  of 
our  Ancestors,   to  found  our  Refolutions  upon  any 
thing  but  Parliamentary  Knowledge  ? 

c  But  now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  this  News -Paper 
Knowledge,  can  any  Gentleman,  who  has  read  the 
common  News-Papers  for  this  Twelvemonth  paft, 
pretend  to  fay,  that  we  have  even  from  thence  a  fufrl- 
cient  Authority  for  agreeing  to  what  is  now  propofed  ? 
As  I  have  Time  enough  upon  my  Hands,  I  have  read 
fome  of  the  foreign,  as  well  as  moft  of  our  own  News- 
Papers  ;  but  if  the  Hon.  Gentleman  founds  his  Mo- 
tion upon  nothing  but  what  he  has  read  in  the  News- 
Papers,  I  muft  fuppofe  he  has  read  none  except  the 
London  Gazette ;  for  if  he  had  read  any  other,  he 
could  not,  furely,  talk  of  the  prefent  happy  Tran- 
quillity, when  almoit  every  Day's  News-Papers  inform 

us 


us  of  feme  of  our  Merchant-mips  being  feized  by  the  Anno  1751. 
Spaniards,  or  of  fome  Attack  being  made  upon  our 
Infant  Colony  in  Nova  Scotia  by  the  French  ;  nor  have 
we  of  late  the  leaft  Account  of  any  Endeavours  to 
put  a  Stop  to  the  Depredations  of  the  one,  or  the 
Attacks  of  the  other.  What  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
means  therefore  by  the  prefent  happy  Tranquillity,  I 
cannot  comprehend,  unlefs  he  means  the  Tranquil- 
lity in  Germany  ->  and  that  would,  I  believe,  have  been 
upon  a  much  more  folid  Foundation,  if  we  had  never 
meddled  with  it ;  for  if  we  had  never  undertaken  its 
Defence,  the  Princes  would  have  taken  Care  of  it 
themfelves,  by  mewing  a  little  more  Condefcenficn  to 
one  another,  and  thereby  preferving  the  Union  as  well 
as  the  Conftitution  of  the  Empire,  which  can  never 
be  fo  effectually  difturbed,  as  when  the  cenftituent 
Members  fall  out  among  themfelves,  and  rafnly  chufe 
to  decide  their  Disputes  by  the  Sword,  inftead  of 
having  them  decided  bv  the  Laws  of  their  Country. 

c  As  to  the  late  Treaty  with  Spain,  Sir,  if  we  muft 
talk  of  it  upon  the  Authority  of  News-Papers,  I  am 
fure  we  have  no  Reafon  to  talk  well  of  it.  If  the 
Articles  be  fuch  as  have  been  fet  forth  in  fome  of  our 
News-Papers,  inftead  of  congratulating,  I  moil  fin- 
cerely  condole  with  my  Country  upon  our  being 
obliged  to  agree  to  it.  I  cannot  fee  any  thing  we  have 
aot  by  it,  but  the  100,000/.  for  our  South-Sea  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  that  paltry  Sum  we  have  given  up  the 
Amento  Contract  :  We  have  given  up  the  Claim  that 
Company  had  upon  Spain,  amounting  to  near  a  Mil- 
lion :  We  have  given  up  all  the  Claims  our  Merchants 
had  upon  Spain,  for  the  many  Depredations  commit- 
ted by  the  Spanijh  Guarda  Coftas  before  the  War, 
amounting  to  3  or  400,000/.  And,  finally,  we  have 
given  up  the  Freedom  of  our  Trade  and  Navigation 
in  the  American  Seas,  and,  if  the  Court  of  Spain 
pleafes,  in  every  other  Sea,  and  every  Part  of  the 
Ocean.  For  fuch  a  trifling  Sum  to  give  up  fuch  ccn- 
fiderable,  and  fuch  juft  Claims,  or  indeed  for  any 
Sum  to  barter  away  the  Freedom  of  our  Trade  and 
Navigation,  would  make  one  think,  that  we  had  not 
a  Ship  fit  to  put  to  Sea  for  making  Reprifals,  nor  a 
Man  able  to  bear  Arms  in  the  Kingdom. 

N  2  *  I  fay, 
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1751,  c  I  fay,  Sir,  to  barter  away  the  Freedom  of  our. 
Trade  and  Navigation  ;  for  as  the  Right  the  Spaniards 
pretend  to  for  fearching  our  Ships  in  the  open  Seas7 
and  feizing  and  confifcating  them,  if  they  find  any  of 
what  they  are  pleafed  to  call  contraband  Goods  on 
board,  has  always  by  them  been  founded  upon  former 
Treaties,  our  concluding  any  particular  Treaty  with 
that  Nation,  and  thereby  confirming  all  former 
Treaties,  without  any  Explanation,  is  an  Acknow- 
ledgment of  the  Right  they  pretend  to;  and  though 
they  have  hitherto  exercifed  that  Right  only  in  the 
Seas  of  America,  they  have  the  fame  Right,  and  they 
may  hereafter  exercife  it,  in  every  Part  of  the  World. 
They  may  fearch  our  Ships  trading  upon  the  Coaft  of 
Portugal^  or  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  fhort,  in  any 
Part  of  the  Ocean  ;  and  if  they  find  any  Spanifh 
Money,  or  any  of  the  Produce  of  their  American  Do- 
minions on  board,  they  may,  from  the  fame  Principle., 
claim  a  Right  to  feizeand  confifcate  Ship  and  Cargo, 
Can  we  congratulate  his  Majefty  upon  the  Conclufion 
of  fuch  a  Treaty  ?  Can  we  fay,  that  any  one  particu- 
lar Difference  has  been  thereby  adjufted,  except  thofe 
that  have  been  tamely,  to  call  it  no  worfe,  given  up  by 
us  ?  Sir,  we  all  know  the  Complaifance  of  Minifters : 
We  know,  that  they  will  proteft  in  the  moft  folemn 
Manner,  that  they  have,  or  that  their  Mafter  has  a 
ilncere  Difpofition  to  maintain  the  moft.  perfect  Union 
with  us,  when  their  Actions  daily  manifeft  the  direct: 
contrary  ;  and  therefore  I  can  entertain  no  Hopes  from 
any  AfTurances  given  by  Minifters,  who  infift  upon  a 
Right  that  mufl  oceanon  continual  Broils  between  the 
two  Nations,  that  muft  produce  a  new  Rupture,  unlefs 
prevented  by  a  moft  abject  and  fcandalous  SubmiiSon 
on  our  Side;  for  without  this,  I  will  fay,  that  it  is 
impofiibie  to  live  in  Peace  with  a  Nation  that  pretends 
to  fuch  a  Right,  and  will  exercife  it. 

4  As  to  the  Wifdom  and  Forefight  of  our  Mini- 
fters,-  Sir,  in  taking  the  beft  Meafures  timely  to  pre-- 
vent  the  Events,  that  might  hereafter  involve  Europe 
in  the  Calamities  of  War,  I  fliall  be  ready  to  acknowl- 
edge it,  whej*  I  know  what  thofe  Events  are,  and 
what  Meafures  they  have  taken  to  prevent  them,  in 
cafe  I  find,  upon  Examination,  that  they  are  really 
3  ths 
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the  beil  for  anfwering  the  End  intended ;  but  without  Anno  1751. 
knowing  both  the  Events  and  the  Meafures,  I  am  Aire  C  -v-  ~J 
I  fhould  neither  have  Wifdom  nor  Forefight,  if  I  ac- 
knowledged the  Wifdom  and  Forefight  of  our  Mini- 
iters  ;  and  whatever  Declarations  may  have  been  made 
by  the  contracting  Powers  in  the  Definitive  Treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chapclk,  I  am  very  fure  the  late  Actions  of 
fome  of  them  can  give  us  no  Hopes  of  long  enjoying 
the  Bleffings  of  Peace  by  any  other  Method  than  that 
of  a  late  famous  Minifter,  now  no  more  :  I  mean, 
by  fubmitting  tamely  to  all  the  Infill ts  and  Indignities 
they  may  be  pleafed  to  put  upon  us ;  for  as  we  muffc 
talk  upon  this  Occafion  from  News-Papers,  do  not 
they  inform  us,  that  one  of  our  Merchant-ihips  being 
lately  obliged  to  put  into  one  of  the  Spanijh  Ports  in 
the  Weft-Indies  by  Strefs  of  Weather,  and  in  order  to 
{helter  herfelf  from  a  Storm,  inftead  of  meeting  with 
that  Ccmfcrt  and  Relief,  to  which  fhewas  intitled  by 
exprefs  Treaty,  as  well  as  by  the  Law  of  Nations, 
fhe  was  fearehed,  feized  and  condemned,  under  the 
old  Pretence  of  having  contraband  Goods  on  board, 
though  there  was  not  fhe  lead  Proof  of  her  having 
ever  been  engaged  in  any  prohibited  Trade  ?  Do  not 
the  French  treat  us  in  the  mofr.  contemptuous  Manner, 
by  pretending  to  fend  Orders  to  evacuate  the  neutral 
Iflands,  while  at  the  fame  Time  they  are  every  Day 
fortifying  themfelves  more  and  more  there  ?  What 
(ignify  their  Declarations  of  Peace,  when  their  Aclions 
mould  before  now  have  recommenced  the  War,  had 
we  fhewn  a  proper  Refer;  tment  ?  And  fhould  it  at 
leaf!  become  necefTary  for  us  to  mew  a  proper  Refent- 
ment, I  doubt  much,  if  any  Alliance  we  can  form 
could  be  of  Advantage  to  us,  becaufe  it  would  draw 
us  into  a  "War  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe^  which 
the  mifapplying  of  {o  much  Money  in  the  lafr. 
has  rendered  us  unable  to  fupport,  efpecially  as 
we  muft  contribute  more  when  our  Allies  engage 
upon  our  Account,  than  when  we  engage  upon 
theirs. 

'  This,  Sir,  leads  me  to  the  laft  Head  of  the  Ad- 
drefs  propofed,  which  I  mall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak 
to,  and  by  which  we  are  to  engage  blindfold  to  make 
good  all  the  Engagements  our  Mintfters  have  entered 
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Anno  1751.  into.  What  the  Hon.  Gentleman  means  by  the  Words 
'  he  has  added,  and  which  have  been  communicated  to  ust 
it  is  impoflible  for  me,  or  any  one  elfe,  to  compre- 
hend ;  for  no  one  Engagement  of  any  Kind  has  as 
yet  been  communicated  to  us.  Surely,  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  not  fay,  that  our  being  told,  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  of  a  Treaty  with  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria,  is  a  Communication  of  that  Treaty  ;  or  that 
we  ought  to  engage  to  make  it  good,  before  being 
informed  of  any  one  Article  in  the  Treaty.  If  it  be 
only  a  defenfive  Alliance,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  nor  any  Occafion  to  engage  to  make  it  good :  If  it  be 
a  Subfidy  Treaty,  as  we  are  informed  by  News-Papers 
it  is,  I  muft  be  againft  approving  it,  or  engaging  to  make 
it  good  :  The  Experience  of  what  happened  in  the  laft 
War,  fhould  make  us  refolve  againft  all  Subfidy 
Treaties  in  Time  of  Peace  :  We  had  for  fome  Years 
paid  2j  Subfidy  to  the  Danes,  and  another  to  the  Hef- 
(ians  -3  but  foon  after  we  engaged  in  the  War,  the 
former  left  us,  and  the  latter  actually  engaged  againft 
us.  It  will  always  be  fo  :  The  Views  and  Circum- 
itances  of  Princes-and  States  are  changing  every  Day..; 
therefore  it  is  not  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace,  but 
their  own  Intereft,  and  our  wife  Councils,  that  will 
make  them  our  Friends  in  Time  of  War.  Befides9 
what  Occafion  have  we  at  prefent  for  engaging  in  any 
new  Treaties  ?  We  may  thereby  render  Things  worfe3 
we  cannot  make  them  better  :  His  Majefty,  in  his 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  at  the  Opening  of  laft 
SeiTion,  told  us,  that  all  Things  were  well ;  and  we 
cannot  make  them  better  tlian  well,  unlefs  we  were  to 
talk  in  Scripture  Language,  which  is  not,  I  think, 
the  Language  of  Politicians.  Whv  then  fhould  we 
engage  in  any  new  Treaties  ?  We  may  make  what 
Declarations  we  will  of  the  Uprightnefs  of  our  In- 
tention j  but  thofe  who  are  our  natural  Enemies  will 
not  believe  us  :  They  will  fuppofe  that  we  have  fome 
ambitious  Defign  in  View,  which  will  put  them  upon 
forming  Alliances  likewife ;  and ^ by  this  a  mutual 
Jealoufy  will  be  raifed,  which  the  leaft  Accident  may 
kindle  into  the  Flames  of  War. 

*  For  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,  I  can  approve  of  no  Sub^ 
fidy  Treaties  3  and  I  am  really  furpriied  how  Minifters^ 
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can  conclude  any  Subfidy  Treaty  without  the  leafl  Anno  175; 
previous  Authority  from  Parliament ;  for  it  is  bring- 
ing us  under  a  Dilemma,  that  we  muft  either  expofe 
our  Sovereign  to  the  Contempt  of  foreign  States,  by 
refufmg  the  Subfidy  he  has  engaged  to  pay,  or  we  muft 
load  our  Country  with  an  Expence  which  we  think 
unnecefTary.  But  of  two  Evils  I  fhall  always  be 
for  chufing  the  leaft,  which  is  that  of  refufing  the 
promifed  Subfidy,  becaufe  we  may  in  fome  Degree 
vindicate  our  Sovereign,  by  punifhing  thofe  that  ad- 
vifed  him,  or  by  fending  them  in  Perfon  to  anfwer  for 
the  Subfidy  they  had  advifed  him  to  promife;  there- 
fore, upon  this  Occafion,  I  hope  we  fhall  content 
curfelves  with  affuring  his  Majefty,  that  we  will  chear- 
fully  raife  fuch  Supplies  as  (hall  be  found  necefTary  for 
the  Security  of  his  Government.  Thefe  Words  I 
fhould  chufe  to  leave  {landing  in  the  Addrefs  propofed, 
but  as  to  all  the  reft  that  come  between  congratulating 
his  Majefty  upon  his  fafe  Return,  and  expremng  our 
Satisfaction  with  his  Majefty's  Approbation  of  what 
we  have  done  in  regard  to  the  Intereft  of  the  National 
Debt,  I  think  they  fhould  all  be  left  out. 

6  By  thus  curtailing  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has 
been  pleafed  to  propofe,  we  fhall  form  an  Addrefs,  Sir, 
that  will  be  confiftent  with  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe, 
and  proper  to  be  prefented  by  an  Afiembly  of  free 
Britons  to  their  Sovereign  ;  but  as  it  ftands  at  prefent, 
it  can  fuit  only  a  Turkijh  Divan  to  their  Sultan.  It 
is,  in  my  Opinion,  the  moft  fervile  Addrefs  that  was 
ever  propofed  to  a  Briiijh  Houfe  of  Commons  :  We 
have  for  fome  Years,  it  is  true,  been  more  complaifant 
in  our  Addreffes  at  the  Opening  of  a  Semon,  than  for- 
merly, and  much  more  complaifant  than  I  think  we 
ought  to  be  ;  but  this  is  a  more  fulfome  Compliment, 
a  more  particular  Approbation  of  Meafures  we  know 
nothing  of,  a  more  exprefs  Promife  to  make  good  En- 
gagements which  we  are  quite  ignorant  of,  than  was 
ever  offered  to  a  Britijb  Parliament.  This  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  propofed  it  was,  it  feems,  himfelf 
fenfible  of,  which  laid  him  under  a  Neceffity  to  infert 
fome  Words,  which  either  have  no  Meaning,  or  fuch 
an  one  as  is  not  ftrictly  true.  We  cannot  therefore 
agree  to  it  without  fome  Amendment  5  and  the  beir.  we 
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Anno  1751.  can  propofe  Is,  to  leave  out  the  Words  or  Sentences  I  have; 
mentioned  ;  for  which  Reafon  I  {hall  conclude  with 
moving,  by  way  of  Amendment,  To  leave  out,  &c" 

The  next  that  fpoke  upon  this  Occafion,  was 
William  Pitt,  Efqj  whofe  Speech  was  in  Subftance 
thus. 

c  Mr,  Speaker, 
William  Pitt,       5  If  no  Gentleman  were  to  propofe  the  Addrefs  at 
&%»  the  Opening  of  the  Seffion,  but  one  who  is  thoroughly 

acquainted  with  all  the  Secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  it 
could  never  be  .  propofed  by  any  one  but  the  Minifter 
for  the  Time  being,  in  which  Cafe  there  would  be 
much  more  Reafon  to  call  our  Addrefs  the  Addrefs  of 
the  Minifter,  than  there  ever  was  for  calling  the 
King's  Speech  the  Speech  of  the  Minifter;  but  every 
pne_  knows,  that  his  Majefty's  Speech  at  the  Opening 
of  the  Seffion,  is  to  give  us  an  Account  of  the  State 
of  our  Affairs  both  abroad  and  at  home,  and  to  open 
to  us  the  Reafons  for  his  calling  us  together;  and 
ever  finee  I  have  known  any  thing  of  Parliamentary 
Affairs,  it  has  been  the  Cuftorri  of  this  Houfe,  to 
make  our  Sovereign  a  Compliment  upon  every  Sub- 
ject he  has  been  pleafed  to  open  to  us.  In  making 
this  Compliment,  we  always  fuppofe  the  Fac"ls  to  be 
exactly  true  as  re'prefented  to  us  by  his  Majefty;  but 
are  not  by  this  bound  to  approve  any  Meafure,  or  to 
make  good  any  Engagement,  if  afterwards  upon  En- 
quiry we  fhould  find  that  it  had  been  fnifreprefented 
to  us.  On  the  contrary,  'we  may  not  only  cenfure 
the  Meafure,  or  refufe  to  make  good  the  Engage- 
ment, but  we  may  punifh  thofe  who  had  advifed  the 
King  to  reprefent  Things  to  us  in  fuch  an  erroneous 
Light.  Whatever,  therefore,  may  have  been  the 
Cuftom  of  our  Anceftors,  their  Maxim  of  considering 
the  King's  Speech  as,  the  Speech  of  the  Minifters? 
muff:  now  deferve  to  be  laughed  at,  It  muft  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  Speech  of  our  Sovereign,  and  whoever 
forms  the  Addrefs  he  proposes  upon  that  Speech,  muft 
furely  have  a  better  Authority  for  what  he  propofes, 
than  any  one  can  have  for  oppoimg  it;  becaufe,  until 
we  have  had  the  proper  Lights  communicated  to  us, 
no  Oppofition  can  be  founded  upon  any  thing  but 

common 
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pommon  News-Papers,  or  common  Rumours,  which,  Anno  1751, 
I  hope,  will  be  allowed  not  to  be  of  equal  Authority 
with  what  we  have  heard  from  the  Throne. 

c  The  Noble  Lord  is  therefore  miftaken.  Sir,  if 
he  fuppofes,  that  the  Addrefs  propofed  is  founded  upon 
common  News-Papers;  but  his  Oppoution  can  be 
Founded  upon  nothing  eKe,  and  even  from  them  feems 
to  be  very  ill-founded;  for  all  the  Disturbances  he 
talks  of,  and  from  which  he  feems  to  infer  that  the 
Tranquillity  is  not  yet  eftablifhed,  are  fuch  as  may 
happen  in  Times  of  the  moft  profound  Tranquillity : 
They  are  founded  upon  little  Difputes  between  the 
Spaniards  and  us,  or  between  the  French  and  us, 
which  are  not  yet  fettled  ;  but  even  our  News-Papers 
have  informed  us,  that  our  Minifters  at  both  Courts 
are  endeavouring  to  fettle  them,  and  that  our  Nego- 
tiations for  this  Purpofe  feem  to  be  in  great  forward- 
nefs.  Thefe  Difputes  can  never  affecl:  the  general 
Tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  the  moft  certain  Way  to 
get  them  fettled  to  our  own  liking,  is  to  get  that 
Tranquillity  eftablifhed  upon  a  right  Footing,  that  is 
to  fay,  upon  a  firm  Alliance  between  his  Majefty  and 
fuch  a  Confederacy  upon  the  Continent,  as  will  be  an 
Overmatch  for  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  mould  they 
continue  as  clofely  united  as  they  have  done  for  fome 
Years  part,  which,  I  hope,  we  {hall  find  means  to 
prevent,  and  the  Treaty  jufr.  concluded  with  Spain,  I 
mult  look  on  as  a  Step  towards  this  wife  and  falu- 
tary  End. 

c  Upon  this  Subject,  Sir,  I  was  really  furprized  to 
hear  the  Noble  Lord  fumming  up  fuch  Conceflions 
on  our  Side,  when  it  fo  evidently  appears  from  the 
Treaty  itfelf,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  the  fame  with  what 
we  have  feen  in  the  News-Papers,  that  we  have  not 
made  fo  much  as  one  Ccnceilion,  except  that  of  the 
Affiento  Contrae~t;  and  there  was  fuch  a  fhort  Time 
remaining  in  the  Contract,  that  it  was  not  worth  our 
while  to  engage  again  in  the  Trade,  unlefs  Spain 
would  have  favoured  us  with  a  Renewal  of  the 
Term.  This,  therefore,  hardly  deferves  the  Name 
of  a  Conceflion  ;  and  as  to  the  Demands  of  our  Mer- 
chants, and  of  our  South-Sea  Company,  they  were 
all  cancelled  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  War:  They 

were 
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Anno  1751,  wcrc  i"ot  onty  cancelled,  but  in  a  national  Way  we 
have  made  ourfelves  fufficient  Amends  for  both  thefe 
Demands*  fuppoiing  them  reckoned  at  the  higheft 
Computation.  The  particular  Sufferers  may  not, 
perhaps,  have  made  themfelves  Amends  by  the  War, 
but  the  Nation  has ;  for  the  Balance  of  Captures  on 
our  Side  amounted  to  a  great  deal  more  than  both 
thefe  Demands,  even  at  the  Noble  Lord's  Compu- 
tation; and  this,  befides  the  Damage  we  did  the 
Enemy  by  defrroying  their  Forts  in  America,  and  lay- 
ing the  Trade  almoft  entirely  open  during  the  whole 
Courfe  of  the  War.  The  Spaniards  therefore  fuf- 
fered  feverely  by  the  War,  and  this  makes  them  now 
fo  fond  of  accommodating  all  the  particular  Diffe- 
rences between  the  two  Nations;  for  otherwife  they 
would  never  have  confented  to  pay  any  thing  to  our 
South-Sea  Company,  or  to  allow  that  Company's 
Demand  to  fee  fo  much  as  mentioned  in  any  Treaty 
between  us, 

c  But  this  of  yielding  to  pay  our  South-Sea  Company 
100,000/.  is  not  the  only  Conceffion  the  Court  of 
Spain  have  made  by  this  Treaty :  They  have  confented 
to  the  Re-eftablimment  of  our  Trade  in  that  King- 
dom upon  a  more  advantageous  and  a  firmer  Footing 
than  it  has  been  for  many  Years,  by  reftoring  the  Pie- 
del-Far  do,  by  agreeing,  that  the  Subjects  of  Great- 
Britain  mail  not  pay  any  other  Duties  than  thofe  paid 
by  the  Subjects  of  Spain  in  the  fame  Place,  and  by 
agreeing  to  aholifh  all  Innovations  that  have  been 
introduced  in  the  Commerce.  Thefe,  I  believe^ 
were  all  the  Differences  fubfi fling  between  the  two 
Nations,  wherein  no  other  Nation  had  any  Part  or 
Intereft;  for  as  to  the  Right  of  vifiting  Ships  upon 
their  Ccafrs  in  America,  and  of  confifcating  them 
upon  a  Proof  or  ffrong  Prefumption  of  their  having 
been  concerned  in  a  Contraband  or  Smuggling  Trade, 
it  is  a  Difference  in  which  other  Nations  are  con- 
cerned as  well  as  this;  for  the  Spaniards  exercife  that 
Right  with  refpecl  to  the  Ships  of  ail  Nations,  and 
if  our  People  have  fuffered  more  by  it  than  any  other, 
it  was,  very  probably,  becaufe  of  the  Enmity  that  has 
for  a  good  many  Years  fubfifted  between  the  two  Na- 
tions, nnd  the  frequent  Mifimderilandings  that  have 
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happened  between  this  Court  and  that  of  Spain.     This   Anne  iyu, 

Right,  therefore,  or  what  the  Noble  Lord  v/as  pleafed 

to  call  the  Freedom  of  our  Trade  and  Navigation  in 

the  American  Seas,  could  not  be  brought  under  Con- 

fideration  in  the  negotiating  of  this  Treaty,  and,  con- 

fequently,  could  not  be  given   up  either  by  the  one 

Side  or  the  other.     If  the  Spaniards  inhft,  that  their 

Right  to  vifit  and  fearch  Ships  failing  upon  their  Coafts 

in    America,    is  founded    upon    former    Treaties,    we 

likewife  infifr.  that  our  Right  to  a  free  Navigation  in 

the  American  Seas  is  founded  upon  former  Treaties  ; 

confequently,  our  agreeing  mutually  to   confirm    all 

former  Treaties,  without  any  new  Explanation,  can 

no  more  be  underftood  to  be  a  giving  up  of  our  Right, 

than  it  can  be  underfiood  to  be  a  giving  up  of  theirs. 

Our  refpective  Rights,    I  believe,   neither  of  us  will 

ever  exprefsly  give  up,  or  allow  to  be  explained  any 

other  Way  than  they  are  by  the  Nature  of  Things  ; 

and  if  both  of  us  take  due  Care  that  the  Exercife  of 

them  mall  never  be  abufed,  they  can  never  be  hurtful 

to  either. 

fi  I  muft  therefore  conclude,  Sir,  that  no  Search  is  a 
Stipulation  which  it  is  ridiculous  to  infift  on,  becaufe 
it  is  impoffible  to  be  obtained]  and  after  having  laid 
this,  I  expect  to  be  told,  that  upon  a  former  Occafion 
I  concurred  heartily  in  a  Motion  for  an  Adcirefs,  not 
to  admit  of  any  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Spain,  unlefs 
fuch  a  Stipulation  as  this  fhould  be  nrft  obtained  as  a 
Preliminary  thereto.  I  confefs  I  did,  Sir,  becaufe  I  then 
thought  it  right,  but  I  v/as  then  very  young  and  fan- 
guine  :  I  am  now  ten  Years  older,  and  have  had  Time 
to  confider  Things  more  cooly  :  From  that  Confidera- 
tion  I  am  convinced,  that  we  may  as  well  afk  for  a 
free  and  open  Trade  with  all  the  Spanijh  Settlements  in 
America,  as  to  afk  that  none  of  our  Ships  fhall  be 
vifited  or  ftopt,  though  failing  within  a  Bow-mot  of 
their  Shore ;  and  within  that  Diitance  our  Ships  mult 
often  fail,  in  order  to  have  the  Benefit  of  what  they 
call  the  Land-Breeze.  I  am  alfo  convinced,  that  all 
Addreffes  from  this  Houfe,  during  the  Courfe  of  a 
War,  for  prefcribing  Terms  of  Peace,  are  in  them- 
felves  ridiculous;  becaufe  the  Turns  or  Chances  of 
YYar  are  generally  fo  fudden3  and  often  fo  little  ex-. 

peftedj 
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Anna  -1751.  pecked,  that  it  is  impofiible  to  forefee  or  foretel  what 
Terms  of  Peace  it  may  be  proper  to  infift  on  ;  and  as 
the  Crown  has  the  fole  Pov/er  of  making  Peace  or 
War,  every  fuch  Addrefs  muft  certainly  be  an  En- 
croachment upon  the  King's  Prerogative,  v/hich  has 
always  hitherto  proved  to  be  unlucky.  For  thefe 
Reaibns,  I  believe,  I  mall  never  hereafter  concur  in 
any  fuch  Addrefs,  unlefs  made  fo  conditional  as  to 
leave  the  Crown  at  full  Liberty  to  agree  to  fuch 
Terms  of  Peace  as  may  at  the  Time  be  thought  moil 
proper,  which  this  of  no  Search  can  never  be,  unlefs 
Spain  mould  be  brought  fo  low  as  to  give  us  a  Carte 
blanche ;  and  fuch  a  low  Ebb  it  is  not  our  Intereft  to 
bring  that  Nation  to,  nor  would  the  other  Powers  of 
Europe  fuffer  it,  mould  we  attempt  it.  We  muft 
therefore  leave  them  a  Power  to  prevent  a  fmuggling 
Trade  with  their  Settlements  in  America,  and  if  we 
keep  upon  good  Terms  with  that  Court,  lam  perfuaded 
they  will  always  exercife  it  fo  difcreetly,  as  not  to  inter- 
rupt our  lawful  Commerce  or  Navigation  in  the  Ameri- 
can Seas,  especially  if  on  our  Side  we  take  Care  not  to 
encourage  our  People  to  tranfgrefs  the  Rules  of  law- 
ful Commerce,  which,  I  am  afraid,  fome  of  our 
Governors  in  the  Weft-Indies  have  too  often  done. 

4  As  to  the  Events,  Sir,  that  may  hereafter  involve 
Europe  m  the  Calamities  of  War,  no  Gentleman  can, 
I  think,  be  ignorant  of  them,  who  knows  any  thing 
of  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  Europe.  A  Rupture 
in  the  North  is  one  that  would  certainly  fpread  again 
the  Flames  of  War  all  over  Europe,  becaufe  of  the 
Alliances  that  now  fubfift  between  the  feveral  Powers 
thereof,  and  chiefly  becaufe  almoft  every  Prince  or 
State  in  Europe  would,  by  their  own  Intereft,  be  led 
to  fupport  one  Side  or  the  other.  This,  his  Majefty's 
Meafures,  whatever  they  may  have  been,  have  hitherto 
prevented ;  and  this  alone  is  a  fufficient  Foundation 
for  our  acknowledging  his  Wifdom  and  Forefight, 
There  is  another  Event,  which  recent  Experience 
muft  convince  us,  would  rekindle  the  Flames  of  War 
all  over  Europe :  The  Event  I  mean,  is  the  Death  of 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  before  the  Election  of  a 
King  of  the  Romans.  How  is  this  to  be  prevented  ? 
Certainly,  by  bringing  on  fuck  an  Election  as  foon  as 

pofiible. 
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poflible,  or  uniting  fuch  a  Number  of  the  Princes  in  Anno  17^ 
the  Empire  in  the  proper  Meafure  to  be  taken  in  Cafe 
of  fuch  an  Event,  as  may  deprive  thofe,  who  upon 
fuch  an  Occafion  would  incline  to  raife  Difturbances, 
of  all  Hopes  of  doing  it  with  Effect ;  for  in  the  Em- 
pire, as  in  all  other  Countries,  there  will  always  be' 
fome  of  its  Subjects,  who  will  be  inclined  to  raife' 
civil  Broils,  if  their  Hopes  of  benefiting  be  not  over- 
balanced by  their  Fears  of  fuffering  by  the  Broils  they 
give  Birth  to ;  and  there  is,  we  know,  one  certain 
Power  in  Europe,  whofe  Ambition  will  always  induce 
it  to  fow  Diffenfions  amongfl  the  Members  of  the 
Empire ;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch  and  we  are 
for  our  own  Safety  obliged  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  any 
fuch  Diffenfions,  fo  far  at  leaff,  as  to  prevent  their 
ever  coming  to  an  open  Rupture. 

*  This  leads  me,  Sir,  to  confider  the  late  Treaty 
with  Bavaria,  the  Conclufion  of  which  his  Majefty 
has  moft  gracioufly  communicated  to  us  in  his 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  promifed  to  lay  the" 
Treaty  itfelf  before  us.  This  Treaty  I  know  as 
little  of  as  any  other  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  and 
yet  I  cannot  help  approving  of  it ;  becaufe  the  draw- 
ing off  of  that  powerful  Prince  from  the  Intereft 
which  his  Family  has  long  efpoufed,  is,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, a  great  Point  gained,  a  Point  that  can  hardly  be 
purchafed  too  dear  >  and  if  for  this  Purpofe  we  are  to 
pay  a  Subfidy,  even  in  Time  of  Peace,  if  it  be  no 
more  than  we  can  fpare,  I  (hall  think  it  well  beftowed, 
becaufe  it  will  furnim  us  with  an  Opportunity  to  fix 
that  Family  in  the  true  Syftem  of  the  Empire,  and 
that  Syftem  which  will  always  at  laft  be  found  to  be 
the  true  Intereft  of  their  Country.  Princes,  Sir,  like 
other  Men,  are  too  apt  to  be  led  by  their  prefent  Inte- 
reft,  and  for  that  they  too  often  run  the  Rifle  of  future-. 
Ruin.  As  we  have  no  Inducement  to  intermeddle  in 
the  Affairs  of  the  Continent,  but  in  order  to  preferve 
the  Balance  of  Power,  we  have  this  Happinefs,  that 
the  future  Intereft  of  every  Prince  of  the  Empire,  and 
indeed  of  every  Power  in  Europe,  except  Frar.ce  alone, 
will  always  be  in  our  Favour.  France,  therefore,  in 
all  her  Negotiations,  is  obliged  to  ftudy  the  prefent 
Intereft  of  the  Prince  or  State  file  negotiates  with. 

Some 
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Anno  175T.  Some  fhe  has  gained  by  Subsidies,  others  by  giving 
them  Hopes  of  obtaining  an  Addition  to  their  Domi- 
nions, by  joining  in  an  Alliance  with  her.  In  the 
laft  of  thefe  two  Methods  we  cannot  contend  with 
France,  for  as  the  Prefervation  of  Peace  is  our  Intereft, 
the  Uti  poffideth  muff,  be  our  Maxim  ;  but  in  the  firfl 
we  may,  and  we  may  with  fuch  Succefs,  as  to  render 
lt  impoffible  for  her  to  make  ufe  of  the  fecond  with 
any  Effecl: ;  for  by  Subfidies  properly  applied,  we  may 
fecure  fuch  a  Confederacy  upon  the  Continent,  as  muff, 
leave  very  little  Hopes  for  any  Prince  in  Europe  to 
make  an  Addition  to  his  Dominions  by  an  Alliance 
with  France. 

c  This  Treaty  with  Bavaria  mult  therefore,  in  my 
Opinion,  Sir,  be  for  the  public  Good  of  Europe  ift 
general,  as  well  as  of  this  Nation  in  particular ;  and 
if  it  mould  not  appear  to  be  fo,  when  it  is  laid  before 
us,  we  fhall  not  be  obliged,  by  any  Words  in  the 
Addrefs  propofed,  to  make  it  good.  In  fhort,  Sir, 
the  Addrefs  is  fo  cautioufly  worded,  that  we  neither 
approve  nor  promife  but  conditionally.  If  the  Mea- 
fures,  upon  Examination,  appear  ,to  be  fuch  as 
defcribed  in  this  Addrefs,  we  cannot  but  approve 
them :  If  the  Treaties,  when  laid  before  us,  appear 
to  be  fuch  as  they  are  reprefented  to  be,  we  cannot 
refufe  making  them  good :  If  the  Endeavours,  his 
Majefty  has  ufed,  appear  to  be  the  mod  proper  for 
eftablifhing  the  prefent  happy  Tranquillity  upon  the 
fureft  Foundation,  can  we  avoid  acknowledging  our 
Gratitude,  even  though  thofe  Endeavours  mould  at 
laft  prove  ineffectual  ?  If  the  Treaty  with  Spain  tends 
to  reftore  the  ancient  Friendfhip  and  Correfpondence 
between  the  two  Nations,  which  is  fo  much  for  the 
Advantage  of  both,  ought  not  we  to  approve  of  it  ? 
If  the  Meafures  his  Majefty  has  taken,  appear  to  be 
the  moft  prudent  that  could  be  thought  of  for  prevent- 
ing any  dangerous  Event,  can  we  refufe  acknow- 
ledging his  Majefty's  Wifdom  and  Forefight  ?  And  if 
the  Engagements  he  has  entered  into,  appear,  when 
laid  before  us,  to  be  for  the  public  Good,  is  it  not  our 
Duty  to  make  them  good  ?  But  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  this  Addrefs,  did  not  fatisfv  himfelf  with 
this  general  Reftriction  5  for  his  Ddign  fcems  to  be,  to 
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confine  cur  Prorriife  upon  this  Head  to  that  fingle  En-  ^nns  T?-?, 
gagement  with  the  Duke  of  Bavaria?  mentioned  by< 
his  Majefty  in  his  Speech  from  the  Throne.  I  can- 
not therefore  comprehend,  why  the  Noble  Lord  mould 
give  fuch  hard  Names  to  the  Addrefs  propofed  :  There 
is  nothing  like  Servility  appears  in  its  Compofition  ; 
nor  any  thing  more  than  what  has  been  ufual  for  many 
Years  :  We  may  return  hereafter  to  our  ancient  dry 
Method  of  only  thanking  his  Majefty  for  his  Speech, 
from  the  Throne,  and  promifing  to  raife  fuch  Sup- 
plies as  we  may  find  necefiary  for  our  own  and  his 
Security ;  but  fuch  a  general  and  cold  Addrefs  would 
be  very  imprudent  at  prefent,  as  there  are  feversl 
Difputes  yet  to  fettle,  and  feveral  Meafures  to  be 
concerted  for  eftablifhing  the  prefent  happy  Tranquil- 
lity, becaufe  it  might  defeat  every  thing  that  remains 
to  be  done,  and  render  fruitlefs  every  thing  that  has 
been  done.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  Addrefs  propofed 
will  be  agreed  to  without  any  Amendment ;  and  the 
more  unanimoufly  it  is  agreed  to,  the  greater  Effect  it 
will  have  upon  all  our  future  Negotiations,  either  for 
fettling  our  own  Difputes  with  France  and  Spain?  or 
for  forming  fuch  a  Confederacy  as  may  give  a  Check 
to  the  ambitious  Schemes  now  hatching,  if  any  fuch 
there  be,  for  difturbing  the  Repofe  of  Europe,' 

The  next  Speech  was  that  of  Henry  Bathurjl?  Efq; 
the  Purport  of  which  was  as  follows  j  viz. 
i  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  I  wifh  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  who  fupport  this  Ad-ifcnryBathw*^ 
drefs,  had  given  us  a  Definition  of  what  they  callEfiH 
Servility  j  for  I  have  always  taken  Flattery  to  be  Ser- 
vility, and  I  think  it  muft  be  deemed  fo  by  all  thofe 
who  allow,  that  there  can  be  any  fuch  Thing  as  Ser- 
vility in  Words  or  Language.  Now,  if  there  be  no 
Flattery  in  this  Addrefs,  I  am  fure  there  was  never 
any  fuch  Thing  in  Words  ;  for  we  not  only  make  high 
Encomiums,  without  knowing  whether  they  be  true 
or  falfe  ;  but  we  exprefs  thofe  Encomiums  in  as  high 
a  Stile  as  our  Language  will  admit  of,  for  which  I  ap- 
peal to  almoft  every  Sentence  in  the  Addrefs  propofed. 
We  muft  not  exprefs  our  Acknowledgments  to  his 
Majefty,  without  calling  them  our  warmeft  Acknow- 
ledgments ; 
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Anno  3751.  ledgments:  We  muft  not  talk  of  his  Majefty's  En- 
deavours, without  calling  them  unwearied  Endeavours, 
Thus  I  could  go  on,  Sir,  with  my  Remarks  through 
the  whole  of  the  Addrefs  \  and  all  this,  without  know- 
ing any  thing  of  the  Facts  we  thus  fo  highly  extol. 
How  a  Minifter  might  receive  fuch  high-flown  Com- 
pliments without  Knowledge,  or  how  this  Houfe  may 
think  proper  to  exprefs  itfelf  upon  the  Occafion,  I  do 
not  know  ;  but  I  mould  be  afhamed  to  exprefs  myfelf 
in  fuch  a  Manner  to  my  Sovereign :  Nay,  I  mould 
be  afraid,  left  he  mould  order  me  out  of  his  Prefence^ 
for  attempting  to  put  fuch  grofs  Flattery  upon  him; 
I  fay,  grofs.  Sir;  for  Flattery  is  always  grofs  when 
expreffed  in  plain  Language,  and  by  every  Man  of 
true  Tafte,  muft  be  received  with  Indignation,  when 
it  proceeds  from  a  Perfon  quite  ignorant  of  what  he  fo 
highly  and  fo  coarfely  applauds. 

c  The  Oppofition  to  this  Addrefs,  Sir,  is  not  found- 
ed on  Knowledge  from  our  News-Papers,  or  Know- 
ledge of  any  other  Kind :  It  is  founded  upon  our 
Want  of  Knowledge,  and  upon  the  Opinion  which 
our  agreeing  to  it  muft  give  to  the  whole  World,  of 
the  low  Servility  of  this  AfTemhly.  I  fnall  grant,  Sir, 
that  if  in  our  Addrefs  we  muft  echo  back  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  with  fulfome  Panegyricks  upon 
every  Meafure  mentioned  therein,  no  Man  but  the 
Prime  Minifter  can  propofe  our  Addrefs ;  and  it  is 
very  well  known,  that  ever  fmce  this  Cuftom  was  in- 
troduced, the  Prime  Minifter  for  the  Time  being  has 
always  been  the  original  Author  or  Drawer  up  of  the 
Addrefs  of  this  AfTembly,  The  AfTembly  at  the 
Cockpit^  the  Eve  of  the  Parliament's  meeting,  is  now 
become  a  Sort  of  Eftablimment :  What  is  defigned 
by  the  Minifter  as  the  Addrefs  Of  this  AfTembly,  is 
there  concerted,  and  the  Heads  of  it  given  to  two  of 
the  minifterial  Minions  to  move  and  fecond  it  next 
Day  in  this  AfTembly,  where  it  has  always,  fihce  I 
knew  the  World,  been  agreed  to  with  very  little  Al- 
teration. Whether  this  Method  has  been  praclifed 
iipon  the  prefent  Occafion,  I  fnall  not  fay  ;  but  as  I 
think  it  inconfiftent  with  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe, 
I  wifTi  an  End  were  put  to  it ;  and  the  fureft  Way  m 
doing  this  would  be  to  return  to  our  ancient  Method, 

which 


which  was  to  defire  our  Speaker  to  draw  up'  fuch  an   Anno  if  ji* 

Addrefs  as  he  thought  proper  for  the  Occafion  ;  for  if 

you,  Sir,  were  to  draw  up  our  Addrefs  for  us,  I  ami 

Very  fure  it  would  not  be  drawn  up  according  to  the 

Direction  of  any  Minifter,  nor  would  it  be  crammed 

with  fulfome  Panegyricks  upon  our  late  Meafures.     It 

Would  be  fuch  an  one  as  would  be  worthy  of  a  BritlJB 

Parliament  to  prefent,  and  a  Briiifo  Sovereign  to  re~ 

ceive. 

c  As  to  the  Addrefs  now  under  Confideraoon,  Sir3- 
it  cannot  well  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  Work  of  any  one 
Minifter,  for  it  is  well  known,  that  at  prefent  we 
have  two  Sets  of  Minifters  ;  and  though  they  do  not 
always  fo  cordially  concur,  yet  they  have,  I  believe, 
concurred  in  this,  and  confequently,  I  muft  look  on 
it  as  the  joint, Production  of  the  two  Sets,  contend- 
ing which  fhall  treat  us  the  moft  haughtily,  which 
fhall  render  us  the  moft  fervile  ;  for  if  it  be  Servility 
to  applaud  Meafures  we  know  nothing  of,  to  applaud 
Meafures  we  have  great  Reafbn  to  condemn,  our 
agreeing  to  this  Addrefs  will,  I  think,  be  as  ftrong  an 
Inftance  of  it  as  we  can  give.  I  have  already  faid* 
Sir,  that  the  Oppofition  to  this  Addrefs  is  chiefly 
founded  upon  our  want  of  Knowledge,  by  which  I 
mean  Parliamentary  Knowledge,  which  is  certainly 
the  only  proper  Foundation  for  any  Parliamentary 
Refolution  ;  but  this  Caufe  of  Oppofition  muft  be 
rendered  ftill  much  ftrongerj  when  all  the  other  Sorts 
of  Knowledge  we  have,  operate  againft  the  Refolution 
propofed ;  and  this  is  really  the  Cafe  at  prefent. 
When  the  People  without  Doors  read  that  Sentence, 
in  the  Addrefs  propofed,  by  which  we  exprefs  our 
warmeft  Acknowledgments  for  his  Majeity's  un- 
wearied Endeavours  to  eftabliih  the  prefent  happy 
Tranquillity. upon  the  fureft  Foundation,  will  they 
not  fuppofe,  that  we  not  only  knew  what  the  Foun- 
dation aimed  at  was,  but  alfo  that  we  thought  the 
Foundation  aimed  at,  the  fureft  that  could  be  thought 
of?  Yet  neither  of  thefe  Suppofitions  will  be  right: 
We  have  no  proper  Knowledge  of  the  Foundation 
aimed  at ;  and  from  the  imperfect  Knowledge  we 
have,  we  muft  judge  it  to  be  the  Election  of  an  Infant 
for  King  of  the  Romans  9  which,  in  my  Opinion,  is 
L  Vol.  IV;  O  •  m'ojre 
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Ann»  1751.    more  likely  to  difturb,  thaneftablifh  the  prefent  happy 
Tranquillity ;  becaufe  it  will  be  a  Step  towards  over- 
turning the  prefent  Conftitution  of  the  Empire,   by 
rendering  the  Imperial  Dignity  hereditary  inftead  of 
being  elective.      The  Conftitution   of   Germany   ha$ 
provided  Vicars  for  the  Government  of  it,  during  a 
Vacancy  of  the  Imperial  Throne,  but  it  has  provided 
no  Regents,  Protectors,  or  Guardians   for  a   minor 
Emperor,  becaufe  it  was  never  fuppofed  that  a  Minor 
would  be  chofen ;    and  if  fuch  an  one  were  to  be. 
chofen,  there  are  fo  many  Things  to  fettle  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  Election,  that  I  doubt  if  it  be  pof- 
fible  to  bring  it  about.     The  Attempt  to  chufe  an 
Infant  for  King  of  the  Romans  will  therefore,  I  fear, 
raife  Disturbances  ;  and  fhould  it  be  poiiible  to  fuc- 
ceed,  it  will  be  found  but  a   fandy  Foundation,  iri 
cafe  the    Emperor   fhould     die   before   that  Infant's 
coming  of  Age.     Therefore  this  is  a  Meafure  which 
I  do  not  think  worth  the  Rifk,  the  Pains,  and  the 
Expence  of  the  Execution ;  and  coniequently  I  can~ 
not,  in  my  prefent  Way  of  thinking,  agree  to  beftow 
any  Encomium  upon  it. 

c  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  our  Treaty  with  Spain? 
I  was  furprifed  to  hear  an  Hon.  Gentleman  fay,  that 
by  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  the  Obligations  were 
cancelled,  which  the  Crown  of  Spain  lay  under  to  re- 
pair the  LofTes  of  our  South-Sea  Company,  and  of  our 
plundered  Merchants :  It  is  the  firft  Time  I  ever 
heard,,  that  a  Man's  refufing  to  do  Juftice  cancelled 
the  Obligation  he  lay  under  to  do  Juftice,  or  that  a 
Man's  fuing  for  Payment  of  a  Bond  cancelled  the 
Debtor's  Obligation  to  pay  it.  I  fhall  grant,  that  a 
Nation-  going  to  War  for  Recovery  of  their  Right3 
may  meet  with  fuch  Misfortunes  in  the  War,  as  to 
make  them  glad  to  renounce  it  in  order  to  obtain 
Peace  ;  but  unlefs  they  renounce  it,  their  Right  con- 
tinues the  fame.  By  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-ChapelUr 
bad  as  it  was,  we  renounced  none  of  our  Rights  : 
On  the  contrary,  they  were  confirmed  by  the  Confir- 
mation of  former  Treaties  -,  therefore,  until  the  Con- 
clusion of  this  laft  Treaty,  the  Obligations  which  the- 
Crown  of  Spain  lay  under  both  to  our  South-Sea  Com- 
pany and  our  Merchants,  flood  in  full  Force  $  and  if 
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we  had  the  Advantage  in  the  War,  as  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman alledges,  it  was  an  Argument  for  our  infilling 
upon  our  Right,  not  for  renouncing  it,  without  a  fuf- 
ficient  Compenfation,  which,  I  am  fure,  ioo,oco/.  is 
not,  efpecially  as  we  at  the  fame  Time  renounced  our 
remaining  Term  in  the  AfFiento  Contract :  But  this 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  fays  was  worth  nothing  :  I  doubt 
much  if  our  Merchants  will  fay  fo  3  at  leafr,  I  think, 
we  mould  have  their  Opinion,  before  we  congratulate 
upon  the  Conclufion  of  this  Treaty, 

6  Befides,  Sir,  from  what  we  know  of  this  Treaty, 
we  mult  fuppofe,  that  all  the  particular  Differences 
between  the  two  Nations  are  not  fettled,  unlefs  it  be 
underftood  that  all  our  other  Claims  are  thereby  given 
up,  which  I  fufpect.  the  Court  of  Spain  will  infift  on  ; 
and  that  they  inferted  in  this  Treaty  the  Article  re- 
lating to  Tortuga  for  this  very  Purpofe.  From  that 
Article  they  will  infift,  that  every  Claim  not  men- 
tioned in  this  Treaty  was  by  us  given  up,  and  confe- 
quently,  that  we  have  given  up  our  Right  to  cut  Log- 
wood in  the  Bays  of  Honduras  and  Campschey,  and  our 
Right  eftablifhed  by  former  Treaties,  to  trade  with 
the  Natives  in  every  Part  of  America ,  where  the  Spa- 
niards have  no  Forts  or  Settlements.  I  mall  there- 
fore expect  very  foon  to  hear  of  our  being  drove  not 
only  from  thofe  Bays,  but  from  the  Mufqueito  Shore, 
where  v/e  have  had  Settlements,  and  where  the  Inha- 
bitants have  acknowledged  themfeives  Subjects  of 
Great-Britain  for  many  Years. 

c  And  as  to  the  Article  of  no  Search  in  the  open 
Seas,  I  muft  ftill,  Sir,  think  it  an  Article  of  great 
Confequence  :  I  mull  ftill  think,  that  the  Parliament 
was  in  the  right  to  advife  its  being  infilled  on  as  a  Pre- 
liminary to  any  Treaty  of  Peace  ;  and  an  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman's having  altered  his  Opinion,  or  faying  that  he 
is  now  ten  Years  older,  will  not  convince  me  that  the 
Advice  is  wrong.  I  have  cohfidered  it  coolly  as  well 
as  he,  and  the  more  I  do  confider  it,  I  am  the  more 
fully  convinced  of  its  being  abfolutely  neceffary  for  us 
to  infift  upon  it.  Great  Quantities  of  what  the  Spa- 
niards call  contraband  Goods,  are  often  brought  to 
Jamaica  and  our  other  Settlements,  by  Permiflion  of 
the  Spanijh  Governors,   in  Exchange  for  Provifions 
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Anno  tyip.  carried  to  them,  and  without  which  their  Settlements 
would  fometimes  be  in  Danger  of  ftarving  :  Shall  we 
allow  our  Ships  to  be  feized  and  conhTcated  for  bring- 
ing thofe  Goods  from  our  own  Settlements  to  Great- 
Britain?  We  therefore  ought  to  infift  upon  it,  that  no 
Ship  fhall  be  feized  and  confiscated,  without  a  full  Proof 
of  her  having  been  carrying  on  a  prohibited  Trade, 
nor  any  Ship  fearched  at  Sea,  unlefs  from  her  Papers, 
or  otherwife,  there  appears  a  ftrong  Sufpicion  of  her 
having  been  concerned  in  fuch  a  Trade.  Vifiting  we 
may  admit  of,  but  not  Searching  ;  for  even  in  Time 
of  War,  Searching  without  full  Grounds  of  Sufpi- 
cion, is  never  allowed  for  preventing  the  carrying  of 
warlike  Stores,  or  other  contraband  Goods,  to  an 
Enemy  ;  and  the  Manner  of  vifiting  is  by  many  Trea- 
ties between  Nations  prefcribed,  which  may  be  made 
the  Groundwork  of  an  Explanation  between  the  Spa- 
niards and  us  ;  for  fome  new  Explanation  is  certainly 
neceffary  for  us,  though  not  for  them.  Our  Right  to 
a  free  Navigation  in  the  open  Seas  of  America  is  no 
Encroachment  upon  any  Right  they  have  by  the  Laws 
of  Nature  or  of  Nations,  nor  can  it  ever  be  prejudi- 
cial in  any  Degree  to  them ;  but  the  Right  they  con- 
tend for  is  an  Encroachment  upon  the  Right  we  have 
by  the  Laws  of  Nature,  and  a  Right  which  fubjects 
us  to  daily  Infults  and  Injuries  ;  therefore  they  may 
go  on  confirming  former  Treaties  without  any  new  Ex- 
planation, as  long  as  we  fuffer  them  to  enjoy  this  in- 
jurious Encroachment.  But  ought  we  to  do  fo  ?  Ought 
we  not  to  infift  upon  fuch  an  Explanation  of  former 
Treaties,  as  will  put  an  End  to  this  injurious  En^ 
.croachment  ?  Ought  we  not  to  infift  upon  this  as  a 
Preliminary  to  any  future  Treaty  ?  If  other  Nations 
fubmit  to  it,  becaufe  they  do  not  futFer  much  by  it, 
rrfuft  we  continue  to  fubmit  to  it,  who  have  furfered 
fo  much  by  it,  and  are  likely  to  fuffer  every  Day  more 
and  more  ? 

c  Sir,  we  are  in  the  fame  Cafe  with  regard  to  the 
French  :  They  are  daily  encroaching  upon  us,  they 
are  daily  'difturbing  us  in  Poileflions  that  have  been 
yielded  to  us  by  the  rnofr.  folerrm  Treaties  •  and  while 
we  allow  them  to  go  on,  they  will  certainly  continue 
to  negotiate  with  us  as  long  as  we  pleafe.     The  Spanijh 
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Minifters  may  cajole  us  with  Afilrrances  of  their  -fin-  Anno  1751. 
cere  Difpofition  to  reftore  the  ancient  Friendfhip  be- 
tween the  two  Nations:  The  French  may  cajole  us 
with  Declarations  of  their  fincere  Inclination  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Peace ;  but  do  not  their  Actions  every  Day 
indicate  the  contrary  ?  A  Eritijh  JVIinifter  may  have 
his  Reafons  for  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  cajoled  ;  but 
what  Reafons  can  a  Britijh  Parliament  have  ?  Will 
not  the  whole  World  laugh  us  to  Scorn,  if,  by  our 
Addrefs  upon  this  Occafion,  we  feem  to  put  any  Faith 
in  the  A  durances  of  the  former,  or  the  Declarations 
of  the  latter  ? 

c  Laftly,  Sir,  as  to  this  Treaty  with  Bavaria,  as 
I  have  fome  Reafon  to  believe  it  to  be  a  Sublidy  Treaty, 
I  fhall  confider  it  accordingly ;  and  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  firft  fpoke  in  favour  of  it,  furnifhed  me 
with  an  unanfwerable  Argument  againft  it,  which  is 
that  of  the  Subfidy's  being  more  than  we  can  fpare  ; 
for  unlefs  we  continue  the  Land-Tax  at  \s.  in  the 
Pound,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  we  cannot  fpare  a  Shil- 
ling to  any  Prince  in  Germany,  without  facrilegioufiy 
feizing  upon  the  Sinking-Fund  ;  and  when  our  landed 
Gentlemen  have  fo  long  paid  \s.  in  the  Pound,  when 
the  Impofition  of  1  j-.  in  the  Pound  has  raifed  fuch  a 
Combuftion  in  France,  will  any  Gentleman  dare  to 
propofe  the  Continuance  of  41.  in  the  Pound  here, 
for  the  Sake  of  bribing  the  Princes  of  Germany  to  do 
what  ?  To  preferve  the  Freedom  and  Independency  of 
their  native  Country  :  I  fay,  Princes  of  Germany, 
Sir,  becaufe  this  Subfidy  to  Bavaria  will  fignify  no- 
thing, unlefs  we  take  half  a  Score  more  of  them  into 
our  Pay ;  and  when  we  have  done  fo  for  feven  Years 
of  Peace,  they  may  give  us  the  Slip,  as  others  have 
done,  ac  fcon  as  a  War  breaks  out.  The  Hon. 
Gentleman  may  talk  of  Princes  purfuing  their  prefent 
Intereit  at  the  Rifk  of  ruining  their  Pofterity  :  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  that  too,  many  private  Men  do  fo,  as  well 
as  Princes  ;  but  if  the  Princes  of  Ger?)iany  will,  we 
muft  even  let  them  do  fo,  and  refolve  to  take  Care  of 
ourfelves ;  for  it  would  be  Madnefs  in  us  to  ruin  our 
Poflerity  for  the  Sake  of  preferring  theirs. 

4  To  conclude,  Sir,  we  have  no  proper  Know- 
ledge, on  which  to  found  .the  Refoludon  propcfed, 
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Anno  175T.  and  all  the  Knowledge  we  have  muft  militate  ftrongly 
againft  it.  The  Speech  from  the  Throne  can  be  no 
Foundation  for  our  paffing  any  Compliments  upon 
pad  Meatuses  ;  becaufe  fuch  Speeches  always  have 
been,  and  always  ought  to  be,  by  this  Houfe,  looked 
en  as  the  Speeches  of  the  Minifters ;  and  we  know, 
that  Minifters  have  not  always  fuch  a  Uriel:  Regard  to 
Truth,  as  can  warrant  our  taking  the  real  State  of 
our  Affairs  from  the  Glofs  they  may  be  pleafed  to  put 
upon  them  ;  therefore  I  fhall  be  for  agreeing  to  the 
Amendment  propofed  by  my  noble  Friend.' 

The  next  Speech  was  that  made  by  Horatio  TValpole9 
fenior ;  the  Purport  of  which  was  as  follows. 
*  Mr.  Speaker, 
Wal-  c  The  Term  Servility  has,  I  find,  been  much  in-* 
f  ole,  &i<a  fifted  on  by  all  the  Gentlemen  who  oppofe  our  agree- 
ing to  the  Addrefs  propofed  ;  but,  in  my  Opinion, 
the  Truth  can  never  juftly  be  called  Servility  :  If  the 
Fa&  be  true,  the  expreffing  of  that  Fact,  though  in 
the  plaineft  Language,  can  never  be  faid  to  be  fer- 
vile ;  and  if  the  Compliment,  or  the  Fa£l,  upon 
which  it  is  founded,  be  falfe,  though  dreffed  up  in  the 
higheft  Metaphor  or  Allegory  that  can  be  invented  by 
the  moil  poetical  Fancy,  it  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
fervile  :  It  cannot  then,  indeed,  be  called  fulfome  5 
but  in  the  Language  of  Parliament  we  ought,  I  think, 
to  avoid  the  poetical  Stile,  as  much  as,  I  hope,  we 
always  fhall  do  the  fervile.  Upon  this  Principle  let  us 
examine  the  Expreffions  made  ufe  of  in  the  Addrefs 
propofed,  and  if  we  do,  we  fhall  find,  even  from  that 
Knowledge  which  every  Gentleman  of  any  Figure  in 
this  Country  muft  be  Mafter  of,  that  the  Fa&s  refer- 
red to  are  not  only  true,  but  that  they  deferve  what  is 
propofed  to  be  faid  of  them. 

c  Whatever  fome  Gentlemen  may  be  pleafed  to  fay. 
Sir,  of  the  prefent  Tranquillity,  I  believe,  there  is 
not  a  Gentleman  in  England,  efpecially  among  thofe 
concerned  in  Trade,  that  will  not  allow  it  to  be  bet- 
ter than  a  dangerous  and  expensive  War :  In  this 
Refpect  therefore  it  may  be  called  a  happy  Tranquil- 
lity'; confequently,  it  is  right  and  wife  in  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  endeavour  to  preferve  and  eftablifh  it ;  and 
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every  one  who  has  in  the  leaft  attended  to  our  late  Anno  1751, 
public  Tran i actions,  muft  know,  that  this  has  been 
his  Majefty's  conftant  and  unwearied  Endeavour  ever 
fince  the  Peace  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  Does  not  this, 
Sir,  deferve  the  warmeft  Acknowledgments  of  our 
Gratitude  ?  Can  it  be  Servility  to  declare  that  it  does  ? 
Is  there  any  thing  faid  of  our  late  Treaty  with  Spain , 
from  whence  an  Approbation  thereof  can  be  inferred, 
in  cafe,  upon  Enquiry,  it  mould  be  found  not  to  be 
fuch  an  one  as  has  been  reprefented  to  us  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's Speech  from  the  Throne  i  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  may 
we  not  freely  cenfure  it,  notwithftanding  any  thing 
now  propofed  to  be  faid  of  it  ?  Sir,  we  may  cenfure 
not  only  the  Treaty  and  the  Negotiators  of  it,  but 
thofe  alfo  who  advifed  his  Majefty  to  reprefent  it  in 
fuch  a  Light  to  us.  On  the  other  hand,  mould  the 
Account  we  have  of  it  be  exactly  true,  as  I  am  con- 
vinced it  is  j  and  mould  there  be  good  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  his  prefent  Catholic  Majefty  is  fo  juft  to 
his  own  People,  as  to  be  well  inclined  towards  this 
Nation,  have  we  not  Caufe  to  rejoice  ?  Can  any 
Englifmnan,  who  understands  the  true  Intereft  of  this 
Kingdom,  refufe  to  congratulate  his  Country,  as  well 
as  his  Sovereign,  upon  fuch  a  happy  Turn  in  the  Dif- 
pofition  of  the  Court  of  Spain  ? 

6  This,  Sir,  is  a  Turn,  which  we  could  never 
have  expected  during  the  Life  of  the  late  King  of 
Spain,  nor  would  he  ever  have  agreed  to  fuch  a 
Treaty :  He  had  always  a  View  of  fucceeding  to  the 
Crown  of  France,  and  was  therefore  always  influenced 
by  French  Councils.  Befides,  his  Meafures  were  all 
governed  by  his  Parmefan  Queen,  who  never  bore  any 
Good-will  to  this  Country,  fince  we  defeated  her  fa- 
vourite Project  of  driving  the  Auftrians  out  of  Italy  ; 
and  whilft  fhe  entertained  fuch  a  Project,  and  the 
King  her  Huiband  had  fuch  a  View,  we  could  never 
hope  for  any  true  Friendfhip  with  the  Court  of  Spain 9 
becaufe  by  this  Means  they  were  both  led  into  a  De- 
pendence on  France,  notwithftanding  its  being  fo  in- 
confiftent  with  the  true  Intereft  of  their  own  King- 
dom, though  not  now  near  fo  inconfiftent  as  it  was 
formerly  ;  for  whilft  the  Spaniards  were  in  PofTeffion 
of  the  Netherlands  and  a  great  Part  of  Italy  y  they  were 

O  4  'under 


[       2G0      ] 

£nao  1751.  under  a  Neccffity  to  court  the  Friendship  of  this  Na- 
tion, for  defending  them*  againft  the  French^  who  were 
continually  forming  Projects  for  wrefting  fome  of 
tnofe  Dominions  from  them  ;  but  by  the  infamous 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  the  Crown  of  Spain  was  at  once 
ftript  of  all  thofe  Dominions,  which  were  given  to 
the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  \  and  this  not  only  put  an  End 
to  the  Jealoufy  which  the  Court  of  Spain  had  always 
before  entertained  of  France,  but  laid  a  Foundation 
for  a  lafting  Conteft  between  them  and  the  Houfe  of 
j&uftria. 

c  However,  Sir,  it  is  ftill  the  Intereft  both  of  Spain 
and  of  this  Nation,  to  be  well  with  one  another,  both 
©n  Account  of  Trade3  and  on  Account  of  our  re- 
fpeftive  Dominions  in  America.  As  to  Trade,  a  free 
Intercourfe  is  certainly  advantageous  to  both  Nations; 
for  we  have  always  got  at  leaft  450,000/.  annually, 
upon  the  Balance  of  Our  Trade  with  Spain  ;  and  there 
is  no  Nation  in  the  World  that  takes  off  and  con- 
fumes  fo  much  of  the  native  Produce  of  Spain  as  this 
Nation  does.  With  raqft  other  Nations,  efpecially  in 
their  Trade  with  France,  they  muft  pay  ready  Money 
for  all  they  take,  without  having  thereby  any  Vent  for 
their  native  Produce  5  but  in  their  Trade  with  this 
Country,  they  pay  only  the  fmall  Balance  I  have 
mentioned,  and  they  thereby  find  a  good  Market  for 
almoft  all  the  native  Produce  they  can  fpare.  This 
fhews  the  Wifdom  of  our  prohibiting  the  Importation 
of  any  Spanijh  Commodities,  a  very  few  excepted, 
during  the  late  War;  for  the  Want  of  thefe  Things 
was  of  very  little  Inconvenience  to  us,  but  all  the 
Grandees  of  Spain,  or  what  we  call  the  landed  Inte- 
reft, were  by  that  Prohibition  almoft  ruined,  as  they 
could  no  where  elfe  find  a  foreign  Market  for  any  of 
the  Produce  of  their  Eftates,  and  their  home  Con- 
fumption  was  not  near  fufficient'for  taking  oft  all  that 
was  brought  to  Market. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  our  refpective  Pofleffions  in 
America,  it  is  not  the  Intereft  of  either  Nation  to  en- 
croach upon  the  other's  Poliefiions ;  and  though  it  is 
the  Intereft  of  the  Court  of  Spain  to  prevent  a  fmug- 
gling  Trade,  yet  a  Trade  by  licenfed  Ships  with  our 
Colonies  is.  fometimes   neceiTary  for  the  Support  of 
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theirs,  and  at  all  Times  very  convenient  for  ours.  An  Anr*o  '751- 
Litercourfe  of  Trade,  even  in  that  Country,  is  there- 
fore ufeful  to  both,  and  both  of  us  have  great  Reafon 
to  be  jealous  of  the  French,  who  are  daily  endeavouring 
to  encroach  upon  the  Spaniards  as  v/ell  as  upon  us. 
Nay,  they  have  of  late  Years  poffeiTed  themfelves  of 
the  greateft  Part  of  Hifpaniola,  which  is  the  chief  and 
the  bell  Ifiand  belonging  to  Spain  in  that  Part  of  the 
World.  Therefore,  if  the  Spaniards  would  unbiaf- 
fedly  confider  their  real  Intereft,  and  clofely  adhere  to 
it,  they  would  lay  afide  all  Thoughts  of  recovering 
their  former  PofTeffions  either  in  Italy  or  the  Nether- 
lands^ and  cultivate  a  conftant  Friendfhip  both  with 
this  Nation  and  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  in  order  tQ 
guard  againft  France,  which  is  the  Nation  that  can 
moft  fenfibly  hurt  them,  and  the  only  Nation  that 
can  of  it(t\f  incline  to  hurt  them,  either  in  Europe  or 
America.  This  I  will  maintain,  Sir,  to  be  the  true 
Intereft  of  Spain  ;  and  the  Treaty  they  have  lately 
concluded  with  us,  gives  me  Hopes,  that  they  now 
begin  to  fee  their  true  Intereft,  and  that  the  Affurances 
his  Catholic  Majefty  has  given  are  fincere  -,  confe- 
quently,  I  muft  think,  that  no  Objection  ought  to 
be  made  againft  this  Part  of  the  Addrefs  propofed. 

*  Thefe  are  my  Hopes,  Sir,  and  if  thefe  Hopes 
appear  to  be  well-founded,  we  have  not  much  to  fear 
from  any  Event,  that  may  hereafter  threaten  Europe 
with  a  War ;  but  how  any  Gentleman  can  fuppofe, 
that  thefe  Events  are  unknown,  I  cannot  imagine. 
Sir,  they  are  known,  I  believe,  at  every  Coffee-Houfe 
in  London  :  The  only  two  Events,  that,  in  all  human 
Appearance,  can  for  many  Years  tend  to  involve 
Europe  in  a  War,  are,  the  Re-eftablifhment  of  defpo- 
tic  Power  in  Sweden,  and  the  Death  of  the  prefent 
Emperor  of  Germany  before  the  Election  of  a  King  of 
the  Romans ;  for  if  neither  of  thefe  happen,  the  Am- 
bition of  France  can  have  no  folid  Ground  to  work  on, 
nor  will  that  Nation  venture  to  attack  or  openly  en- 
croach upon  any  of  its  Neighbours,  efpecially  if  the 
Spanijb  Nation  mould  open  its  Eyes,  and  begin  to  cul- 
tivate a  thorough  Friendfhip  with  Great-Britain  and 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria.  Thefe  are,  therefore,  the  only 
two  Events  that  are  to  be  guarded  againft,  and  how 

are 


[  202  ] 
Anno  X751.  are  they  to  be  guarded  againft  ?  As  to  Sweden,  cer- 
tainly the  bell  Method  is  to  propagate  a  juft  Senfe  of 
Liberty  among  the  People  of  that  Kingdom,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  Army;  and,  in  Conjunction  with  Rjijjla, 
to  allure  the  Patriots  of  that  Country  a  prefent  Sup- 
port, in  cafe  their  Liberties  mould  be  openly  attacked 
or  fecretly  undermined.  I  do  not  mean  by  Patriots, 
Sir,  thofe  who  have  Liberty  in  their  Mouths,  and  no- 
thing but  Ambition  or  Refentment  at  their  Hearts  ; 
I  mean  thofe  who  fubmit  quietly  to  an  eftablifhed  free 
Government,  whilft  nothing  is  attempted  contrary  to 
Law  ;  but  are  ready  to  draw  their  Swords,  as  well  as 
open  their  Mouths,  as  foon  as  they  think  their  happy 
Eflablimment  in  any  real  Danger.  Of  this  Kind, 
I  hope,  there  are  Multitudes  in  Szveden;  and  every 
one  knows,  that  his  Majefty,  in  Conjunction  with 
RuJJia,  has  omitted  nothing  that  might  tend  to  increafe 
their  Number. 

6  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Emperor's  Death, 
before  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  is  there 
any  thing  more  certain  than  that  the  beft  Way  to 
guard  againft  the  Confequence  of  that  fatal  Accid.ent5 
is  to  bring  on  that  Election  as  foon  as  poifible  ?  Sup- 
pofe  the  Perfon  propofed  to  be  chofen  to  be  an  Infant, 
yet  even  the  Choice  of  fuch  a  Perfon  would  prevent 
an  inteftine  War  in  Germany,  or  at  leaft  render  every 
Prince  of  the  Empire  that  oppofed  his  being  fet  upon 
the  Imperial  Throne,  guilty  of  High  Treafon,  and 
liable  to  forfeit  all  the  PoiTeffions  and  Dignities  that 
belong  to  them  in  the  Empire ;  which  is  a  Crime  and 
a  Forfeiture  they  are  never  expofed  to  by  oppofmg, 
even  by  Force  of  Arms,  a  new  Election,  or  a  difputed 
Election.  The  Choice  therefore  even  of  an  Infant 
for  King  of  the  Rowans,  would  be  a  great  Security 
againft  any  interline  War  in  Germany,  in  cafe  of  the 
Death  of  the  prefent  Emperor;  and  from  Experience, 
as  well  as  Reafon,  we  miift  conclude,  that  France  will 
always  be  cautious  of  fending  any  of  her  Armies  into 
Germany,  u-nlefs  file  is  fure  of  being  fupported  by  foms 
of  the  Members  of  that  formidable  Body.  As  to  the 
Difficulty  of  fettling  the  Guardianfhip  and  Regency,  in 
cafe  a  Minor  fhould  be  chofen  King  of  the  Romans,  I 
believe,  it  will  be  eafy  to  fettle  that  and  every  other 
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Life  of  the  prefent  Emperor  3  but  mould  it  be  delayed 
till  after  his  Death,  I  am  perfuaded,  no  Settlement  of 
any  Kind  could  be  made  without  an  interline  War  in 
Germany,  which  would  give  the  French  a  new  Oppor- 
tunity of  fpreading  the  Flames  of  War  all  over 
Europe,  and,  probably,  by  fending  the  young  Pre- 
tender hither,  of  extending  again  the  Conflagration 
even  to  the  Bowels  of  this  Country ;  for  if  that  young 
Spark  lives,  I  believe,  he  will  refule  no  Opportunity, 
however  dangerous,  of  vindicating  what  he  impu- 
dently calls  a  Right  derived  to  him  from  his  An- 
ceftors. 

6  Thus,  Sir,  it  muft  appear  evident  to  every  Gerr* 
tleman  who  does  not  wilfully  fhut  his  Eyes,  that  the 
fpeedy  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  or  the  en- 
gaging as  many  as  pofiible  of  the  Electors  to  concur 
with  his  Majefty  in  that  Election,  in  cafe  the  prefent 
Emperor  mould  unfortunately  die  before  it  can  be 
brought  about :  I  fay,  this  muft  evidently  appear  to  be 
the  fureft  Foundation,  upon  which  the  prefent  happy 
Tranquillity  can  be  eftablifhed,  and  the  beft  Method 
for  preventing  that  Event,  which  would  unavoidably 
involve  Europe  again  in  the  Calamities  of  War;  and  our 
late  Treaty  with  Bavaria  muft  certainly  be  allowed  to 
be  a  mofc  necenary  Step  towards  attaining  this  defirable 
End,  efpecially  if  we  confider  that  the  Bavarian  Fa- 
mily has  long  been  engaged  in  an  Intereft  oppofite  to 
that  of  the  Houfe  of  Juflria,  and  Is  a  Family  of  great 
Confequence  in  Germany,  by  being;,  according  to  its 
Conilitation,  one  of  the  Vicars  of  the  Empire,  in 
cafe  of  an  Interregnum,  and,  confequently,  would  have 
a  Right  to  a  Share  of  the  Regency,  in  cafe  of  a  Mi- 
nority. Our  gaining  that  Prince  is  therefore  not  only 
a  great,  but  a  double  Advantage,  as  it  is  gaining  a 
moil  ufefu]  Friend  to  ourfelves,  and  drawing  oft  from 
the  common  Enemy  a  Friend  that  has  been,  and  might 
ftill  be  of  great  Service  to  him ;  confequently,  it  is 
hardly  poiTible  to  conceive,  how  our  Treaty  with  that 
Prince  can  be  a  bad  one,  or  how  it  can  produce  any 
untoward  Effect.  But,  faid  the  Noble  Lord,  our 
making  fuch  a  Stir  by  thus  engaging  in  new  Treatiesv 
and  granting  new  Subfidies,  will  put  our  natural  Ene- 
mies 
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Anno  175J.  mies  upon  forming  new  Alliances  likewife.  Sir,  can, 
we  fuppofe,  that  our  natural  Enemies  will  ever  be  at 
Reft,  or  ceafe  their  Endeavours  to  breed  Difturbances 
in  Europe^  especially  in  Germany  f  It  is  their  Buiinefs. 
to  fov/  DifTenfions  among  the  Princes  of  that  Em- 
pire :  It  is  ours  to  preferve  Concord  and  Unanimity 
among  the  feveral  Members  of  that  powerful  Body  ; 
and  fhould  we  neglect  our  Duty,  we  may  depend  upon 
it,  that  our  natural  Enemies  will  never  be  deficient  in 
theirs  :  Confequently,  an  exact  Performance  of  our 
Duty  may  prevent  the  Succefs  of  their  Attempts,  but 
can  add  nothing  to  their  Diligence  in  attempting  ; 
and,  for  as  remote  as  Spain  is  from  Germany^  yet  a 
thorough  Reconciliations  and  good  Correfpondence 
between  .the  Courts  of  Madrid^  Vienna^  and  London^ 
would  contribute  greatly  toward  rendering  ineffectual 
all  Attempts  to  raife  an  interline  War  in  Germany^  as 
it  would  render  it  much  more  dangerous  for  any  of 
the  Princes  thereof  to  tranfgrefs  the  Laws  of  the  Em- 
pire, which  have  provided  a  legal  Method  for  termi- 
nating all  Difputes  among  themlelves,  without  having 
Recourfe  to  Arms.    , 

5  This,  Sir,  among  many  others,  is  a  good  Reafon 
for  our  endeavouring,  by  all  Means,  to  put  an  End 
to  every  Difpute  we  have  with  Spain  ;  and  if  we 
fhould  recede  a  little  from  what  we  may  juftly  pretend 
to,  it  would,  in  my  Opinion,  be  the  Height  of  Wif- 
dom  ;  for  I  am  convinced,  it  would  be  better  for  us 
to  yield  in  many  Points  to  Spain^  than  to  be  obliged 
to  yield  in  any  one  to  France.  If  this  had  been  well 
considered  ten  or  a  dozen  Years  ago,  there  would 
not  have  been  fuch  an  Outcry  raifed  againft  the  Con- 
vention then  concluded  with  Spain  ,  but  Time  and 
Experience  have  lince  opened  our  Eyes,  and  corrected 
our  Judgment;  for  I  believe,  there  are  now  ninety - 
nine  out  of  an  hundred,  who  wifh  that  the  Plan  of 
that  Convention  had  been  purfued,  and  the  War  be- 
tween the  two  Nations  prevented,  which  has  given 
the  French  fuch  an  Opportunity  to  rivet  themfelves  in 
all  the  Branches  of  the  Trade  with  Spain.  And  how 
our  Affiento  Contract  fhould  now  be  deemed  fuch  an 
advantageous  Bargain,  I  cannot  comprehend ;  for  the 
Negro-Trade    was   always  thought    an    unprofitable: 

Trade, 
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'Trade,  which  in  the  very  Treaty  itfelf  is  afligned  as  Anno  1751 
the  Reafon  for  giving  us  an  annual  Ship ;  and  I  very  * 
well  remember  fince  that  Ship  was  reprefented  as  a 
very  great  Inconvenience  to  this  Nation,  as  the  Spa- 
niards had  thereby  always  in  their  Hands  a  Security 
for  our  good  Behaviour,  which  prevented  our  fhewing 
a  due  Refentment,  when  they  delayed  doing  us  Juftice 
with  regard  to  any  Difpute  that  happened  between  the 
two  Nations. 

4  In  order  to  {hew,  Sir,  that  the  prefent  is  not  to 
be  called  a  happy  Tranquillity,  the  Gentlemen  who 
oppofe  this  Motion,  have  inconfiderately  been  led  into 
a  moft  terrible  Reprefentation  of  the  Encroachments 
now  making  upon  us  by  the  French ,  both  in  the  JVeft- 
Indies  and   in  North- America :    I  fay,  inconfideratelv, 
becaufe  it  is  the  ftrongeft  Argument  that  can  be  made 
ufe  of  in  favour  of  our  late  Treaties  with  Spain  and 
"Bavaria,  and  in  favour  of  the  Addrefs  propofed.     If 
thofe  Encroachments  be  fuch  as  mayjuftify  a  War  be- 
tween the  two  Nations,  furely,  we  fnould  neglect  no- 
thing that  may  contribute  towards  convincing  France^ 
that  fhe  will,  probably,  have  the  worft  of  it  in  cafe 
of  fuch  a  War ;  and  is  there  any  thing  more  proper 
for  this  Purpofe,    than  our  fhewing  that  there  is  a 
perfect.  Concord  between  his  Majeity  and  his  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  we  have  an  entire  Confidence  in  the 
Wifdom  of   0111*  Sovereign,    or,    if  you  plcafe,    the 
Wifdom    of  the  Minifters  he  thinks   fit  to  employ. 
For  this  Reafon  we  mould,  upon  the  prefent  Occa- 
fion,  be  more  complaifant  than  ufual,  initeadof  being 
lefs  fo ;  and  if  France  finds  that  there  is   a  thorough 
Reconciliation  between  us  and  Spain,  and  that  there 
is  no  Probability  of  her  being  able  to  raife  any  Diftur- 
bances  in  Germany,  fhe  will  certainly  be  wife  enough 
to  give  up  all  her  Encroachments,  rather  than  pro- 
voke a  War,  in  which  fhe  muft  ftand  fingle  and  alone 
againft  the  greateft  Part  of  Europe. 

6  I  hope,  I  have  now  fhewn,  Sir,  that  even  from 
the  Knowledge,  which  every'  Gentleman  muft  have 
of  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  Europe,  we  could  not 
refufe  an  exprefs  Approbation  both  of  the  late  Treaty 
with  Spain,  and  of  that  with  Bavaria,  were  fuch  an  Ap- 
probation defired  by  the  Addrefs  now  propofed j  but 

as 


Anno  1751.  as  no  fuch  Thing  is  defired,  as  wc  are  not  denied  to 
^-— y~ — **  promtfe  to  make  good  any  Engagements,  but  fuch  as 
mall  appear  to  us  to  be  for  the  public  Good,  as  the 
Addrefs  propofed  requires  nothing  more  than  a  duti- 
ful and  complaifant  R.eturn  to  his  Majeity's  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  as  our  prefent  Difputes  with 
France,  as  well  as  many  other  Circumfcances,  render 
it  prudent  for  us  to  be  as  complaifant  to  our  Sovereign, 
and  as  unanimous  among-fr  ourfelves,  as  poinble,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  Reafon  for  any  Amendment ; 
therefore,  I  hope,  the  Noble  Lord  will  withdraw  his 
Motion,  that  the  Addrefs  propofed  may  ftand  upon 
our  Journals,  with  a  nemim  contradicenie' 

The  next  who  (poke  in  this  Debate ,  was  Sir  jobn~ 
Hynde  Cotton*  whofe  Speech  was  to  this  Effect. 
c  Mr,  Speaker,. 
Sir  John-Hynde     *  When  we   talk  of  Servility"  of  Expremon,    we 
Cotton.  ought  to  confide*  the  Perfons  who  are  to  judge  of  it, 

as  well  as  the  Perfons  who  fpeak  ;  and  if  we  do,  we 
mult,  admit  that  even  the  Truth  may  be  expreffed  in  a 
fervile  Manner,  and  that  the  highefl  Favour  that  can 
be  conferred  may  be  acknowledged  in  fuch  furfeiting 
Terms,  as  no  Gentleman  would  make  ufe  of,  nor 
any  Man  of  Tafte  receive,  without  a  fevere  Rebuke. 
A  fubmiffive  Sort  of  Language,  that  would  be  but  a 
due  Refpect.  from  a  low  Sort  of  Servant  to  hisMafter,, 
would  be  in  the  highefl  Degree  mean  and  fervile,  if 
made  ufe  of  by  one  Gentleman  to  another,  or  even  by 
a  Subject  of  any  Rank  to  his  Sovereign.  And  with 
refpect  to  the  People  that  are  to  judge  of  the  Expref- 
lion, a  Sort  of  Language  to  our  Sovereign,  which  by 
the  People  of  France  would  be  deemed  loyal  and  duti- 
ful, would  by  the  People  of  England  be  deemed  low 
and  fervile,  if  they  have  any  thing  left  in  them  of 
that  noble  and  great  Spirit,  which  animated  the  Bread 
and  directed  the  Tongue  of  their  Ancestors. - 

f  From  the  whole  Tenor  of  this  Addrefs,  Sir,  I 
am  convinced,  that  it  was  originally  the  Draught  of 
our  Minifters :  They  call  themfelves  the  Servants  of 
the  Crown ;  and  I  find  their  Stile  of  Language  to  their 
Sovereign  is  much  the  fame  with  that  which  a  menial 
and  mercenary  Servant  would  make  ufe  of  to  his 
5  Mafej 
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Mafter  ;  but  they  fhould  confider,  that  as  Members  Anno  tyfa 
of  this  Houfe,  they  are  not  the  Servants,  but  the  Sub- 
jects of  the  Crown,  and  that  as  fuch  they  fhould  talk 
to  the  King,  not  as  flavifh  and  fycophant  Frenchmen^ 
but  as  free-born  and  fincere  E?iglijh?nen  \  for  I  had  ra- 
ther that  all  France  fhould  look  upon  our  Addrefs  as 
difrefpectful,  than  that  any  one  Englijlmian  fhould 
think  it  fervile  and  fawning.  It  is  the  Opinion  of 
our  own  Countrymen  only  that  we  are  to  regard,  and 
if  I  have  any  Knowledge  of  the  Temper  and  Man- 
ners of  my  Countrymen,  I  muft.  conclude,  that  every 
Man  in  England  who  is  not  a  Servant  of  the  Crown, 
will  look  upon  this  Addrefs  as  inconfiirent  with  the 
Dignity,  and  beneath  the  Character  of  this  auguft 
Aftembly. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  if  I  had  no  other,  I  fhould 
be  againft  our  agreeing  to  the  Addrefs  propofed ;  buC 
I  have  many  other  Reafons  ;  for,  from  all  the  Know- 
ledge I  as  yet  have,  I  muft  difapprove  of  every  foreign 
Meafure  mentioned  or  referred  to  therein.  Let  the 
prefent  Tranquillity  of  Europe  be  what  it  will,  I  think 
we  have  no  Bufinefs  to  trouble  our  Heads  about  pre- 
ferving  it,  as  long  as  we  can  preferve  our  own  :  We 
have  never  been  in  Quiet,  or  without  a  monftrous 
Expence,  fince  we  took  it  in  our  Heads  to  be  both 
the  War-makers  and  Peace-nrefervers  of  Europe ;  and 
it  will  always  be  the  fame,  whilft  we  puriue  that 
Chimera.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lafc,  has 
found  out  an  Objection  to  the  infamous  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  as  he  calls  it,  which  I  never  heard  before  : 
He  fays5  that  Spain  has  net  now  Co  much  Reafon  to 
be  jealous  of  France,  or  to  court  the  Friendlhip  of 
this  Country,  as  (he  had  when  poiTefTed  of  her  Domi- 
nions in  Italy  and  the  Netherlands,  which  me  was  flript 
of  by  that  Treaty.  Whatever  that  Gentleman  may 
think  new  of  that  Treaty,  I  am  fare,  that  was  none 
of  the  Reafons  why  he  and-  his  Friends  eppofed  it  fo 
much  at  the  Time  it  was  concluded  ;  and  I  mail 
readily  agree  with  him,  that  after  the  Death  of  Lev/is 
XiV.  and  the  feizing  of  the  Regency  by  the  Duke  cf 
Orleans ',  which  effectually  divided  Fra?ice  and  Spain, 
we  had  no  Bufinefs  to  oppofe  Spain's  recovering  what 
flie  formerly  pofTefied  in  both  thofe  Countries  i  but 

then 
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,Anno  i7$r.  then  now  will  he  anfwer  for  our  defenfive  Alliance 
with  the  Emperor  in  the  Year  17 16,  which  was  the 
original  and  true  Caufe  of  all  the  Broils  we  have  fince 
had  with  Spain  ?  How  will  he  anfwer  for  the  Quadruple 
Alliance,  and  many  other  Treaties  and  Conventions 
negotiated  by  him  and  his  Friends  fince  that  Time  ; 
all  of  which  had  the  Uti  pofjideiis  for  their  chief  Aim,- 
and  fome  of  which  coft.  this  Nation  infinite  Sums  of 
Money  ? 

c  But,  Sir,  there  is  a  very  great  Difference  between 
our  not  oppofing  Spams  recovering  her  PoiTeilions  in 
Italy  and  the  Netherlands^  and  our  yielding  to  her  our 
own  Rights  and  PofTefiions  ;  yet  this  we  have  evi- 
dently done  by  the  late  Treaty,  according  to  all  the 
Accounts  we  have  of  it.  Before  the  late  Treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle  we  had  a  Right  to  ten  or  a  dozen 
Years  in  the  Ailiento  Contract  and  annual  Ship,  be- 
caufe  of  the  Interruptions  Spain  had  given  to  our  en- 
joying that  Contract :  By  that  Treaty,  which  many 
People  think  more  infamous  than  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
we  gave  up  all  but  four  Years  ;  and  now  by  this  laft 
Treaty  we  have  given  up  that  too,  and  alfo  our  Right 
to  Reparation  for  the  many  Depredations  committed 
in  Time  of  Peace  upon  our  South-Sea  Company  and 
Merchants,  and  all  for  the  poor  Consideration  of 
100,000  /.  And  what  is  of  much  more  Confequence,- 
we  have  tacitly  given  up  our  Right  to  a  free  Naviga- 
tion in  the  American  Seas  ;  for  fuppofe  that  a  Confir- 
mation of  Treaties  fhould  in  Engli/b  mean  a  Confir- 
mation of  that  Right,  I  am  very  fure,  that  in  Spanijh 
it  will  mean  the  very  reverfe  5  and  the  Misfortune  is,- 
that  the  Spanijh  Meaning  is  moft  confonant  to  Reafon 
and  the  Nature  of  Things.  Our  Right  to  a  free 
Navigation  is  not  founded  on  Treaty  :-  It  is  founded 
on  the  Law  of  Nations  ;  but  the  Spaniards  fay,  we 
have  by  Treaty  given  up  that  Right,  fo  far  as  is  ne^ 
cefiary  for  preventing  a  contraband  Trade  with  their 
Settlements  \  therefore  a  Confirmation  of  former 
Treaties  mufl  be  underftood  to  be  a  Confirmation  of 
the  Right  they  have  acquired  by  Treaty,  but  can  never 
be  underftood  as  a  Confirmation  of  our  Right  which 
is  not  founded  upon  any  Treaty, 

«  For 
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8  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  we  ought  not,  according   Antio  17$*, 
to  the  Advice  of  Parliament,  to  have  concluded  any 
Treaty  with  Spain,  without  an  exprefs  Acknowledge- 
ment of  our  Right  to  a  free  Navigation  in  the  open 
Seas  of  America;   for  it  was    not   Youthfulnefs    that 
made  me  concur  in  that  Advice,  and  the  older  I  grow, 
I  am  the  more  convinced  that  I  was  right  5  which 
perhaps  may  be  Owing  to  my  being  ftill  on  the  fame 
Side  of  the  Houfe  I  was  on  at  that  Time.     That  there 
is  no  fuch  Acknowledgment  in  this  late  Treaty,  I  arri 
well  convinced,  becaufe,  if  there  had,  I  am  very  fure, 
his  Majefty  would  not  have  neglected  to  have  men- 
tioned it  in  his  Speech  from  the  TErbne ;  and  as  there 
is    no  fuch  Acknowledgment,    inftead  of  congratu- 
lating his  Majefty,  Imuft  condole  with  my  Country., 
on  the  Conclufion  of  this  Treaty  with  the  Kins;  of 
Spain.     The   Hon,  Gentleman  fays,   it  is  better    to 
yield  in  feveral  Points  to  Spain,  than  in  any  one  to 
France.     What  Occafion  have  v/e,  Sir,  to  yield    in 
any  material  Point  to  either  ?  If  we  once  beg' 11,  there 
is    no  End  of  yielding.     We    muft   next   yield    up 
Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon :  Then  we  mull:  yield  up 
our  Settlements  upon  the  Mufqueto  Shore  in  America* 
and  our  Right  to  cut  Logwood  in  the  Bays  of  Hon- 
duras  and  Campechey :    After  that  we   muft  yield  up 
Jamaica  and  the  Bahama  Iflands  ;  and  laft  of  all,  if 
there  can  be  a  laft  in  yielding,  we  muft  yield  up  our 
Provinces  of  Georgia  and  South-Carolina ;  for  all  thefe 
the  Spaniards  now  claim  a  Right  to  5.  and,  for  what  I 
knowj  they  may  then  begin  to  lay  to  all  our 

Plantations  in  America.     And  all  thefe  Conceptions  We 
muft  make,  Sir,  for  the  Sake  of  getting 
With  us   in  preferving  the  Tranquillity  of  Gen: 
befides   bribing  the  Princes  thereof  not  to  cut   the 
Throats  of  one  another. 

c  Sir,  we  all  know,  that  our  Money  has  afwajrg 
4iad  great  Weight  in  Germany ;  but  if  we  ever  think 
of  extricating  this  Nation  from  the  Debts  and  Taxes 
it  groans  under,  we  muft  conclude,  that  v/e  have  no 
more  of  that  Weight  to  beftow  ;  and  thefe  Subndy 
Treaties,  of  which  this  with  Bavaria  is  but  the  firft^ 
Will  very  probably  furnim  France  with  a  Pretence  to 
interfere  more  ooenly  in  the  Affairs  of  Germany  than 
.     Vol.  IV.  P  &e 
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Anno  1751.  me  does  at  prefent.  We  may  remember,  that  ouf 
calling  for  the  Danifb  Troops  juft  then  taken  into  our 
Pay,  and  their  marching  towards  Hanover,  furnifhed 
Prance  with  a  Pretence  for  pouring  her  Armies  into 
Germany  9  which,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  miraculous 
Intervention  of  Providence,  would  have  entirely 
ruined  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria.  I  mall  not  fay  that 
France,  after  ihe  had  procured  an  Alliance  with  Pruf- 
Jta,  would  not  otherwife  have  fent  her  Armies  into 
Germany ;  but  our  beginning  to  bring  foreign  Troops 
Into  that  Country,  gave  her  a  Pretence,  which  im* 
pofed  upon  many  of  the  Princes  of  Germany,  and  pre- 
vented their  refenting  this  Invafion  of  their  Country* 
We  know  that  France  is  one  of  the  Guarantees  of  the 
Treaty  of  Wefiphalla,  and  confequently  of  the  Liber- 
ties and  Constitution  of  the  German  Empire  :  Our 
thus  giving  Subfidies  to  the  Electors,  may  furnifh 
her  with  a  Pretence,  that  we  are  going  to  opprefs  the 
Liberties  of  Germany,  by  Means  of  Bribery  and  Cor- 
ruption ;  and  that  me  is  obliged  to  take  upon  her  the 
Defence  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Germanic  Body  againft 
Such  fcandaldus  Attempts* 

4  I  am,  therefore,  of  Opinion,  Sir,  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  we 
ought  to  have  left  the  German  Princes  entirely  to  them- 
felves :  In  common  Prudence  we  ought  not  to  have 
openly  intermeddled,  especially  by  that  of  granting 
Subfidies ;  becaufe  it  will  render  the  Election  con- 
tefted,  mould  we  Succeed  in  our  Project ;  and  as  little 
do  I  think,  that  we  ought  to  intermeddle  in  the  do- 
-meftic  Affairs  of  Sweden.  I  hope  his  Majefty  no  way- 
concurred  in  that  Menage  or  Memorial  lately  fent  by 
the  Ruffian  Court  to  that  of  Sweden  ,  for  Such  a  Mef- 
fage  I  think  fufficient  to  provoke  the  Swedes  to  throw 
themfelves  again  under  defpotic  Power,  had  they  other- 
wife  no  Inclination  to  do  So.  If  France  mould  fend 
fuch  a  Mefiage  to  this  Court,  threatening  us  with  aA 
Attack,  in  cafe  we  mould  attempt  to  veil  our  Sovereign 
with  abfolute  Power,  it  would  with  me  be  a  prevailing 
Argument  to  co-operate  in  fuch  a  Defign,  not  only 
out  of  Refentment,  but  becaufe  I  mould  from  thence 
conclude,  that  an  abfolute  Government  would  render 
ms  more  formidable  to  £hat  Nation  and  more  capable 
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ib  defend  ourfelves  againft  its  Attacks^  than  the  Go- 
vernment we  now  live  under. 

c  But,  Sir,  the  untimely  Death  of  the  Emperor^ 
or  the  Eitablimment  of  defpo'tic  Power  in  Sweden, 
are  not  the  only  Events  that  may  involve  Europe,  in  the 
Calamities  of  War :  The  Death  of  the  King  of 
Poland,  an  Attack  from  the  Turks  either  upon  RuJJia 
or  Hungary -,  or  even  the  Difputes  we  have  with 
France,  may  have  the  fame  Effect.  I  could  mention 
ieveral  others  :  It  is  impombie  to  guard  againft  them 
all ;  therefore  the  wifeft  Courfe  we  can  take,  is  to  fave 
as  much  Money  as  we  can  during  the  Tranquillity, 
iet  it  be  happy  or  no,  which  we  enjoy,  in  order  to  pay 
off  as  much  as  we  can  of  the  National  Debt,  that  in 
cafe  any  new  War  mould  happen,  we  may,  if  necef- 
fary,  engage  in  it  with  frefh  Credit ;  for  to  the  Joy 
of  all  Ufurers,  it  may  be  forefeen,  that  every  future 
War  we  engage  in,  muft  be  carried  on  upon  Credit, 
and  not  by  the  annual  Supplies,  becaufe  of  thefe, 
without  opprefiing  the  landed  Intereft,  we  have  hardly 
enough  left  to  fupport  our  Government  in  Time  of 
Peace. 

c  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  Gentlemen  muft  fee, 
that  according  to  my  Way  of  thinking,  I  can  neither 
rnake  Acknowledgments  nor  Congratulations  '  upon 
any  of  our  late  Meafures  ;  and  I  am  fure,  no  Man 
who  recollects  the  Declarations  of  France  upon  the 
Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  can  exprefs  Hopes, 
much  lefs  well-grounded  Hopes,  from  any  Declarations 
that  Court  can  make  ;  and  moft  of  the  Courts  of 
Europe  now  begin  to  follow  their  Example.  Thus, 
Sir,  you  fee,  that  I  can  join  in  no  Part  of  what  has 
been  propofed  to  be  left  out,  by  the  Noble  Lord  who 
fpoke  firft  in  this  Debate ;  therefore,  I  hope,  and  am 
perfuaded,  he  will  infift  upon  his  Motion,  in  which 
he  fhall  have  my  hearty  Concurrence.' 

Thelaftwho  fpoke  upon  this  Occafion,  was  Samuel 
Martin,  Efq;  whefe  Speech  was  in  Subftance  as  follows. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  I  fhall  riot  trouble  you  much  with  the  Servility  o£Samue|  Martu^ 
ths  iVddrefs  propofed  :  All  I  mall  fay  upon  that  Sub-  Er'i> 
jecl:  is3  that  if  an  indigent  Author,  to  whom  I  had 

P  2  before 


t      212      ] 

Aono  175  j.  Wore  been  very  bountiful,  mould  dedicate  afeootc  to  m£ 
'  with  a  Dedication  fo  full  of  plain  and  fulfome  Flat- 
tery, I  mould  be  apt  to  tofs  his  Dedication  into  my 
Fire,  and  himfelf  out  at  my  Window ;  for  I  will 
maintain  it,  that  there  is  not  an  Epithet  made  ufe  of 
in  this  Addrefs,  but  what  is  notorioufiy  falfey  or  fucK 
an  one  as  we  have  no  Authority  to  make  ufe  of,  either 
from  Parliamentary  Knowledge,  or  any  other  Sort  of 
Knowledge  ;  for  I  muft  infill:  upon  it,  that  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  which  mull  always  by  us  beconfidered 
as  the  Speech  of  the  Minifter,  can  be  of  no  Authority 
for  us  to  give  a  laudative  Epithet  to  any  public  Trans- 
action. The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  Houfe,  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  th» 
prefent  Tranquillity  is  better  than  a  dangerous  and-' 
expenfive  War,  and  in  that  RefpecT:  may  be  called 
happy.  I  fhall  moft  readily  grant,  Sir,  that  any  Sort 
of  Tranquillity  is  better  than  fuch  an  ill-concerted 
and  worfe-condu£ted  War  as  the  laft  was ;  but  I 
muft  deny,  that  in  that  Refpecl:  .it  can  be  called  a 
happy  Tranquillity ;  for  then  every  Tranquillity  mufti 
be  a  happy  Tranquillity ;  but  furely  there  are  dif- 
ferent Sorts  of  Tranquillity,  and  can  we  call  the  pre- 
fent Tranquillity  happy,  when  we  know,  that  the 
Spaniards  are  every  Day  feizing  and  conftfcating  our 
Ships  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  the  French  carrying  on 
an  open  War  againft  our  Infant  Colony  of  Nova 
Scotia  ? 

*  This  therefore  is  an  Epithet  which  is  notorioufiy 
falfe;  and  though  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  Majefty's 
Application,  or  of  his  Judgment  as  to  the  Founda- 
tion on  which  the  prefent  Tranquillity  may  be  moil: 
Securely  eftablifhed  ;  yet  I  am  very  lure,  that  we  have 
Hot  Authority,  from  any  Sort  of  Knowledge,  to  fay^ 
that  the  Endeavours  of  his  Minifters  have  been  un- 
wearied, or  that  the  Foundation  they  have  chofen  if 
the  fureft.  Then  with  regard  to  the  Treaty  with 
Spain,  if  it  be  fuch  as  we  have  had  in  our  News- 
Papers,  and  I  have  fome  Reafon  to  believe  it  isj  I  am 
furprifed  how  any  Minifter  could  fay,  that  any  parti- 
cular Differences  between  the  two  Nations  have  bv 
this  Treaty  been  fettled,  unlefs  it  be  thofe  we  have 
tamely  given  up  ;  fax  befides  the  Amenta  Contract, 
3  -and 
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£nd  our  South-Sea  Company's  Demand  upon  the  King  Anno  175s. 
of  Spain?  there  is  no  Difference  fettled,  but  what  was 
before  fully  fettled  by  the  Treaty  in  17 15,  which 
Treaty  was,  I  hope,  confirmed  by  the  general  Treaty 
of  Jix-la-Chapelk ;  for  by  that  Treaty  in  17 15,  the 
fie  del  Far  do,  now  fo  much  boafted  of,  was  eftablifhed, 
and  our  Right  to  gather  Salt  in  the  Ifland  of  Tortugas 
was  acknowledged.  In  ihort,  there  is  no  one  parti- 
cular Difference  adjufted  by  this  new  Treaty,  but 
what  had  been  adjufted  by  the  former,  except  as  I 
have  faid,  the  Afiiento  Contract,  and  the  Debt  due  by 
Spain  to  our  South-Sea  Company,  both  which  we  have 
given  up  for  the  trifling  Sum  of  100,000/.  I  fay, 
trifling,  Sir ;  for  it  muft  be  deemed  fo,  when  we  con- 
sider the  Value  of  the  Company's  Demand,  and  that 
of  the  Affiento  Contract  even  for  the  four  Years.  I 
ihall  grant,  Sir,  that  in  the  laft  Article  of  the  Anient© 
Treaty  it  is  infinuated,  that  former  Amentifts  had 
fuftained  Loffes  ;  but  that  was  probably  inferted  as  an 
Excufe  to  the  Spanijh  Subjects  ;  for  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty's  granting  us  un  annual  Ship  ;  or  if  there  was 
any  real  Lofs,  it  might  have  arifen  from  the  Reftraint 
former  Affientifta  were  under,  as  to  the  Ports  or  Places 
where  they  were  to  import  and  vend  their  Negroes, 
whereas  our  Affiento  Company  were  exprefsly  freed 
from  any  fuch  Reftraint ;  and  we  can  hardly  fuppofe, 
that  the  Importers  could  be  Lofers,  when  they  could 
fell  their  Negroes  for  300  Pieces  of  Eight,  which  by 
the  Treaty  feems  to  be  the  loweft  Price  they  might 
.expect:,  and  it  was  ftipulated,  that  all  the  Duties  to  be 
paid  upon  Importation,  fhould  not  exceed  33  Pieces 
of  Eight  and  one  third.  Then  as  to  the  annual  Ship, 
I  fhall  grant,  that  from  the  pufillanimous  Conduct  of 
a  late  Minifter,  that  Ship  and  Trade  became  a'NuN 
fance  to  the  Nation  ;  but  if  we  had  taken  Care,  m 
our  Treaties  with  the  Court  of  Spain,  to  oblige  them 
to  make  full  Preparation  for  the  unjuft  Seizures  they 
made,  they  would  not  have  been  fo  ready  to  repeat 
them  upon  a  new  Rupture;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
the  national  Gain  upon  the  annual  Ship  alone,  would 
have  amounted  to  near  ioc,ooo/.  yearly,  and  conse- 
quently, that  it  would  have  been  well  worth  the  Na- 
tion's while  to  have  relumed  the  Trade,  though  there 
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Anno  1751,   was,  by  our  Conceilion  in  the  Treaty -of  Ah-la-Cba- 
pelle>  but  four  Years  remaining  of  the  Term. 

4  It  is  therefore  evident,  Sir,  that  we  mould  be  a 
little  more  fparing  in  our  Congratulations  upon  the 
Conclufion  of  this  Treaty  with  Spain,  which  to  me 
feems  calculated  for  nothing  but  to  amufe  the  Vulgar 
and  Ignorant :  And  I  can  fee  no  national  Reafon  for 
our  engaging  to  pay  any  Subfidy  to  the  Duke  of  Ba- 
varia ;  for  if  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans 
be  faid  to  be  the  Reafon,  if  that  be  the  lure  Foundation 
upon  which  the  prefent  Tranquillity  is  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed,  it  is  a  Foundation  we  muft  dig  for  at  a  vaft  Ex- 
pence,  and,  in  my  Opinion,  a  Foundation  we  mall 
never  find,  during  the  Life  of  the  prefent  Emperor  ; 
becaufe  by  one  of  the  Conftitutions  of  the  Empire  it 
is  exprefsly  declared,  that  no  fuch  Ele6tion  fhall  ever 
be  made  during  the  Life  of  the  then  reigning  Empe- 
ror, uniefs  it  be  unanimoufly  agreed  by  the  Electoral 
College,  that  fuch  an  Election  is  become  absolutely 
neceflfary  for  the  immediate  Safety  of  the  Empire ; 
and  this,  I  think,  we  may  be  allured  the  prefent  Elec- 
toral College  will  never  unanimoufly  agree  to :  The 
King  of  Pruffia  in  particular  has,  for  his  Part,  in  a 
manner  declared  againft  any  fuch  Election;  and  in  his 
Letter  upon  this  Subject  feems  to  refer  to  this  very 
Conflitution. 

6  But,  Sir,  fuppofing  it  poffible  that  fuch  an  una- 
nimous Refolution  of  the  Electoral  College  could  be 
obtained,  I  think,  that  our  granting  upon  that  Ac- 
count an  annual  Subfidy  to  any  one  of  the  Electoral 
College,  is  the  moft  effectual  Way  we  can  take  to  pre- 
vent it ;  for  if  we  grant  a  Subfidy  to  any  one,  every 
one  will  expect  the  fame,  and  will  refufe  his  Content 
until  he  has  obtained  it :  And  after  we  have  thus  taken 
the  whole  Electoral  College  into  our  Pay,  they  will 
all,  for  the  Sake  of  having  the  Subfidy  renewed  and 
continued,  put  off  the  Election,  until  after  the  Death 
of  the  prefent  Emperor ;  becaufe,  fhould  the  Election 
be  once  made,  our  Reafon  for  granting  thofe  Subfidies. 
muft  ceafe,  and  confequently  they  muft  expect  that 
our  Subfidies  will  ceafe  alio. 

c  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  can  no  way  applaud  the 
Wifdpm  or  Foreflght  of  granting  any  fuch  Subfidy ; 
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and  if  it  were  poftible  to  bring  on  an  Election  by  fuch  Anno  175 ?, 
Means,  it  would,  in  my  Opinion,  give  France  a.  juft 
Reafon  for  oppofing  it  by  Force  of  Arms;  becaufe,  by 
the  moll  fundamental  and  effential  Conftitution  of  the 
Empire,  the  Election  of  an  Emperor,  or  King  of  the 
Romans,  ought  to  be  free,  which  no  Election  can  be, 
that  is  directed  by  the  Influence  of  Corruption  :  Nay, 
in  Oppofition  to  fuch  an  Election's  taking  Effect,  the 
other  two  Colleges  of  the  Diet  of  the  Empire  would 
have  a  Right  to  co-operate  with  France  in  having  it 
fet  afide ;  and  thus,  inftead  of  preventing,  we  mould 
precipitate  an  interline  War  in  Germany,  in  which 
ibme  of  the  Electors,  who  had  for  Years  been  taking 
our  Money,  might  declare  War  againft  us ;  for  I  am 
afraid,  that  the  Hopes  of  a  prefent  Addition  of  Ter- 
ritory, or  a  prefent  View  of  the  Imperial  Diadem,  will 
always  be  more  prevalent  with  mofl  of  the  Princes  of 
Germany,  than  a  diflant  Profpect  of  the  Good  of  their 
Country. 

«  As  to  his  Majefly's  Union  with  his  Allies,  I  mall 
.always  be  glad,  Sir,  to  hear  of  its  fubfifling  in  its  full 
Vigour,  provided  we  never  think  of  keeping  it  fubfifl- 
ing by  a  Sacrifice  of  the  true  Interefl  of  the  Nation ; 
and  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  we  mould  pay  for  keep- 
ing it  fubfifling,  at  a  Time  when  we  have  fo  little 
Money  to  fpare  ;  for  we  may  always  be  more  ufeful  to 
our  Allies  than  they  can  ever  be  to  us  :  In  cafe  of  our 
having  a  War  with  France,  we  have  not  one  Ally  that 
can  be  of  ufe'to  us,  without  involving  us  in  a  War 
upon  the  Continent ;  and  the  Support  of  fuch  Wars 
will,  I  fear,  at  lafl  prove  our  Ruin  ;  becaufe  it  makes 
us  neglect  profecuting  the  War  by  Sea  and  in  America, 
and  becaufe  France  can  always  fupport  a  War  upon 
the  Continent  of  Europe  at  a  much  lefs  Expence  than 
we  can.  The  French  Armies  are  moflly  compofed  of 
their  own  national  Troops,  have  lefs  Pay  than  our 
Armies  have,  and  generally  have  all  their  Provifions 
from  their  own  Country,  or  when  they  march  to  any 
great  Diflance,  they  fupport  themfelves  at  the  Expence 
of  their  Enemies.  On  the  other  hand,  our  Armies 
upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  are  moflly  compofed  of 
foreign  Troops,  have  higher  Pay  than  the  .Fm^have, 
and  beiides  paying  the  Troops,  we  mufl  likewife  pay 
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Anno  17.51-   Subfidies  to  their  Princes  ;  to  which  let  us  add,  thai- 
ail  the  Provifions  for  our  Armies,  except  cloathing 
our  own  national  Troops,  muft  come  from  foreign 
Countries,  and  muft  be  paid  for  by  us  in  ready  Money. 
Nay,  when  we  have  been  fo  lucky  as  to  penetrate  into 
the  Enemy's  Country,  I  never  heard  that  our  Armies 
fuppcrted  themfelves  at  their  Expence,  or  that  pur  Ge- 
nerals accounted  for  the  Contributions  they  had  raifed, 
6  Xhis,  Sir,  mould  make  us  cautious  of  ever  call- 
ing upon  any  of  our  Allies,  or  attempting  to  draw 
them  into  our  Quarrel,  unlefs  we  can  form   fuch  a 
Confederacy  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe^  as  may 
be  able  to  carry  on  the  War  againft  France  with  a 
Probability    of  Succefs,    and  without   much  of  our 
AfTiftance  y  and  the  forming  of  fuch  a  Confederacy 
we  may  render  impoiTible,  if  we  mould  raife  among 
the  Princes  and  States  of  Europe  an  Opinion  of  our 
ofncioufly  intermeddling  in  their  Affairs,  which  may 
fee  the  Confequence  of  our  giving  ourfelves  fo  much 
to  do  apout  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans. 

4  To  conclude,  Sir,  there  are  fo  many,  and  fuch, 
ftrong  Objections,  againft  almoft  every  Part  of  the 
Addrefs  propofed,  that  I  cannot  but  approve  of  the. 
Koble  Lord's  Motion  for  an  Amendment,  and  there- 
fore It  fhall  have  my  hearty  Concurrence,' 

The  Debate  here  ended,  and  the  Queftion  being 
put,  there  were  203  for  the  Motion,  and  74  againft 
It ;  upon  which  the  Addrefs  was  prefented  in  the  fol- 
lowing Worels : 

*t  Moil  Gracious  Sovereign, 

'C  *\7S7r?'  your  Maie%'s  moft  dutiful  and  J°pi 

Is  \V  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain 
f*  in  Parliament  afTembled,  return  your  Majefty  our. 
*e  lincere  and  hearty  Thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
€c  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

"  We  beg  Leave  to  congratulate  your  Majefty  on 
cc  your  fafe -and  happy  Return  to  thefe  Kingdoms  5 
ii  and  to  exprefs  the '  warmeft  Acknowledgments  of  our 
$c  Gratitude,  for  your  Majefty's  unwearied  Endea- 
*c  vours  to  efiablifh  the'  prefent  Tranquillity  upon  the 
I*  iureii  Foundation, 

u  We 
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"  We  congratulate  your  Majefty  on  the  Conclufion  Anno  1751. 
*c  of  a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain,  by  which  »h*»t_  n^__ 
«<  particular  Differences,  that,  from  the  Nature  of 
*<•  them,  could  not  be  fettled  in  a  general  Treaty,  are 
<c  now  amicably  adjufted ;  and  we  feel  the  moft  real 
-"  Satisfaction  at  the  Reafon  there  is  to  hope,  from 
*'  the  Aflurances  which  your  Majefty  has  received, 
"  of  the  fincere  Difpofition  of  the  Catholic  King  to 
*c  cement  and  maintain  the  moft  perfect  Union  with 
f  your  Majefty,  that  the  ancient  Friendfhip  will  be 
€C  reftored,  and  an  uninterrupted  good  Correspondence 
fi  fubfift  between  the  two  Nations,  to  their  mutual 
*c  Advantage  and  Happinefs. 

"  We  refpectfully  acknowledge  your  Majefty's 
cc  great  Wifdom  and  Forefight,  in  taking  the  beft 
"  Meafures  timely  to  prevent  fuch  Events,  as  might 
cc  hereafter  involve  Europe  in  the  Calamities  of  War  ; 
? c  and  we  have  the  heft-grounded  Hopes,  from  the  full 
6C  and  clear  Declaration  of  all  the  contracting  Powers 
"  in  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  as  well 
*c  as  from  your  Majefty's  Care  and  Attention  to 
"  ftrengthen  the  Ties  of  Union  and  Friendfhip  be- 
"  tween  your  Majefty  and  your  Allies,  that  we  fhall 
cc  long  enjoy  the  Bleffings  of  a  general  Peace. 

"  We  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  chearfully 
*c  raife  fuch  Supplies  as  fhall  be  found  necefTary,  for 
*c  the  Security  of  your  Majefty's  Government,  and 
u  to  make  good  the  Engagements  entered  into  by  your 
<c  Majefty  for  the  public  Benefit,  and  according  to 
!.'  your  gracious  Intention  communicated  to  this 
H  Houfe. 

"  It  is  with  the  greateft  Satisfaction  that  we  re- 
tc  ceive  your  Majefty's  gracious  Approbation  of  the 
*«  Progrefs  already  made  towards  reducing  the  Intereft 
"  of  the  National  Debt;  and  we  afTure  your  Majefty, 
cc  that  we  will  ufeour  immediate  Endeavours  to  finifll 
f*  that  great  Work  with  Juftice  and  Equity. 

"  Your  faithful  Commons  beg  Leave  to  exprefs 
<e  their  Senfe  of  the  Happinefs  they  enjoy  under  your 
*'  Majefty's  Government  j  and  to  afTure  your  Majefty, 
* c  that  they  are  determined  to  give  all  poffible  Attention 
*c  to  whatever  may  promote  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
**  of  thefe  Kingdoms  5  and  that  they  will  endeavour 

"  to 
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Aii'ao  1751.  c*  to  render  the  Laws  more  effectual,  by  enforcing 
*c  their  Execution,  thereby  to  difcourage  and  fupprefs 
6C  the  Outrages  and  Enormities  committed  in  Defiance 
"  of  them." 

His  MAJESTY'S  mojl  Gracious  ANSWER. 

"  Gentlemen, 

*c  T  Thank  you  moll  heartily   for  this  affectionate 
"  X  Addrefs. 

"  You  may  depend  upon  my  conftant  Endeavours 
"  to  preferve  the  general  Tranquillity  in  Europe^  and 
ci  to  promote  the  particular  Interefts  and  Happinefs 
6i  of  my  People." 


We  fhall  conclude  with  a  fhort  Account  of'  a 
printed  Paper,  intitled,  Conjlltutional  Queries,  earnejily 
recommended  to  the  ferious  Confideration  of  every  true 
Briton ;  which  had  been  fent  by  the  Penny-Poll 
to  moft  Perfons  of  Rank  in  Town,  and  left  upon 
the  Table  at  moft  CofFee-Houfes  in  Wejlmlnjier, 
by  Perfons  unknown ;  and  feemed  to  charge  feme 
Perfons  of  high  Rank  with  Defigns  againft  the 
Prince  pf  Wales  ;  which  was  on  the  22d  of  January, 
1 75 1,  communicated  to  the  Lords,  and  moved  againft 
by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  and  the  Concurrence 
of  the  Commons  being  defired,  thefe  Motions  were 
agreed  to,  at  a  Conference  with  the  Commons  -3  when 
they  refolved, 

1.  By  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Com- 
mons in  Parliament  aftcmbled,  That  the  faid  printed 
Paper,  intitled  (as  above)  is  a  falfe,  malicious,  fcan- 
dalous,  infamous,  and  feditious  Libel,  containing  the 
moft  falfe,  audacious,  and  abominable  Calumnies  and 
Indignities  upon  his  Majefty,  and  the  moft  prefump- 
tuous  and  wicked  Infinuations,  that  our  Laws,  Li- 
berties,- and  Properties,  and  the  excellent  Conftitution 
of  this  Kingdom,  are  in  Danger  under  his  Majefty's 
legal,  mild,  and  gracious  Government,  with  Intent 
to  inftil  groundlefs  Sufpicions  and  Jealoufies  into  the 
Minds  of  his  Majefty's  goOa  Subjects,  and  to  alienate 
their  Affections  from  his  Majefty  and  his  Royal  Fa- 
mily, 
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%  By  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Com*  Anno  1751, 
mons  in  Parliament  affembled,  That,  in  Abhorrence 
and  Deteflation  of  fuch  abominable  and  feditious 
Practices,  the  faid  printed  Paper  be  burnt  by  the  Hands 
of  the  common  Hangman,  in  the  New  Palace-Yard^ 
Wejlminjler,  on  Friday,  January  25,  at  One  of  the 
Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  and  that  the  Sheriff  of  Mid- 
dlefex  do  attend  at  the  faid  Time  and  Place,  and  cauf? 
the  fame  to  be  burnt  there  accordingly. 

After  which  it  was  refolved  in  each  Houfe,  That  an 
Addrefs  mould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  defire 
that  he  would  give  immediate  Orders,  that  the  molt 
effectual  Means  mould  be  taken  for  difcovering  the 
Author,  Printers,  and  Publishers  of  a  falfe,  malici- 
ous, wicked,  and  feditious  Libel,  intitled  (as  above) 
and  for  bringing  them  to  condign  Punimment.  To 
which  Addreffes  his  Majefty's  Anfwer  was,-  That  he 
would  give  Directions  accordingly  ;  but  no  Perfon 
concerned  has  ever  yet  been  difcovered,  which  fhews 
how  difficult  it  is  to  difcover  Authors,  Printers,  or 
Publishers,  when  proper  Caution  is  ufed  ;  and  it  is  a 
ftrong  Argument  againft  any  greater  legal  Reftraint 
upon  the  Prefs  than  we  now  have  ;  for  as  the  Gentle- 
man faid  of  a  Law  propofed  for  punifhing  Adultery 
with  Death,  it  would  only  be  a  Law  for  the  more 
fecret  committing  of  the  Crime. 

As  to  controverted  Elections  determined  in  this 
Selfion,  there  was  but  one,  and  that  a  very  remark- 
able one,  viz.  that  of  Wejiminfter.  A  fhort  Account 
of  this  Election,  before  its  being  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, may  be  feen  at  the  End  of  the  laft  Seffion. 
On  the  28th  of  January,  a  Petition  of  the  feveral 
Burgeffes  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberty  of 
JVejlmhiJfor,  whofe  Names  were  thereunto  fubfcribed, 
jn  Behalf  of  themfelves  and  feveral  other  Burgeffes  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  faid  City  and  Liberty,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  complaining  of  an  undue 
Election  and  Return  for  the  faid  City ;  and  it  was  or- 
dered, that  the  faid  Petition  mould  be  heard  at  the 
Bar  of  the  Houfe,  on  February  5,  then  next.  At  the 
fame  Time,  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read,  a  Petition  of  Sir  George  Vandeput,  Bart,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  Election  and  Return  for  the  faid 

City; 
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^nno  1751.   City;  which  Petition  was  ordered  to  be  heard  at  th$ 

km* — i/rmwmj  fame  Time  with  the  former. 

Upon  this,  and  without  any  Complaint  from  any 
Perfon  whatfoever,  a  Motion  was  made,  that  the 
Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  February  22  and  235  then 
faff,  containing  the  Entry  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Houfe,  in  relationg  to  the  Execution  of  the  Writ, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  iiTued  on  November  16,  17493 
for  the  Election  of  a  Citizen  to  ferve  in  the  prefent 
Parliament  for  the  City  of  Wejiminjler^  in  the  room 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Granville- Lev ef on  Gozver,  Efq; 
commonly  called  Lord  Vifcount  Trentham^  might  be 
read  5  and  the  fame  being  read  accordingly,  it  was- 
moved,  that  Peter  Legh^  Efq;  High-Bailiff  of  the 
City  of  JVeJiminfler^  fhould  attend  that  Houfe  imme- 
diately, in  order  to  give  the  Houfe  an  Account  of 
what  he  did  in  Purfuance  of  the  Directions  given  to 
him  by  that  Houfe,  upon  February  11  and  23,  then 
laft,  in  relation  to  the  Execution  of  the  Precepts 
ifTued  to  him  in  Purfuance  of  the  faid  Writ. 

This  Motion  (not  being  expected)  was  agreed  to 
without  Oppofition  ;  and  the  High-Bailiff  being  then,, 
by  accident  1  in  the  Lobby,  he  was  immediately  called 
in  and  examined ;  and  having  in  the  Courfe  of  his 
Examination  alledged,  that  the  faid  Election  was 
protracted  by  an  affected  Delay,  he  was  afked,  by 
whom,  and  by  what  Means;  which  Queftion  was 
objected  to  as  improper,  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  who 
moved  for  the  Order  of  the  Day,  and  upon  this  a 
long  Debate  enfued,  in  which  the  Impropriety  of  the 
Queftion  was  fupported  by  the  Noble  Lord,  in  a 
Speech  to  the  following  Purport. 

c  Mr.  Speaker, 
BarlcfEsmont.  c  When  the  Motion  was  made  for  calling  this 
Gentleman  to  attend  the  Houfe  immediately^  I  could 
not  fuggeft  to  myfelf  the  Reaibn  for  fuch  an  extra- 
ordinary Motion,  or  the  Ufe  that  was  intended  to  be 
made  of  it;  and  therefore  my  Curiofity  led  me  to  be 
pailive,  in  order  to  difcover  what  I  could  not  then 
comprehend.  Laft  Seffion,  it  is  true,  he  received  the 
Directions  of  this  Houfe  to  expedite  the  Election^ 
and  if  he  met  with  any  thing  to  obftruct  him  therein, 

which. 
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Which  he  could  not  prevent,  to  apply  for  the  Support  Ansa  173^ 
of  this  Houfe  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Duty.  The 
Houfe  continued  fitting  till  the  12th  of  April  follow- 
ing without  any  Complaint  from  him  j  confequently,  we 
cannot  fuppofe,  that  before  that  Day  any  one  pro- 
tracted the  Election  by  an  affected  Delay;  for  if  any 
one  had|  it  was  his  Duty,  and  would,  I  believe, 
have  been  his  Choice,  to  have  applied  to  this  Houfe 
for  Redrefs.  But  the  Scrutiny  ended  the  30th  of 
Aprils  andfurely,  from  the  12th  to  the  30th,  no  great 
Harm  to  one  Candidate,  or  Benefit  to  the  other,  could 
have  been  obtained  by  any  Affectation  of  Delay ;  for 
if  there  was  any  Affectation  of  Delay  between  the  End 
of  the  Scrutiny  and  the  Declaration,  it  muft  hav£ 
been  in  the  High-Bailiff  himfelf.  However,  let  us 
fuppofe,  that  fome  other  Perfon  was  guilty  of  an  Af- 
fectation of  Delay  between  the  12th  and  30th  of 
Aprils  or  between  the  30th  of  April  and  1 2th  of  May 4, 
when  the  High-Bailiff  made  his  Declaration  in  favour 
of  the  Noble  Lord  who  now  moved  for  his  attending* 
and  for  his  being  afked  this  Quemon  :  Was  it  not  the 
High-Bailiff's  Duty  to  have  made  his  Complaint  to 
this  Houfe  the  very  fir  ft  Day  of  the  SefHon  ?  But  in- 
ftead  of  this,  he  neglects  to  make  any  Complaint  for 
feveral  Days  after  our  firft  Meeting  •>  and  at  laft  a 
Petition  being  prefented  to  us  by  a  very  great  Number 
of  the  Electors,  complaining  of  the  Injustice  of  his  F^e- 
turn,  of  the  Irregularity  of  his  Proceedings,  and  of 
his  having  protracted  the  Election  for  Gain,  he  is 
called  upon  to  come  and  retort  the  Accufation ;  and, 
I  fuppofe,  it  is  by  this  Queftion  intended,  that  we 
ihould  examine  into  this  retorted  Complaint,  and 
punifh  the  Perfons  accufed  bv  him,  before  we  make 
the  leaft  Enquiry  into  the  original  Complaint  againft 
him. 

•  This,  Sir,  I  can  now  fee,  is  the  Intention  of  the 
Noble  Lord,  who  moved  for  this  Gentleman's  being 
ordered  to  attend  immediately ;  and  I  can  forefee,  that 
this  Gentleman's  Complaints  will  be  directed  chiefly 
againft  thofe,  who  were  the  Managers  upon  the  Scru- 
tiny for  the  unfuccefsful  Candidate ;  becaufe,  from 
the  Nature  of  Things,  thofe  Managers  muft  be  the 
chief,  if  not  the  only  WitnefTes,  upon  whom  the  Pe- 
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Aniio  tfst.  titioncrs  can  depend,  for  proving  the  Grounds  of  tnelr 
Complaint  againft  him.  This,  I  fay,'  Sir,  feems' 
plainly  to  be  the  Intention  of  thofe,  who  defired  the 
immediate  Attendance  of  this  Gentleman  ;  but  it  is  an 
Intention,  to  which  the  Houfewill  not,  I  hope,  give 
any  Countenance.  What  the  Gentleman  may  now 
alledge,  or  whom  he  may  accufe,  I  do  not  pretend  td 
any  certain  Knowledge  of;  but  in  Charity  to  him, 
I  muft  fuppofe,  that  he  met  with  no  material  Ob- 
ftruction  in  any  Part  of  the  late  Election  for  Wefi^ 
minfter,  becaufe  I  cannot  fuppofe  otherwife,  without 
deeming  him  guilty  of  a  Neglect  of  Duty,  in  not 
bringing  his  Complaints  before  this  Houfe,  either 
before  the  Clofe  of  laft  Seffion,  or  prefently  after  the 
Opening  of  this.  If  he  really  has  any  fuch  Com- 
plaints, it  feems  to  me  that  he  was  confcious  of  fome 
Breach  of  Duty  in  himfelf,  and  that  he  was  willing 
to  compound  with  the  Petitioners,  on  Condition,  that 
if  they  would  not  complain  againft  him,  he  would 
wave  complaining  againft  them,  or  any  of  their" 
Friends  ;  which  is  a  Sort  of  Compofition,  this  Houfe,- 
I  hope,  will  never  countenance  or  encourage. 

*  But  now  fuppofing,  Sir,  that  he  was  very  much, 
and  very  riotoufly  obftructed  in  the  late  Election,  and 
that  his  not  complaining  of  it  fooner,  proceeded  folely 
from  Neglect,  or  too  much  Good-nature,  will  not  thefe 
Complaints  come  naturally  and  neceffarily  before  us 
upon  hearing  the  Merits  of  the  Election  ?  Can  they 
come  regularly  before  us  in  any  other  Manner  ?  If  the 
Complaints  be  fuch  as  no  way  relate  to  the  Election, 
they  muft  be  fuch  as  we  have  no  Right  to  enquire 
into  ;  If  they  do  relate  to  the  Election,  can  We  regu- 
larly or  juftiy  enquire  into  them,  before  the  Day  we 
have  appointed  for  hearing  the  Merits  of  that  Elec- 
tion ?  The  Parties  concerned  will  then  be  all  properly 
before  us  ;  whereas,  if  we  proceed  to  hear  the  Com- 
plaints of  the  High-BailiiF  before  the  Day  appointed 
for  hearing  thofe  againft  him,  it  will  be  a  hearing  ex 
Parte,  which  is  a  Method  always  unjuft,  and,  in  the 
prefent  Cafe,  it  is  a  Method  that  may  deprive  the' 
Petitioners  of  their  moft  material  Witneffes,  or  dif- 
credit  the  Teftimony  of  fuch  as  they  can  bring  to  be 
examined  in  fupport  of  their  Petition. 

4  «  I  there- 
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€  I  therefore  hope,  Sir,  you  will  not  at  prefent  give  Anno  1751; 
this  worthy  Gentleman,  the  High-Bailiff,  any  fur-  V— «v"**»«*! 
ther  Trouble,  but  leave  him  to  make  good  his  De- 
fence, when  the  Matter  comes  regularly  before  us, 
either  by  justifying  or  recriminating,  or  both,  as  he 
lhall  then  think  fit.  This  is  what  I  hope  you  will 
do  :  This  is  what  I  think  you  fhould  do ;  and  there- 
fore I  fhall  conclude  with  moving  for  the  Order  of  the 
Day.' 

Upon  this  Lord  Vifcount  Coke  flood  up,  and  fpoke 
to  this  Effect. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  As  this  Houfehadlaft  Seflion,  in  the  moft  folemnLord  V&a0f]g 
Manner,  given  the  High-Bailiff  Directions  relating Coke* 
to  the  Wejiminjler  Election  then  depending,  I  am  fur-  < 
prifed  how  any  Gentleman  could  be  at  a  Lofs  for  the 
Reafon  of  denting  him  to  attend.  Surely,  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  us,  to  enquire  how  the  Directions  we 
then  gave  were  purfued  ;  and  is  not  the  High-Bailiff 
the  moft  proper,  and  the  only  proper  Peribn  for  anfwer- 
ing  fuch  a  Queftion  ?  As  to  the  Intention  of  the  Noble 
Lord  who  moved  for  his  attending,  I  believe  I  am  as 
well  acquainted  with  that  Noble  Lord's  Intentions  as 
any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe;  and  I  am  perfuaded, 
he  had  no  other  Intention  in  making  that  Motion, 
but  that  the  Houfe  might  be  informed  of  what  we 
have  a  Right  to  know,  and  what  it  is  our  Duty  to 
enquire  into.  As  this,  I  fay,  was  our  Duty,  the 
High-Bailiff,  no  doubt,  expected  fuch  a  Motion,  and 
thought  that  it  would  have  been  a  little  too  forward 
in  him,  to  have  come  here  with  any  Complaint,  be- 
fore fuch  a  Motion  was  made. 

c  For  this  Reafon,  I  think,  Sir,  we  are  much 
obliged  to  the  Noble  Lord  for  putting  us  in  mind  of 
our  Duty ;  and  this  every  Gentleman  was  fo  fenfible 
of,  that  no  one  ftood  up  to  oppofe  his  Motion ;  but 
now,  when  they  fee  a  Danger,  that  our  purfuing  this 
Motion,  by  doing  what  we  ought  to  do  in  ccnfequence 
of  it,  may  affect  fome  of  their  Friends,  they  object 
againft  the  Motion ;  for  it  is  impoiftble  to  fuggeft  an 
Argument  againft  our  Proceeding,  that  will  not  mili- 
tate as  ftrongly  agnail  our  having  begun,     But  as  we 

have 
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.nno  175 1,  nave  already  begun  :  As  we  have  the  High-Bailiff 
now  before  us,  and  as  he  has  already  told  us  in  parts 
that  he  was  obftructed  by  fome  Perfons,  and  prevented 
from  purfuing  the  Directions  of  this  Houfe,  what 
would  the  World  think  of  us,  fhould  we  now  flop 
fhort,  and  make  no  Enquiry  into  the  Perfons  that  had 
been  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  our  Orders,  fo  folemnly 
and  fo  lately  iffued  ? 

*  Sir,  if  the  High-Bailiff,  who  is  our  Officer^  met 
with  any  Interruptions  or  Infults  in  the  Execution  of 
his  Office,  our  enquiring  into,  and  punifhing  them, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Merits  either  of  the  Elec- 
tion or  Return.  Suppofe  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
Inanifeft  Injuftice  with  refpect  to  both,  are  we  to  al- 
low any  Perfon,  or  any  Number  of  Perfons  without 
Doors,  to  judge  of  that  -Injuftice,  and  to  interrupt  or 
Infult  him  on  that  Account  ?  No,  Sir,  in  all  fuch 
Cafes  we  are  firft  to  vindicate  our  own  Authority,  by 
punifhing  the  Perfons  who  had  taken  our  Jurifdidtion 
upon  them  without  our  Leave;  and  then,  if  upon 
hearing  the  Merits  of  the  Election,  it  fhould  appear9 
that  the  returning  Officer  had  been  guilty  of  fnanifeft 
Injuftice,  we  ought,  and  certainly  would  punifh  him 
for  that  Injuftice. 

4  This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  regular  Method  of 
Proceeding  in  all  fuch  Cafes  j  and  in  the  prefent  it  is 
the  more  necefTary,  becaufe  of  our  having  laft  Seffiors 
interpofed,  and  given  exprefs  Directions  with  regard 
to  this  Election ;  for  if  after  that,  any  Perfon  dared 
to  interrupt  or  infult  our  Officer  in  the  Difcharge  of 
his  Duty,  it  was  a  higher  Contempt  of  our  Autho- 
rity, than  it  could  have  been,  had  we  never  inter- 
pofed, but  left  it  to  the  common  Law  of  Parliament, 
Shall  we  in  fuch  a  Cafe  delay  vindicating  our  Autho- 
rity, till  the  Merits  of  an  Election  be  determined  f 
Efpecially  fuch  an  Election  as  this  of  Weftmirjler^ 
which  may  ta^^  up  the  whole  Time  we  have  to  fpare 
in  this  Seffion ;  and  if  the  Petitioners  fhould  protract 
the  Decision,  as  well  as  they  did  the  Election-,  by  an 
affected  Delay,  it  may  never  be  determined  ;  confe- 
quently,  we  mall  never  have  an  Opportunity  to  vin- 
dicate our  Authority,  or  to  punifh  thofe/  who  have 
Ibeen  guiltv  of  fo  hierh  a  Contempt, 

*  Th# 
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c  The  High-Bailiff  has  already  informed  us  of  one  Anno  1751. 
Sort  of  Contempt-,  and  may,  perhaps,  inform  us  of 
feveral  others,  if  we  mew  that  we  are  refolved  to  do 
what  we  ought  to  do  upon  the  Occafion.  The  Con- 
tempt he  has  informed  us  of  muft,  it  is  true,  have 
•been  committed  by  the  Agents  or  Managers  for  one 
or  other  of  the  Candidates,  but  he  has  not  as  yet 
told  us  by  whom;  and  whatever  Reafon  the  Noble 
Lord  may  have  for  judging,  that  he  will  charge  it 
upon  the  Agents  of  the  petitioning  Candidate,  I  am- 
iure  the  Houfe  has  no  Reafon  to  fuppofe,  with  any 
Certainty,  that  he  will  not  charge  it  upon  the  Agents 
of  the  Candidate  returned.  But  fuppofe  he  mould 
tharge  it  fcpon  the  Agents  of  the  petitioning  Candi- 
date, can  this  any  way  affect,  the  Merits  of  the  Elec- 
tion ?  If  the  petitioning  Candidate  has  the  Right  on 
his  Side,  can  his  PJght  be  injured  or  leffened  by  his 
Agents  having  mifbehaved  themfelves,  or  by  our  pu-' 
nifhing  them  for  that  Mifbehaviour  ?  Therefore,  as 
the  Mifbehaviour  of  the  Agents,  let  it  be  on  what 
Side  it  will,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Merits  of  the 
Election,  our  proceeding  to  enquire  into  that  Mifbe- 
haviour, before  the  Day  appointed  for  hearing  the 
Election,  cannot  be  called  a  Hearing  ex  Parte.  It  is 
quite  another  Affair,  and  when  the  High-Bailiff  has 
told  us  who  they  were  that  thus  mifbehaved,  the  Houfe 
will  certainly  appoint  a  Day  for  their  Attendance,  when 
we  mall  have  all  the  Parties  concerned  in  this  parti- 
cular Affair  regularly  before  us,  and  may  then  pro- 
ceed to  a  Determination,  which,  let  it  be  what  it 
will,  can  no  way  injure  or  promote  the  Caufe  either 
of  the  fitting  Member  or  the  Petitioner,  with  regard 
to  the  Merits  of  the  Election. 

*  But  this  of  protracting  the  Election  by  an  affected 
Delay,  may  not,  perhaps,  Sir,  be  the  only  Contempt 
of  our  Authority  that  has  been  committed  :  In  fuch  a 
popular  Election  there  may  have  been  other  Sorts  of 
Contempt,  and  Contempts  of  a  more  heinous  Na- 
ture ;  and  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  the  Freedom  of 
Elections,  we  are  in  Duty  bound  to  enquire  into  and 
punifn  every  Kind  of  Contempt  that  may  any  way 
encroach  upon  that  Freedom ;  but  can  we  expect  any 
farther  Information  from  this  Gentleman,   if  after  the 
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Anno  175s.  Information  he  has  given,  we  fhould  appear  fo  verf 
ty^-V"  "J  indifferent  about  vindicating  our  own  Authority,  as 
not  to  afk  who  were  the  Perfons  that  were  guilty  of 
the  Offence  he  has  already  informed  us  of  ?  Do  not 
we  all  know,  that  the  molt  effectual  Way  for  pre- 
venting the  Execution  of  any  Law,  is  to  ftifle,  or 
not  profecute  the  Informations  brought  againft  Perfons 
that  have  been  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  it  ?  And  is  not 
every  Magiftrate  that  does  fo,  moft  juftly  charged 
with  a  Connivance  at  the  Crime  ?  What  then  may  be 
faid  of  us,  if  after  being  told  of  a  Breach  of  our  Or- 
ders, we  fhould  wave  being  at  the  Pains  to  afk  who 
the  Perfons  were,  that  were  guilty  of  that  Breach  ? 

6  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  the  Queftion  now  propofed 
to  be  put  to  the  High-Bailiff,  is  a  Queftion,  in  my 
Opinion,  that  we  are  obliged  to  put,  not  only  for  the 
Sake  of  preferving  the  Freedom  and  Regularity  of 
Elections,  but  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  the  Dignity 
and  Character  of  this  Houfe ;  therefore,  I  hope,  the 
Noble  Lord  will  withdraw  the  Motion  he  has  made, 
in  order  that  our  putting  this  Queftion  to  the  High- 
Bailiff  may  be  unanimoufly  agreed  to.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  Dr.   Leey  whofe  Speech 
was  in  Subflance  thus. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 
Dr.  Lee.  *  The  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  has  moft  ingeni- 

oufly  fhewn,  what  plaufible  Arguments  may  be  made 
ufe  of  in  favour  even  of  the  worft  of  Caufes  ;  but 
riotwithftanding  all  he  has  faid,  no  Gentleman,  that 
will  make  ufe  of  an  impartial  Judgment,  can  be  mif- 
led  with  refpect  to  the  Queftion  now  under  Confide- 
ration.  The  Affair  now  before  us  is  plainly  and  in  fhort 
this  :  By  the  Petitions,  which  we  have  juft  ordered  te> 
be  heard  on  fo  fhort  a  Day  as  Tomorrow  fe*ennight5 
the  High-Bailiff  fiands  accufed,  among  other  Things, 
of  having  protracted  the  late  Weftminfler  Election  for 
Gain  :  What  did  you  call  him  for  ?  What  would  you 
examine  him  for  ?  To  prove  that  he  did,  or  to  prove  that 
he  did  not  ?  For  my  Part,  I  wonder  that,  in  fuch  Cir- 
cum ftances,  he  agreed  to  anfwer  at  all  to  any  Queftion 
put  to  him  relating  to  the  Crime  of  which  he  ftands 
accufed  j  for  furely,  he  is  not  obliged  to  confefs,  or 

€on* 


[     227     3 

condemn  himfelf;  and  he  muft  be  fehfible^  that  nd-  Anils  ij$h 
thing  he  can  now  fay  in  his  Vindication,  will  have 
any  Weight  with  Men  of  true  and  impartial  Judge- 
ment. He  may,  if  you  encourage  him,  turn  Inform- 
er ;  but  as  he  now  ftands  accufed,  he  ought  firft  to 
vindicate  his  own  Character,  before  he  can  expect 
any  Credit  will  be  given  to  his  Information ;  and  I  am 
fure,  it  is  not  the  Way  to  come  at  the  Difcovery  of 
any  Crimes,  to  admit  Perfons  accufed  to  become  In- 
formers againft  their  Accufers. 

'  But  it  is  faid,  we  are  in  Duty  bound  td  enquire 
how  the  Directions  we  gave  laft  Seflion  have  been 
complied  with.  Sir,  they  have  been  complied  with  1 
We  have  our  Member  now  in  the  Houfe ;  and  no 
Complaint  has  been  made  of  any  Breach  of  our  Or- 
ders then  iflued,  but  what  is  contained  in  the  Petiti- 
ons now  prefented  to  us.  Will  any  Gentleman  fay^ 
that  we  are  bound  to  fet  ourfelves  up  as  a  Court  of 
Inquifiticn,  and  to  enquire  from  Time  to  Time  whe- 
ther any  Breach  of  our  Orders,  or  any  Breach  of 
Privilege,  has  been  committed  ?  No  Gentleman  who 
has  a  Regard  to  our  Gonftitution$  or  to  the  Exigence 
of  this  Aflembly,  will  ferioufly  fay  {bi  If  no  Mem- 
ber had  been  yet  returned  for  Weftminfler^  we  mould 
then  have  been  obliged,  the  very  firft  Day  of  the  Sef- 
fion,  to  have  fent  for  the  returning  Officer,  in  order 
to  know  from  him,  why  he  had  not  made  a  Return  5 
but  as  a  Return  was  made,  we  had  nothing  further  to 
do  with  the  Order  or  Directions  given  laft  Seftion, 
nor  could  we  regularly  enter  into  any  Enquiry  about 
what  was  done  in  Pursuance  of  thcfe  Directions,  un- 
til fome  Complaint  was  made  of  a  Breach.  There- 
fore the  High-BailifF  had  no  Ground  to  expect  any 
Motion  for  his  Attendance,  in  order  to  give  the  Houfe 
an  Account  of  what  he  did  in  Purfuance  of  thofe 
Directions.  On  the  contrary,  if  any  one  interrupted 
or  molefted  him  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Duty,  he  was 
by  thofe  very  Directions  obliged  to  apply  immediately* 
and  as  often  as  it  happened,  to  this  Houfe,  for  the 
Protection  of  himfelf,  and  the  Punifhment  of  Offend- 
ers ;  and  as  the  Offence  he  now  complains  of,  muft 
have  been  committed  during  the  Sitting  of  laft  Parlia- 
ment, his  not  applying  for  our  Protection  before  the 
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Anno  175 1.   Recefs,  muft  difcredit  the  Information  he  has  now" 
ti— *-V^~*~~-  been  pleafed  to   give,  and  ought  to   be  a  prevailing 
Reafon  with  us,  not  to  make  any  ufe  of  his  Informa- 
tion, till  we  have  firft  difcufled  the  Accufation  before 
brought  againft  him* 

*  As  to  any  other  Informations  he  may  be  pleafed 
to  give,  Sir,  for  that  we  fhall  have  Abundance  of 
them,  if  we  encourage  him,  I  make  not  the  leaft 
Doubt,  but  of  whatever  PCind  they  may  be,  I  can  fay 
nothing  of  them  till  I  hear  them,  nor  can  they  have 
the  leaft  Influence  upon  the  Queftion  now  before  us, 
which  is  properly  and  only  this,  Whether  we  fhould 
afk  him,  by  whom,  and  by  what  Means  the  Election 
was  protracted  ?  To  what  Purpofe  mould  we  afk  him 
fuch  a  Queftion  ?  He  may  tell  us  by  whom,  and  by 
what  Means  it  was,  in  his  Opinion,  protracted ;  but 
is  it  poffible  for  us  to  judge,  whether  his  Opinion  be 
right,  till  we  have  the  whole  Merits  laid  before  us  ? 
And  the  Houfe  will  not,  I  hope,  implicitly  yield  to 
what  he  pretends  to  be  his  Opinion.  If  we  do,  I  am 
fure,  it  will  moft  nearly  affecl:  the  Election ;  for  the 
Petitioners  would  be  mad  to  proceed  in  their  Petition^ 
ihouid  they  find  the  Houfe  inclined  to  believe  impli- 
citly whatever  this  worthy  Gentleman  delivered  as 
his  Opinion. 

4  The  Queftion  now  propofed  to  be  afked  him  can 
therefore  anfwer  no  End,  Sir,  but  that  of  precipi- 
tately and  unjuftly  defeating  any  Enquiry  into  the 
Merits  of  the  Election ;  confequently,  to  afk  him 
fuch  a  Queftion,  muft  either  be  ridiculous  or  unjuft. 
But  it  is  faid,  Sir,  that  if  we  do  not  afk  him  this 
Queftion,  we  fhall  difcourage  him  from  giving  us  any 
further  Information.  I  have  faid  before,  Sir,  that 
this  Houfe  ought  not  to  fet  itfeif  up  as  a  Court  of  In- 
quifition ;  and  none  but  fuch  a  Court  will  ever  fifh 
for  Crimes  or  Informations  :  Informers  are  a  Race  of 
Men,  that  never  were  encouraged  but  under  tyranni- 
cal Governments ;  and  to  fet  up  an  accufed  Criminal 
as  an  Informer  at  large,  is  a  Practice  that  never 
will,  I  hope,  be  introduced  in  this  Country.  I  fay, 
Sir,  an  accufed  Criminal ;  for  if  the  High-Bailiff 
protracted  the  Election  for  Gain,  it  was  criminal ; 
arid  fhould  it  be  fully  proved3  which  I  hope  it  will 
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.  £iot,  he  will  deferve  a  moft  fevere  Punimment.     Had   Anno  175s. 
-   he  come  before  the  End  of  lair.  Seffion,  or  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  this,  and  before  any  Accufation  was  lodged 
againft  him,  to  have  informed  us  of  his  having  been 
Interrupted  or  infulted  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office, 
he  ought  to  have  met  with  Encouragement;  but  now, 
fo  far  from  encouraging  him,  I  think,  we  ought  not 
to  receive  any  Information  he  can  give ;  nor  can  the 
Authority  of  this  Houfe  fuffer,  or  the  Safety  of  our 
Officers  be  expofed,  by  laying  this  down  as  a  Rule  in 
the  Cafe  now  before  us,  becaufe  if  he  met  with  any 
material  Interruptions  or  heinous  Infults,  they  will  be 
made   appear  in    the  Courfe  of   our  examining  the 
Merits  of  the  Ekcli-on,   when   we  may   inflicl:    fuch 
Punifhments  as  we  then  think  proper  upon  the  Offend- 
ers ;  nor  can  we  till  then  determine  what  Punifhments 
may  be  proper  ;  for  though  we  are  not  to  allow  the 
Mob,  or  any  Perfon  without  Doors,  to  judge  of  the 
Behaviour  of  our  Officers,  yet  if  it  mould  appear,  that 
.any  one  of  our  Officers  had  been   guilty  of  flagrant 
Injuftice,  and  had  thereby  provoked  People  to  infuk 
him,  it  would  very   much   extenuate  the  Guilt,  and 
confequently  ought  to  kiTen  the  Punimment  of  the 
Offenders. 

'  From  this  Consideration  alone,  Sir,  it  is  evident, 
that  mould  the  High-Bailiff  proceed,  and  inform  us 
of  other  Malverfations  during  the  late  Election  for 
TVejhrhifsr,  we  cannot  enquire  into  them,  or  inflicl: 
proper  Pur.i  foments,  till  we  have  entered  into  the 
Merits  of  the  Eleduon  ;  and  confequently  our  defiring 
any  prefent  Information  from  him,  can  anfwer  no 
good  Purpofe.  In  fhort,  Sir,  it  is  really  making  him 
a  Witnefs  in  his  own  Caufe  ;  and  Should  we  proceed 
to  give  Judgment  upon  any  Information  he  may  be 
pleafed  to  give  us,  it  would  be  a  Hearing  ex  Parte  ;  for 
though  we  mould  appoint  a  Day  for  the  Attendance 
of  thofe  that  may  be  accufed  by  him,  we  could  not 
have  all  Parties  concerned  before  us,  becaufe  thQ  Peti- 
tioners are  now  Parties  concerned  in  every  thing  re- 
lating to  the  Election ;  and  to  proceed  to  Judgment 
upon  any  Point  without  them,  is  a  Method  of  Pro- 
ceeding that  never  was,  nor  ever  will,  I  hope,  be 
practiced  in  this  Aflembly  ;  for  in  the  moft  riotous 
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Anno  175 1.  Election  that  was  ever  controverted,  I  defy  any  Gen- 
%&0my^mmJ  tleman  to  mew,  that  we  ever  proceeded  to  enquire  into* 
and  punifh  the  Rioters,  before  the  Day  appointed  for 
hearing  the  Election ;  and  in  the  prefent  Cafe  there 
js  lefs  Reafon  for  fuch  a  precipitate  Method  of  Pro- 
feeding,  than  can  well  be  in  any  other,  becaufe  of 
the  fhort  Day  appointed  for  pur  hearing  the  Merits  of 
this  Election. 

4  The  Noble  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  the  moft 
effectual  Way  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  a  Law,  is 
to  ftine  the  Informations  brought  for  a  Breach  of  it ; 
but,  Sir,  I  believe,  even  his  Lordfhip  will  admit,  that 
the  moft  effectual  Way  to  prevent  any  future  Informa- 
tions or  Profecutions,  would  be  to  encourage  Perfons 
accufed  to  become  Informers  againit  their  Accufers. 
Would  it  be  juft  in  any  Court  to  fend  for  a  Perfon 
indicted  before  them,  and  afk  him  whether  he  could 
bring  an  Information  againft  the  Profecutor  or  any  of 
his  WitnefTes  ?  Would  it  not  pe  adding  to  that  In- 
juftice,  to  proceed  to  Trial  upon  his  Information 
againft  the  Profecutor  or  his  WitnefTes,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  Trial  upon  the  firft  Indictment  ?  If 
Gentlemen  will  but  allow  themfelves  to  confider,  the 
Cafe  now  before  us  is  of  the  very  fame  Nature,  and 
will,  in  my  Opinion,  be  equally  unjuft.  Therefore, 
I  hope,  the  Houfe  will  fufpend  their  Curiofity  but  till 
Tomorrow  fe'ennight,  when  they  may  be  duly  and 
authentically  informed  of  every  thing  relating  to  this 
Election,  without  which  it  is  impoflible  to  pafs  an 
impartial  and  folid  Judgment  upon  any  Point  relating 
to  it.' 

The  next  Speaker  in  this  Debate  was  Henry  Fox^ 
Efq;  the  Purport  of  whofe  Speech  was  as  follows. 
e  Mr.  Speaker, 
p«r-iyFo2,  Efij;  *  When  I  confider  the  whole  Circumftances  of  the 
Election,  to  which  the  Affair  now  before  us  has  fome 
fort  of  Relation,  I  am  furprifed  how  any  Gentleman 
can  object  to  what  is  now  propofed.  The  Writ  for  a 
new  Election  for  the  City  of  Weflminjkr  was  ordered 
the  1 6th  of  November  was  a  Twelvemonth,  and  was 
prefently  iffued  accordingly,  on  which  the  Precept 
from  the  Sheriff  was  forthwith  iffued,  and  delivered  to 
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the  High-Bailiff,  who  is  the  returning  Officer  for  that  Anno  1751, 
City.  It  was  natural  to  expect,  that  before  the  226.  U  -y-  ■/ 
of  February  following,  he  would  have  made  a  Return  ; 
but  as  he  did  not,  a  Motion  was  then  made  for  an 
inquiry  why  he  had  not,  and  he  with  the  other  Offi- 
cers concerned  were  ordered  to  attend  next  Day,  when 
he  informed  us,  that  he  was  then  in  the  Execution  of 
the  faid  Precept ;  that  he  had  ail  along  endeavoured  to 
avoid  all  unneceffary  Delay  therein,  and  that  if  fome 
Delay  had  happened  in  the  Scrutiny  of  the  Poll, 
which  he  was  then  proceeding  upon,  it  had  been  fuch 
only,  as  he  did  not  think  he  had  fufficient  Powers  to 
prevent  or  remove  ;  whereupon  he  was  directed  to  ex- 
pedite the  Election  as  much  as  poffible,  and  to  apply 
to  this  Houfe,  if  he  met  with  any  thing  to  obftruct: 
him  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Duty,  which  he  could 
not  prevent, 

f  Having  thus,  Sir,  received  our  exprefs  Orders  to 
expedite  the  Election,  and  being  armed  with  the  whole 
Power  of  this  Houfe,  one  would  have  thought,  that 
he  might  foon  have  made  a  Return ;  but  though  we 
continued  fitting  till  the  12th  of  April,  no  Return  was 
made,  to  the  Surprife  of  every  Gentleman  who  knew 
any  thing  of  the  Nature  of  Elections,  and  the  Necef- 
fity  of  making  every  Return  as  foon  as  poffible.  It  is 
true,  Sir,  a  Return  is  now  made;  but  is  this  a  fuffi- 
cient Excufe  for  fuch  an  unheard-of  Delay  ?  Ought 
this  to  prevent  our  enquiring  into  an  Affair,  that  may 
in  future  Times  be  of  fuch  dangerous  Confequence  to 
our  Constitution  ?  The  Petitions  prefented  againft  the 
Election  and  Return  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  Af- 
fair ;  becaufe  it  is  an  Affair  which  we  ought,  and 
certainly  would  have  enquired  into,  if  no  Petition  had 
been  prefented.  But  can  we,  or  ought  we  to  enter 
into  fuch  an  Enquiry  without  firft  examining  the 
returning  Officer,  who  muft  be  fuppofed  criminal,  or 
at  leaft  negligent,  unlefs  he  can  mew  us  fome  Reafon 
for  fuch  a  long  Delay  in  an  Affair,  which  required  the 
quickeft  Difpatch  ? 

<  The  Method  we  are  now  in  is  therefore.  Sir,  the 
moft  proper,  and,  indeed,  the  only  Method  we  could  y* 

take  for  enquiring  into  this  Affair.     It  is  an  Affair  in  ^ 

which  our  own  Honour  is  concerned ;  and  (hall  we  allow 
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Anno  1751.  fuch  an  Affair  to  lie  at  the  Option  of  the  Petitioners* 
whether  they  will  proceed  in  their  Petition  or  no  ?  We 
have  called  the  High-Bailiff  before  us,  not  to.  afk  him 
whether  he  has  made  a  right  Return,  or  whether  he  did 
Juftice  to  the  Electors  in  every  Part  of  the  Election, 
but  why  he  fo  long  delayed  making  a  Return,  why  he 
did  not  fooner  yield  Obedience  to  the  Directions  we 
gave  him  laft  Seifion  ?  If  he  can  fhew  us  good  Reafons 
why  he  did  not,  he  will  ftand  acquitted  as  to  this 
Charge,  even  though  he  fnould  be  afterwards  found 
guilty  of  Injuftice  both  as  to  the  Election  and  Return  : 
If  he  mould  not  be  able  to  {hew  us  any  good  Reafons 
for  fuch  a  Delay,  he  will  (land  condemned  as  to  this 
Charge,  and  will  certainly  be  punifhed  for  it,  though, 
it  fhould  afterwards  be  found,  that  he  hath  faithfully 
done  his  Duty  both  as  to  the  Election  and  Return, 
The  Order  we  made,  or  the  Directions  v/e  gave  laft 
Seiiior..,  may  therefore  be  compared  to  a  Rule  of  Court 
made  by  any  of  the  Courts  below,  in  a  Caufe  then 
depending  before  them  ;  and  when  any  fuch  Rule  ia 
mace.,  the  Court  may,  finely,  before  the  Hearing  of 
the  Caufe,  enquire  whether  that  Rule  has  been  com- 
plied with.  Nay,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Court  to 
do  {o^  when  there,  is  a  vehement  Sufpicion,  or  a  ftrcng 
Appearance  of  Neglect, 

.  6  This,  Sir,  is  cur  Cafe  at  prefent ;  and,  therefore^, 
we  cannot  now  be  faid  to  be  acting  the  Part  of  a 
Court  of  Inquintion :  We  are  not  fiihing  for  Crimes 
or  for  Informations  :  Quite  the  contrary,  we  are  fifh- 
ing  for  Innocence  :  An  Offence  feems  to  have  been 
committed  :  A  particular  Gentleman  feems  charge- 
able with  that  Offence ;  and  we  are  going  to  give  him 
an  Opportunity  to  fhew  his  Innocence.  He  has  already, 
by  way  of  Defence,  informed  us  of  a  very  material  Fact : 
Ought  not  v/e  to  enquire  into  the  Truth  of  that  Fact  £ 
Can  we  enquire  into  the  Truth  of  it,  without  know- 
ing the  Names  of  the  Perfons  charged  with  it  ?  And  i£ 
upon  Enquiry  it  mould  be  found  to  be  true,  and  we 
ihouid  puniih  the  Offenders,  can  it  any  way  injure, 
the  Petitioners  ?  Sir,  fuppofe  we  fhould  find,  from  the 
Information  of  the  "High-Bailiff,  that  feme  Perfons 
had- protracted-  the  Election  by  an  affected  Delay,  does 
that  prove,  that  he  did  not  protract  it  for  Gain,  as 
;    ?    '   '  "        the 
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the  Petitioners   alledge  ?    Not  at  all,   Sir ;   for  both    Anno  1751- 
may  be  true  :    Nay,  probably,  both   are  true  :    The  We^-Y""*- 
Eiection  was  perhaps  a  good  milch  Cow  for  fome 
of  the  Agents,  as  well  as  the  returning  Officer,  and 
both  refolved  to  milk  her  as  long  as  they  could. 

6  Therefore,  Sir,  as  the  Queftion  now  propofed  to  be 
put  to  the  High-BailifF  can  no  way  inj  ure  the  Petitioners, 
-or  in  the  leaft  affect  the  Merits  of  the  Election  or 
Return  ;  and  as  it  relates  to  a  Fact,  which  we  ought 
to  enquire  into  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  I  hope,  it  will  be 
put  to  him  before  we  proceed  to  any  other  Bufinefs.3 

Upon  this  Sir  Richard  Lloyd  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to 
this  Effect. 

6  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  I  hope  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  will  Sir  Rkha 
excufe  me,  if  I  was  one  of  thofe  who  never  was  fur-  Lloyd, 
prifed  at  the  Tedioufnefs  of  the  Wejlminfter  Election ; 
and  indeed,  I  never  did  fufpect  that  it  was  any  way 
unneceffarily  delayed,  till  I  heard  the  Petition  this 
Day  prefented.  Conudering  that  the  Right  of  voting 
for  that  City  was  never  yet  determined  by  this  Houfe, 
and  the  vaft  Number,  as  well  as  various  Kinds  of 
Perfons  that  pretend  to  a  Right  of  voting,  I  forefaw, 
that  when  the  Election  was  fo  ftrenuoully  contefted, 
and  the  contending  Parties  fo  equally  matched,  the 
Scrutiny  muft  take  up  a  very  long  Time,  before  the 
High-Bailiff  could  make  a  Return  with  any  Know- 
ledge or  Juftice  ;  for  I  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  unavoidable  Tedioufnefs  of  all  Difputes,  that  de- 
pend upon  the  Proof  of  a  great  Number  of  Facts,  to 
imagine,  that  fuch  a  Scrutiny  could  be  ended  in  a  few 
Days,  or  even  a  few  Months ;  therefore  the  High- 
Bailiff's  Delay  in  making  the  Return,  was  with  me 
rather  a  Prefumption  that,  he  was  refolved  to  do  im- 
partial Juflice.  than  that  he  protracted  the  Election  either 
for  Gain,  or  from  any  other  irnjuftiflable  Motive 5  and 
confequently,  if  he  had  not  been  accufed,  I  mould 
never  have  fufpected  his  being  guilty  of  any  Offence. 

i  This,  Sir,  being  my  Way  of  thinking,  I  can- 
not be  of  Opinion,  that  we  have  any  Reafon  for 
enquiring  into  the  High -Bailiff's  Conduct,  except 
that  which  is  founded  upon  the  Charge  contained  in 

the 
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A«n6  1751.  the  Petitions  now  before  us  ;  and  that  Charge  we  can-, 
not  certainly  make  the  leaft  Enquiry  into,  before  the 
Day  we  have  already  appointed  for  that  Purpofe.  I 
fhall  moft  readily  grant,  Sir,  that  we  have  a  Right  to 
have  a  Return  made,  as  foon  as  po^bie,  to  every 
Writ  ifTued  for  chufing  the  Members  of  this  Houfe ; 
and  that,  when  an  unreafonabje  Delay  is  made,  we 
ought  to  enquire  into  it,  even  though  no  Complaint 
be  lodged  againft  that  Delay  :  But  when  a  Petition  has 
been  prefented,  complaining,  among  other  Things, 
of  that  very  Delay,  and  a  Day  actually  appointed  for 
hearing  the  Matter  of  that  Petition,  I  muft  be  fo  free 
as  to  fay,  that  an  Enquiry  fet  on  foot  before  that  Day, 
and  without  the  Privity  of  the  Petitioners,  looks  more 
like  a  Defign  to  defeat  Juftice  than  inflicl:  Punifh- 
inent ;  and  if  we  proceed,  I  am  afraid,  this  will  be 
the  remote  Confequence,  whatever  may  be  the  imme- 
diate Defign  ;  for  I  am  far  from  thinking,  that  the 
Noble  Lord  who  made  this  Motion,  has  any  fuch  De- 
fign :  But  if  this  iliould  be  the  Confequence ;  if  the 
Petitipners  fhould  be  by  our  Method  of  Proceeding  fo 
intimidated  or  difcouraged,  as  to  withdraw  their  Peti- 
tions, and  the  returning  Officer,  of  whom  they  fa 
heavily  complain,  efcape  all  Punifhment  or  Cenfure, 
whatever  we  within  Doors  may  think,  the  People, 
without  Doors  will  all  conclude,  that  this  extraordi- 
nary Method  of  Proceeding  was  defigned  to  defeat 
Juftice,  and  to  fcreen  a  public  Criminal  from  Punifh- 
ment j  which,  I  am  fure,  can  no  way  add  to  the  Ho- 
nour or  the  Authority  of  this  AfTembly. 

*  With  impartial  People  without  Doors,  it  will  be 
in  vain,  Sir,  to  plead  the  Order  made  laft  SeJEon,  as 
the  Caufe  of  our  proceeding  in  fuch  a  Manner.  That 
Order  was  to  all  Appearance  duly  complied  with  be- 
fore this  Seflion  began,  and  no  Complaint  of  any 
Breach  of  it  till  this  Day  that  the  Petitions  were 
lodged.  It  will  therefore  be  thought  very  extraordi- 
nary in  us,  to  call  upon  the  High-Bailiff,  after  he  has 
been  thus  accufed,  to  accufe  others ;  and  ftill  more  ex- 
traordinary, to  proceed  to  hear  the  fecond  Complaint 
before  we  have  heard  the  firft,  efpecially  as  the  Day 
appointed  for  hearing  the  firft  is  fo  near  at  hand.  This 
can  never  be  warranted  or  juftified  by  the  Practice  of 

any 
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eny  of  the  Courts  below ;  for  when  a  Rule  of  Court  Anno  \j$it 

is  made,  they  never  enquire  how  it  has  been  complied 

with,  unlefs  it  appears  not  to  have  been  complied  with, 

or  a  Complaint  be  lodged  by  fome  Party  concerned, 

that  it  has  not  been  duly  complied  with  ;  and  even  in 

that  Cafe,  if  it  relates  to  the  Hearing  of  the  Caufe, 

they  put   off  hearing  the  Complaint,  till  the  Caufe 

comes  on  to  be  heard, 

4  The  Hon.  Qentleman  was  plea  fed  to  fay,  Sir, 
we  are  not  fiftiing  for  Crimes  or  Informations,  but  for 
Innocence :  Whofe  Innocence  can  we  be  now  fifhing 
for  I  It  is  evident  from  what  I  have  faid,  that  by  the 
Nature  of  the  Cafe  the  High- Bailiff  cannot  ftand  ac~ 
cufed  of  any  Breach  of  our  Order,  or  of  any  Offence  ; 
he  ftands  accufed  only  by  the  Petitions  now  before  us  ; 
and  as  to  his  Innocence  with  refpeft  to  that  Accufa- 
tion,  we  can  nfh  for  it  no  Way,  but  by  giving  a  fpeedy 
and  impartial  Hearing  to  thofe  Petitions.  I  therefore 
•cannot  comprehend  why  he  was  ordered  to  attend  : 
Surely,  it  was  not  to  be  examined  as  a  Witnefs  in  his 
own  Juftification  :  Can  he  be  deemed  a  legal  Evidence 
for  that  Purpofe  ?  An  eminent  and  a  very  honeft  Judge 
once  faid,  he  would  not  truft  himfelf  with  an  illegal 
Evidence ;  becaufe  even  an  honeft  Man  might  be  pre- 
judiced, without  knowing  it,  by  the  artful  Teftimony 
pf  fuch  an  Evidence.  Shall  we  then  examine  a  Wit- 
nefs that  all  the  World  muft  allow  to  be  illegal  ?  But 
if  he  was  not  called  for  this  Purpofe,  what  elfe  could 
he  be  called  for  ?  I  hope  it  was  not  to  accufe  his  Ac- 
cufers  :  If  it  was,  he  ought  not  to  have  complied  :  It 
would  have  been  but  modeft  in  him,  to  have  told  us, 
that  the  Delay  of  the  Return  proceeded  from  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Election,  and  the  Multitude  of  Perfons 
whofe  Right  of  voting  was  to  be  enquired  into ;  and 
he  might  haye  added,  that  as  to  any  other  Caufe  of 
Delay,  after  he  had  juftified  himfelf  as  to  the  Accufa- 
tion  brought  againft  him  by  the  Petitioners,  he  would 
fhew,  that  it  proceeded  from  others  and  not  from  him. 
This,  I  fay,  would  have  been  but  modeft,  and  what, 
jn  my  Opinion,  a  Man  truly  innocent  would  certainly 
have  chofen :  But  fince  he  has  been  pleafed  to  take 
another  Method  :  Since  he  has  fet  out  with  accufing 
his  Accufers,  or  the  Friends  of  his  Accufers,  I  will 

fay, 
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Aano  1751.  fay,  that,  if  we  allow  him  to  go  on,  we  are  fifhing 
for  Crimes  and  Informations,  and  that  in  as  foul  a 
Channel  as  ever  they  were  fifhed  for. 

6  A  Noble  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fay,  Sir,  that  the 
Houfe  has  yzt  no  Reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  he  will 
charge  his  Accufers,  or  the  Friends  of  his  Accufers, 
with  the  Offence  he  has  n^ntioned.  Sir,  whatever 
that  Noble  Lord  may  have  "Reafon  to  fuppofe,  I  am 
perfuaded,  there  is  not  a  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe  but 
expects,  that  his  Charge  will  fall  upon  fome  of  the 
Agents  for  the  petitioning  Candidate,  and  very  pro- 
bably upon  fuch  as  may  be  the  moft  material  Witnef- 
fes  againft  him  at  the  Hearing.  Whether  they  were 
guilty  or  no,  it  is  not  my  Bufinefs  to  enquire  ;  nor  can 
It,  I  think,  be  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Houfe,  till  the  Mat- 
ter comes  regularly  before  us.  Perhaps  it  may  then 
be  found,  as  the  Hen.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  fug- 
gefted,  that  the  Agents  for  both  Candidates,  as  well 
as  the  returning  Officer,  protracted  the  Election  for 
Gain  ;  but  the  Offence  was  much  more  heinous  in 
him  than  in  them,  becaufe  his  making  any  Gain  wa£ 
exprefsly  againft  Law,  and  contrary  to  his  Duty, 
whereas  they  might  honeftly  and  lawfully  take  a  Re- 
ward for  their  Labour  and  Attendance.  Belides,  if 
they  were  guilty  of  any  affected  Delay,  in  order  to 
inhance  their  Gains,  it  was  his  Duty  to  prevent  it ; 
and  ever  fmce  the  23d  of  February  laft  he  was  armed 
with  the  whole  Power  of  this  Houfe  for  that  very  Pur- 
pofe.  Therefore,  if  they  were  all  guilty  of  fuch  an 
Offence,  he  was  the  Principal,  they  were  but  Accef- 
faries  :  Will  you  try  the  Acceffaries  before  the  Princi- 
pal ?  And  if  you  are  not  now  to  proceed  to  Trial,  why 
ihould  you  now  defire  to  be  informed  ? 

*  In  fhort,  Sir,  we  are  got  into  an  Affair,  which, 
to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  has,  in  my  Opinion,  a  very  bad 
Afpect,  therefore  the  fconer  we  get  out  of  it,  the 
better  5  for  which  Reafon  I  fhall  moft  heartily  concur 
in  the  Motion  for  the  Order  of  the  Day.' 

Here  the  Debate  ended,  and  the  Queftion  propofed 
being  put  to  the  High-Bailiff,  he  named  Mr.  Crozvle> 
who  had  been  employed  by  Sir  George  Vandeput9  as  his 
Counfe^  in  carrying  on  the  Scrutiny.     Then  being 

farther 
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farther  examined,  he  complained  of  ill  Treatment  of-  Anno  i7  r, 
fered  to  him  by  feveral  Perfons  upon  Account  of  his 
Behaviour,  in  relation  to  the  faid  Election  and  Re- 
turn ;  on  which  he  was  required  to  name  the  Perfons, 
and  he  named  the  Hon.  Alexander  Murray^  Efq;  and 
Mr.  JchnGibfon,  an  Upholfterer,  both  of  whom  had 
been  zealous  and  active  in  Favour  of  Sir  George  Van- 
depnt. 

Upon  this  it  was  moved,  that  Richard  Croivle,  Efq; 
mould  attend  that  Houfe  on  the  Thurfday  following, 
which  Motion  was  likewife  ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  but 
being  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  he  was  ordered  to 
attend  accordingly,  as  alfo  the  faid  Mr.  Murray  and 
Mr.  Gtbfon ;  and  the  High-Bailiff  was  ordered  to  at- 
tend on  the  fame  Day,  to  make  good  his  Charge 
againft  them. 

Accordingly,  on  January  31,  the  faid  feveral  Per- 
fons attending,  the  High-Bailiff  proceeded  to  make 
good  his  Charge  againft  Mr.  Crowie9  who,  in  Juftifi- 
cation  of  himfelf,  faid,  That  after  the  High-Bailiff 
had  received  the  Order  of  that  Houfe,  during  laft 
Seffion,  to  expedite  the  Election,  he  took  Occafion 
from  thence  to  hurry  the  Scrutiny  on  fo  faff,  as  not 
to  take  Time  to  do  Juftice  to  his  Clients  ;  that  there- 
upon he  infifted  on  his  taking  fufficient  Time  for  that 
Purpofe,  in  which  Light  he  might  be  faid  to  protract 
the  Scrutiny,  and  he  gloried  in  having  done  fo,  as  it 
was  a  Duty  he  owed  to  his  Clients  ;  and  the  High- 
Bailiff  having  likewife  charged  him  with  fpeaking  con- 
temptuously of  the  Order  of  the  Houfe,  he  faid,  that 
as  to  his  reflecting  upon  the  Order  of  that  Houfe,  he 
had  too  great  a  Regard  for  it,  and  knew  too  well  the 
Effect  of  any  Orders  iffued  from  that  Chair,  which 
was  now  fo  worthily  filled,  even  to  entertain  a  difre- 
fpectful  Thought  of  any  Order  coming  from  thence ; 
and  that  the  Words  he  was  charged  with,  were  meant 
only  to  relate  to  the  Order's  coming  improperly  from 
the  unhallowed  Lips  of  the  Gentleman  who  flood  by 
him. 

Upon  this  a  Motion  was  made,  that  the  High- 
Bailiff  be  directed  to  produce  his  Evidence  upon  his 
Charge  againft  Richard  Crowle,  Efq;  which  was  ob- 
jected to,  as  Mr.  Crowle  had  acknowledged  the  whole 
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Anno  1751.  Charge;  but  after  fome  Debate,  the  Motion  wa£ 
agreed  to,  and  feveral  Witneffes  were  examined  on  the 
Part  of  the  High-Bailiff,  as  alfo  one  Witnefs  on  the 
Part  of  Mr.  Crowle ;  after  which  a  Motion  was  made 
to  refolve,  That  it  appeared  to  that  Houfe,  that 
Richard  Crowle,  Efq;  during  the  late  Scrutiny  of  the 
Poll  for  the  City  of  JVeflminfer,  after  he  had  full  No- 
tice of  the  Orders  of  that  Houfe,  given  to  the  High- 
Bailiff  of  the  faid  City,  to  expedite  the  faid  Scrutiny, 
did  wilfully  and  defignedly  protract  the  fame ;  and 
when  he  was  reminded  of  the  faid  Orders  by  the  High- 
Bailiff,  did  publickly  avow  and  declare  he  had  done 
fo ;  and  did  utter  difrefpectful  Words  in  Contempt  of 
the  Authority  of  that  Houfe.  This  Motion  was  made 
by  the  Marquis. of  Harrington;,  and  feconded  by  the 
Lord  Coke ;  and  it  was  oppofed  by  JVilliam  Noel,  Efq 5 
Paul  Joddrel,  Efq;  Robert  Nugent,  Efq;  and  Mr.  Al- 
derman Baker  \  but  after  a  long  Debate,  the  Queftiori 
wa$  carried  in  the  Affirmative  ;  whereupon  it  was  or- 
dered, that  Mr*  Crowle  mould  then  be  brought  to  the 
Bar,  and  upon  his  Knees  reprimanded  by  Mr.  Speaker 
for  his  faid  Offence,  which  he  accordingly  was,  and 
difcharged,  paying  his  Fees  ;  and  then,  being  very  late^ 
the  Confideration  of  the  Charge  made  by  the  High- 
Bailiff  was  ordered  to  be  adjourned  till  next  Morning. 

Accordingly  next  Day,  February  1,  the  Houfe  re- 
fumed  the  Confideration  of  this  remarkable  Affair ; 
arid  the  High-Bailiff  and  Mr,  Murray  being  called  in, 
the  former  ftated  his  Charge  againft  the  latter,  which 
was  an  Account  of  fome  threatening  or  affronting  Ex- 
preffions  made  ufe  of  by  Mr.  Murray  againft  him* 
moft  of  them  after  the  Election  was  over,  but  did  not 
charge  him  with  any  Act  of  Violence,  either  before 
or  after  the  Election  was  over;  and  Mr.  Murray 
having  in  general  denied  the  Charge,  and  defired  to 
make  his  Defence  thereto  by  Counfel,  Part  of  an  Act 
made  in  the  20th  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign, 
intitled,  An  Acl  for  allowing  Perfons  impeached  of  High- 
Treafon,  whereby  any  Corruption  of  Blood  may  be  made^ 
or  for  Mifprifion  of  fuch  Treafon,  to  make  their  full  De- 
fence by  Counfel,  was  read  ;  after  which  Mr.  Murray 
being  afked,  whether  his  Counfel  were  ready  to  pro- 
ceed, he  anfwered2  that  he  had  fent  for  them,  and 

that 
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that  he  was  ready  himfelf,  but  did  not  know  whether  Anno  1751. 
they  would  be  ready  to  proceed  that  Day ;  whereupon 
the  following  Orders  were  agreed  to,  1.  That  Mr. 
Murray  fhould  be  admitted  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar  of 
that  Houfe  by  his  Counfel,  upon  the  Charge  made 
againft  him  by  the  High-Bailiff.  2.  That  the  High- 
Bailiff  fhould' be  admitted  to  be  heard  by  his  Counfel 
in  Support  of  his  faid  Charge,  if  he  thought  fit. 
3.  That  the  faid  Mr.  Murray  fhould  be  taken  into  the 
Cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  that  Houfe^ 
and  that,  when  he  fhould  be  in  fuch  Cuftody,  the 
Serjeant  fhould  take  fuch  Bail,  as  fhould  be  approved 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  faid  Mr.  Murray?,  Attend- 
ance upon  that  Houfe,  from  Time  to  Time,  as  often 
as  he  fhould  be  required  thereunto.  4.  That  the  fur- 
ther Confideration  of  that  Part  of  the  High-Bailiff's 
Charge,  as  related  to  Mr.  Murray,  fhould  be  adjourned 
till  the  6th  inftant.  And,  5.  That  the  Charge  made 
by  the  High-Bailiff  againft  Mr.  Murray,  fhould  be 
by  him  put  into  Writing,  and  delivered  to  the  Clerk 
of  that  Houfe ;  and  that  a  Copy  of  the  faid  Charge 
fhould  be  delivered  to  the  faid  Mr.  Murray.  Of  thefe 
Orders  the  third  was  warmly  oppofed,  as  being  dif- 
ferent from  their  Method  of  proceeding  upon  any 
Breach  of  Privilege,  in  all  which  Cafes  the  Perfons 
complained  of  were  never  taken  into  Cuftody,  till 
after  they  had  been  fully  heard  in  their  Defence,  and 
as  being  a  prejudging  of  the  Caufe,  before  '.hey  had 
examined  it,  or  knew  any  thing  of  it;  and  that  in 
this  Cafe  fuch  a  Proceeding  would  be  the  more  extra- 
ordinary, as  the  Offence  alledged  confifted  folely  in 
Words,  of  which  no  Complaint  or  Information  had 
been  made  for  above  eight  Months  after  the  Offence 
had  been  committed,  and  even  then,  not  till  an  Ac- 
cufation  had  been  lodged  againft  the  Informant,  upon 
the  Trial  of  which  Accufation>  the  Perfons  he  in- 
formed againft,  might  very  probably  be  the  moft  ma^ 
terial  Witneffes ;  whereas,  in  one  of  the  higheft 
Offences  which  can  be  committed  by  Words,  which 
is  that  of  denying  the  King's  Right  to  the  Crown,  or 
denying  the  Trinity,  the  Information  mult  be  brought 
in  three  or  four  Days  after  the  Words  fpoken,  the 
Words  muft  be  proved  to  have  been  fpoken  malicioufiy, 

directly. 
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Afino  1751.  directly,  and  advifedly,  arid  the  Profecution  muft  be 
in  three  Months  after  the  Information.  However,  as 
the  Law  of  Parliament  was  different  from  the  Com- 
mon or  Statute-Law,  and  as  it  was  thought  neceffarv  to 
vindicate  the  Dignity  and  Authority  thereof,  the  Ques- 
tion was  carried  by  a  great  Majority^  and  Mr.  Murray 
was  accordingly  taken  into  Cuftody,  and  immediately 
gave  Bail  for  his  Appearance; 

The  Hio;h-BailirF  then  ftated  his  Charge  ao-ainft 
the  faid  Mr.  Gibfony  containing  an  Account  of  fome 
Words  fpoken  by  him  during  the  Election,  reflecting 
upon  the  Proceedings  of  that  Houfe,  and  of  the  Le~ 
giflature ;  and  Mr.  Gibfon  having  denied  the  fame* 
Jeveral  Witneffes  were  examined  on  both  Sides,  and 
feveral  Members  gave  an  Account  of  what  they  knew 
of  the  Matter;  whereupon  it  was  refolved,  That  it 
appeared  to  that  Houfe,  that  the  faid  Mr.  John  Gibfon 
was  guilty  of  an  high  Contempt  of  the  Authority 
and  Privileges  of  that  Houfe,  by  reflecting  on  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  that  Houfe,  and  of  the  Legiflature ;.  in 
confequence  of  which  Refolution,  it  was  ordered, 
that  he  fhould,  for  his  faid  Offence,  be  committed 
Prifoner  to  his  Majefty's  Gaol  of  Newgate ^  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  mould  iflue  his  Warrant  accordingly;  where- 
upon he  was  that  very  Night  fent  Prifoner  to  Newgate. 
And  on  Monday,  February  4,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted 
the  Houfe,  of  his  having  been  informed  by  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  that  he  had  taken  into  his  Cuftody  the  Hon. 
Alexander  Murray,  Efq;  and  when  in  his  Cuftody,  had 
taken  Bail  for  his  Attendance  upon  the  Houfe,  from 
Time  to  Time,  as  often  as  he  mould  be  required 
thereunto,  which  Bail  he,  the  Speaker,  had  approved 
of;  and  thereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  the  faid  Mr. 
Murray  mould  attend  the  Houfe  on  Wednefday  Morn- 
ing then  next. 

The  fame  Day,  viz.  February  4,  the  Order  for 
hearing  the  Merits  of  the  Wejiminjler  Election,  which 
ftood  for  next  Day,  was  put  off  to  the  Thurfday  fol- 
lowing, fo  that  the  Houfe,  it  feems,  was  refolved  to 
vindicate  their  own  Privileges,  before  proceeding  to 
hear  that  Election ;  and  on  the  Wednefday  following, 
the  Houfe  refumed  the  Confideration  of  Mr.  Murray  % 
Affair,    and   the  High-Bailiff  and  Counfel   for  Mr. 

Murray 
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Murray  were  called  in  (the  former  thinking  he  had  no    Anno  17 5? , 

Occafion  for  any  Counfel)  and  feveral  WitneiTes  bein^ 

examined  on  both   Sides,    and  Parties    and    Counfel 

withdrawn,  if  was  moved  to  refoive,  That  it  appeared 

to  that  Houfe,  that  the  Hon.  Alexander  Murray ,  Efq; 

on  May   15  laft,  being  the  Day  of  the  Return   of  a 

Member  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  City  of  Wefl- 

jnlnjter,  attended  by  a  Mob,  did,  before  the  Return 

was  made,  come  to  the  Houfe  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the 

Deputy  High-Bailifr  of  the  faid  City,  and  then  and 

there  declared,  in  a  menacing  and  intuiting  Manner, 

that  he  and   a  Thoufand  more   had   fworn,  that  the 

High-Bailiff  fhouid  make  his  Return  in  the  Middle  of 

Covent-Garden,  and  not  in  the  Portico  ;  that  he  was  a 

Fool  he  had  not   ordered   the  Iron  Rails   before  the 

Portico  to  be  cut  down  the  Night  before  ;  for  that  he 

had  advifed  with  Counfel,  that  if  he  had  done  it,  and 

had  not  taken  the  Rails  away,  it  would  have  been  only 

a  Trefpafs  ;   and   that  for    100  or    150/.  they  might 

have  been  made  good  again;  and  that,  had  it  not  been 

to  humour  fome  faint-hearted  Fellows,  it  would  have 

been  done,  or  Words  to  that  Effect ;    and  that  the 

faid  Alexander  Murray,  immediately  after  the  Pactum 

was  made,  appeared  in  Covent-Garden   Church-Yard, 

while  the  returning  Officer  was   in  the   Veftry,  near 

the  Place  where  the  Return  was  made,  at  the  Head 

of  a  Mob,  who  appeared   to   be  on  the  Part  of  Sir 

George  Vandeput,   and  did  then  utter  Words  exciting 

and  inflaming  the  faid  Multitude  to  afiault  and  murder 

the  returning  Officer;  and    that  afterwards,    as    the 

returning  Officer  was  going  away,  the  faid  Alexander 

Murray,  perfevering  in  his  wicked  Purpofes,  did,  at 

the  Head  of  the  faid  Mob,  again  incite  them  to  Acts 

of   Violence,    faying,    with   Imprecations,     cs  Will 

"  nobody  knock  the  Dog  down  ?  Will  nobodv  kill 

"  the  Dog  ?"  Or  Words  to  that  EfFe£t. 

After  a  long  Debate,  this  Motion  was  upon  a  Divi- 
fion  agreed  to  by  152  to  69.  Then  a  Motion  was 
made,  That  the  faid  Alexander  Murray  fhouid,  for  his 
faid  dangerous  and  feditious  Practices,  in  Violation 
and  Contempt  of  the  Authority  and  Privileges  of  that 
Houfe,  and  of  the  Freedom  of  Elections^  be  com- 
mitted clofe  Prifoner  to  his  Majefcy's  Gaol  of  New- 
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[      242      ] 

Anno  1751.  gate ;  whereupon  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Febru- 
ary 23,  1749,  in  relation  to  the  Proceedings  of  tire 
Houfe  for  the  Punifhment  of  William  Myddelton,  Efq; 
was  read  ;  and  the  Motion  after  a  new  Debate  agreed 
to;  after  which  it  was,  after  another  Debate,  re- 
folved, That  he  fhould  then  be  brought  to  the  Bar  of 
that  Houfe,  to  receive  his  Sentence  therej  upon  his 
Knees.  He  was  accordingly  brought  to  the  Bar,  and 
directed  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  kneel  ;  but  as  he  confi- 
tiered,  that  he  could  not  be  difcharged  from  Newgate 
during  the  Seilion,  without  petitioning,  and  acknow- 
ledging an  Offence,  which  he  did  not  think  himfelf 
guilty  of,  and  which  he  was  refolved  he  never  would  do, 
he  therefore  refuted  to  be  upon  his  Knees,  efpecially  as 
he  thought  that  his  falling  voluntarily  upon  his  Knees, 
would  be  an  Acknowledgment  of  his  being  guilty. 

Upon  this  his  Refufal,  he  was  taken  from  the  Bar, 
and  it  was  refolved,  That  his  having,  in  a  moft.  info- 
lent  and  audacious  Manner,  at  the  Bar  of  that  Houfe, 
abfolutely  refufed  to  be  upon  his  Knees,  as  required 
hy  their  former  Refolution,  was  a  high  and  moft  dan- 
gerous Contempt  of  the  Authority  and  Privilege  of 
that  Houfe;  in  Ccnfequence  of  which  it  was  ordered, 
that  he  fhould  be  committed  clofe  Prifoner  to  New- 
gate,  in  order  to  his  forth-coming,  to  abide  fuch 
Orders  as  fhould  be  made  by  that  Houfe,  in  relation 
to  his  faid  Contempt ;  and  that  while  there,  he  fhould 
not  be  allowed  the  Ufe  of  Pen,  Ink,  or  Paper,  nor 
any  Perfon  admitted  to  have  Accefs  to  him,  without 
the  Leave  of  the  Houfe.  A  Committee  was  then 
appointed  to  confider  wThat  Methods  might  be  proper 
to  be  taken  by  the  Houfe,  in  relation  to  the  faid  Con- 
tempt 3  who  were  to  withdraw  immediately  into  the 
Speaker's  Chamber,  and  impowered  to  fend  for  Per- 
fons,  Papers,  and  Records,  and  to  fit,  notwithftand-* 
ing  any  Adjournment  of  the  Houfe. 

It  being  now  half  an  Hour  pall:  One  of  the  Clock 
on  Thurfday  Morning,  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Friday 
Morning,  by  which  the  Order  for  hearing  the  Weft- 
minjler  Election  was  dropt ;  and  Mr.  Murray  was,  in 
$n  Hour  or  two  after,  carried  to  Newgate. 

February  8,  upon  Motion  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
Lord  Eli  hank  fhould  have  Leave  to  refort  to  his  Bro- 
ther, 
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ther,  the-  Hon.  Alexander  Murrc-y ,  Efq;  then  a  Pri-  Anno  1751, 
foner  in  Newgate*  committed  by  an  Order  of  that 
Houfe ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  a  Perfon  from  the 
Keeper  of  Newgate*  having  informed  the  Houfe,  that 
Mr.  Murray  was  ill,  arid  defired  that  Dr.  Lamond*  a 
Fhyfician,  and  Mr.  Cooke*  an  Apothecary,  might 
have  Leave  to  refort  to  him,  it  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. After  which,  upon  Motion,  the '  Order  for 
hearing  the  Wejiminjier  Election  was  revived,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  heard  on  the  12th;  but  on  that 
Day  the  Petitioners,  upon  Motion,  had  Leave  to 
withdraw  their  Petitions ;  and  the  Order  for  hearing 
the  Election  was  difcharged,  which  put  an  End  to 
this  remarkable  Conteft. 

February  13,  upon  Motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Helen  Murray  fhould  have  Leave  to  refort 
to  her  Brother  Mr.  Murray*  then  a  Pri  foner  in  New- 
gate \  and  that  a  Nurfe  and  another  Servant  mould  be 
admitted  to  be  with  him ;  and  next  Day  Mr.  John  Gibfon 
got  his  Petition  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  exprefling  his 
Sorrow  for  having  incurred  the  Difpleafure  of  the 
Houfe,  giving  the  ftrongeft  and  moil  folemn  Afiu- 
rances  of  his  never  giving  the  ieaft  Offence  for  the 
future,  and  praying  to  be  difcharged  from  his  Confine- 
ment ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  he  fhould  be 
brought  to  the  Bar  the  next  Morning,  in  order  to  his 
being  difcharged  ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  mould  iiTue 
his  Warrants  accordingly.  Next  Day  he  was  accord- 
ingly brought  to  the  Bar,  where,  upon  his  Knees,  he 
received  a  Reprimand  from  Mr.  Speaker ;  and  was 
ordered  to  be  difcharged  out  of  Cuflody,  paying  his 
Fees. 

February  18,  Sir  William  Yonge  reported  from  the 
faid  Committee-  appointed  to  confider  and  report  to  the 
Houfe,  what  Methods  might  be  proper  to  be  taken  by 
the  Houfe,  in  relation  to  the  faid  Mr.  Murray*  and 
the  faid  Report  being  read,  it  appeared  from  thence, 
that  no  Perfon  had  ever  refufed  to  be  upon  his  Knees 
when  directed  by  that  Houfe,  except  during  the  Usur- 
pation which  began  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
and  that  even  then  clofe  Imprisonment  was  the  only 
Punifhment  inni&ed.  Therefore  the  Houfe  did  not 
thereupon   come  to  any   new  Refoiuticn;    but  only 
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Anno  1751.  ordered,  that  the  faid  Do&or  Lamond,  and  Mr.  Cocfa- 
the  Apothecary,  fhould  attend  the  Houfe  on  that  Day 
fe'ennight.  In  the  mean  time,  011  Friday  22,  the 
Houfe  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Murray  was  ftill  fo 
very  bad  in  Newgate,  that  it  was  neceiTary  for  his 
being  blooded,  and  that  one  Mr.  Guiding  had  many 
Years  been  his  Apothecary  and  Surgeon,  and  confe- 
quently  bed  acquainted  with  his  Conftitution,  there- 
fore it  was  moved  and  ordered,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Gold- 
ing  mould  be  admitted  to  refort  to  him ;  and  on  the 
25th,  Do&or  Lamond,  and  Mr.  Cooke  the  Apothecary, 
attending,  according  to  Order,  the  former  was  called 
in,  and  after  a  very  ftricl:  Examination,  as  to  the  pre- 
fent  State  of  Mr.  Murray's  Health,  though  the  Doc- 
tor affirmed,  that  it  was  ftill  very  bad,  it  was  refolved,- 
that  no  Perfon,  allowed  by  that  Houfe  to  refort  to  Mr, 
Murray,  fhould  have,  without  frefh  Leave  of  the' 
Houfe,  any  further  Accefs  to  him,  except  Doctor 
Lamond,  and  Mr.  Cooke,  and  except  the  Nurfe  who 
had  been  allowed  to  be  with  him  ;  fo  that  from  hence- 
forth he  was  deprived  of  the  Company  of  his  Brother 
and  Sifter,  and  the  Attendance  of  his  own  Apothe- 
cary and  Servant. 

From  this  Time,  until  April  2,  nothing  paiTed  irt 
relation  to  Mr.  Murray ;  but  on  that  Day  the  Houfe 
being  informed,  that  the  faid  Doctor  Lamond  was  at- 
tending at  the  Door,  and  was  defirous  of  giving  the 
Houfe  fome  Information  relating  to  him,  he  was  called' 
in,  and  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  that  Day- 
attended  Mr.  Murray,  that  he  apprehended  him  to 
have  the  Gaol-Diiremper  coming  upon  him,  and  that 
he  left  him  fo  extremely  ill,  that  if  he  was  not  imme- 
diately removed  from  the  Place  of  his  then  prefent 
Confinement,  there  would  be  no  Pofnbility  of  faving 
him.-  Upon  this  it  was  ordered,  that  the  faid  Mr. 
Murray  mould  be  difcharged  from  his  Confinement  in 
Newgate,  and  delivered  ever  into  the  Cuftody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms,  in  order  to  give  Satisfaction  to  that 
Houfe,  fromTime  toTime,  in  relation  to  the  State  of 
his  Health ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  mould  iflue  his  War- 
rant accordingly.  It  was  alfo  ordered,  that  no  other 
Perfon  mould  be  admitted  to  refort  to  him,  while  in  fuch 
Cuitodvj  except  fuch  other  Perfon  or  Perfons  as  Mr. 

«  Speaker 
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Speaker  fhould,  from  Time  to  Time,  think  fit  to  autho-  An^o  1751, 
rife  by  Warrant  fo  to  do,  upon  proper  Application  to  be  " 
made  to  him  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker 
fhculd  be  impowered  to  ifTue  his  Warrants  accord- 
ingly; and  alfo  it  was  ordered,  that  Mr.  Murray •, 
while  in  fuch  Cuftody,  mould  not  be  allowed  the  Ufe 
of  Pen,  Ink,  or  Paper,  otherwife  than  as  Mr.  Speaker 
fhould,  from  Time  to  Time,  think  fit  by  his  War- 
rant to  authorife;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  lhould  be  im- 
powered to  ifTue  his  Warrants  accordingly. 

Next  Day  Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe,  that 
the  Deputy  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  had  fomething  to 
communicate  to  the  Koufe,  relating  to  the  Execution 
of  the  Orders  made  the  Day  before,  for  removing  Mr, 
Murray  from  Newgate^  into  the  Cuftody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms ;  and  the  Deputy  being  called  in,  he 
acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  did  the  Evening  before 
communicate  to  the  Keeper  of  Newgate  Mr.  Speaker's 
Warrants  for  removing  the  faid  Mr.  Murray ;  where- 
upon being  admitted,  he  did  acquaint  Mr.  Murray 
with  the  Orders  of  the  Houfe  for  his  Removal,  but 
that  his  Phyfician,  Doctor  Lamond^  being  prefent,  and 
giving  it  as  his  Opinion,  that  it  might  be  very  impro- 
per to  remove  Mr.  Murray  that  Night,  and  that  it 
might  be  more  advifeable  to  defer  fuch  Removal  till 
next  Morning,  he  the  faid  Deputy  acquiefced  therein5 
and  accordingly  did  that  Morning,  together  with  Doc- 
tor Lomond^  again  attend  Mr.  Murray^  and  told  him, 
that  he  was  ready  to  execute  the  faid  Warrants;  h\x% 
that  Mr.  Murray  then  faid,  that  he  thought  fuch  Re- 
moval would  be  of  little  or  no  Service  to  him,  and 
that  as  the  Application  to  the  Houfe  was  without  his 
Knowledge,  he  chofe,  if  it  could  be  permitted,  to 
remain  where  he  was ;  and  that  he  alfo  requeued  him, 
the  faid  Deputy,  to  inform  the  Koufe,  that  he  was 
extremely  thankful  for  the  Favour  intended  him  ;  and 
that  the  faid  Doclor  Lamond  likewife  thought,  that  as 
his  Fever  had  left  him  fooner  than  he  apprehended,  it 
was  the  beit.  Way  not  to  remove  him,  as  nothing  buf 
My  and  Exercife  could  be  of  real  Service  to  him. 

And  the  faid  Deputy  being  farther  examined,  ae* 
quainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  found,  from  his  Conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Murray  >  that  he  had  been  informed 
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Apno  1751.  of  the  Steps  which  had  been  taken  for  the  faid  Appli- 
cation to  the  Houfe,  and  that  he  exprefTed  great  Un- 
eafinefs  thereupon,  and  ufed  fome  Words  of  Refent- 
ment  towards  one  of  his  Relations,  on  Account  of 
fuch  Application  being  made,  faying,  that  it  was  a 
mean  Thing  in  him  to  apply  to  the  Houfe  without  his, 
the  faid  Mr.  Murray's,  Confent. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Information  given  by  Doctor 
Lamond  the  preceding  Day,  and  his  Examination  con- 
sequent thereupon,  were  then  read  ;  and  as  Doctor 
Lamond  was  attending  at  the  Door,  he  was  called  in, 
and  being  examined,  he  gave  the  Houfe  an  Account 
in  what  Condition  he  found  Mr.  Murray  the  Night 
before,  v/ith  his  Reafons  for  thinking  it  improper  to 
have  him  removed  at  that  Time  ;  and  alfo  acquainted 
the  Houfe,  that  Mr.  Murray  did  not  defire  to  be  re- 
moved cut  of  Newgate^  unlefs  he  could  have  the  Be- 
nefit of  the  Air  and  Exercife,  and  was  difTatisned  with 
the  Application  which  had  been  made  to  that  Houfe  ; 
and  that  he  the  faid  Doctor  did  not  then  perceive  any 
Symptoms  of  Mr.  Murray's  having  the  Gaol-Diftem- 
per,  but  thought  him  much  better  than  he  was  the 
preceding  Day,  although  far  from  being  well. 

Thus  we  may  fee,  that  as  ill  as  Mr.  Murray  was, 
and  as  necetTary  as  Air  and  Exercife  were  for  reftoring 
him  to  Health,  he  would  not  deign  to  afk  the  Favour 
of  being  admitted  to  Bail,  or  fo  much  as  that  of  being 
releafed  from  Newgate.  However,  as  the  forcing  him 
from  Newgate  into  the  Cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  might  have  been  attended  with  fcandalous  Sug- 
geitions,  in  cafe  he  had  died  while  in  that  Cuftody, 
the  Houfe  very  wifely  revoked  their  Orders  for  his  Re- 
moval, and  ordered,  that  he  mould  remain  in  the  fame 
Cuftody  he  was  in,  under  the  fame  Orders  that  were 
fubfifting  when  the  revoked  Orders  were  made  ;  and 
thus  he  remained  till  the  End  of  the  Seffion,  when  he 
was  of  courfe  discharged,  as  the  Prorogation  put  an 
End  to  that  Authority  by  which  he  ftood  commit- 
ted. 

The  Money  granted  this  Year  for  paying  off  public 
Debts,  was  2,525,023/.  that  for  making  good  Defi- 
ciencies, in  which  are  included  all  Sums  for  replacing 
to  the- Sinking  Fund  the  like  Sums  paid  out  of  the  fame, 
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amounted  to  24^,575/.  tiie  Expences  incurred,  and   Anno  175c. 

not  provided  for,    amounted  to    107,267  L    and  the  V,,,  —  ^—    ^ 

Money  granted  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year, 

amounted  to  2,061,998/.  the  whole,    including  the 

Fractions,    amounted    to    4,939,865/.    10  j.    ii  \d. 

The  Sum  granted  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means   to  raife  this  Sum,  exceeded  it  by  185,158/. 

In  the  Committee,  however,  fome  Debates  happened 

of  a  pretty  extraordinary  Nature ;  for,  by  a  Refolu- 

tion  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  no  more  than  8000 

Seamen  were  provided  for  the  Service  of  the  current 

Year,  upon  which    10,000  were  moved  for;  which 

occafioned    a  long  Debate,  whether  the  Number  of 

Seamen  for  the  enfuing  Year  Ihould  be  eight  or  ten 

thoufand. 

Lord  Barrington  fpoke  for  eight  thoufand,  to  the 
following  Purport. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  As  the  Motion  I  am  to  make  is,  I  know,  a  little  UrdBamngtegi 
unpopular  in  this  Country,  I  mull:  beg  Leave  to  give 
you  at  full  Length  the  Reafons  that  have  induced  me 
to  think  of  making  it.  CEconomy  is  at  all  Times  as 
beneficial  to  a  Society,  as  it  is  to  a  private  Family  ; 
but  at  prefent,  Sir,  it  will  not  only  be  beneficial,  but 
it  is  absolutely  neceflary  for  this  Nation.  Under  that 
heavy  Load  of  Debt,  which  the  expensive  Wars  we 
have  been  engaged  in  have  brought  upon  us,  it  is 
ablblutely  neceflary  to  contract  every  Article  of  pub- 
lic Expence,  as  far  as  is  confident  with  our  prefent 
Security,  and  with  the  Prefervation  of  that  Tran- 
quillity, which  we  now  fo  happily,  and,  I  may  fay, 
unexpectedly  enjoy.  In  Time  of  Peace,  I  believe  no 
Man  will  think  of  adding  to  the  Number  of  our 
Taxes,  or  of  increafing  any  one  of  thofe  we  are  now 
loaded  with ;  and  every  one  knows,  that  all  out 
Taxes,  except  the  Land  and  Malt,  are  now  mortga- 
ged for  raifing  the  Civil-Lift  Revenue,  or  for  paying 
the  Intereft  and  Principal  of  Debts  already  contracted. 
That,  indeed,  which  is  allotted  for  paying  off  and 
finking  the  Principal  of  our  Debt,  we  may  now  and 
then,  in  a  Cafe  of  Neceffity,  make  free  with,  be- 
^aufe  fuch  is  the  public  Credit  of  this    Kingdom., 
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that  none  of  its  Creditors  clefire  to  have  any  Part  of 
their  Principal  paid  off,  notwithstanding  the  low  Rate 
of  Intereft  they  have  now  agreed  to  accept  of.  But 
this  facred  Fund,  meaning  that  we  call  the  Sinking 
Fund,  we  ought  as  feldom  as  pofiible„.  to  divert  from 
that  Ufe  for  which  it  was  originally  intended;  and 
no  Man^  I  fuppofe,  will  fay,  that  in  Time  of  Peace 
we  ought  to  load  our  landed  Gentlemen  with  more 
than  two  or    three  Shillings  in  the  Pound. 

<•  The  Produce  of  the  Land  and  Malt  Tax  is  now 
fo  well  known.  Sir,  that,  I  believe,  I  need  not  in- 
form Gentlemen,  that  the  former  at  three  Shillings 
in  the  Pound,  never  brings  into  the  Exchequer,  clear 
of  all  Deductions,  full  1,500,000/.  and  the  latter 
feldom,  if  ever,  above  700,000/.  therefore  we  ought. to 
reduce  our  annual  public  Expence  within  2,200,000  /._ 
or,  if  pc-Sible,  within  1 ,7000,000  /.  In  thefe  Cir- 
cumstances, I  do  not  doubt  but  that  many  Gentle-* 
men  have  been  turning  their  Thoughts  towards  CEco- 
iiomy,  and  endeavouring  to  fix  upon  thofe.  Articles  of 
public  Expence,  upon  which  a  Saving  may  be  made, 
without  rilking  that  Security  we  are  now  bleiTed  with. 
Some  of  thefe  Gentlemen  I  have  converfed  with,  and 
all  I  have  talked  to  upon  the  Subject,  join  with  me 
in  Opinion,  that  8000  Seamen  will  be  fuffieient  for  the 
Service  of  the  enfuing  Year  ;  fo  that  we  may  reduce 
2000  of  thofe  we  had  laft  Year  in  the  public  Ser^. 
vice,  which  will  be  a  Saving  of  104,000/. 

4  Lad  Year.  Sir,  it  was  necefiary  to  have  1 0,000 
for  feveral  Reafons  that  do  not  now  exift,  fome  of 
which, I  {hall  beg  Leave  to  mention.  In  the  firft 
Place,  at  the  Beginning  of  laft  Year  it  was  to  be 
apprehended  that  Pirates  might  appear  in  fome  of  the 
■diflant  Parts  of  the  Ocean,  as  has  generally  happen- 
ned  after  a  long  War,  when  great  Numbers  of  Sea- 
men of  all  maritime  Nations  are  difoanded,  and  can- 
not find  Employment  in  the  Merchant-Service ;  and 
as  this,  had  it  happened,  would  have  very  much  dif- 
turbed  our  Trade,  it  was  neceflary  to  keep  fome 
Ships  in  Commiilion,  that  they  might'  be  ready  to 
fail  upon  the  firft  Order,  to  intercept  and  deftroy 
thofe  Enemies  of  Mankind ;  but  as  none  fuch  have 
yet  apneared,  we  may  reafonably  conclude,,  that  we 
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fhall  not  now  be  troubled  with  any  fuch,  and  there-    An»o  1751. 
fore  it   is   unneceflary  to  keep  any  Ships  in  readinefs 
for  fuch  a  Service. 

c  In  the  next  Place,  Sir,  we  had  at  the  Beginning  of 
laft  Year  feveral  more  Ships-  of  War  in  the  Eaft-In- 
dies,  than  we  fhall  now  have  Occafion  for;  and  as 
thofe  Ships  could  not  with  any  Certainty  be  expected 
to  return  before  the  End  of  the  Year,  we  were  obli- 
ged to  provide  for  them  during  the  Whole,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  Nation's  running  in  Debt,  which 
ought  always  to  be  avoided,  if  poiiible ;  for,  I  think, 
it  is  much  better,  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Seflion, 
to  have  fome  public  Money  to  difpofe  of,  than  to 
have  an  Account  brought  in  of  Services  incurred  and 
not  provided  for.  In  the  third  Place,  we  were  Ian: 
Year  obliged  to  have  a  good  many  Ships  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, on  account  of  Difputes  and  Contefts  we 
then  had  with  fome  of  the  Nations  bordering  upon 
that  Sea ;  but  as  thefe  Difputes  are  all  now  accommoda- 
ted in  an  amicable  Manner,  or  in  a  fair  Way  of  being 
fo,  we  mail  next  Year  have  Occafion  for  very  few 
Ships  in  that  Part  cf  the  World. 

c  Thus,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  the  next  Year's 
Service  will  not  require  fuch  a  Number  of  Seamen, 
as  was  necenary  during  the  laft ;  and  as  lefs  than 
10,000  (for  we  had  but  9800  in  actual  Pay)  fupplied 
all  our  Occafions  laft  Year,  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
8000  will  be  fully  fumcient  for  the  Year  enfuing, 
Befides,  I  have  taken  all  poiiible  Pains  to  inform  my- 
felf  of  the  feveral  Services  thought  neceflary  in  former 
Times  of  Peace,  and  I  find,  that  with  8000  Seamen 
we  may  keep  as  many  and  as  good  ftation  Ships,  in 
the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa, 
and  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  have  ufually  been  em- 
ployed in  a  Time  of  fettled  Tranquillity,  and  yet 
may  have  always  4000  at  Home,  which  would  be  fuf- 
ficient for  guarding  our  own  Coafts,  and  even  for 
enabling  us  to  fit  out  a  very  powerful  Squadron  upon 
any  fudden  Emergency,  becaufe,  here  at  Home,  we 
may  always,  in  a  few  Days,  add  double  the  Num- 
ber, in  Cafe  it  fhould   be  found  neceflary. 

c  In  this  Opinion    I  am  confirmed,  Sir,  by  con- 
fidering,  that  in  the  Year  1725,  we  had  but  5800 
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'Jhp-o  2752.  Seamen  in  actual  Pay  ;  and  no  Gentleman  can  fuppofe, 
that  all  neceffary  Services  were  not  then  fully  {"ap- 
plied, when  I  inform  him,  that  the  Lord  Berkeley^ 
Sir  John  Norris,  Sir  Charles  Wager?  and  Mr.  Cockr 
hum?  then  fat  at  the  Admiralty  Board.  If  then  fo 
fmall  a  Number  as  <;8oo  was  at  that  Time  fufficient 
for  fupplying  all  neceffary  Services,  can  any  one  ima- 
gine, that  8oco  will  not  now  be  fufficient  for  the 
lame  Purpofe  ?  I  know,  I  fhall  be  told  of  the  late 
great  Preparations  of  the  French?  and  their  diligent 
Application  to  the  Increafe  of  their  Marine ;  and  I 
confefs,  that  of  late  we  have  been  by  our  Gazettes 
pretty  much  amufed  with  thefe  Accounts ;  but  thofe 
Accounts  are  very  much  exaggerated  ;  for  all  they  have 
done  yet,  can  hardly  be  called  a  restoring  of  their 
Marine,  after  what  it  fuffered  in  the  late  War,  and 
there  is  a  very  great  Difference  between  building  of 
Ships,  and  fitting  them  out  to  Sea.  They  muft  build  yet 
a  long  Time,  before  they  can  be  upon  an  equal  Foot-* 
in g  with  us  ;  and  were  they  now  upon  an  equal  Foot- 
ing with  us,  as  to  the  Numbers  and  Rates  of  Ships, 
we  have  no  Occafion  to  keep  a  great  Number  of 
Seamen  in  actual  Pay,  becaufs  it  is  known,  that  we 
can  raife  Seamen,  and  fit  out  Ships,  fafter  than  they 
ever  could,  or,  I  hope,  ever   will  be  able  to  do. 

4  I  therefore  hope,  Sir,  that  by  thefe  Phantoms, 
which  are  dreiTed  up  by  our  News-Papers,  in  order 
to  amufe  their  Readers,  Gentlemen  will  not  allow 
themfelves  to  be  frightened  into  a  greater  Expence 
than  is  neceffary  for  the  prefent  Service,  efpeeially  as 
there  is  not  the  leafr  Appearance  that  France  has  any 
Immediate  Defign  of  coming  to  a  Rupture  with  this 
Nation.  Gentlemen  fhould  upon  this  Occafion  re- 
flect, that  if  in  Time  of  Peace  v/e  keep  up  a  greater 
Number  of  Seamen  than  we  have  any  Call  for,  it 
may  difable  us  from  keeping  up,  in  Time  of  War, 
fuch  a  Number  as  may  then  be  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  our  Safety  at  Home,  and  the  Prefer  vation  of  our 
Dominions  in  different  Parts  of  the  World.  ThisP 
tho'*  a  diftant  Danger,  ought  to  be  a  prefent  Dread  ; 
and  will  have  great  Weight  with  every  one  who  con- 
fiders,  that  now  in  Time  of  Peace  we  muff  pay  off 
i  confid arable  Part  of  our  prefent  Debt3  otherwise 
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we  can  ex  peel  no  Credit  for  carrying  on  any  future  War.     Anna  1751,,' 
This   has  with  me  a  Weight  fuperior  to  every  other  <„     -u— ^* 
Confederation ;  and  will,  I  hope,  be  my  Excufe  for 
moving,  That  8ogo  Men  only  be  employed  in  the 
Sea-Service  for  this  current  Year.' 

He  was  anfwered  by  Robert  Nugent,  Efq;    whofe 
Speech  was  in  Subflance  thus. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  What  the  Noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  fay  R0b«t  Nuceatj 
to  us,  feems  to  me  fomething  like  the  fabulous  Scylla,Ef<ij 
as  defcribed  by  Virgil,  all  Beauty  above,  all  Defor- 
mity below ;  and  if  what  he  propofes  mould  be  com- 
plied with,  it  will  be  as  pernicious  to  our  Marine,  as 
that  Monfter  was  to  the  Marine  of  the  Ancients. 
His  Lordfhip  fet  out  with  a  Maxim,  which  I  highly 
approve  of.  CEconomy  muft  always  be  of  great  Ser- 
vice to  States  as  well  as  private  Families ;  and  I  (hall 
heartily  agree  to  its  being  abfolutely  necefTary  for  us 
in  our  prefent  diftreffed  Circumftances ;  for  diftrefled 
I  muft:  call  them,  when  it  is  of  all  Sides  admitted, 
that  we  can  hardly  fupport  our  Government  in  Time 
of  Peace,  without  laying  violent  Hands  on  that  fa- 
cred  Treafure  defigned  for  the  Difcharge  of  our  Debts. 
But  however  necefTary  CEconomy  may  be  to  us,  I  muft 
be  of  Opinion,  that  what  the  Noble  Lord  advifes, 
would  be  a  Beginning  at  the  wrong  End.  Inftead  of 
beginning,  we  mould  end  with,  cr  rather  at  our 
Navy ;  for  we  have  already  reduced  our  Number 
of  Seamen  more  than  we  ought  ever  to  do.  At 
leaft,  we  fnould  reduce  every  other  Article  of  Expence, 
before  we  think  of  making  any  farther  Reduction 
of  that  which  is  really  the  Palladium  of  this  Country  ; 
I  mean  the  Number  we  have  of  brave  and  experienced 
Seamen.  Other  Countries  may  have  as  many  Ships  as 
we ;  and  particularly  France,  if  they  will  be  at  the 
Expence,  may  in  a  few  Years  exceed  us  in  Number  and 
Strength  of  Ships  ;  but  Ships  of  War,  without  Seamen, 
are  like  fortified  Towns  without  Garrifons,  only  fit 
to  be  taken  or  deftroyed  by  an  Enemy ;  and  unlefs 
it  be  our  own  Fault,  neither  France,  nor  any  Coun- 
try in  the  whole  World,  can  ever  exceed  us,  or  equal 
us  in  Number  of  brave  and  experienced  Seamen. 

4  This, 
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Anna  77-1,  «  This,  Sir,  is  an  Advantage  which  we  have  from 
Nature,  not  from  our  Gondii cr. ;  for  our  late  Conduct 
has  been  fuch,  we  have  treated  our  Sailors  in  fuch  a 
hatih  Manner,  as  if  we  defigned  to  banifh  from  our 
Dominions  ever/  Man  that  could  pretend  to  be  a  Sai- 
lor ;  and  indeed,  confidering  our  Methods  of  pref- 
fing,  our  Method  of  paying  them  their  Wages,  and 
our  Method  of  turning  them  over  from  Ship  to  Ship, 
I  am  furprifed  that  any  of  our  common  Men  ever 
enter  into  the  Sea-Service,  or  into  any  fort  of  Burl- 
nefs  that  may  furniih  a  Pretence  for  preffing  them 
into  that  Service ;  for  their  Cafe  is  the  more  grie- 
vous, as  they  live  in  a  Country  where  no  other 
fort  of  Men,  above  the  Character  of  a  Vagabond, 
can,  even  in  Time  of  War,'  be  preiTed  into  any  Ser* 
vice  ;  whereas  a  Man,  who  has  been  bred  a  Sailor, 
-may  by  Cuftom  be  preiTed  into  the  Government's 
Service,  not  only  in  Time  of  War,  but  as  often  as 
a  Mmifter  takes  it  into  his  Head  to  fit  out  a  Squa- 
dron :  And  this  muft  always  be  the  Cafe  as  long  as  we, 
keep  fuch  a  frnall  Number  of  Seamen  in  the  public 
Service  in  Time  of  Peace;  for  it  is  ridiculous  to  think 
of  any  other  Method  for  preventing  the  Neceiiity  of 
prefling,  but  that  of  keeping  a  fufficient  Number  in 
Fay,  even  in  Time  of  Peace.  The  Merchants  muft 
always  have  a  certain  Proportion  of  expert  Seamen  in 
their  Service  for  the  fafe  navigating  of  their  Ships, 
and  will  give  any  Wages  rather  than  not  have  them  ; 
therefore,  when  there  is  a  fudden  and  great  Demand 
for  fuch  Seamen  for  the  public  Service,  the  Merchants 
muft  and  will  give  greater  Wages  than  the  Public  can 
afford  to  give,  cohfequently  we  cannot  expect  that 
many  expert  Seamen  will  enter  voluntarily  into  the 
ie,  when  they  can  have  higher  Wages  in  the 
^Aerchzni  Service  ;  and  this  muft  always  be  the  Con- 
:nce  of  our  keeping  a  fmall  Number  of  Seamen 
it-  the  public  Service  in  Time  of  Peace.  But  if  we 
riculd  in  Time  of  Peace  keep  15  or  20,000  expert 
Seamen  in  the  public  Service,  we  mould  feldom  want 
\  ■/  from  the  Merchant-Service;  we  fhould  never 
Want  a*bove  8  cr  io,cco,  and  that  Number  the  Mer- 
could  always  ipare,_  by  employing  Landmen  in 
.  they  would  never  be  obliged  to 
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outbid  the  Public,  and  Numbers  of  expert  young  Sea- 
men would  lift  voluntarily  in  the  Government's  Ser- 
vice upon  every  Occafion,  if  it  were  for  no  other 
Reafon  but  for  the  Sake  of  Novelty. 

6  Gentlemen  muft  from  hence  fee,  Sir,  that  the  Noble 
Lord  has  put  the  Necefiity  we  are  under  of  keeping  a 
Number  of  Seamen  in  the  public  Service,  even  m 
Time  of  Peace,  upon  a  very  wrong  Foundation.  It 
is  not  for  Protection,  Sir,  we  do  fo.  We  have  no 
Occafion  for  Protection,  when  there  is  neither  Enemy 
nor  Pirate  to  be  met  with  in  the  Ocean.  If  Protec- 
tion were  the  only  Reafon,  we  fhould  have  no  Occa- 
fion for  keeping  one  Ship  in  Commiilion,  or  one  Sailor 
in  Pay,  during  a  Time  of  profound  Tranquillity. 
But  the  true  Reafon,  and  indeed  the  only  Reafon  for 
our  keeping  2ny  Ship  in  Commifnon,  or  any  Sailor  in 
Pay,  when  there  is  neither  Enemy  nor  Pirate  to  be 
apprehended,  is  to  preferve  our  Character  a;;  a  mari- 
time Powder,  and  to  prevent  our  being  reduced  to  the 
Neceflitv  of  that  oppremve  and  pernicious  Practice  of 
jpreffing  Seamen  into  the  Service  of  the  Government; 
and  will  the  Noble  Lord  fay,  can  any  Man  fay,  that 
8000  Men  is  fumcient  for  this  Purpo'fe  ? 

6  Sir,  I  will  be  bold  to  fav,  that  15,00c  is  not  fully 
fumcient  for  this  Purpofe;  20,000  expert  and  able  Sea- 
men is  the  leaft  the  Government  fhould  always  have 
in  its  Service ;  and  if  we  mould  refolve  to  have  no 
ufeiefs  Troops  at  home,  nor  any  Princes  in  our  Pay 
abroad,  in  Time  of  Peace,  nor  any  fine-cure  Places, 
extravagant  Salaries,  or  unmerited  Penfions  in  Time 
of  Peace  or  War,  I  will  fay,  that  we  might  keep 
20,000  Seamen  in  Pay  in  Time  of  Peace,  without 
ever  allowing  the  annual  Expence  to  exceed  the  annual 
Produce  of  thewMalt-Tax  and  a  Land-Tax  of  2s.  in 
the  Pound  ;  for  in  that  Cafe  his  Majefty  might  fpare 
to  apply  100,000/.  or  two  yearly  out  of  the  Civil-Lift 
Revenue,  towards  fupporting  our  Navy,  whicJi,  I  am 
very  fure,  would  be  more  effectual  for  gaining;  him  the 
Good-will  of  his  People,  the  fureft  Foundation  of  his 
Throne,  than  double  that  Sum  applied  towards  main- 
taining a  numerous  mercenary  Army  ;  for  I  hope,  no 
King  of  this  Realm  ever  will,  I  am  fare,  his  prefent 
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Anno  1751.   Majefty  never  did,  attempt  to  have  a  mercenary  Par-* 
liament. 

c  But,  Sir,  the  Lofs  of  our  Character  as  a  mari- 
time Power,  and  the  Continuance  of  our  Neceffity  of 
preffing,  are  not  the  only  fatal  Confequences  of  fach 
a  great  Reduction  of  Seamen  ;  it  will  always  be,  and 
I  fear  has  lately  been,  attended  with  a  much  worfe 
than  either  ;  I  mean  that  of  forcing  our  Seamen  into 
foreign  Service  ;  and  every  one  knows,  where  they 
will  be  joyfully  received,  and  better  treated  than  ever 
they  were  in  their  native  Country.  At  the  End  of 
the  laft  War  we  had  above  40,000  Seamen  in  the  Go- 
vernment's Service ;  and  during  the  War  fuch  a  Num- 
ber of  young  Men  had  been  bred  up  to  the  Sea,  that 
before  the  End  of  it,  the  Merchant-Service  was  almoft 
fully  flocked*  We  have  fince  the  War  already  re- 
duced above  30,000  j  and  it  is  impoilible  to  fuppofe, 
that  one  Half  of  them  could  get  Employment  in  our 
Merchant-Service ;  It  is  equally  impoilible  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  other  Half  could  get  any  Employment 
at  Land  :  What  then  has  become  of  them  ?  Some  of 
them,  it  is  true,  have  miferabiy  perimed  at  'Tyburn,  or 
more  miferabiy  rotted  and  ftarved  in  our  Gaols,  by 
the  Cruelty  of  our  Ufurers  ;  but  the  Number  cannot 
be  very  confiderable  ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  highly 
probable,  that  they  have  gone  by  Thoufands  into  the 
French  or  Spa?iijh  Service.  Can  we  imagine  that,  in 
cafe  of  a  War,  they  would  return  upon  a  Proclama- 
tion ?  If  any  of  them  inclined  to  do  fo,  they  would 
be  prevented  ;  and  as  to  the  reft,  we  mould  probably 
find  them  the  moft  defperate  Enemies  we  have  to  deal 
with. 

c  Other  Gentlemen,  Sir,  may  call  this  great  Re- 
duction of  Seamen  (Economy;  but,  for  the  Reafons 
I  have  mentioned,  I  always  thought  it  the  Height 
of  Imprudence  ;  and  it  is  the  more  unaccountable,  as 
we  have  fhewn  no  fuch  CEconomy  in  any  one  other 
Article  of  the  public  Expence.  It  is  indeed  impof- 
fible  to  account  for  our  late  Conduct,  or  to  reconcile 
what  fome  Gentlemen  now  fay,  with  their  W^ay  of 
talking  two  or  three  Years  ago.  Thofe  Gentlemen 
were  then  for  keeping  up  a  great  Number  of  Seamen 
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by  Land  as  well  as  by  Sea;  it  is  true,  they  at  firfl  Anno  175^ 
propofed  but  3000  of  thefe  Land-Seamen,  but  if  their 
Scheme  had  taken  Effect,  that  Body  of  new  Sort  of 
Seamen  was  foon  to  have  been  augmented  to  10,000; 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  had  at  the  fame  Time 
a  Scheme  for  making  Slaves  both  of  our  Seamen  and 
Soldiers.  They  then  talked  of  nothing  but  preferv- 
ing  our  Superiority  at  Sea,  and  keeping  our  Navy  al- 
ways in  a  refpe£table  Condition.  Prefling  was  then  fee 
in  the  moft  hideous  Lipbt ;  and  this  Scheme  of  Land- 
Seamen  was  to  prevent  our  being  ever  reduced  to  the 
Neceflity  of  making  ufe  of  fuch  a  Method  for  manning 
our  Navy.  But  their  enflaving  Scheme  was  defeated, 
and  the  other  fhewn  to  be  ridiculous  ;  and  now  iince 
they  find  they  cannot  make  Slaves  of  our  Seamen, 
they  are  for  having  as  few  of  them  as  poflible  in  the 
public  Service.  Soldiers  are  now  their  only  Darlings  ; 
and  therefore  we  muft  maintain  twice  as  many  of  them 
as  we  have  any  Occafion  for  in  Time  of  Peace,  even 
though  we  fhould  thereby  lofe  our  Superiority  at  Sea, 
the  preferring  of  which  has  coft  us  fo  many  Millions 
of  Pounds,  and  fo  many  Thoufands  of  Lives. 

4  I  fay,  coft  us,  Sir ;  for  the  Prefervation  of  our 
Superiority  at  Sea  was  the  popular  Pretence  made  ufe 
of  for  inducing  us  to  engage  fo  deeply  in  the  War, 
both  in  King  William  and  Queen  Amie's  Reign.  Our 
taking  a  Number  of  Land  Auxiliaries  into  our  Pay, 
and  raifing  numerous  Land  Armies,  was  then  thought 
to  be  the  moft  proper  Means  for  preferving  our  Supe- 
riority at  Sea ;  and  now,  rather  than  difmifs  Our  Land 
Armies,  rather  than  not  have  Land  Auxiliaries  in  our 
Pay,  we  are  to  give  up  that  Superiority.  Really,  Sir, 
if  this  were  not  too  ferious  an  Affair,  I  could  not 
help  comparing  it  to  a  Scene  in  the  Rebearfal^  where 
the  Hero  employs  and  bribes  the  Nurfe  to  gain  the 
Miftrefs,  and  after  being  at  a  large  Expenee,  neglects 
the  Miftrefs  and  marries  the  Nurfe.  I  hope,  we  have 
not  yet  played  the  Fool  and  married  our  Land  Armies 
and  foreign  Auxiliaries  :  If  we  have  not,  I  think,  we 
ihould  difmifs  both,  rather  than  give  up  our  Superi- 
ority at  Sea. 

w  Let  us  confider,  Sir,  that  in  cafe  of  a  Warwi'h 
France,  and  we  ihould  lofe  our  Superiority  at  Sea  but 
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Anno  1751.  for  one  Summer,  it  would  be  gone  for  even  If  our~ 
Enemies  were  Mafters  at  Sea,  none  of  our  foreian 
Auxiliaries  could  come  to  our  AiTiilance;  and  twice 
the  Number  of  Troops  we  have  now  on  foot,  would 
be  utterly  unable  to  defend  us ;  for  France  would  by 
Means  of  her  Fleet  pour  in  her  numerous  Armies 
upon  us,  and  as  we  have  no  fortified  Towns,  if  our 
Army  could  not  keep  the  Field,  fhe  would  in  a  few 
Days  be  in  PoiTeiTion  of  our  Capital  and  our  Seat  of 
Government,  by  which  we  mould  be  forced  i«  fub- 
mit  to  what  Terms  of  Peace  me  pleafed  to  prefcribe  ; 
and  thofe  Terms  would  be  fuch  as  would  forever  pre- 
vent our  being  able  to  recover  a  Superiority  by  Sea 


I  know  it  may  be  faid,  that  our  Allies  and  foreign 
Auxiliaries  would  fly  to  our  Ailiftance,  by  attackino- 
the  Frontier  of  France.  From  an  old  Proverb,  Sir, 
I  have  Reafon  to  doubt  it.  Help  yourfelf,  it  is  faid, 
and  all  your  Friends  will  help  you.  This  was  lately 
confirmed  in  the  Cafe  of  the  brave  Queen  of  Hungary , 
now  Emprefs  of  Germany  ;  and  I  am  afraid,  that  if 
we  did  not,  as  fhe  did,  repel  the  invading  Enemy, 
all  our  Friends  would  Hand  aloof.  But  fuppofing 
they  did  in  that  Way  endeavour  to  aflifl  us  :  -We 
know  they  are  not  very  alert  at  Sieges  ;  and  before 
they  could  be  Mailers  of  one  of  the  French  frontier 
Towns,  the  French  Armies  would  be  Mailers  of  this 
Kingdom.  I  therefore  think,  there  is  nothing  more 
certain,  than  that  our  very  Being,  as  a  free  inde- 
pendent Nation,  depends  entirely  upon  our  being 
always  Mailers  at  Sea ;  and  for  this  Purpofe  we  muft 
have  Seamen  as  well  as  Ships.  Nay,  if  we  muil 
begin  our  CEconomy  with  our  Navy,  where,  I  believe, 
it  will  end  too,  we  fhould,  I  think,  begin  with  our 
Ships  rather  than  our  Seamen ;  becaufe  we  cannot 
make  Seamen  fo  fail  as  we  can  make  Ships ;  and  the 
Seamen  in  the  Merchant-Service  are  never  all  at  our 
Command  :  Many  of  them  are  at  all  Times  abroad 3 
or  at  a  great  Diftance  from  our  Docks  ;  and  con- 
fidering  their  late  Treatment,  all,  I  believe,  would 
avoid  the  Service  by  abfconding. 

*  I  am  therefore  afraid,  Sir,  that  if  this  Deduction 
takes  place,  we  mould  not  be  able  in  fome  Months  to 
fit  out  fuch  a  Squadron  as  the  French  may  now  in  a 
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few  Days  put  to  Sea ;  and  no  Man,  furely,  can  now  Anno  1751, 
be  ignorant  of  the  French  Method  of  beginning  a  War. 
The  Noble  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  they  are 
now  only  refcoring  their  Marine,  and  repairing  the 
Lofles  they  fuffered  in  the  late  War.  1  wifh  it  may 
be  fo ;  but  if  my  Information  be  right,  and  it  is  a 
little  mere  authentic  than  common  News-Papers, 
their  maritime  Force  is  already  much  beyond  what  it 
was  at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  War,  and  they  are 
every  Day  augmenting  it  with  indefatigable  Induftry, 
and  at  a  great  Expence.  Every  one  knows  this  who 
has  any  Correfpondence  in  France,  and  it  is  highly 
probable  it  mould  be  fo-;  for  the  laft  War  has  con- 
vinced them,  that  in  cafe  of  a  War  with  this  Nation, 
their  Commerce  and  their  Colonies  will  always  be  at 
our  Mercy,  unlefs  they  are  at  leaft  equal  to  us.  at 
Sea.  Therefore,  I  am  fure,  it  is  not  now  a  proper 
Time  for  us  to  leffen  our  own,  and  add  to  their  mari- 
time Power,  by  reducing  our  Seamen,  and  thereby 
forcing  Numbers  of  them  into  the  French  Service. 
What  Number  of  Seamen  we  had  in  actual  Service  in 
the  Year  1725,  I  do  not  know;  but  there  were 
10,000  voted  and  provided  for  by  Parliament;  and  if 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  took  upon  them  to  reduce 
their  Number,  the  then  Circumftances  of  Europe  was 
in  fome  meafure  a  Juftification  of  their  Conduct  ;  for 
France  was  then  under  a  Minority,  quite  regardlefs  of 
their  Marine,  and  almoft  at  the  Eve  of  a  Rupture 
with  Spain.  Can  we  then  be  fo  mad  as  to  make  any 
thing  done  at  that  Time,  a  Precedent  for  doing  the 
fame  Thing  now  ?  Befides,  we  all  know,  that  this 
Reduction  in  1725  was  followed  by  a  moft  violent 
Prefs  for  Seamen  the  Beginning  of  the  very  next 
Year. 

c  The  Noble  Lord  was  likewife  pleafed  to  inform 
us,  Sir,  that  the  whole  Number  voted  by  Parliament 
was  not  laft  Year  employed.  As  his  Lordfhip  has 
faid  it,  I  do  not  doubt  of  its  having  been  fo  ;  but  can 
it  be  faid,  that  all  necefTary  Services  were  provided 
for  ?  We  had  not  fo  much  as  one  Man  of  War  upon 
the  Coaft  of  Africa,  nor  had  we  one  upon  the  Coaft 
of  Nova  Scotia  I  for  which  Reafon  I  am  refoived  to 
take  the  firft  Opportunity  to  move  for  an  Enquiry  into 
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Anno  175 1.  the  prefent  State  of  thofe  two  Parts  of  trie  World, 
W-^^v-*"— *  the  Care  of  which  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  both 
to  our  Trade  and  Navigation  ;  and  as  the  French,  by- 
Means  of  their  Indians,  are  carrying  on  a  Sort  of  War 
againft  us  in  the  latter,  I  muft  think  it  was  an  egre- 
gious Neglect  to  leave  it  fo  much  expofed.  If  it  be 
3eft  fo  for  the  Year  enfuing,  I  mall  look  upon  it  as  a 
moft  wicked  Defign ;  and  in  order  to  obviate  every 
Pretence  for  leaving  it  fo  expofed,  I  muft  be  againft 
the  Noble  Lord's  Motion*  but  fhall  not  make  any  till 
I  fee  how  the  Houfe  feems  to  be  inclined.' 

James  Ofwald,  Efqj  flood  up  next,  and  fpoke  to 
this  EffecT:. 

*  Mr.  Speaker i 
fames  Ofwaldj     *  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  has  pre- 
*%3  vented  me,  in  taking  Notice  of  the  Difference  be^ 

tween  the  Sentiments,  or,  at  leaft,  the  Expreffions  of 
fbme  Gentlemen  at  prefent,  and  what  they  were  for 
thefe  laft  two  or  three  Years ;  but  as  Words  may  be 
forgot,  or  may  be  alledged  to  be  mifreprefented,  I 
fhall  beg  Leave  to  read  to  you  fome  Parts  of  the 
Speeches  from  the  Throne,  and  Addreffes  of  this 
Houfe,  for  the  laft  two  SeffiOns.  In  his  Majefty's 
Speech  from  the  Throne  at  the  Opening  of  the  Seffton 
In  November,  1748,  his  Words  are  thefe,  and  our  fig- 
nal  Succeffes  at  Sea  muft  ever  be  remembered  io  the  Glory 
of  the  Britifh  Fleet,  and  intitle  it  to  the  particular  At^ 
tention  and  Support  of  this  Nation.  To  which  we  an- 
fwered  in  our  Addrefs,  TVe  are  truly  fenfihle  of  the  Im- 
portance of  that  fignal  Succefs^  which  has  attended  your 
Majefty's  Arms  at  Sea,  through  the  Courfe  of  the  War^ 
and  are  fully  convinced  how  neceffary  it  is  to  maintain  our 
Fleets  in  perfecl  Strength  and  Order,  even  m  Times  of 
the  moft  profound  Peace.  Again,  at  the  Opening  of 
the  laft  Seilion,  in  November,  1749,  his  Majefty,  in 
his  Speech  from  the  Throne,  after  having  told  usy 
that  he  defired  only  fuch  Supplies  as  mould  be  found 
neceffary  for  the  Security  and  Welfare  of  the  Nation, 
adds  thus  :  And  in  this  View  I  muft  earnejlly  recommend 
to  you  the  maintaining  of  my  Fleet  in  its  full  Strength. 
To  which  we  anfwer  in  our  Addrefs,  that  we  would 
grant  (noh  Supplies  as  ihould  be  found  neceffary  for 
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the  Security  and  Welfare  of  the  Nation,  which,  we  fay,    Anno  175*, 
cannot  be  better  provided  for,  than  by  maintaining  the  Fleet 
infuch  a  Condition,  as  may  enable  your  Majejiy  to  preferve 
that  Weight  and  Influence  *>  which  properly  belong  to  the 
Crown  of  Great-Britain. 

c  Sir,  we  know  that  in  this  Houfe  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  is  always  looked  on,  and  I  believe,  very 
juitly,  as  the  Speech  of  the  Minifters  ;  and  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  that  for  many  Years  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe 
upon  that  Occafion  may,  with  the  fame  Juftice,  be 
looked  on  as  the  Addrefs  of  the  Minifters  ;  we  may 
therefore,  from  the  Words  which  I  have  read 5  judge 
what  were  the  Sentiments,  or,  at  leaft,  the  pretended 
Sentiments  of  our  Minifters  at  the  Opening  of  the  laffc 
two  Seffions  of  Parliament ;  but  this  laft  Summer, 
I  do  not  know  how,  they  have  taken  up  quite  another 
Way  of  thinking ;  for  fince  that  Time^  the  Security 
and  Welfare,  the  Weight  and  Influence  of  this  Na- 
tion is  not,  in  their  Opinion,  to  be  provided  for,  by 
maintaining  our  Fleet  in  perfect  Strength  and  Order, 
but  by  ftrengthening  and  fecuring  the  Tranquillity  of 
the  Empire,  and  for  that  Purpofe,  taking  mod  of  'its 
Princes  into  our  Pay ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this  their 
new  Way  of  thinking,  we  find  not  a  Word  relating 
to  our  Navy  or  Fleet,  either  in  his  Majefty's  Speech, 
or  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  at  the  Opening  of  this 
Seiiion.  CEconomy  is  now  the  Word,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  that  we  are  throwing  away  our  Money 
upon  Princes,  that  may  defert,  or  perhaps  declare 
againft  us,  as  foon  as  a  War  happens,  we  muft,  for 
the  Sake  of  faving  a  little  Money,  baniln  or  ftarve  a 
great  Number  of  our  brave  Seamen* 

6  I  fay  a  little  Money,  Sir ;  for  I  was  furprifed  to 
hear  the  Noble  Lord  fuppofe,  that  by  reducing  2000 
Seamen,  we  mould  fave  104,000/.  He  certainly  un- 
derftands  the  Affairs  of  the  Navy,  and  he  muft  know, 
though,  I  believe,  he  did  not  reflect,  that  out  of  the 
4/.  a  Month  allowed  for  each  Seaman,  near  one  Half 
is  reckoned  for  Wear  and  Tear,  and  for  Ordnance 
Service ;  fo  that  a  confiderable  Part  of  what  is  faved 
in  the  Reduction,  muft  be  added  to  the  Ordnary  of 
our  Navy,  and  therefore  I  reckon  that  the  moft  we 
can  fave  by  reducing  2000  Seamen,  will  not  amount 
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Anno  1751.  to  more  than  64,000/.  ;  and  our  foreign  Subfidies,  If 
we  go  on  with  them,  as  I  fufpeel-  we  (hall*  will  Toon 
exceed  this  Sum.  But  even  as  to  this  64,000/.  can 
.we  think,  that  the  whole  will  be  Money  actually 
faved  I  If  we  reduce  2000  this  Year,  we  may  pro- 
bably have  Occaflon  for  them  the  very  nQxt$  and  unlefs 
we  have  Recourfe  to  the  infamous  Method  of  preffing 
Men  into  the  Service,  we  mull,  in  order  to  get  what 
we  want,  raife  the  Wages  of  all  the  Seamen  in  the  , 
public  Service,  by  which  we  {hall  add  to  the  next. 
Years  Expence  more  than  we  have  faved  by  our  ill- 
judged  GEconomy  in  this  ;  with  this  further  Di fad- 
vantage,  that  we  fhall  thereby  raife  the  Wages  of  all 
the  Seamen  hi  the  Merchant-Service,  which  our  Com- 
merce cannot  well  bear  5  for  as  we. are  now  rivalled  in 
Commerce  by  almoft  all  the  Nations  in  Europe,  our 
Navigation  mu&  fuller  by  every  additional  Expence. 
we  bring  upon  it ;  and,  as  fome  Branches  of  our 
Trade,  particularly  that  of  Hamburgh,  are  already 
carried  on  by  foreign  Ships  and  foreign  Seamen,  our 
Merchants  may  at  laffc  be  obliged  to  carry  on  every 
Branch  of  our  Trade,  fo  far  as  is  confident  with  the 
A£t  of  Navigation,  by  foreign  Ships  and  foreign  Sea- 
men. 

€  This,  Sir,  is  a  Confequence  which  we  have  great 
Reafon  to  dread,  and  will,  in  my  Opinion,  be  an  in- 
fallible Confequence,  if  we  continue  fuch  harfh  Ufage 
towards  our  poor  Seamen,  as  we  have  pra£tifed  for 
fome  Years  pafL  By  the  Frequency  and  Severity  of 
preffing,  we  have  not  only  rendered  the  Condition  of 
our  Sailors  worfe  than  that  of  any  other  Part  of  .his 
Majefty's  Subjects,  but  when  prefled,  we  have  ufed 
them  in  a  cruel  Manner,  by  turning  them  over  from 
Ship  to  Ship  for  a  long  Tract,  of  Years,  by  difmiffing 
them  the  Moment  we  found  we  had  no  further  Occa- 
flon for  their  Service,  and  by  neglecting  to  pay  them 
their  Wages  for  a  great  Number  of  Years.  Our 
Minifters  know  too  well,  that  a  Navy  Debt  is  the  Debt 
which  the  Nation  will  always  moil  chearfully  provide 
for  5  and  therefore,  if  any  Service  muir  go  in  Arrear, 
they  take  Care  it  fhall  be  that  of  our  Navy.  By 
this  Means,  it  is  known,  that  our  Seamen  have  been 
fometimes  kept  for  ten  Years  without  their  Wages, 
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which  expofes  them  to  the  cruel  Mercy  of  Ufurers  Anno  $751* 

and  Extortioners,  or  obliges  them  to  fell  their  Wages  U B~  \j 

for  one  Half  of  what  they  have  a  Right  to  demand. 
This  Ufage  will  in  Time  (o  much  diminim  the  Num- 
ber of  Briiijh  Sailors,  that  it  will  be  impollible  to  find 
any  fuch,  even  for  the  Merchant- Service,  without 
giving  them  higher  Wages  than  are  given  by  any  of 
our  Rivals  in  Commerce :  The  Confequence  of  this 
mult,  be,  that  our  Merchants  will  employ  foreign 
Ships  and  Sailors  in  all  Branches  of  Trade,  where 
they  can  be  employed  by  our  Act  of  Navigation ;  and 
with  refpect.  to  thole  Branches  of  Trade,  where  by 
that  Acl:  foreign  Ships  or  Sailors  cannot  be  employed, 
they  mult,  be  entirely  given  up  to  Foreigners,  unlefs 
it  be  our  Plantation  Trade,  where  we  cannot  be  rival- 
led by  Foreigners  :  Even  that  Trade  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  keep  to  ourfelves,  when  the  People  in  our 
Plantations  find,  that  they  can  have  all  Sorts  of  Com- 
modities at  a  cheaper  Rate  from  foreign  Countries 
than  from  their  ov/n. 

6  In  fhort,  Sir,  the  Confequences  from  the  Re- 
duction propofed  may  be  fo  fatal,  and  the  Saving  can 
be  fo  fmall,  that  I  think,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  conti- 
nue the  Eftablimment  of  laii  Year ;  therefore,  I  hope 
the  Noble  Lord  will  withdraw  the  Motion  he  has 
made9  and  make  a  new  Motion  for  io5ooo  Seamen^ 
for  the  Service  of  the  enfuins;  Year.' 


o 


Mr.  Pelham  fpoke  next.     His  Speech  was  in  Sub-* 
fiance  thus. 

c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  I  believe  it  has  very  feldom  happened,  that  any  Mr.  Pelham; 
one  in  my  Station,  or  in  the  Station  of  the  Noble 
Lord  who  made  you  this  Motion,  ever  argued  for  a 
Diminution  of  the  public  Expence  ;  but  the  Circum- 
stances of  this  Nation  are  fuch  at  prefent,  that,  in 
my  Opinion,  every  Man  who  has  the  Profperity  of 
his  Country  fincerely  at  Heart,  muft  be  for  faving  as 
much  of  the  public  Money  as  pomble.  We  muil 
fave,  Sir :  We  muft  fave  as  much  as  pomble  upon 
every  Article ;  and  as  this  is  the  firft  Article  of  the 
public  Expence,  that  has  in  this  Seflion  been  brought 
before  us,  I  hope3  Gentlemen  will  corjider,  y/ithout 
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Anno  1751.  Prejudice,  whether  a  little  may  not  be  faved  even  upon 
'  this,  which  is  defervedly  the  moil  favourite  Article  of 
the  public  Charge.  Gur  Army  is  not  now  before  us  5 
therefore  I  wifh  Gentlemen  would  avoid  making  Com*- 
parifons  between  our  Army  and  Navy,  for  they  are 
always  invidious,  and  may  prove  dangerous.  When 
our  Army  is  brought  before  us,  we  muft  fave  upon 
that  Article  too,  if  it  fhould  be  found  confiftent  with 
our  immediate  Safety;  but  fuppofe  we  were  to  difband 
one  Half  of  our  Army,  that  Would  be  no  Argument 
for  our  keeping  more  Seamen  in  Pay  than  is  neceiTary. 
Therefore  the  Queftion  now  before  us  is  not,  whe- 
ther we  fhali  fave  upon  the  Article  of  our  Army  or- 
upon  that  of  our  Navy  :  We  mull  fave  upon  both,  if 
poffible ;  confequently,  the  only  Queftion  now  under 
Consideration  is,  whether  8000  Seamen  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year ;  and  I  re- 
joice in  the  Opinion,  which  I  have  formed  from  the 
moft  diligent  Enquiry,  and  the  beft  Information 
I  could  get  from  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted  with 
the  Nature  of  that  Service,  and  with  the  prefent 
Situation  of  our  Rivals  in  naval  Power,  From  that 
Information  I  am  convinced,  that  8000  Seamen  will 
be  fully  fufncient  for  the  enfuing  Year ;  and  in  our 
prefent  Circumftances,  under  our  prefent  Load  of 
Debts  and  Taxes,  furely,  no  Gentleman  will  fay, 
that  we  ought  to  keep  a  Man  more  than  is  fufncient 
for  that  Service. 

«  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  in  the  prefent  Queflion 
our  Character  as  a  maritime  Power,  and  the  Supply  of 
our  Navy  upon  any  Hidden  Emergency  without  diifref- 
fing  Trade,  are  both  to  be  confidered  ;  for  as  to  that 
of  preffing,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
prevent  the  Neceiiity  of  it,  by  any  other  Method  than 
that  of  keeping,  in  Time  of  Peace,  as  many  Seamen 
in  Pay,  as  we  could  have  Qccafion  for  in  Time  of 
War.  Suppofer  we  were  in  Time  of  Peace  to  keep 
20,coo  Seamen  in  Pay,  we  mould  want  20,000  more 
-upon  the  nrft  Breaking  out  of  a  War,  and  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  us  to  get  that  Number  without 
prefling ;  becaufe  our  Merchants  will  always  give 
higher  Wages  than  the  Public  can  afford  to  give,  and 
fip  Man,  pr  at  leaft  very  few,  will  ever  chufe  to  lift  in 
1  th§ 
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£ne  Public  Service,  when  they  can  have  higher  Wages  Anno  1751. 
in  that  of  the  Merchants.  To  fupply  our  Navy,  upon 
the  Breaking  out  of  a  War,  without  preffing,  is  there- 
fore to  me  a  Chimera ;  and  every  Project  hitherto  of- 
fered for  preventing  the  Neceffity  of  preffing,  has  upon 
Examination  appeared  to  be  chimerical.  It  would  be 
the  fame  in  the  Land-Service,  if  no  Man  could  be  a 
Soldier  but  he  that  had  ferved  a  feven  Years  Appren- 
ticeship to  the  Trade  ;  but  as  every  Ploughman,  every 
Tradefman,  or  Servant,  may  be  a  Soldier,  we  have 
hitherto  found  Volunteers  or  Vagabonds  enough  for 
fupplying  that  Service  5  though,  if  the  War  mould 
become  fo  heavy  as  not  to  find  from  thence  a  fufficient 
Supply,  we  mould  then  be  reduced  to  the  Neceffity  of 
preffing  for  the  Land  as  well  as  Sea  Service^ 

6  In  my  Opinion,  therefore.  Sir,  it  is  impoffible 
to  prevent*  our  being  reduced  to  the  Neceffity  of  pref- 
fing at  the  Beginning  of  a  War,  by  any  other  Method 
but  that  of  keeping  in  Time  of  Peace  as  large,  or 
very  near  as  large,  a  Number  of  Seamen  in  the  Pay  of 
the  Public,  as  we  can  have  Occafion  for  at  the  Breaks 
ing  out  of  a  War ;  and  this,  I  think,  no  Man  will 
ever  advife,  efpecially  in  our  prefent  Circumftances ; 
confequently,  when  we  are  to  confider  what  Number 
of  Seamen  may  be  neceflary  in  Time  of  Peace,  we 
are  to  have  Regard  only  to  the  preferving  of  our  Cha- 
racter as  a  maritime  Power,  and  to  that  of  preventing 
our  being  obliged  to  bring  too  great  a  Diftrefs  upon 
our  Trade,  when  we  happen  to  be  involved  in  War, 
which,  I  hope,  will  not  be  for  many  Years  to  come. 
It  is  this  Regard  alone,  Sir,  that  in  Time  of  Peace 
obliges  us  to  keep  any  Ship  in  Commiffion,  or  any 
able  Seaman  in  the  Pay  of  the  Public;  for  I  agree 
with  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  at  prefent,  as  we  have 
neither  Enemy  nor  Pirate  to  fear,  we  ihould  not  other* 
wife  have  any  Occafion  to  put  the  Public  to  this  Ex- 
pence. 

c  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  our  Character  as  a 
maritime  Power,  it  depends  more  upon  the  Number 
of  Ships  we  have  ready  to  put  in  Commiffion,  and 
the  Number  of  Seamen  we  have  at  Command,  than 
upon  the  Number  we  have  at  any  Time  in  Commif- 
fion, or  in  the  a&ual  Service  of  the  Public.     With 
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Anno  175J.  regard  to  the  latter,  it  muft  always  depend  upon  the 
Conduct  of  our  Neighbours,  or  of  thofe  who  can  be 
called  our  Rivals  in  naval  Power  :  When  they  keep 
few  Ships  in  Commifiion,  and  few  Seamen  in  Pay, 
we  may  take  that  Opportunity  to  fave  the  public 
Money  by  following  their  Example  \  and  as  foon  as 
they  begin  to  increafe  their  Expence  that  Way,  we 
ought  to  increafe  ours,  in  order  to  guard  againfc  any 
Surprife.  This  his  Majefty  may  do^  fhould  he  find 
it  neeeiTary ;  and  if  it  fhould  be  rieceflarily  done,  I  am 
perfuaded,  nextSeflicii  would  make  it  good,  and  that 
I  am  for  truiting  to  rather  than  for  granting  more 
Money  than  appears  to  be  neeeiTary;  for  notwith- 
standing the  Poft  I  have  the  Honour  to  enjoy  under 
his  Majefty,  I  fhall  never  be  for  putting  more  Money 
into  the  Hands  of  Minilters  than  there  appears  to  be 
Occafion  for,  becaufe  I  had  rather  fee  the  Parliament 
granting  Money  for  Services  incurred  and  not  pro- 
vided for,  than  calling  Minifters  to  an  Account  for  a 
Wafte  of  public  Money,  which  they  had  been  tempted 
to  commit^  by  having  more  than  was  neeeiTary  put 
Into  their  Pofleffion. 

c  Our  Character  as  a  maritime  Power  may  there- 
fore be  preferred  by  keeping  our  Ships  of  War  always 
in  perfect.  Trim,  by  encouraging  our  Commerce  and 
Fifheries,  and  by  having  always  a  Number  of  Seamen 
in  the  public  Service,  equal  to  that  of  any  of  our 
Rivals  -,  and  for  this  lad  Purpoffe  8oco  muft  for  next 
Year  be  fuificient,  becaufe  there  is  no  Potentate  in 
Europe  has  at  prefent  fo  many  in  actual  Service.  This 
Number  will  likewife,  in  my  Opinion,  be  fuificient 
for  preventing  our  being  obliged  to  diftrefs  our  Trade 
upon  the  Appearance  of  any  Rupture;  for  it  has  been 
admitted,  that  we  may  take  io,ooo  Seamen  from  our 
Trade  without  diftreffing  it,  and  with  that  Number 
added  to  what  we  have,  and  fuch  a  Proportion  of 
Landmen  as  the  Sendee  will  admit  of,  we  may  in  a 
few  Weeks  fit  out  a  more  powerful  Squadron  than  any 
State  in  Europe  can  in  feveral  Months  fit  out  againit 
us ;  and  if  we  fhould  want  a  greater  Number,  we 
know  how  to  fupply  our  Trade,  by  giving  them  Leave 
to  employ  foreign  Seamen ;  which  leads  me  to  con- 
sider that  Concern  fome  Gentlemen  feem  to  be  under, 
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left  Multitudes  of  our  Seamen  may  have  lately  gone  Anno  175T. 
Into  foreign  Service.  It  is  a  laudable  Concern,  Sir,  a 
Concern  which  I  am  glad  to  fee  Gentlemen  affected 
with;  but  to  alleviate  their  Fears  in  this  refpect, 
I  muft  obferve,  that  during  the  War  Multitudes  of 
Landmen  of  all  Profeiuons  entered  into  the  Sea-Ser- 
vice, and  Multitudes  of  foreign  Seamen  were  employed 
by  our  Merchants  :  The  former  have  returned  to  their 
ufual  Employments  at  Land,  and  the  latter  to  their 
refpectlve  native  Countries.  To  this  I  fhall  add, 
that  great  Numbers  of  our  own  Seamen,  who  were 
provident  enough  to  fave  fomething  out  of  the  high 
Wages  they  received,  and  the  many  Prizes  they  were 
concerned  in  taking  during  the  War,  are  now  fettled 
in  feme  Bufmefs  or  Employment  at  Land,  either  here 
or  in  our  Plantations  ;  and  from  all  thefe  we  may, 
I  believe,  account  for  the  whole  Number  that  have 
been  dTmiiTed  the  Government's  Service,  without 
iuppofing  that  many  of  them  have  gone  into  foreign 
Service.  For  my  own  Part,  I  am  convinced,  that 
very  few  of  our  Seamen  have  gone  into  foreign  Ser- 
vice, except  fuch  as  had  loll-  all  Character  at  Home, 
or  were  become  liable  to  fevere  Punifhmejit  for  fome 
atrocious  Crime ;  and  fuch  as  dare,  will,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  return  as  foon  as  pollible ;  for  there  is  no 
Country  in  the  World  where  the  Seamen  are  fo  well 
provided  for  as  in  this,  nor  any  Country  where  they 
are  not  expofed  to  all  the  Hardfhips  that  are  com- 
plained of  in  this. 

*  The  Fears,  therefore,  of  our  Seamen  being  gone 
into  the  Service  of  France^  however  laudable,  are,  in 
my  Opinion,  groundlefs  ;  and,  as  to  the  Apprehen- 
fions  fome  Gentlemen  have  from  what  v/e  hear  of  the 
Efforts  of  France  to  reftore  or  increafe  their  Marine, 
we  cannot,  furely,  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  thence 
for  this  enfuing  Year ;  for  in  that  Time  it  will  be  ab- 
solutely impoffible  for  France  fo  to  increafe  their  Ma- 
rine, as  to  be  able  to  cope  with  us  at  Sea ;  and  they 
fmarted  fo  feverely  in  the  laft  War,  that  I  believe, 
they  will  take  Care  not  to  come  to  a  Rupture  with 
this  Nation,  till  they  think  themfelves  at  leafl  a  Match 
for  us  at  Sea.  If  ever  they  mould  grow  fo  vain, 
I  hope,  they  will  find  themfelves  miilaken  5  efpecially, 
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Anno  1751.  if  we  take  Care  to  preferve  a  powerful  Alliance  upon 
the  Continent,  ready  to  attack  them  by  Land,  if  they 
{h&uld  ever  venture  to  attack  us  by  Sea ;  and  for  this 
Purpcfe  nothing  can  be  fo  effectual  as  that  of  fecuring 
the  internal  Quiet  of  Germany,  by  getting  a  King  of 
the  Romans  chofen.  If  by  a  few  Subfidies  we  can  do 
this,  it  will  be  Money  as  well  laid  out  as  any  that  was 
ever  expended  by  this  Nation  5  for  France  will  be  cau- 
tious of  disturbing  the  Tranquillity  of  this  Kingdom, 
©r  of  Europe*  unlefs  they  have  a  well-grounded  Hope 
©f  being  able  to  ftir  up  a  Civil  War  in  Germany;  and 
I  am  lure,  it  is  not  our  Bufmefs  to  provoke  France  to 
a  Rupture,  which  fome  Gentlemen  feem  to  be  aiming 
at,  by  endeavouring  to  create  Jealoufies  and  Mifun- 
derftandings  between  the  two  Nations. 

6  No  Gentleman,  furely,  Sir,  fuppofes  that  we  can 
fend  to  France ,  to  enjoin  them  not  to  build  any  more 
Ships  of  War,  or  not  to  iricreafe  their  Marine,  under 
the  Pain  of  our  declaring  War  againft  them,  if  they 
<did.  All  Europe  would  confederate  againft  us,  fhould 
we  aiume  any  fuch  dictatorial  Power.  All  we  can  do 
therefore  is,  to  take  Care  to  be  equal,  if  not  fuperior, 
to  France  in  naval  Strength.  How  is  this  to  be  done  ? 
Not  by  fquanderi  ng  our  Money  upon  ufelefs  Arma- 
ments in  Time  of  Peace,  but  by  laving  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  and  encouraging  our  Commerce,  our  Fifheries,  and 
our  Plantations.  If  we  do  this,  v/e  have  got  fo  much 
the  Start  of  France*  and  have  fuch  an  Advantage  from 
our  Situation,  that  it  will  never  be  in  their  Power  to 
come  up  with  us.  They  may  build  Ships,  they  may 
even  exceed  us  in  Number  and  Strength  of  Ships,  as 
the  Spaniards,  did  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Time ;  but  un- 
lefs they  have  expert  and  able  Seamen  to  navigate  and 
fight  thofe  Ships,  they  will,  in  cafe  of  a  War,  only 
ferve  to  adorn  our  naval  Triumphs.  So  far,  therefore, 
from  being  afraid  of  the  French  Efforts  towards  efta- 
ferifhing  a  fuperior  naval  Power,  I  think,  we  ought  to 
'he  glad  to  hear  of  it,  becaufe  it  is  an  Attempt  in  which 
they  can  never  fucceed  ;  and  the  Expence  they  are  at 
in  this  Way,  will  render  them  the  lefs  able  to  defend 
the«nfeiYCs  againft  our  Confederates  at  Land,  in  cafe, 
pi  2  new  "War, 

c  I  hope* 
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€  I  hope5  Sir,  1  have  now  allayed  Gentlemen's  Anno  175?, 
Fears  of  the  growing  maritime  Power  of  France:  ' 
I  hope  I  have  fhewn,  that  8000  Seamen  will,  for 
this  next  Year,  at  leaft,  be  fully  fufricient  for  all 
neceffary  Purpofes ;  and  as  to  the  Saving  by  the  Re- 
duction, I  mall  grant,  it  will  not  be  fo  confiderable 
as  I  could  wifh  ;  but  as  the  Wear  and  Tear,  and  Sea 
Ordnance,  do  not  coft  near  fo  much  when  Ships  are  laid 
up,  as  when  they  are  in  Commiflion,  the  Saving  will 
be  more  confiderable  than  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  was  pleafed  to  reckon.  Something,  it  is 
true,  mult  be  added  to  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy  on 
account  of  the  Ships  that  are  to  be  laid  up ;  but  it 
will  not  amount  to  40,000/.  nor  half  the  Money  ;  and 
a  Saving  of  above  fourfcore  thoufand  Pounds  cannot 
be  looked  on  as  a  Trifle  in  our  prefent  Circumftances, 
As  to  the  Difference  of  Sentiments,  which  he  was  at 
fuch  Pains  to  pojnt  out  to  us,  it  is  a  Difference  which 
I  cannot  yet  difcover  :  His  Majefty  is  not,  furely,  to 
repeat  every  Year  the  fame  Thing  in  his  Speech  from 
the  Throne  ;  and  when  he  does  not  mention  the  Fleets 
we  cannot  properly  take  Notice  of  it  in  our  Addrefs ; 
but  I  can  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  his  Majefty  and 
all  his  Servants  have  now  the  Care  of  the  Fleet  as 
much  at  Heart,  as  they  had  two  Yeare  ago,  or  at  any 
preceding  Time  :  As  a  Proof  of  this,  all  our  Ships 
are  now  in  perfect  Order,  a  very  few  excepted,  a 
very  large  Sum  has  been  this  laft  Year  laid  out  in 
Buildings,  Rebuildings,  and  Repairs  of  the  Navy, 
and,  I  believe,  Gentlemen  will  find,  that  a  confidera- 
ble Sum  will  this  Year  be  afked,  and,  I  hope,  grant- 
ed for  the  fame  Purpofe.  In  fhort,  Sir,  our  Navy 
coft  us  this  laft  Year  above  a  Million  fterling,  which 
is  more  than  can  be  raifed  by  a  Land-Tax  of  is.  in 
the  Pound ;  and  notwithstanding  the  Reduction  pro- 
pofed,  it  will,  I  believe,  this  next  Year  coft  us  near 
850,000/.;  both  which  Articles  of  Expence  I  highly 
approve  of,  becaufe  I  fhall  always  be  for  reducing  the 
Number  of  Seamen  in  the  Pay  of  the  Public,  rather 
than  to  neglect  keeping  our  Ships  in  complete  Repair; 
for  from  our  Commerce  and  Fifheries,  both  which 
will,  I  hope,  increafe  every  Day,  we  may  have  Sea- 
pen  when  we  want  them,  but  can  no  where  have 
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Mnno  1751,  Ships,  unlefs  we  have  them  of  our  owfij  and  ready 
for  Service,  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  and  becaufe  I  do 
not  think  that,  during  the  Courfe  of  this  Year,  we 
can  Hand  in  need  of  more  than  8000  Seamen,  I  fhajl 
be  for  concurring  with  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  Motion 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  make.' 

Thomas  Potter  y  Efq;  fpoke  next,  and  to  the  follow- 
ing Effect. 

i  Mr.  Speaker, 
Terras  Potter,      c  lam  really  aftonifbed,  Sir,  when  I  confider  how 
P%  fnconfiftent  fome  Gentlemen  are,  when  they  argue  for 

a  Number  of  Land  Forces  to  "be  kept  in  the  Pay  of 
the  Public  in  Time  of  Peace,  and  when  they  argue 
for  a  Number  of  Seamen  to  be  kept  in  the  Pay  of  the 
Public  in  Time  of  Peace.  When  the  Queition  before 
us  is  about  the  Number  of  Land  Forces  to  be  kept  up 
in  Time  of  Peace,  they  never  once  think  of  the  vail 
Number  of  brave  Landmen  we  have,  and,  I  hope, 
always  fhall  have,  in  this  Ifland ;  Thefe  are  with  them 
upon  that  Gccafion  of  no  Account,  with  regard  to 
the  Strength  or  Power  of  the  Nation,  which  ..they 
then  fay  confifts  only  in  the  Number  of  Men  "we 
have  in  actual  Pay,  and  fubje£t  to  the  flavllh  Rules  of 
military  Law  ;  and  when  any  one  propofes  a  Diminu- 
tion of  the  Number,  they  exclaim.  What  !  will  you 
weaken  the  Hands  of  the  Government?-  Will  you 
difmifs  thofe  Men  upon  whom  alone  you  can  depend 
for  your  Protection  ?  But  when  the  Queition  comes 
about  the  Number  of  Seamen  to  be  kept  in  public 
Pay,  they  then  tell  you,  that  the  maritime  Power,  or 
Strength  of  this  Nation,  does  not  depend  upon  the 
Number  of  Seamen  you  have  in  the  actual  Pay  of  the 
Public,  but  upon  the  Numbers  that  belong  to  the 
wide-extended  Britijh  Dominions,  though  many  of 
them  are  at  all  Times  difperfed  over  the  whole  Face  of 
the  Globe  :  Thefe  you  may  reduce,  thefe  you  may 
difmifs  at  Pleafure,  without  expofing  yourfelves  to 
any  Danger.  From  this  Way  of  arguing,  Sir,  would 
not  an  ignorant  Stranger  conclude,  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  no  Power  over  the  Landmen  of  this  Ifland, 
.  even  in  the  Cafe  of  an  Invafion,  or  that  a  Man  might 
learn  to  be  a  complete  Sailor  in  a  few  Days,  but  could 
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Hot  learn  to  be  a  complete  Soldier  in  a  few  Years  ?  Aaaa  *?$t 
One  of  thefe  Conclufions  an  Ignorant  Stranger  would 
certainly  draw ;  and  yet  with  refpect  to  both,  we 
know5  that  the  Cafe  is  directly  the  reverfe.  Upon 
any  threatened  Invauon  his  Majefty  has  as  much 
Power  over  the  Landmen,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Militia, 
£0  far  as  relates  to  the  proper  Ufe  to  he  made  of  them, 
as  he  has  over  the  Seamen,  nay,  more,  becaufe  the 
Landmen  are  always  at  home,  but  great  Numbers  of 
our  Seamen  are  at  all  Times  abroad ;  and  do  not  we 
all  know,  that  to  make  a  complete  Seaman  requires 
feverai  Years  Service  at  Sea,  and  early  in  Life  too  ? 
Whereas  the  moil  ignorant  Landman  may  learn  all  the 
Bufmefs  of  a  common  Soldier  in  a  few  Days:  I  mean, 
all  the  fighting  Bufmefs :  for  as  to  all  the  Punctilioes 
of  a  Review,  I  mall  grant,  it  may  require  fome  Months 
before  he  c?&  go  through  them  with  Dexterity, 

*  I  am  fairy  to  fay  it,  Sir,  but  from  the  Care  we  have 
taken  to  keep  a  great  Number  of  Land  Forces  in  conti- 
nual Pay,  and  the  little  Concern  we  have  (hewn  for 
keeping  any  great  Number  of  Seamen  in  continual  Pay, 
it  really  feerns  to  me,  as  if  our  Government  had  been  of 
late  Years  more  afraid  of  its  domeftic  than  of  its  foreign 
Enemies  ;  and  this  Sufpicion  is  itrongly  confirmed  by 
the  little  Care  that  has  been  taken  of  the  Militia,  and 
particularly  by  the  Refufal  of  that  ufeful  Regulation  fa 
often  propofed,  forgiving  our  Soldiers  a  Right,  in  Time 
of  Peace,  to  demand  their  Difcharge  after  fo  many  Years 
Service.  If  this  Regulation  had  been  eitabiimed.  when 
we  iirft  began  to  keep  up  a  numerous  Land  Army, 
we  fhould  before  this  Time  have  had  a  great  Num- 
ber, not  only  of  brave  Landmen,  but  of  difciplined 
Soldiers ;  and  the  denying  of  this  Right  to  a  poor 
Soldier,  furnifties  too  folid  a  Ground  for  fuppojfmg, 
that  our  Ministers  are  refolved  not  to  depend  for  their 
Security  upon  the  Affections  of  the  People  in  general, 
hut  upon  the  Obedience  of  thofe  they  keep  under  a 
fiavifh  Subjection  to  military  Law.  I  appeal  to  every 
Gentleman  that  will  reflect  but  a  very  little,  if  this 
Confequence  may  not  be  moll:  naturally  drawn  from 
our  late  Conduct.  God  forbid  it  mould  ever,  under 
our  prefent  illuftrious  Family,  be  drawn  by  the  People 
in  general  -s  for  if  it  fhould,  an  invading  Army  that 

came 
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Anno  1751.  came  not  to  conquer  the  People,  but  to  redrefs  their 
Grievances,  would  meet  with  little,  if  any  Refinance 
from  the  People ;  and  I  believe,  nay,  I  hope,  that  no 
Englijh  Army  will  ever  be  zealous  for  the  Support  of  a 
Government  that  is  hated  or  defpifed  by  all  the  reft  of 
their  Countrymen.  This  our  Minifters,  if  they  are 
faithful  Servants  to  their  Mailer,  will  ferioufiy  con- 
fider  ;  and  if  they  do,  they  will  alter  their  Conduct  : 
They  will  leften  the  Expence  we  are  put  to  by  keep- 
ing up  numerous  Handing  Armies  in  Time  of  Peace^ 
and  concur  in  fome  Scheme  or  other  for  reftoring 
military  Difcipline  to  the  People  in  generah  By  this 
Means  we  may  have  Soldiers  enough  always  at  Com- 
mand, but  it  is  impoilible  for  us  to  have  Seamen 
enough  always  at  Command,  without  keeping  a.  great 
Number  in  the  Pay  and  in  actual  Service  of  the  Pub- 
lic, in  Time  of  Peace  as  well  as  of  War. 

«  The  Reafon  of  this  Difference,  Sir,  is  very  plain : 
A  Man  may  not  only  learn  but  practife  the  Trade  of  a 
Soldier,  without  departing  from  that  Bufinefs  by  which 
he  is  to  earn  his  Eread  in  Time  of  Peace  ;  but  no 
Man  can  learn,  and  much  lefs  pracHfe  the  Trade  of  a 
Seamen,  without  departing  from  every  other  Sort  of 
Bufinefs  by  v/hich  he  can  earn  his  Bread  in  Time  of 
Peace  ;  therefore,  in  Time  of  Peace,  efpecially  after 
it  has  continued  for  fix  or  feven  Years,  it  is  impoili- 
ble for  us  to  have  any  more  Seamen,  than  are  necef- 
fary  for  the  Merchant  and  Fifhing  Service,  befides 
thofe  that  have  been  continued  in  the  Pay  and  the 
actual  Service  of  the  Public  ;  for  even  a  thorough- 
bred Seaman,  after  he  has  been  for  fix  or  {even  Years 
continually  at  Land,  becomes  abfolutely  unfit  for  the 
Sea-Service,  and  muft  be  again  for  fome  Time  at 
Sea,  before  he  can  do  the  Duty  of  an  able  and  expert 
Sailor.  From  hence,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  of  two 
States  naturally  equal  in  Number  of  Inhabitants,  if 
the  one  takes  Care  to  have  all  its  People  bred  up  to 
Arms  and  military  Difcipline,  and  the  other  trufts 
entirely  to  its  {landing  Armies  *  the  firft  mult  have  the 
Superiority  in  military  Power ;  but  of  two  States 
naturally  equal  in  Numbers  of  Seamen,  that  State 
muft  acquire  a  Superiority  in  maritime  Power,  which 
keeps  the  greateft  Number  of  Seamen  always  in  the 

Pay 


Pay  and  the  Service  of  the  Public,  even  though  the  other  Anno  1751, 
fhould  have  a  greater  Number  of  Ships  of  War  ready 
to  put  to  Sea,  The  Swifs  furnifh  us  with  an  Exam- 
ple of  the  firft  of  thefe  Cafes  j  and  I  wifh,  that  Frame 
may  not  foon  furnifli  us  with  an  Example  of  the  lafl * 
for  though  I  believe,  they  have  not  in  America  fuch  a 
great  Number  of  Seamen  as  we  have,  and  confe- 
quently,  upon  the  whole,  are  not  naturally  equal  to  usy 
yet  I  am  afraid  they  have  now  naturally  as  many  Sea- 
men in  France  as  we  have  in  Great-Britain  -,  and  thefe 
only  can  ferve  for  making  or  defending  a  fudden 
Attack.  And  granting,  as  I  have,  that  naturally 
they  are  not  upon  the  whole  equal  to  us  in  maritime 
Power,  yet  in  feven  Years  they  may  make  themfelves 
fuperior,  by  keeping  a  much  greater  Number  of  Sea- 
men in  the  continual  Pay  and  Service  of  the  Public  % 
for  fuppofing,  that  we  have  6c,ooo  Seamen  employed 
in  the  Merchant  and  Fifhing  Service,  and  the  French 
have  but  50,000  employed  in  the  fame  Sort  of  Service  ; 
yet,  if  they  keep  2C,cco  Seamen  in  the  continual 
Pay  and  Service  of  the  Public,  and  we  keep  but  8ooo* 
they  will  at  the  End  of  (even  Years  be  fuperior  to  us 
in  maritime  Power ;  and  whatever  Reflections  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  may  throw  out  upon  thofe  that  make 
it  their  Bufinefs  to  provoke  France  to  a  Rupture, 
I  muft  tell  him,  that  rather  than  fee  this  at  the  End 
of  a  feven  Years  Peace,  I  fhould  wifh  to  fee  a  War 
declared  Tomorrow ;  for  we  muft  not  think,  that 
France  has  given  over  the  Conteftfor  maritime  Power; 
like  the  defeated  Bull  (o  beautifully  defcribed  by  FirgiL, 
they  are  by  all  Means  poffible  endeavouring  to  gather 
ftiore  Strength,  and 

Pofl^  uhi  collegium  robur,  virefque  receptee  % 
Signa  ttiovet,  preecepfqut *  oblitum  fertur  in  hoftera: 

This,  Sir,  is  the  true  Reafon  why  we  fhould  always 
keep  up  a  large  Number  of  Seamen,  even  in  Time  of 
Peace,  and  this  Reafon  is  now  ftronger  than  ever  it 
was  heretofore.  I  wifh  as  heartily  as  any  Gentleman 
in  this  Houfe,  to  fee  our  Debts  paid,  or  to  fee  us  in  a 
Way  of  paying  them  ;  but  to  allow  France  to  get  the 
Superiority  of  us  at  Sea,  is  net,  I  am  fure,  the  Way 
to  pay  them  \    for  if  that  fhould  ever  happen,    the 

Nation, 
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Anno  1751.  Nation,  as  well  as  its  Debts,  will  be  annihilated.  It 
is,  in  my  Opinion,  ridiculous  to  think  of  their  being 
ever,  payed  by  the  dull  Method  of  QEconomy  alone  ; 
Some  grand  Scheme,  fome  curious  Project  mull  be 
invented  for  that  Purpofe  by  fome  happy  Genius, 
and  carried  vigoroufly  into  Execution  by  a  Heady  and 
faithful  Administration ;  otherwife,  I  may  venture  to 
foretel,  that  our  Debts  will  never  be  paid.  Suppofing 
the  Sinking  Fund  were  every  half  Year  to  be  duly 
and  regularly  applied  to  the  Payment  of  our  Debts, 
and  that  it  now  amounts  to  a  Million  yearly,  it  would 
be  above  forty  Years  before  our  prefent  Debt  could  be 
cleared.  Is  it  poffible  to  fuppofe,  that  this  Nation 
can  continue  for  forty  Years  in  fuch  a  profound  Peace, 
as  not  to  have  Occafion  for  keeping  any  foreign 
Troops  in  its  Pay,  or  for  fitting  out  a  Squadron  of 
Obfervation  ?  And  fuppofmg  this  pofBble,  can  we  ex- 
pect, that  in  the  prefent  general  Contention  for  Trade 
and  Manufactures,  our  Trade  and  Manufactures  can 
continue  in  their  prefent  flouriihing  Condition,  if  they 
remain  liable  to  all  thole  Duties  and  Difficulties  with 
which  they  are  now  incumbered  ?  If  they  mould  come 
to  diminish,  if  our  foreign  Exports  mould  be  reduced 
to  little  or  nothing,  which  is  far  from  being  impoffi- 
ble,  farewel,  Sir,  to  your  Sinking  Fund  ;  for  as  it 
now  arifes  from  the  SurpluiTes,  it  would  foon  be  eat 
up  by  the  Deficiencies  of  your  other  Funds. 

6  At  the  fame  Time,  Sir,  I  am  far  from  difcom- 
mending  QCconomy;  let  us  always  make  as  much 
Ufe  of  it  as  pofiible  :  But  let  us  apply  it  to  thofe  Arti- 
cles of  Expence,  which  may  be  lefTened  without 
Danger.  To  apply  it  to  our  Navy,  is  rifking  our  very 
Being.  Shall  we  reduce  the  Number  of  our  Seamen 
in  order  to  pay  foreign  Subfides,  ufelefs  Land  Armies, 
and  unmerited  Penfions  and  Salaries  ?  This  is  like  a 
Gentleman's  ftarving  his  Children,  in  order  to  fquan- 
der  the  Money  in  feeding  his  Hawks  and  his  Hounds. 
The  Plon.  Gentleman  fays  we  may  fave  80,000/.  by 
the  Reduction  propofed :  I  believe,  there  is  not  a 
Gentleman  in  the  Houfe  but  can  tell  him,  how  he 
may  fave  twice  that  Sum  yearly  without  the  leaft  Di- 
.  minution  either  of  our  military  or  maritime  Power, 
and  with  a  very  great  Addition  to  our  Character  for 

Wifdom* 
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Wifclom.   It  is  by  fuch  a  Saving  that  we  mould  think   Anno  1751, 

of  paying  our  Debts  :  It  is  by  fuch  a  Saving  that  we 

fhould  think  of  enabling  ourfelves  to  fupport  a  new 

War;  and  not  by  fuch  a  Saving  as  will  render  the 

next  War  the  infallible  iEra  of  our  Ruin.     Let  us 

but  preferve  our  Superiority  at  Sea,  and  we  may  boldly 

enter  into  it  as  foon  as  our  Honour  calls  upon  us  to  do 

fo.      With   a  Land-Tax  at  45.  in  the  Pound,    the 

ufual  Malt-Tax,  and  the  Sinking  Fund,  we  have  ftill 

a  Revenue  of  above  3,500,000/.  unmortgaged,  and 

with  that  Revenue  rightly  managed,  we  may  carry  on 

any  War  we  can  be  engaged  in,  with  Hopes  of  Suc- 

cefs,  and  without  borrowing  a  Shilling,  provided  we 

keep  no  ufelefs  Armies  at  Home,  nor  engage  in  any 

Land  War  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe,     But  I  fear, 

this  Nation  will  not  foon  have  the  good  Fortune  to 

find  itfelf  engaged  in  a  Sea  War,  without  being  at 

the  fame  Time  involved  in  a  Land  War  upon  the 

Continent  of  Europe ;  and  fuch  a  War,  I  (hall  admit, 

that  we  are  not  now  able  to  fupport  in  the  Manner 

we  have  formerly  done,  nor  will  the  utmoit.  CEconomy 

in  Time  of  Peace  enable  us  to  do  fo.     We  fhould 

therefore    now   at    laft    begin  to  think  of  confining 

ourfelves    to   our  own   Defence,    and  for  this   Pur- 

pofe  the  beft,  indeed  the  only,  Method  we  can  take, 

is  to  promote,  or  rather  reltore,   military  Difcipline 

among  our  People  in  general,  and  to  preferve,  if  not 

to  increafe,  the  Number  of  our  Seamen,  by  keeping 

a  fufiicient  Number  of  them  always  in  the  Pay  and  the 

Service  of  the  Public. 

*  I  was  furprifed  to  hear  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fay, 
that  we  could  not  prevent  the  Neceility  of  prefnng, 
even  by  keeping  20,000  Seamen  in  Pay  in  Time  of 
Peace,  becaufe,  upon  the  Breaking  out  of  a  War  we 
fhould  want  20,000  Seamen  from  the  Merchant-Ser- 
vice. I  fay,  Sir,  I  was  furprifed  to  hear  this,  confi- 
dering  it  had  been  fo  fully  explained  by  my  Hon.  Friend 
who  fpoke  fomeTime  before  him,  that  in  fuch  a  Cafe 
we  mould  want  but  10,000  Seamen  from  the  Mer- 
chant-Service, and  that  thefe  they  could  fafely  fupply 
by  taking  Landmen  on  board,  v/hich  would  prevent 
their  being  under  a  Neceflity  to  raife  the  Wages  of 
the  Seamen  that  remained  in  their  Service.     Surely, 

Vol.  IV.  T  three- 
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Anno  1751.  three-fourths  expert  Seamen,  and  one-fourth  Land- 

y_  1  -lm- J  men,  would  be  fufficient  for  our  Ships  of  War,  and 

the  fame  Proportion  would  do  for  moft  of  the  Ships 
in  the  Merchant-Service,  efpecially,  as  in  Time  of 
War  they  generally  fail  with  more  Men  than  in  Time 
of  Peace.  Thus,  I  think,  Sir,  there  is  a  great  Pro- 
bability, that  if  we  kept  20,000  expert  Seamen  al- 
ways in  Pay,  we  mould  never  have  Occafion  for 
preffing,  and  what  adds  to  this  Probability  is,  that  we 
could  never  be  in  a  Hurry  for  any  additional  Number  ; 
for  with  20,000  Seamen  ready  at  Command,  and  fuch 
volunteer  Seamen  and  Landmen  as  would  prefently 
enter,  we  might  fupply  as  many  Ships  of  Force,  as 
we  could  well  have  Occafion  for  at  the  firft  Breaking 
out  of  a  War,  and  then  by  Degrees  increafe  the 
Number,  as  we  found  it  convenient  or  neceflary. 
And  as  there  would  be  always  Seamen  enough  both 
for  the  Government's  and  the  Merchants  Service, 
there  would  be  no  Occafion  for  turning  Men  over 
from  one  Ship  to  another  againft  their  Inclination, 
which  would  be  a  great  Encouragement  for  their  lilt- 
ing in  the  Service  of  the  Government. 

c  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  to  reduce  our  Marine  in 
order  to  enable  us  to  keep  up  numerous  Land  Armies, 
and  to  purchafe  foreign  Auxiliaries,  appears  to  me  to 
be  fuch  a  prepofterous  Sort  of  ConducT:  in  an  Ifland, 
that  I  cannot  agree  to  it.  At  leaft  I  cannot  agree  to 
it,  until  it  has  been  fully  and  clearly  proved,  that  the 
keeping  up  of  thefe  Land  Armies,  and  the  purchafing 
of  thefe  Auxiliaries,  are  abfolutely  neceffary  for  our 
immediate  Safety  5  confequently,  I  mult  think,  that 
the  Confideration  of  this  Article  of  Expence  mould 
be  put  off  till  the  other  two  have  been  fettled ;  there- 
fore, though  I  am  very  little  Mailer  of  Order,  I  be- 
lieve, I  may  venture  to  move,  and  I  do  move,  Sir, 
That  you  now  leave  the  Chair.' 

Henry  Fox,  Efq;  got  up,  and  fpoke  to  this  EfFect. 

«  Mr.  Speaker, 

HerwyFex,  Efq;      *  I  Wl^  admit,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  fairly 

enough  fiated  the  Method  of  arguing  with  Regard  to 

.     our  Land   Soldiers  and    our   Seamen  ;  but   I   am  a- 

mazed  how  he  can  be  aftonifhed  at  that  Method  of 

arguing. 


C   275  .] 

arguing,  if  he  ever  confidered  the  prefent  State  of  ouf  Anno  1751, 
Militia,  or  the  Power  which  the  Government  has  over 
them,  or  any  other  Landmen  in  this  Ifland.  As  to 
thofe  Landmen  that  are  not  lifted  in  the  Militia, 
I  knew  of  no  Power  the  King  has  over  them  at  all, 
even  upon  the  Event  of  an  Invafion  :  As  long  as  they 
find  one  to  ferve  in  their  ftead  in  the  Militia5  his  Ma- 
jefty  cannot  compel  them  either  to  provide  themfelves 
with  Arms,  or  to  breed  themfelves  up  to  military  Dif- 
cipline.  Then  as  to  the  Militia,  no  Man  who  can 
find  one  to  ferve  for  him,  is  obliged  to  ferve  in  Perfon  ; 
from  whence  it  of  courfe  happens,  that  they  confift  of 
the  loweft  and  meaneft  of  the  People,  with  refpecl:  to 
their  Courage,  I  believe,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
Refpe£t :  Even  their  Officers  generally  are  but  low 
Tradefmen  ;  becaufe  no  Man  can  be  compelled  to  ac- 
cept of  a  Commiffion  in  the  Militia.  With  regard  to 
their  Difcipline,  there  can  be  but  one  general  County 
Mufter  in  a  Year,  which  is  not  to  laft,  I  may  fay, 
above  two  Days,  for  the  Men  muft  not  be  kept  above 
four  Days  from  their  Habitation  ;  and  there  can  be  but 
four  particular  Mutters  in  a  Year,  and  each  to  con- 
tinue not  above  two  Days  at  moil,  which,  I  believe, 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  not  to  be  fufficient 
for  making  a  Man  Matter  even  of  the  fighting  Bufi- 
nefs  of  a  Soldier.  And  laftly,  as  to  the  Service  of 
the  Militia,  they  cannot  be  drawn  out  of  their  Coun- 
ty :  The  Lord-Lieutenant  may  conduct  and  employ 
them,  within  the  Place  for  which  he  iscommimoned; 
but  he  has  no  Power  either  to  conduct  or  employ  them 
where  he  has  no  Commiffion. 

c  This,  Sir,  is  the  prefent  State  of  our  military 
Power,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  thofe  Landmen  that  do 
not  belong  to  our  regular  Army ;  and  confequently, 
if  we  had  no  regular  Armv,  I  believe,  every  Gentle- 
man will  grant,  that  we  mould  have  no  military 
Power  at  all,  at  leaft  not  fuch  a  military  Power  as 
would  be  fufficient  to  defend  us  againtt  an  Invafion, 
or  even  againtt  a  Rebellion  ;  for  thofe  that  rebel 
againtt  an  eftablifhed  Government,  always  confift  of 
fome  of  the  boldeft  and  moft  defperate  cf  the  People. 
The  laft  Rebellion  (hewed  us,  that  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  Conducl  and  animating  Prefence  of  that  brave 

T  2  Prince, 
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Anr.b  175*.  Prince,  who  is  now  at  the  Head  of  bur  Army,  and 
long  may  he  continue  to  be  fo,  the  Rebels  would 
probably  have  been  more  than  a  Match  even  for  our 
regular  Troops.  I  ihall  readily  agree  with  the  Hon. 
Gentleman,  that  we  have  a  great  many  brave  Land- 
men in  the  Kingdom  ;  but  they  are  not  of  the  Militia, 
nor  are  they  under  the  King's  Command,  even  againft 
an  Invafion  or  Rebellion.  However,  it  is  with  Plea- 
sure I  recoiled!:,  that  fo  many  of  them  voluntarily 
offered  his  Majefty  their  Service  during  the  laft  Re- 
bellion :  They  were  perfonally  brave,  as  brave,  I  be- 
lieve, as  any  Men  in  the  World ;  but,  alas  !  there 
was  hardly  one  of  them  that  knew  how  to  do  his 
Duty  in  a  Squadron  or  Battalion,  and  confequently 
they  muft  have  fallen  into  Confufion  as  foon  as  they 
engaged  in  Action,  had  they  met  with  an  Enemy  that 
not  only  knew  how,  but  could  have  taken  the  proper 
Advantage  of  their  want  of  Difcipline ;  for  the  great 
Advantage  of  a  regular  well-difciplined  Army  is,  that 
the  General  may  change  his  Difpofition  in  a  Moment, 
without  Danger  of  his  Troops  falling  into  Con- 
fufion. 

'  As  to  any  Scheme  for  rendering  the  Militia  ufe- 
ful,  I  do  not  remember,  Sir,  that  lever  heard  of  one, 
but  what  upon  Examination  appeared  to  be  impracti- 
cable. If  I  had,  I  am  fure,  I  fhould  moll  heartily 
have  concurred  in  its  Eftablifhment.  But,  indeed, 
I  believe  the  Thing  to  be  impoffible.  To  render  all 
your  Landmen,  or  even  your  Militia,  equal  to  regu- 
lar Troops,  you  muft  give  the  Crown  fuch  a  Power 
over  the  Perfons  of  Men,  as  the  People  would  think 
inconfiftent  with  their  Liberties  :  The  very  Attempt 
Would  raife  a  more  general  Clamour  without  Doors,  and 
a  more  violent  Oppofition  within,  than  was  ever  raifed 
againft  the  Excife-Scheme  or  the  Convention.  As 
to  the  Swifs,  Sir,  we  know  how  they  come  to  have 
fuch  a  good  Militia  :  They  have  always  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Regiments  in  foreign  Service,  and  their  Sol- 
diers, when  they  have  got  a  little  Plunder,  or  have 
faved  a  little  Money,  obtain  their  Difcharge,  and 
fettle  at  Home,  by  which  Means  they  have  always 
their  Country  full,  not  only  of  difciplined,  but  of 
veteran    Soldiers*     This,  Sir,    is  almoft   their  on!v 
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Traffick,  the  only  Means  they  have  of  bringing  Money  Anno  375$, 
into  their  Country ;  but,  thank  God  !  we  have  no 
Occafion  for  carrying  on  fuch  a  Traffick,  and  no  Gen- 
tleman, I  believe,  will  advife  us  to  begin  it.  I  am 
therefore  of  Opinion,  that  it  will  be  always  neceffary 
for  us  to  keep  up  a  fmall  Number  of  regular  Troops* 
not  only  for  our  Defence  againft  a  fudden  Attack,  but 
as  a  Foundation  to  build  on  when  we  have  Occafion 
for  raifing  an  Army.  And  as  to  that  of  giving  Sol- 
diers a  Right  to  demand  their  Difcharge  after  any 
Number  of  Years  Service,  it  was  fo  clearly  (hewn, 
when  the  Proportion  was  made,  that  it  would  out  an 
End  to  all  Difcipline  in  the  Army,  that  the  Houfe, 
by  a  very  great  Majority,  rejected  the  Propofition, 
rightly  judging,  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  no 
Army  at  all,  than  an  Army  without  Difcipline.  And 
this  we  ought  to  be  the  more  confirmed  in,  as  Expe- 
rience in  the  laft  War  mewed  us,  that  a  Slacknefs  of 
Difcipline  in  Time  of  Peace,  renders  Troops  unfit 
for  performing  their  Duty  in  Time  of  War.  No 
Troops  ever  behaved  better  than  the  Dutch  Troops 
did  in  Queen  Amies  War,  becaufe  they  had  been  un- 
der the  Direction  of  King  William^  during  the  pre- 
ceding Peace :  But  during  the  laft  Peace  their  Difci- 
pline was  neglected,  and  accordingly,  their  Behaviour 
in  the  laft  War  was  but  very  indifferent. 

c  In  fhort,  Sir,  though  we  have  a  great  many  brave 
Landmen  in  the  Kingdom,  yet,  as  the  Trade  of  a 
Soldier  is  not  their  Profeffion,  as  none  of  them  live 
by  it,  except  thofe  in  our  Army,  it  will  be  impofnble 
to  make  them  learn  it,  much  lefs  practife  it,  unlefs 
you  fhould  reitore  your  military  Tenures  ;  therefore 
we  can  never  properly  be  faid  to  have  any  military 
Power,  but  that  which  confifts  in  the  Troops  that  are 
kept  in  the  Pay  and  Service  of  the  Government. 
Whereas,  with  refpect  to  our  Seamen,  feafaring  is 
their  Trade,  it  is  the  Trade  they  live  by,  therefore 
they  muft  learn  it,  and  without  practifing  it,  they 
cannot  live  by  it ;  confequently,  whether  they  be  in 
the  immediate  Pay  and  Service  of  the  Government, 
or  no,  they  may  be  juflly  faid  to  conftitute  our  mari- 
time Power,  becaufe  thQ  Government  may,  upon  all 
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Anno  1751.    Occafions,  either  by  Premiums  or  Preffing,  have  a,s 
many  of  them  as  it  {lands  in  need  of. 

c  I  hope,  Gentlemen  will  now  fee,  Sir,  very  good 
Reafon  for  our  arguing  upon  any  Queftion  relating  to 
the  Number  of  Troops  to  be  kept  in  public  Pay,  in  a 
very  different  Manner  from  what  we  do  upon  any 
Queftion  relating  to  the  Number  of  Seamen  to  be 
kept  in  public  Pay  ;  and  as  to  France,  or  any  other 
Nation's  getting  a  Superiority  in  maritime  Power,  by 
keeping  a  greater  Number  of  Seamen  in  public  Pay 
than  we  do,  1  hope  our  Miniflers  will  take  Care  of 
it :  They  know  bed  what  Numbers  of  Seamen  are 
kept  in  public  Pay  by  other  Nations  \  and  when  "they 
hear,  that  any  rival  Nation  has  increafed  the  Number 
of  Seamen  in  the  Pay  of  their  Government,  I  am 
perfuaded,  they  will  immediately  advife  his  Majefty 
to  take  an  additional  Number  into  his  Pay,  which  he 
may  do,  when  Neceffity  requires,  notwithstanding 
any  previous  RefoJution  of  Parliament. 

'  lam  very  unwilling,  Sir,  to  depreciate  the  Power, 
cfpecially  the  maritime  Power  of  this  Nation ;  but 
1  am  very  much  afraid,  that  if  we  engaged  by  our- 
felves  alone,  even  in  a  Sea  War  againft  France,  we 
ihould  find  ourfelves  over-matched,  efpecially  as  Franc? 
would  probably  be  afHited  by  Spain,  and,  perhaps,  by 
fome  other  States  in  Europe:.  This,  at  leaft,  I  am 
fure  of,  that  we  could  not  fupport  fuch  a  War  with  fo 
fmall  a  Revenue  as  3,500,000/.  which  is  the  utmoft 
we  can  well  raife  yearly,  without  borrowing;  and 
fome  Part  of  that,  furelv,  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
employ  at  Home,  in  providing  for  our  Defence  at  Land 
as  well  as  by  Sea.  For  fupporting  fuch  a  War,  there- 
fore, we  fhould  certainly  be  obliged  to  borrow  large 
Sums  yearly,  but  the  Difficulty  would  be  where  we  could 
get  People  to  lend ;  for  if  we  were  generally  thought 
to  be  over-matched  even  at  Sea,  no  Man  would  lend 
us  Money  upon  public  Credit,  becaufe,  by  the  IfTue 
of  fuch  a  War  the  Nation  would,  without  all  Doubt, 
be  undone.  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  had  I  the  Honour 
to  be  his  Majefty's  chief  Minifter,  I  ihould  never  ad- 
vife him  to  enter  into  a  War  with  France,  without  a 
very  powerful  Confederacy  upon  the  Continent.     It 
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was  by  this  Means  that  we  brought  France  to  the  very  Anno  .1751. 
Brink  of  Perdition  in  Queen  Junes  Reign,  from  < 
which  they  were  faved  by  the  fcandalous  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  It  was  by  the  Weaknefs  of  our  Confederacy 
in  the  laft  War,  or  rather  by  the  Lukewarmnefs  of 
fome  of  our  Confederates,  to  call  it  by  no  worfe  a 
Name,  that  we  were  fo  unfuccefsful  at  Land.  How- 
ever, by  the  Oppofition  we  made  at  Land,  the  French 
had  their  Hands  fo  full,  that  they  were  unable  to  take 
Care  of  the  Increafe,  or  indeed,  of  the  Prefervation 
of  their  Marine ;  and  notwithftanding  their  Succefs 
at  Land,  our  Succefles  at  Sea  made  them  glad  to  ac- 
cept of  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace,  without  adding 
one  Inch  of  Ground  to  their  Dominion,  in  Recom- 
pence  for  the  vaft  Charge  they  had  been  at  in  the  Sup- 
port of  that  War,  and  the  Ri(k  they  had  run  of  being 
ruined  by  its  Event.  I  fay,  Rifk,  Sir,  for  if  the  King 
of  Prujjia  had  not  moved  to  their  Afliftance  in  the 
Year  1744,  or  had  been  unfuccefsful  in  the  War  he 
for  that  End  recommenced,  the  French^  I  believe, 
would  have  been  forced  to  yield  up  fome  Part  of  the 
Territories  they  were  pofTetffed  of  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  War. 

4  We  have  not  for  Ages  pari,  Sir,  had  any  Expe- 
rience of  a  War  carried  on  by  this  Nation  alone  a- 
gainft  France:  What  would  be  its  Iffue  therefore, 
God  only  knows  ;  for  no  Man  can  fo  much  as  divine. 
But  we  have  had  lately  repeated  Experience  of  a  War 
carried  on  by  this  Nation  in  Conjunction  with  a  Con- 
federacy againft.  France ;  and  from  that  Experience 
we  have  Reafon  to  judge  favourably,  and  to  hope  for 
the  beft,  from  the  Event  of  any  fuch  future  War. 
Surely,  then,  the  wifeft  Meafurewe  can  purfue,  is  to 
cultivate  an  Alliance  and  Friendfhip  with  thofe  States, 
that  have  Reafon  to  be  jealous  of  the  Power  of  France 
as  well  as  this  Nation.  Is  there  any  State  in  Europe 
more  proper  for  this  Purpofe  than  the  German  Empire  ? 
Whilft  that  powerful  Body  is  united,  and  in  Alliance 
with  us,  we  may  reft  fecure,  that  France  will  never 
give  us  any  Caufe  of  Quarrel.  Confequently,  is  it 
not  our  Intereft  to  cultivate  a  Friendmip  with  the 
German  Empire,  and  to  contribute  all  we  can  towards 
the   Prefervation  of  an  Union  amongft   the  feveraj 
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Anno  1751.  Members  thereof?  Can  the  Saving  of  50,  or  eveft 
100,000/.  a  Year,  be  put  in  the  Balance  with  this  ? 
Do  not  we  know,  that  France  is  every  Day,  by  Ne-? 
gotiations,  by  Prefents,  by  the  Tender  of  Penfions, 
endeavouring  to  fow  Divifion  among  the  Members  of 
that  powerful  Body  ?  And  fhall  we  be  at  no  Pains  or 
Expence  to  preferve  their  Concord  ? 

6  The  Hon.  Gentleman  talked,  Sir,  of  the  Diffi- 
culty of  our  paying  our  Debts :  I  fhall  grant  it  is 
difficult  j  but  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  this  is  the 
only  Method  by  which  we  can  be  enabled  to  pay  our 
Debts ;  for  if  Concord  and  Unanimity  be  preserved 
among  the  feveral  Princes  of  the  German  Empire,  the 
Tranquillity  we  now  fo  happily  enjoy,  may  probably 
continue  for  at  leaH  forty  Years  to  come;  and  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  has  himielf  allowed,  that  our  Debts 
may  be  all  cleared  before  that  Time,  or  very  foon 
after ;  but  as  the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  will  be 
gradually  diminifhed  by  our  annual  Payments,  and 
by  the  Rife  of  the  Price  of  Lands,  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  our  Debts  may  be  all  paid  long  before  that  Time*, 
by  Means  of  the  Sinking  Fund  alone,  without  any 
extraordinary  Scheme  for  that  Purpofe ;  for  fuch; 
Schemes,  I  confefs,  I  am  not  fond  of;  becaufe  within 
the  Memory  of  many  of  us,  the  Nation  fmarted  fe- 
verely  by  fuch  an  Experiment. 

*  But  now3  Sir,  fuppofe  we  fhould  be  fo  unwifely 
penurious,  as  to  put  ourfelves  to  no  Expence  about 
any  foreign  Meafures ;  and  fuppofe,  as  an  Hon. 
Friend  of  mine  has  already  faid,  that  we  fhould  re- 
duce one  Half,  or  even  the  Whole  of  our  Army ; 
what  could  either  of  thefe  have  to  do  with  the  prefent 
Queftion  ?  Could  both  furnifh  us  with  a  tolerable 
Reafon  for  putting  ourfelves  to  the  Expence  of  keep- 
ing more  Seamen  in  Pay  than  we  have  Occafion  for, 
and  more  than  is  kept  in  Pay  by  any  of  our  Rivals 
for  maritime  Power  ?  Could  we  jufcify  fuch  an  un- 
necefTary  Expence  in  our  prefent  Circumftances  ? 
Therefore,  what  we  may  do  with  refpect.  to  either  of 
thefe  Articles,  can  be  no  Reafon  for  putting  off  the 
Consideration  or  the  Determination  of  the  prefent  ; 
2,tA  furely,  it  will  be  granted,  that  we  ought  to  pro- 
vide for  fome  Number  of  Seamen.  Can  any  Gentle- 
3  nian 
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man  fay,  he  is  not  now  as  fully  prepared  for  deter-    Anno  1751, 

mining  this  Queftion,  as  he  can  be  at  any  future  Time  U— y—  ^j 

in  this   Seffion  ?    And  what  chiefly   determines  me, 

and  ought,  I  think,  to  determine  every  Gentleman  to 

be  for  the  lefTer  Number,    is,  that  his  Majefty  may 

increafe  the  Number  the  Moment  he  finds  it  necef- 

fary. 

4  As  to  the  Provifion  made  laft  Year,  Sir,  for  the 
Coaft  of  Africa,  and  the  Coafts  of  Nova  Scotia,  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  firft  againft  the  Number 
of  Seamen  now  propofed,  may  move  for  an  Enquiry 
into  it  whenever  he  pleafes ;  for  it  will  appear,  that 
both  were  fufficiently  provided  for.  There  are  two 
Men  of  War  now  upon  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  at  leaft 
they  are  there,  if  they  have  purfued  their  Orders ;  and 
all  Parts  of  America,  particularly  Nova  Scotia,  were 
fufficiently  provided  with  Station-mips  or  Sloops.  But 
this,  like  the  other  two  Queftions  I  have  mentioned, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  prefent  Queftion  ;  there- 
fore, I  hope,  Sir,  it  will  be  put,  before  the  Houfe 
agrees  to  your  leaving  the  Chair/ 

The  laft  who  fpoke  was  the  Earl  of  Egmont-,  his 

Speech  was  in  Subftance  thus. 

c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  It  may  be  eafily  determined  which  is  the  weak  Earl  of  Egmont. 

Side  of  the  Queftion  now.  before  us,  from  what  was 

faid  in  favour  of  it  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  over- 

againft  me  upon  the  Floor,  who  fpoke  fome  Time  ago ; 

for  he  ufually  fpeaks  with  more  Ability,  and  with 

*..  ->re  Candour,  than  he  did  upon  this  Occafion.     As 

•  his  Ability,  I  really  do  not  know  what  he  means  by 

jOO  Seamen  being  fufficient  for  all  neceflary  Services : 

.n  Time  of  Peace,  and  when  there  are  no  Pirates  at 

oea,  I  know  of  no  immediate  Services  that  are  necef- 

fary.     As  to  any  fuch  Services,  we  mould  have  no 

Occafion  for  keeping  one  Ship  in  Commiffion,    or 

one  Seaman  in  Pay,  except  thofe  Under- Officers  that 

are  kept  for  cleaning  and  taking  Care  of  the  Ships. 

This  cannot  therefore  be  the  Reafon  for  our  keeping 

any  Seamen  in  Pay  in  Time  of  Peace :    The  true 

Reafon  is,  that  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture,  or  any  fudden 

Danger j  we  may  be  able  to  fend  a  fufficient  Squadron 

to 
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Anno  1751.  to  Sea  without  di&reffing  our  Trade;  and  will  he  fay, 
will  any  Gentleman  fay,  that  8000  Seamen  are  fuffi- 
cient  for  this  Purpofe,  efpecially  as  I  find  it  is  pro- 
pofed  to  have  one  Half  of  them  always  abroad  ?  Sir, 
no  Man  can  fay,  that  10,000  is  fufficient ;  and  for 
this  Reafon  I  did  not  approve  of  the  Reduction  made 
laft  Year.  Then  as  to  his  Candour,  I  muft  beg  Par- 
don to  fay,  it  was  not  altogether  fo  candid  in  him  to 
charge  this  Side  of  the  Houfe  with  a  Defign  to  foment 
a  Quarrel  with  France^  or  with  any  other  Power  what- 
foever  :  We  never  gave  the  leaft  Caufe  for  charging 
us  with  any  fuch  Deiign  ;  but  we  have  often  declared, 
and  I  fufpect,  we  may  often  again  have  Occafion  to 
declare,  that  we  are  againft.  preferving  Peace  by  bafe 
and  mean  Submiffions,  becaufe  we  know  it  will  not 
do  :  Experience  in  a  late  long  Administration  has 
clearly  fhewn,  that  it  will  not  do ;  for  in  public  as 
well  as  private  Life,  the  only  Way  to  prevent  a  fecond 
Infult,  is  to  refent  the  firft  with  Spirit. 

c  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  what  was  faid  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  I  mall  grant,  that 
by  the  prefent  Regulation  of  the  Militia,  it  can  never 
be  of  any  real  Service :  I  believe,  it  was  not  defigned 
to  be  fo,  when  it  was  firft  eftablimed  ;  becaufe  our 
Court  had  then  a  Defign  to  render  the  keeping  up  of 
a  flanding  Army  neceflary ;  and  accordingly,  the 
Foundation  was  laid  in  that  very  Reign,  upon  which 
our  prefent  dangerous  Fabrick  has  by  Degrees  been 
erected  ;  but  I  fhould  be  forry  to  think,  that  we  had 
no  military  Power  except  that  which  confifts  in  the 
Troops  we  keep  in  Pay  ;  and  I  was  glad  to  find,  that 
what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  faid  of  the  late  Rebel 
Army,  overturned  the  whole  of  his  Doctrine  upon 
this  Head  ;  for  I  hope,  they  were  not  the  only  brave 
Men  in  the  Ifland  :  I  hope,  there  is  not  a  Gentleman, 
a  Yeoman,  or  a  Farmer  in  the  Kingdom,  but  what 
are  as  brave,  and  as  apt  to  learn  the  righting  Bufinefs 
of  a  Soldier,  as  they  were ;  and  if  they  were  like  to 
have  been  an  Overmatch  for  our  regular  Troops, 
ought  we  not  to  conclude,  that  an  Army  newly  raifed, 
and  conilfting  of  our  young  Gentlemen,  Yeomen, 
and  Farmers,  would  be  an  Overmatch  for  any  regular 
Troops  that  can  be  brought  againft  us  ?  We  have 
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frill,  thank  God  !  the  fame  Commander  that  was  Anno  1751, 
then  at  the  Head  of  our  regular  Troops ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded,  he  would  fhew  the  fame  Courage  and  Con- 
duct at  the  Head  of  a  Volunteer,  which  he  then  mewed 
at  the  Head  of  a  mercenary  Army.  The  former 
might  not,  perhaps,  be  fo  ductile,  but  I  am  con- 
vinced, they  would  be  as  brave,  and  as  alert,  in  the 
Execution  of  every  Order  that  tended  towards  defeat- 
ing the  Enemy.  We  know,  Sir,  that  in  Time  of 
real  Danger,  his  Majefty  is  not  to  truft  to  the  Militia  : 
He  may  then  iiiue  Commiftions  for  raifing  as  many 
Regiments  as  he  pleafes,  and  every  Volunteer  that 
lifts  in  thofe  Regiments,  is  as  much  fubject  to  martial 
Law  as  any  Soldier  in  our  regular  Army  ;  If  we  were 
threatened  with  an  Invafion  from  France^  I  am  per- 
fuaded, his  Majefty,  who  poflefTes  the  Hearts  and  Af- 
fections of  bis  People,  might,  in  a  very  few  Days, 
by  this  Method,  raife  as  great  an  Army  as  he  pleafed, 
of  as  brave  Men  as  any  that  were  in  the  late  Rebel 
Army ;  and  nothing  can  ever  prevent  this  but  the 
Government's  being  hated  by  the  People,  or  the 
People's  trufting  till  it  is  too  late  to  the  regular 
Troops  ;  both  which  may  prove  to  be  the  Effect  of 
our  keeping  too  great  a  Number  of  the  latter  in  con- 
tinual Pay. 

c  Ifhall  admit,  Sir,  that  if  an  Army  of  new-raifed 
Volunteers  were  to  engage  againft  an  Army  of  regu- 
lar Troops  long  inured  to  Difcipline,  and  both  were 
to  ftand  at  a  Diftance  to  fire  at  each  other,  the  latter 
would  probably  get  the  Victory,  becaufe  they  could 
fire  fafter  and  more  regularly;  but  this  is  rather 
Patience  than  Courage  ;  and  a  General,  who  could 
depend  upon  the  perfonal  Courage  and  Vigour  q1 
his  Men,  would  certainly  not  chufe  this  Method 
of  fighting.  He  would  lead  them  prefently  on  to 
the  Attack  j  and  when  Armies  come  to  pell-mell 
fighting,  I  believe,  Volunteers  will  generally  have 
the  Advantage.  Therefore,  I  mall  always  think, 
that  our  military  Power  depends  upon  the  Numbers 
of  brave  Men  we  have  in  the  Kingdom,  whether 
they  be  in  the  Pay  of  the  Government  or  no  5  and 
our  keeping  a  great  Number  in  Pay,  and  neglecting 
or  rather  preventing  the  Difcipline  of  all  the  reft, 

will 
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Anno  1751.  will  dimlnifh  inftead  of  increafe  our  military  Power; 
'  but  it  is  not  fo  with  regard  to  our  Seamen ;  for  no 
Bravery  can  make  an  expert  Seaman.  A  brave  Man 
may  in  two  or  three  Months  be  made  not  only  a  brave 
but  difciplined  Soldier  ;  and  by  a  very  litile  Practice 
he  may  afterwards  preferve  his  Difcipline,  without 
interfering  with  any  other  Employment.  But  it  will 
require  at  leaft  two  or  three  Years  to  make  a  brave 
Man  an  expert  Sailor,  and  to  continue  fo,  he  muft 
be  in  almoft  a  continual  Practice,  fo  that  he  can  fol- 
low no  other  Employment ;  therefore  our  maritime 
Power  muft  be  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  Num- 
ber of  Seamen  we  keep  in  continual  Pay  and  Service. 
Thofe  in  the  Merchant  and  Fifhing  Service  add,  it  is 
true,  to  our  maritime  Power,  becaufe  we  can  make 
life  of  them  when  Neceffity  requires ;  but  as  no  more 
can  be  maintained  by,  than  are  absolutely  necenary 
for  that  Service,  we  fhould  avoid  being  reduced  to 
that  Neceffity  as  much  as  poflible. 

*  Now,  Sir,  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Argument, 
or,  if  he  pleafes,  his  different  Manner  of  arguing 
upon  the  two  Queftions  relating  to  our  regular  Troops 
and  our  Seamen,  is  founded  entirely  upon  the  Sup- 
pofition,  that  we  have  no  military  Power,  but  what 
confifts  in  our  regular  Troops ;  and  as  I  have  fhewn, 
that  our  military  Power  will  rather  be  diminifhed  than 
increafed  by  keeping  a  great  Number  of  fuch  in  our 
Pay,  I  think,  the  Argument  he  has  made  ufe  of,  or 
the  Reafon  of  the  Difference  which  he  was  at  fo 
much  Pains  to  eftablifh,  will  entirely  vanifh ;  but 
fuppofing  that  our  Men  muft  be  difciplined  as  well  as 
brave,  in  order  to  conftitute  a  Part  of  our  military 
Power;  for,  I  hope,  he  will  not  fay,  that  a  Man's 
receiving  Pay  adds  either  to  his  Courage  or  his  Difci- 
pline :  I  fay,  fuppofing  this,  muft  it  not  be  granted, 
that  it  is  the  Duty  of  our  Ministers  to  approve  of 
every  Method,  that  may  contribute  towards  the  in- 
creafing  the  Number  of  difciplined  Men  in  the 
Kingdom  ?  How  then  can  they  be  jufHfied,  for 
having  refufed  to  give  our  Soldiers  a  Right  to  de- 
mand their  Difcharge,  after  a  certain  Number  of 
Years  ?  For  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  this  would  have 
very  much  increafed  the  Number  of  difciplined  Men 
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!n  the  Kingdom.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  fays,  it  was  Anno  1751. 
proved  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Majority,  that  this 
would  have  put  an  End  to  all  Difcipline  in  our  Army. 
How  a  Majority  may  be  fatisfied,  I  do  not  know  :  In 
this  refpecl  Minifters,  I  believe,  muft  have  fome 
Knack,  which  I  am  quite  ignorant  of;  for,  I  am 
fure,  I  was  far  from  being  fatisfied  upon  that  Occa- 
fion  ;  nor  can  I  yet  fee  how  any  Man  could  be  fatis- 
fied, that  knows  any  thing  of  the  French  or  Szuife 
Service.  Their  Troops  are  certainly  as  well  disci- 
plined as  ours ;  and  yet  in  France  a  Soldier  has  a 
Right,  in  Time  of  Peace,  to  his  Difcharge,  after 
fix  Years  Service ;  and  in  the  Swifs  Service,  their 
Soldiers  generally  contract:  for  a  certain  Number  of 
Years,  after  which  they  may  return  home  if  thay 
pleafe,  which  is  the  true  Caufe  of  that  Country's 
being  always  full  of  difciplined  Soldiers. 

c  I  know,  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  will  fay,  that 
when  Soldiers  are  out  of  the  Service,  they  are  no 
longer  at  the  Government's  Command.  For  this 
very  Reafon,  Sir,  I  wifh  we  had  more  of  them. 
They  will  always  be  at  the  Command  of  a  juft  and 
wife  Government,  when  there  is  an  apparent  Necef- 
fity  for  their  Service ;  but  they  will  be  a  Terror  to  a 
weak  or  oppreffive  Government;  and  it  is  for  this 
Reafon,  I  believe,  that  Minifters  chufe  to  have  as 
few  of  them  as  poilible  in  the  Kingdom.  For  the 
fame  Reafon  lam  for  increafing  their  Number,  by  all 
the  Methods  we  can  contrive;  and  I  am  the  more 
fanguine  againft  what  is  now  propofed,  as  it  feems  to 
be  introductory  of  a  new  Syftem  of  Government, 
which  is  to  put  no  longer  any  Truft  in  our  maritime 
Power,  but  for  the  future  put  our  whole  Truft  in 
foreign  Auxiliaries,  and  a  numerous  mercenary  Army 
engaged  for  Life  to  be  the  Slaves  of  military  Law, 
This  Syftem  is  not,  I  am  very  fure,  an  Englifn 
Syftem :  It  is  a  Syftem  inconfiftent  with  a  free  Go- 
vernment :  It  is  a  Syftem  inconfiftent  with  our  Situa- 
tion as  an  Ifland ;  and  I  am  not  for  trufting  any 
thing  to  Minifters  that  but  feem  to  adopt  fuch  a 
Syftem.  Do  not  tell  me  of  Services,  necefTaiy  or 
unnecefTary;  or  of  the  Number  of  Seamen  kept  in 
public  Pay  by  any  of  our  Rivals  :  It  is  a  Body  of 
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Anno  1751.  brave  Seamen  kept  always  on  Foot  for  our  Defence, 
and  for  preventing  our  being  ever  forced  to  diftrefs 
our  Trade,  that  the  Nation  wants  ;  and  if  the  Par- 
liament ihould  think  fit  to  grant  20,000  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  I  would  gladly  fee  any  Minifter  dare  to  reduce 
their  Number.  But  as  to  what  Number  of  Seamen 
may  now  be  in  the  Pay  of  fome  of  our  Rivals,  par- 
ticularly France,  has  any  Minifter,  has  any  Gentle- 
man, taken  upon  him  to  fay,  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment has  not  now  8000  in  their  Pay  ?  And  fuppofe 
a  Minifter  mould  from  certain  Knowledge  declare 
this,  is  there  not  a  material  Difference  between  France 
and  this  Kingdom  ?  Their  Seamen  are  all  registered, 
and  muft  anfwer  when  called  ;  the  Government  al- 
ways knows  where  they  are,  and  will  not  allow  them 
to  go  upon  a  long  Voyage,  when  they  fufpecT  they 
may  foon  have  Occafion  for  their  Service.  Here  it  is 
quite  otherwife,  in  every  one  of  thefe  Refpedts :  Moft 
of  our  Seamen  in  the  Merchant  Service  may  be  abroad, 
when  we  have  Occafion  for  them ;  and  as  to  thofe 
that  may  be  at  home,  our  Government,  by  its  late 
Treatment  of  our  Seamen,  feems  to  have  taken  Care, 
that  they  fhall  never  be  at  its  Call,  without  being 
preffed  into  the  Service. 

c  1  come  now,  Sir,  to  our  foreign  Ncnfenfe,  which 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  prepare  us  for, 
by  infmuating,  that  by  ourfelves  alone,  we  mould 
not  now  be  able  to  carry  on  even  a  naval  War  againft 
France.  God  forbid,  Sir,  the  Nation  mould  think 
fo  ;  for  a  very  eminent  and  ancient  Poet  has  juflrly 
obferved  of  thofe  he  mentions,  that  they  conquered 
becaufe  they  thought  they  could  conquer;  but,  fays 
the  Hon.  Gentleman,  you  have  no  Experience  of 
what  you  may  be  able  to  do,  when  engaged  alone  in 
a  War  againft  France ;  whereas  you  have  repeated 
Experience  of  what  you  may  be  able  to  do,  when  en- 
gaged in  fuch  a  War  in  Conjunction  with  a  powerful 
Confederacy  upon  the  Continent;  and  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion he  took  Care  to  follow  the  modern  Fafhion  of 
falling  foul  upon  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht ;  but  I  will 
be  fo  unfafhionable  as  to  juftify  that  Treaty,  by  fay- 
ing, that  a  Peace  was  then  become  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  not  only  on  Account  of  the  diftrefied  Circum- 
stances 
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ftances  this  Nation  was  reduced  to,  but  becaufe  moft  Anno  1751. 
of  our  Allies  began  to  be  cool  in  the  Profecution  of  the 
War,  after  Charles,  cur  King  of  Spain,  was  chofen 
Emperor,  and,  I  believe,  would  have  declared  againft 
us,  if  we  had  perfifted  in  our  Defign  to  eftablifh  him 
upon  the  Throne  of  Spain.  I  will  go  farther,  Sir; 
I  will  be  fo  paradoxical  as  to  fay,  that  if  there  was 
any  thing  bad  in  that  Treaty,  it  was  not  owing  to 
thofe  that  made  it,  but  to  thofe  that  oppofed  it ;  for 
if  our  Allies  had  all  at  nrft  joined  with  us  in  the 
Treaty,  and  no  Party  at  home  had  fet  themfelves  up 
againft  it,  we  might  have  obtained  better  Terms  both 
for  ourfelves  and  our  Allies  ;  but  when  we  fell  out 
among  ourfelves,  it  was  impoffible  for  our  Minifters 
to  prevent  France  from  taking  Advantage  of  our  Dif- 
cord,  and  I  wonder  fhe  did  not  make  a  greater  Ad- 
vantage of  it,  efpecially  confidering  her  Succefs  in 
the  laft  Campaign  of  that  War. 

c  But  to  return  to  our  Experience,  Sir ;  were  not 
we  in  King  Charles  Ild.'s  Reign,  I  mean  in  the  Years 
1664  and  1665,  engaged  by  ourfelves  alone,  in  a 
naval  War  againft  the  combined  Powers  of  France 
and  Holland?  And  if  that  penfionary  Parliament,  as 
it  was  called  in  Derifion,  had  been  as  liberal  to  their 
Sovereign,  as  many  Parliaments  have  been  fince,  we 
ihould  have  beat  both  thefe  maritime  Powers  out  of 
the  Ocean.  Then,  with  regard  to  our  Experience  of 
being  engaged,  in  Conjunction  with  a  Confederacy 
upon  the  Continent,  in  a  War  againft  France,  our 
prefent  diftreffed  Circumftances  fhew,  how  fatal  that 
Experience  has  been  to  us.  May  we  not  from  thence 
learn,  that  in  fuch  a  War  we  mult  be  the  Dupes  of 
our  Confederates,  both  in  the  Profecution  of  the  War, 
.and  in  concluding  a  Peace  ?  In  the  Profecution  of  the 
War,  we  muft  always  be  at  the  chief  Expence ;  and 
in  concluding  a  Peace,  we  muft  be  fo  far  from  afking 
any  thing  for  ourfelves,  that  if  we  have  made  any 
Conqueft  during  the  War,  we  muft  give  it  up,  m 
order  to  procure  them  an  advantageous  Peace,  There^ 
fore,  if  we  take  Experience  for  our  Guide,  we  will 
certainly  never  engage  again  with  a  Confederacy  upon 
the  Continent,  or  defire  their  Ailiftance,  in  any  fuch 
War  ;  and  we  have  now9  Sir,  a  yet  ftronger  Reafon, 

which 
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Anno  175 1.  which  is  our  utter  Inability  to  pay  for  their  Afliftance 
to  carry  on  fuch  a  War.  We  muft  now  refolve  never 
to  think  of  carrying  on  a  War  by  Land  againft  France, 
whilft  we  are  under  our  prefent  Load  of  Debts  ;  and 
mould  we  ever  be  fo  happy  as  to  get  rid  of  that  Load, 
I  hope,  Experience  will  convince  us,  that  in  a  Land 
War  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe,  France  will  al- 
ways have  a  great  Advantage  againft  us,  becaufe  they 
can  carry  it  on  at  a  much  cheaper  Rate  than  we  can  ; 
whereas,  in  a  Sea  War,  we  have  the  fame  Advantage 
of  the  French  5  the  evident  Confequence  of  which  is, 
that  all  foreign  Alliances  which  tend  to  engage  us  as 
Principals  in  a  Land  War,  muft  be  pernicious  to  this 
Nation,  and  are  quite  unnecefTary,  becaufe,  by  giving 
now  and  then  a  little  Aftiftance,  we  may  obtain  all 
the  Advantages  for  our  Commerce  which  we  can 
defire. 

*  As  to  the  happy  ./Era  of  our  getting  quite  free  of 
Debt,  Sir,  I  wifh  I  could  have  as  certain  a  Profpect 
of  it,  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  iaft  pretends 
to  have  3  but  if  we  are  to  fet  up  for  preferving  the 
internal  Quiet  of  Germany  by  Subfidies  in  Time  of 
Peace,  and  to  engage  in  War  when  it  happens  to  be 
difturbed,  I  am  very  fure,  we  mail  never  be  able  to 
pay  our  Debts.  And  with  refpect  to  the  Project  now 
pretended,  of  getting  a  King  of  the  Romans  chofen, 
if  it  could  fecure  the  Peace  of  Germany,  which  I  am 
far  from  being  allured  of,  I  think,  we  have  taken  the 
worft  Method  that  could  be  thought  of  for  that  Pur- 
pofe  :  By  granting  an  annual  Subfidy,  or,  more  pro- 
perly, a  yearly  Tribute,  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria, 
we  {hall  make  every  one  of  the  Electors  expect:  the 
like  -,  and  when  they  have  got  us  faddled  with  a  yearly 
Tribute  to  each,  they  will  certainly  put  off  the  Elec- 
tion as  long  as  poiiible,  that  is,  during  the  prefent 
Emperor's  Life;  becaufe  they  muft  expect,  that  as 
foon  as  the  Election  is  over,  their  Tribute  v/ill  ceafe  : 
This  will  therefore  defeat,  inftead  of  promoting  the 
End  pretended  5  and  confequently,  I  muft  think,  that 
if  we  had  found  it  neceffary  for  us  to  purchafe  the 
Accomplifhment  of  this  End,  we  fhould  have  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  Tributes  we  were  to  pay,  were  not  to 
begin  till  the  next  Quarter-Day  after  the  Election 

of 
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of  a. King  of  the  Romans.  When  I  confider  this  Af-  Anno  vj$ii 
Fair,  Sir,  it  puts  an  End  to  my  Wonder  at  the  Op-  " 
pofition  made  to  the  Reduction  of  the  Intereft  payable 
upon  our  public  Funds.  If  the  People  had  thought, 
that  the  Saving  would  be  applied  to  the  public  Bene- 
fit, they  would  have  chearfully  agreed  to  it ;  but  they 
fufpeeted,  that  it  would  only  furnifh  a  new  Fund  for 
fquandering,  and  their  Sufpicions  are  now  juftified  ; 
for  we  have  taken  the  Money  out  of  the  Pockets  of 
our  Widows  and  Orphans,  in  order  to  fill  the  Pockets 
of  German  Princes ;  and,  in  my  Opinion,  without 
any  Neceffity,  or  any  folid  View  of  Advantage  :  Sub- 
fidies  or  Tributes  in  Time  of  War  muff,  be  granted 
to  thefe  Princes,  if  we  ever  engage  in  another  Land 
War  againft  France,  becaufe  we  cannot  carry  on  fuch 
a  War  without  them,  and  they  cannot  put  their 
Troops  in  Motion  v/ithout  a  Subiidy ;  but  in  Time 
of  Peace,  thefe  Subfidies  can  anfwer  no  good  Pur- 
pofe  whatever  ;  becaufe  Experience  has  fhewn,  that 
we  cannot  thereby  feeure  their  Ailiftance,  or  even 
their  Neutrality,  in  Time  of  War. 

c  But  now,  Sir,  fuppofe  that  we  could  by  thefe 
Tributes  feeure  the  internal  Peace  of  Germany  for 
forty  Years  to  come,  can  any  Gentleman,  who  con- 
fiders  the  Infults  we  are  daily  meeting  with,  flatter 
himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of  our  continuing  in  Peace 
for  forty  Years,  unlefs  we  are  to  facrince  our  Trade, 
as  well  as  our  Honour,  to  the  Prefervation  of  Peace  ? 
And  even  this,  with  refpecfc  to  the  Payment  of  our 
Debts,  would  be  in  vain ;  for  if  we  lofe  our  Trade, 
an  eternal  Peace  would  not  enable  us  to  pay  our 
Debts.  Can  any  one  fay,  Sir,  that  we  are  now  in 
lefs  Danger  of  a  Rupture,  than  we  were  two  Years 
ago  ?  Are  we  not  now  actually  in  a  State  of  War 
with  the  French  in  Nova  Scotia  f  I  fay,  with  the 
French,  Sir;  for  their  Indians  are  mixt with,  and  con- 
ducted by,  Frenchmen;  and  an  Hon.  Gentleman  that 
was  there,  -has  informed  us,  that  the  Prifoners  they 
take  are  carried  to  Cape-Breton,  and  that  we  are  fo 
mean  as  to  admit  of  an  Exchange  of  Prifoners.  Are 
not  the  French  now  erecting. a  Fort  within  the  Limits 
of  New- England  ?  Suppofe  we  fhould  fubmit  to  this, 
are  we  fure,  that  our  brave  Coimtymen  of  that  Pro- 
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Anno  1751.  virice  will  fubmit  to  this  Encroachment  on  their  Fron* 
tier  ?  Are  not  the  French  now  amufing  us  with  Orders 
for  an  Evacuation  of  the  neutral  Iflands  in  the  Weft- 
Indies ;  and  yet  at  the  fame  Time  planting  and  forti- 
fying thofe  Iflands  every  Day  more  and  more  ?  Are 
they  not  now  extending  their  Trade,  and  building 
new  Forts  upon  the  Coaft  of  Africa  ?  Have  they  not 
built  one  lately  at  Anamaboe?  And  to  crown  all, 
Sir,  do  not  we  continue  to  allow  them  to  improve 
and  fortify  the  Port  of  Dunkirk,  notwithstanding  the 
Motion  laft  Seftion  againft  it  ?  But  the  French  are  not 
the  only  People  that  infult  us  :  The  Spaniards,  whilft 
they  are  negotiating,  and  even  concluding  unmeaning 
Treaties  with  us,  continue  to  feize  our  Ships,  arid  to 
deftroy  our  lawful  Trade  in  America.  Did  not  the 
very  laft  Ships  from  thence  bring  us  an  Account  of 
two  new  Seizures  made  by  them  ?  In  fuch  Circum- 
ftances,  Sir,  is  it  proper,  is  it  prudent  for  us  to  dimi- 
nifti  the  Number  of  our  Seamen  upon  any  Account 
whatfoever  ? 

6  Sir,  as  I  have  already  mewn,  that  the  true  Reafon 
for  our  keeping  up  a  Body  of  Seamen  in  Time  of 
Peace,  is  to  prevent  our  being  forced  to  diftrefs  our 
Trade  upon  any  Rupture ;  and  as  I  am  fure,  that  we 
can  never  fpare  to  keep  up  too  great  a  Number  of  Sea- 
men in  Time  of  Peace,  I  muft  think  my  Hon.  Friend 
was  in  the  right,  to  move  for  your  leaving  the  Chair  ; 
becaufe  this  Article  of  public  Expence,  which  is  ufu- 
ally  the  firft,  ought,  I  think,  to  be  the  laft  provided 
for  by  Parliament.  We  fhall  then  fee,  what  Sum  of 
Money  the  Houfe  thinks  can  be  raifed  within  the  Year  : 
We  mall  fee  what  other  Services  may  be  thought  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  ;  and  the  whole  Refidue,  be  it  never 
fo  large,  ought  to  be  applied  towards  keeping  in  Pay 
a  Body  of  brave  and  expert  Seamen  for  the  enfuing 
Year.  For  this  Reafon  I  fecond  my  Hon.  Friend's 
Motion  ;  and  when  another  Hon.  Friend  of  mine  thinks 
proper  to  move  for  an  Enquiry  into  our  laft  Year's 
Conduct  upon  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  and  that  of  Nova 
Scotia,  he  may  depend  upon  me  for  the  fame  Favour  ; 
for  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  in  a  Manner 
confefled,  that  there  were  no  Men  of  War  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Africa^  when  he  faid,  that  two  were  failed 
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thither,  but  could  not  fay,  that  they  were   arrived,    Anno  1751 
which   is   a  Proof  of  their  having  but  lately  failed  j  ^•■'-"Y— ""■■ 
and  another  Hon.  Gentleman  told  us  in  this  Debate, 
that  there  were  hift  Year  but  three  Sloops  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Nova  Scotia ',  when  at  the  fame  Time  there 
were  five  French  Men  of  War  there  5  which,  I  fuppofe, 
were  fent  thither,  either  to  protect  the  Ships  employed 
in  carrying  warlike  Stores  to  our  Enemies  there,  or 
to  protect  the  Ships  they  employ  in  fifhing  upon  thofe 
Coafts,    contrary  to  the  Treaty  of   Utrecht.     But  I 
fhall  trouble  you  no  more,    Sir,  upon  this   Subject, 
until  it  comes  properly  before  you.' 

The  Qiieftion  was  here  put,  and  it  was  carried  for 
8000,  by  167  againft  107. 

The  Number  of  Troops  voted  this  Year  for  the 
Land  Service  of  Great-Britain,  were  18,857  effe&ive 
Men  ;  and  it  was  propofed  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Oppofition,  that  the  Reduction  fhould  be  made  in  the 
Army,  and  not  in  the  Navy.  Though  this  bore  a 
Debate,  yet  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  a  Ma- 
jority of  205  againft  83.  Another  Debate  happened, 
about  allowing  30,000/.  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria. 

The  Qiieftion  was,  Whether  the  Sum  of  30,000  /. 
fhould  be  granted  for  enabling  his  Majefly  to  make 
good  his  Engagements  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  ? 

Mr.  Pelham  made  the  Motion,  and  fpoke  .for  it,  in 
Subitance  as  follows. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  As  the  Treaty  concluded  laft  Summer  at  Hanover ■,  Mr.  Pelham, 
between  his  Majefly  and  the  States-General  on  the 
one  Part,  and  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  en  the  other, 
as  alfo  the  Emprefs-Queen  of  Hungary's  Declaration 
relating  to  the  faid  Treaty,  have  both  been  fo  Ipng 
upon  your  Table,  that  I  muft  fuppofe  them  to  have 
been  perufed  by  every  Member  of  this  Houfe,  and  as 
they  are  both  referred  to  this  Committee,  I  think  it 
incumbent  upon  me,  to  move  for  that  Supply  which 
is  neceffary  for  enabling  his  Majefly  to  perform  his 
Part  of  that  Treaty  j  but  I  lhaii  riril  beg  Leave  to  lay 
before  the  Houfe,  as  far  as  I  am  able,"  his  Majefty's 
Motives  for  entering  into  that  Treaty,  becaufe  from 

U  2.  thence 
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Anno  1751.  thence  not  only  the  Wifdom  but  the  Neceflity  of  the; 
Meafiire  will  appear  evident,  I  hope,  to  every  Gentle- 
man that  hears  me.  I  believe,  I  need  not  ufe  many 
Arguments  for  perfuading  Gentlemen,  that  it  is  the 
Intereft  of  this  Nation  to  preferve  Peace  both  at  home 
and  abroad  :  As  we  are  a  trading  People,  this  is  at  all 
Times  our  Intereft  ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  more  our  Inte- 
reft than  ufual,  becaufe  of  the  great  Load  of  Debts 
we  groan  under,  and  becaufe  it  is  not  poflible  for  us 
to  carry  on  any  War,  without  adding  to  that  Load. 
We  have  already  felt  one  good  EffecSt  of  Peace,  by 
the  Reduction  of  the  Intereft  payable  to  the  Creditors 
of  the  Public,  which  will  enable  us  to  pay  off  a  confi- 
derable  Part  of  our  Debt  yearly  5  and  if  Peace  continues 
but  a  few  Years,  th'efe  annual  Payments  will  fo  much 
mcreafe  the  Stock  of  ready  Money  in  the  Nation,  that 
I  have  not  the  leaft  Doubt  of  our  being  able  to  make 
a  farther  Reduction,  with  the  Confent  of  every  Perfon 
concerned  ;  for  as  we  have  not  hitherto,  {o,  I  hope, 
we  never  mall  make  the  leaft  Alteration  in  this  Refpe£t, 
without  fuch  Confent. 

c  Whether  we  may  be  able,  Sir,  to  pay  off  the 
whole  of  our  Debt,  before  it  becomes  neceffary  for  us 
to  engage  in  another  War,  is  a  Queftion  which  I  fhali 
not  pretend  to  anfwer;  but  this  I  will  fay,  that  it  is 
hardly  poftible  for  us,  at  leaft  it  would  be  extremely 
dangerous  for  us,  to  engage  in  a  new  War^  before  we 
nave  paid  off  a  great  Part  of  our  prefent  Debt  3-  for 
until  the  whole  be  paid  off,  we  cannot  propofe  to  carry 
on  any  War  but  upon  Credit,  and  what  happened  to 
us  juft  before  the  End  of  the  laft  War,  muft  convince 
us  of  the  Precarioufnefs  of  that  Support.  Credit, 
either  public  or  private,  is  a  Support  that  requires  a 
twofold  Ability  :  Not  only  the  Borrower  muft  be 
in  fuch  Circumftances  as  to  be  deemed  able  to  repay, 
but  the  Perfons  willing  to  lend  muft  be  in  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances as  to  be  able  to  lend.  A  landed  Gentle- 
man may  haye  an  Eftate  fo  large  and  fo  free,  that  no 
one  could  doubt  his  being  able  to  repay,  and  yet  he 
could  not  borrow  a  Shilling  upon  a  Mortgage  of  his 
Eftate,  unlefs  he  could  find  one  who  had  that  Shilling 
to  lend.  This  might  be  our  Cafe,  ihould  we  be 
forced  to  engage  foon  in  a  new  War ;  We  might  per- 
haps. 
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fcaps  find  new  Funds,  though  even  that,  I  tear,  would    Anno  175.1. 
he  difficult ;  but  the  great  Difficulty  would  be,  where 
to  find  People  that  had  Money  to  lend. 

c  This  .Confideration,    Sir,    fhould   induce    us    to 
neglect  no  Meafure,  that  may  tend  to   preferve  and 
fecure  the  future  Peace  of  Europe,  for  itjs  now  fo 
circumftanced,  that,  in  my  Opinion,  no  War  can  hap- 
pen, in  which  we  can  avoid  being  involved ;  but  that 
Peace  muft  always  be  precarious,  which  depends  upon 
the  Will  of  any  one  Prince  or  State  to  break  it,  and 
the  only  Way  to  prevent  its  being  in  the  Will,  is  to 
prevent  its  being  in  the  Power  of  any  one  to  do  fo. 
How  are  we  to  do  this  ?   Certainly,  by  forming  fuch  a 
defenfive  Confederacy  among  the  Powers   of  Europe^ 
who  are  moft.  likely  to  continue  in  the  fame  Sentiments 
with  us,  as  may  make  it  very  dangerous  for  any  one 
to  difturb  the  Tranquillity  thereof,  by  attacking  any 
one  of  his  Neighbours.     The  Dutch,  we  are  certain, 
will  in  this  Refpec~t  be  always  of  the  fame  Sentiments 
with  us,  and  the  Empire  of  Germany  we   can  hardly 
doubt  of  j  for  I  believe,  fcarcely  an  Inftance  can  of 
late  be  found  in  Hiftory,  when  that  Empire  was  the 
AggrefTor.     A    defenfive    Confederacy    between    the 
Dutch,  the  Empire  of  Germany,    and  this  Nation,  is 
therefore  what  we  ought  to  cultivate  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble ;  and  to  render  the  Empire  a  ufeful  Member  of 
this    Confederacy,  we  ought  to   take  every   Method 
that  can  be  thought  of  to  prevent  any  Difunion  among 
the  conftituent  Members  of  that  great  and  formidable 
Body  ;  for  while  it  remains  united,  and  in  clofe  Con- 
federacy with   the  Dutch  and  us,  for  preferving  the 
Peace  of  Europe,  I  believe,  no   one  will   venture  to 
break  it.     If  any  Difputes  mould  happen,  I  believe, 
the  Parties  concerned  will   chufe  to  terminate  their 
Differences  in  an  amicable  Manner  by  our  Mediation, 
rather  than  either  Side  will  venture  to  draw  our  Re- 
fentment  upon  it,  by  beginning  the  Attack. 

c  To  prevent  any  Difunion  in  the  Empire  is  there- 
fore, Sir,  a  Meafure  which  we  ought  conftantly  and 
chiefly  to  purfue.  Let  us  then  confider  what  are  the 
Circumftances  that  may  moft  probably  produce  any 
jfuch  Difunion ;  and  we  mail  prefently  find  the  two  chief 
to  be?  a  powerful  French  Party  in   Germany,    and  3 

U  3  Vacancy 
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Anno  1751.  Vacancy  of  the  Imperial  Throne.  It  is  therefore  the 
Bufmefs  of  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  who  are  for 
preferving  the  Peace  thereof,,  to  diminish  as  much  as 
pofTible  that  Party  in  Germany,  which  feems  to  be  in 
the  French  Intereft,  and  to  take  Care  to  prevent  any 
Vacancy  in  the  Imperial  Throne,  by  that  Method, 
which  the  Laws  of  the  Empire  admit,  and  repeated 
Precedents  have  authorifed :  I  mean  the  Election  of  a 
King  of  the  Romans.  Thefe  were  his  Majefty' s  Views 
in  concluding  the  Treaty  now  under  your  Confidera- 
tion  ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  poiTible  that  any  thing 
could  have  been  contrived  more  effectual  for  an-fwer- 
ing  both  thefe  Ends.  The  Houfe  of  Bavaria  have 
been  for  half  a  Century  devoted  to  the  French  Intereft  ; 
and  by  that  Means  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  confe- 
quently,  I  may  juftly  fay,  the  Empire  itfelf  has  been 
twice  brought  to  the  very  Brink  of  Perdition.  We 
have  had  the  Honour  of  being  chiefly  inftrumental  in 
faving  them  at  both  thefe  Times,  firft,  by  the  glori- 
ous Victory  at  Blenheim,  obtained  by  our  General  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  Jaftly,  by  that  other  glo- 
ous  Victory  obtained  by  our  prefent  moft  gracious 
Sovereign  at  Dettingen.  I  fay,  by  thefe  two  Victories 
we  have  twice  faved  both  the  Empire  and  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  from  Ruin  :  And  now  by  this  Treaty,  I  hope, 
his  Majefty  has  laid  a  Foundation  for  preventing  either 
being  ever  again  brought  into  any  fuch  Danger. 

'  I  muft  therefore  be  of  Opinion,  Sir,  that  if  his. 
Majefty  had  in  this  Treaty  had  no  other  View  but 
that  of  gaining  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria  from  the  French 
Intereft,  and  attaching  it  to  the  true  Intereft  both  of 
Germany  and  Europe,  the  Treaty  would  have  been  well 
worth  the  fmall  Expence  this  Nation  is  to  be  put  to  on. 
account  of  it ;  and  I  cannot  think  any  Gentleman 
will  differ  from  me,  who  reflects  upon  the  prodi- 
gious Expence  this  Nation  was  put  to  by  faving 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  and  the  Empire  in  Queen  Anne's 
Reign,  or  by  faving  them  again  in  the  laft  War  ; 
for  both  the  one  and  the  other  I  muft  imputs 
to  Bavaria's  having  been  gained  by  the  French  ; 
becaufe  I  am  perfuaded,  that  at  the  Beginning  of 
Qiieen  Anne's  Reign,  the  French  would  have  agreed 
to  give  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  an  equitable  and  reafon- 

able 
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able  Satisfa&ion  for  its  Pretenfion  to  the  Spani/h  Sue-   Anno.  1751 

cefiion,  and  a  fufficient  Barrier  to  the  Dutch ,  if  theyU.   ^v  -. 

had  not  been  fure  of  making  a  Diverfion  in  Germany 

by  Means  of   the  Family  of  Bavaria  ;     and   again, 

upon  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  can 

any  one  imagine,  that  the  old  Cardinal' would  have 

engaged  his  Country  in  a  War,  or  that  PruJJia  would 

have  attacked  Silefia,    if  there  had  been  a  thorough 

Union   between  the  Houfes  of  Auflria  and  Bavaria  ? 

Both   thefe  Wars,    which  have   coft  this  Nation  fo 

many  Millions,  would  therefore  have  been  prevented, 

had  fuch  a  wife  Meafure  as  this  been  refolved  on  before 

the  Death  of  King  William  ;  and  that  he  thought  of 

it  before  his  Death,  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  queftion  ; 

but  there  was  at  that  Time  in  this  Country  fuch  a. 

great  Party  againft  him,  and  fuch  a  violent  Oppofition 

to  all  his  Meafures,  that  he  defpaired  of  getting  fuch 

a  Treaty  as  this  approved  of  by  Parliament,  and  this 

made  him  lav  afide  all  Thoughts  of  entering  into  any 

fuch.  -  _   ,  C  °  ' 

c  Thus,  I  fay,  Sir,  had  his  Majefly  had  no  other 
View  in  concluding  this  Treaty,  but  that  of  gaining 
the  Houfe  of  Bavaria  from  the  French  Intereft,  it 
would  have  been  well  worth  the  Price  we  are  to  pay 
for  it;  but  when  we  confider,  how  much  it  may  con- 
tribute towards  the  Succefs  of  the  other  View,  mean- 
ing that  of  preventing  a  Vacancy  in  the  Imperial 
Throne,  we  cannot  enough  admire  his  Majefty's 
Wifdom  in  contriving  this  Meafure,  or  his  Conduit 
in  bringing  it  to  Perfection  at  fo  eafy  a  Rate ;  for 
confider ing  the  large  Subfidies  paid  by  France  to  fome 
of  the  other  Princes  of  the  Empire,  we  cannot  doubt 
of  our  having  been  outbid  by  France  \  but  his  Majefty 
by  his  Minifters  laid  the  Circumftances  of  Europe^ 
and  particularly  of  Germa7iyy  fo  clearly  before  the 
Court  of  Bavaria^  and  placed  in  fo  flrong  a  Light 
the  Confequences  of  their  continuing  their  Attach- 
ment to  France^  that  they  at  laft  agreed  to  accept  of  a 
lefs  Subfidy  from  us,  than  they  might  probably  have 
had,  and  perhaps  were  offered  by  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles. 

<  The  other  View,  towards  the  Succefs  of  which 
I  have  laid  that  this  Treaty  muft  greatly  contribute, 

U  4  h 
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Anno  1751.   is  a  View,  Sir,,  that  every  Gentleman  muft  grant  to 
be  absolutely  neceffary  for    preferving  the  Peace  of 
Europe  ;  for  fhould  the  prefent  Emperor  happen  to  die 
before  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  every 
one  muft  fprefee  that  a  War,  and  a  very  general  one 
too,    would    be    the   infallible    Confequence.       The 
Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  put  an  End,  as  far  as  it  was 
poiTible,  to  all  the  Difputes  then  fubfifting  among  the 
Princes  of  Europe  \  but  no  Treaty  can  put  an  End  to 
the  ambitious  Views  of  forne  of  them  :  Thefe  Views 
remain  only  fufpended,    and  will  no  longer  remain 
fufpended,    than   an  Opportunity  offers  for  carrying 
them  into  Execution  :    A   Vacancy  of  the  Imperial 
Throne  would  be  fiich  an  Opportunity  as  they  would 
certainly  lay  hold  of:  We  mould  then  again  hear  of 
Armies  marching,  either  to  attack  or  defend,  from 
every  Corner  of  Europe  ;  and  this  Nation  would  again 
be  reduced    to  the  Neceffity  of  draining  its  Manu- 
factures for  Soldiers,  and  its   Commerce  for  Sailors, 
and  of  launching  out  its  Millions  yearly.     The  Life 
of  the  prefent   Emperor  I  fhall   admit   to  be  a  very 
good  one,  and,  I  hope,  will  be  a  lafling  one;  but  no 
certain  Dependence  can  be  had  upon  the  Life  of  any 
Man  breathing,  and  no  wife  Man  will  chufe  to  have 
the   Peace  and  Happinefs  of  his  Country  depending 
upon  fuch  a  fandy  Foundation.     It  is  therefore  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  add  another  Life,    by  electing  a 
King  of  the  Romans  during  the  Life  of  the  prefent 
Emperor;    and    for   this   Purpofe  no  Perfon  can   be 
thought  of  but  the  Archduke  Jafiph9  the  Emperor's 
eldeft  Son,  for  two  unanfwerable  Reafons  ;  firft,  be- 
caufe  we  cannot  propofe  to  obtain  the  Emperor's  Con- 
currence in  the  Election  of  any  other  ;  and  fecondlya 
becaufe  for  preferving  a  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe, 
It  is  neceflary  that  the  Imperial  Diadem  fhould  be  con- 
tinued in  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria. 

6  That  the  Concurrence  of  the  Emperor  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  I  be- 
lieve, no  one  will  doubt,  Sir,  who  knows  any  thing 
of  the  Conftitution  of  the  German  Empire ;  and  as  to 
the  Continuance  of  the  Imperial  Diadem  in  the  Houfe 
of  Aujiria,  as  there  is  but  a  mere  Trifle  of  a  Revenue 
annexed  to  that  high  Office,  no  other  Prince,  capable 

'  of 


[     297     3 

cf  being  chofen,  could  be  at  the  Expence  of  fupport-  Anno  1751. 
ing  its  Grandeur  and  Dignity,  without  a  Pennon,  or 
what,  in  the  modern  Phrafe,  is  called  a  Subfidy,  from 
France  ;  and  to  have  an  Emperor  of  Germany  depend- 
ing for  his  Support  upon  the  Crown  of  France,  is  what 
that  political  Court  has  been  long  aiming  at,  and  what 
would  give  it  an  inconteftable  Sway  in  Europe ;  which 
this  Nation  has  more  Reafon  to  guard  againft  than  any 
other,  not  only  becaufe  we  have  molt,  to  lofe,  but  be- 
caufe  the  French  are  naturally  more  inveterate  Enemies 
to  us  than  to  any  People  in  the  World,  which  pro- 
ceeds from  a  Difference  in  our  Tempers  and  Manners, 
as  well  as  from  the  many  bloody  Wars  that  have  hap- 
pened between  the  two  Nations. 

6  I  know  it  is  faid,  Sir,  that  if  the  Powers  upon 
the  Continent  wTill  not  defend  their  own  Liberties, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  retire  within  our  wooden 
Walls,  and  bid  Defiance  to  all  the  Powers  of  Europe. 
This,  Sir,  is  eafily  faid,  but  it  was  never  thought 
practicable  by  any  Man  of  common  Underftanding ; 
for  even  the  French  alone  would  foon  render  themfelves 
fuperior  to  us  at  Sea,  if  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
any  Attack  upon  the  Continent :  What  then  might 
not  the  French  do,  were  they  to  be  fupported  in  a  War 
againft  us,  by  the  Dutch  and  all  the  other  maritime 
Powers  in  Europe  ?  Befides,  if  they  had  an  inconteft- 
able Sway  at  every  Court  in  Europe,  they  would  com- 
mand them  to  fhut  all  their  Ports  againft  the  Ships  of 
this  Nation,  and  to  prohibit  all  our  Manufactures, 
which  would  put  an  End  to  our  Commerce,  and  this 
in  a  little  Time  would  put  an  End  to  our  Navy ;  for 
Ships  of  War  without  Seamen  are  of  no  Signification, 
and  without  an  extenfive  Commerce,  it  is  impoffible 
to  rrave  a  fufficient  Number  of  Seamen.  Suppofewe 
had  refolved  upon  this  felfifli  and  foolifh  Maxim  at  the 
Beginning  of  the  late  War,  what  would  have  been 
the  Confequence  ?  The  Houfe  of  Bavaria  would  have 
been  eftablifhed  upon  the  Imperial  Throne,  and  put 
in  PofTenion,  at  leaft,  of  the  Auflrlan  Netherlands : 
Spain,  or  the  Spanifh  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^ 
would  have  got  all  the  Aujlrian  Dominions  in  Italy ; 
and  by  this  Means  the  French  would  have  been  ren- 
dered abfolutely  fecure  againft  being  attacked  by  Land, 
a.  In 
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Anno  1751.  In  thefe  Circumftances  they  might,  perhaps,  have 
allowed  us  to  go  on  with  our  War  againft  Spain  for  a 
Year  or  two,  until  they  had  augmented  their  Navy, 
efpeciaily  as  they  knew,  that,  in  attempting  any  Con- 
quers upon  Spain  m  America,  we  had  more  to  fear 
from  the  Climate,  than  from  the  Enemy.  But  as 
foon  as  they  had  fufficiently  augmented  their  Navy, 
they  would  have  fent  us  their  Orders  to  fubmit  to  Spain 
upon  what  Terms  they  might  have  thought  fit  to  pre- 
fcribe,  and  if  we  had  refufed,  they  would  have  inued 
their  Orders  for  all  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  to 
join  with  them,  in  order  to  correct  the  Infoience  of 
the  Engiijh. 

c  This,  Sir,  is  a  true  Picture  of  What  would  pro- 
bably have  been  the  Confequences,  had  we  rciblved 
upon  this  felfifh  Maxim  at  the  Beginning  of  the  late 
War  ;  and  this  may  convince  us,  how  necefTary  it  is, 
even  for  this  Nation,  notwithstanding  our  Situation 
in  an  Ifland,  to  have  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujtria 
preferved,  and  the  Imperial  Diadem  continued  in  that 
Family.  To  have  the  Archduke  Jofeph  chofen  King 
of  the  Romans  is,  therefore,  a  Meafure  which  we 
ought  to  purfue  with  all  the  Vigour  and  all  the  Dif- 
patch  in  our  Power ;  and  for  this  Purpofe  nothing 
could  be  more  effectual  than  the  Treaty  now  under 
our  Confideration.  It  is  true,  there  is  not  in  this 
Treaty,  nor  could  there  have  been,  an  exprefs  Stipu- 
lation for  the  Elector  of  Bavaria's  giving  his  Vote  for 
the  young  Archduke  to  be  King  of  the  Romans  :  Such 
a  Stipulation  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  funda- 
mental Laws  of  the  Empire  ;  but  every  one  knows 
the  Intention  of  this  Treaty,  and,  I  believe,  no  one 
doubts  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria's  being  refolved  to 
ioin  with  his  Majefty  in  that  Election,  as  foon  as  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  bring  it  upon  the  Carpet, 
which,  I  hope,  will  be  before  our  next  meeting  here 
the  next  Seafon  ;  for  in  all  Appearance  there  is  already 
a  Majority  of  the  Electors  ready  to  concur  in  this 
Election,  therefore,  if  it  be  delayed,  it  can  only  be  to 
endeavour  to  have  it  unanimous,  which  is  certainly  to 
be  aimed  at,  and  perhaps  may  be  obtained. 

*  Gentlemen  need  not  therefore  be  afraid,  Sir,  of  our 
being  led  into  any  greater  Expence  upon  this  Account ; 

for 
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for  I  have  very  good  Reafon  to  expect  from  the  pre-  Anno  1751. 
fent  Afpecl  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  that  this  wifhed-  W— v— *J 
for  Election  may  be  very  fpeedily  brought  on,,  and 
ended  without  any  Oppofition.     But  whatever  may  be 
the  Succefs  with  refpect  to  the  Election  itfelf,  it  muft 
be  granted,  that  this  is  a  wife  and  a  neceflary  Step  to- 
wards it ;  and  even  fuppofe  we  mould  be  disappointed 
as  to  the  Election,  yet  the  detaching  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bavaria  from  the  French  Intereft,  and   uniting  that 
Houfe  again  with  the   Houfe  of  Auftria,    is  fuch    a 
Change  in  Favour  of  the  common  Caufe  of  Europe,  as 
deferves   a  much  higher  Price  than  we  are  by  this 
Treaty  to  pay  for  it ;  therefore  I  fhall  add  no  more, 
but  conclude  with  moving,  TJiat  the  Sum  of,  &c.' 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelham  got  up  next,  and 
fpoke  to  the  following  Effect. 
«  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  As  foon  as  I  heard  the  Hon.  Gentleman  mention  Rt.  Hon  Henry 
his  Majefty's  late  Treaty  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria, Pelham. 
I  forefaw  what  Motion  he  intended  to  conclude  with, 
and  therefore  was  furprifed  to  hear  him  put  us  in  Mind 
of  the  Load  of  Debts  and  Taxes  we  at  prefent  groan 
under ;  for  to  tell  us,  that  the  Nation  now  owes  more 
than,  I  fear,  it  will  be  ever  able  to  pay,  or  that  we 
have  already  fuch  a  Number  of  Taxes,  that  it  would 
be  difficult  for  the  molt  expert  Man  at  Ways  and 
Means  to  point  out  a  new  one,  feems  to  be  a  very 
bad  Argument  for  inducing  us  to  engage  in  any  new 
and  extraordinary  Expence.  I  fhall  grant  Sir,  that 
it  is  an  additional,  and  a  mofl  powerful  Argument, 
againft  our  engaging  ourfelves  unneceffarily  in  any 
new  War  ;  but  furely  it  is  not  an  Argument  for  our 
fetting  up,  at  our  own  Expence,  to  be  the  Prefervers 
of  the  Peace  of  Europe ;  for  I  cannot  admit  what  was 
infinuated  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  us  to  avoid  being  engaged  in  every  new  War 
that  can  happen  in  Europe.  Whatever  Maxims  may 
have  of  late  been  introduced,  I  fhall  neverthelefs  con- 
tinue to  be  of  Opinion,  that  it  can  very  rarely  happen 
to  be  neceffary  for  us  to  engage  as  Principals  in  any 
War  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  ;  and  as  it  is  cer- 
tain3   that  the  more  our  Neighbours  are  embroiled, 
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Anno  5751.  the  lefs  able  they  will  be  to  rival  us  in  our  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  I  mufl  think,  that  whatever  may  be 
our  Duty  as  Chriflians,  it  is  not  our  Interefl  as  Englijh^ 
men,  to  be  the  Peace  Makers,  or  the  Peace  Prefervers 
of  Europe  -,  and  even  our  Duty  as  Chriftians  cannot 
oblige  us,  in  our  prefent  Circumftances,  to  pay  for 
being  fo. 

c  But  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  we  were  to  fet  up  as  the 
Peace  Prefervers  of  Europe,  and  that  we  were  to  pay 
for  Leave  to  execute  that  high  Office,  inftead  of  be- 
ing paid  for  our  Trouble  in  executing  it,  this  Treaty 
is,  I  think,  more  likely  to  produce,  than  to  prevent 
ta  War,  The  Hon.  Gentleman  talks  of  our  having, 
by  this  Means,  gained  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria  from  the 
French  Interefl.  Sir,  I  lay  it  down  as  a  certain  Rule, 
that  by  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace,  we  can  neither 
gain  that  Houfe,  nor  any  Houfe  in  Germany,  from  the 
French  Interefl.  This  will  always  depend  upon  the 
Circumflances  of  Europe,  .at  the  Time  when  a  War 
breaks  out.  Upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  every  Prince 
in  Europe  will  chufe  that  Side,  which  at  that  Inflant 
of  Time  he  thinks  mcft  agreeable  to  his  Interefl, 
-notwithflanding  any  Subfidy  be  may  have  before  re- 
ceived. If  he  thinks  it  moll  for  his  Interefl  to  join 
with  France,  and  that  he  may  do  it  fafely,  he  will  do 
fo :  If  otherwife,  he  will  either  join  the  other  Side, 
or  remain  neutral.  This  we  may  be  afTured  of,  from 
the  Example  of  the  late  Emperor,  Father  of  the  pre- 
fent Elector  of  Bavaria.  Did  he  not,  about  the 
Time  of  the  Battle  of  Dettingen,  conclude  a  Treaty 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ?  Did  he  not,  about  the 
fame  Time,  accept  of  fome  of  our  Money,  or  at  leafl 
of  fome  of  his  Majefly's  Money  ?  And  yet  did  he  not, 
the  very  firfl  Opportunity,  depart  from  that  Treaty, 
and  join  again  with  the  French,  to  attack  the  Queen 
of  Hungary?  Did  not  the  HeJJians  in  that  very 
War  join  againfl  us,  though  they  had  for  fo  long 
before  received  a  Subfidy  from  this  Nation  ?  Did  not 
the  Danes  leave  us,  fcon  after  the  War  broke  out, 
and  accept  of  a  Subfidy  from  France,  notwithstanding 
their  having  had  a  Subfidv  from  us  for  fome  Years 
before  ?  In  fhort,  Sir,  we  have  had  fuch  repeated  Ex- 
perience,  that  Subfidies3  in  Time  of  Peace,  can  never 
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fecure'  us  the  A  Alliance  of  any  Prince,  nor  even  his    Anno  175^ 
Neutrality,  in  Time  of  War?  that  I  was  furprifed  to 
hear  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fay,  we  had  by  this  Means 
detached  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria  from  the  Intereft  of 
'France. 

6  Subfidies,  therefore,  in  Time  of  Peace,  Sir,  can 
never  be  of  any  Service  to  us  in  Time  of  War ;  but 
they  will  always  be  attended  with  this  Mifchief,  that 
they  will  difable  us  from  granting  fuch  large  Subsidies 
as  we  otherwife  might  in  Time  of  War ;  for  a  large 
Subfidy  to  be  paid  during  the  Continuance  of  a  War, 
is  a  Benefit  that  comes  under  Confideration  at  the 
Time  the  War  breaks  out,  and  may  cart,  the  Balance 
in  our  Favour,  fo  as  to  induce  a  Prince  to  join  with 
us,  who,  without  fuch  a  Subfidy,  would  join  againft 
us.  Princes,  like  other  Men,  Sir,  are  biaffed  by  their 
immediate  Intereft,  when  it  is  confiftent  with  their 
future  Safety.  I  fay,  their  future  Safety,  Sir,  be- 
caufe  it  leads  me  back  to  what  I  faid  before,  that  this 
Treaty  is  more  likely  to  produce,  than  to  prevent  a 
Wrar.  What  is  it  that  has  always  given  the  French  an 
Intereft  among  the  Princes  of  Germany?  It  is  the 
Fear  of  having  their  Liberties  invaded  by  the  Houfe 
of  Aujlria.  What  is  it  that  may  unite  Germany  againft 
the  French?  It  is  the  Fear,  or  a  well-grounded  Sufpi- 
cion,  that  they  are  aiming  at  univerfal  Monarchy. 
Now  1  muft  defire  Gentlemen  to  confider  feriouily 
with  themfelves,  which  of  thefe  two  Fears  the  pre- 
fent  Treaty  is  moft  likely  to  propagate.  If  the  Princes 
of  Germany  lhould  be  under  the  former,  they  might, 
they  certainly  would,  accept  of  Subfidies  from  us, 
during  the  Continuance  of  Peace  ;  but  they  would  as 
certainly  declare  againft  us,  as  foon  as  a  new  War 
gave  them  an  Opportunity  for  doing  fo  with  any 
Safety ;  nor  would  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the 
Romans  any  way  alter  the  Cafe  5  for  if  fome  fhould 
have  been  bribed  into  that  Election,  and  others  forced 
into  it,  when  they  durft  not  refufe  tneir  Confent,  it 
v/ould  only  make  them  acl:  more  vigorously  when  they 
found  an  Opportunity  to  acl:  freely  ;  and  though  there 
has  not,  for  many  Years,  been  any  Inftance  to  the 
contrary,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  by  the  Conftitution 
of  the  Empire,  a  Perioa  who  has  been  chofen  King 
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Anno  1751.  the  Romans  may  be  fet  afide,  and  another  Pcrforf 
chofen  Emperor,  of  which  we  have  feveral  Examples 
in  the  German  Hiftory,  particularly  with  refpect  to 
Frederick  II.  who  was  chofen  King  of  the  Romans 
when  but  a  Child,  and  yet  did  not  fucceed  his  Father 
in  the  Imperial  Throne,  nor  got  PofTeffion  of  the 
Imperial  Diadem  or  Power  till  he  was,  after  two  or 
three  intermediate  Reigns,  chofen  Emperor. 

4  Again,  Sir,  if  the  Princes  of  Germany  mould 
have  a  Sufpicion,  that  the  King  of  France  intended 
to  fubdue  Germany  1  or  to  render  them  dependent  upon 
the  Crown  of  France,  whilft  Peace  continued,  and 
this  Intention  remained  only  in  Petto,  they  would  cer- 
tainly accept  of  Subfidies  from  France,  mould  France 
be  weak  enough  to  offer  them  any  fuch  ;  but  as  foon 
as  they  faw  a  fufficient  Confederacy  in  a  fair  Way  of 
being  formed  againft  France,  they  would  as  certainly 
join  in  that  Confederacy;  and  if  the  Imperial  Throne 
fhould,  in  the  mean  Time,  become  vacant,  before  the 
Election  of  any  King  of  the  Romans,  they  would 
immediately  proceed  to,  and  unanimoufly  join  in,  the 
Election  of  a  new  Emperor,  as  they  did  in  the  Elec- 
tion of  Charles  VI.  upon  the  Death  of  his  Brother 
Jofeph. 

'  Now,  Sir,  to  apply  this  to  the  prefent  Cafe,  if 
by  the  Ways  and  Means  which  now  feem  to  be  upon 
the  Anvil,  the  Archduke  Jofeph  fhould  be  chofen 
King  of  the  Romans,  can  we  think  that  this  would 
fecure  the  Peace  of  Europe  upon  the  Death  of  his 
Father,  if  the  molt  powerful  Princes  of  Germany 
fhould  then  be  of  Opinion,  that  their  Liberties  were 
in  Danger,  from  the  overgrown  Power  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aujlria,  fupported  by  the  Power  and  the  Money  of 
Great-Britain?  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  Sir,  and  under  fuch 
Apprehenfions,  it  could  not  fecure  the  Peace  of  Europe  ^ 
even  during  the  Life  of  the  prefent  Emperor ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  would  furnifh  France  with  an  Oppor- 
tunity, and  a  good  Pretence,  to  recommence  the 
War,  as  foon  as  fhe  found  it  proper  for  her  to  do  fo  ; 
and  in  fuch  a  War  fhe  might  depend  upon  being  joined 
by  fome  of  the  moft  powerful  Princes  of  Germany. 
This  Confequence,  Sir,  if  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Empire  be  duly  confidered,  we  have  great  Reafon  to 
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apprehend  from  our  intermeddling  fo  openly  in  the  Anno  1751, 
Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans \  and  declaring  fo 
poiitively  in  Favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Aitflria.  Every- 
one knows,  that  the  Imperial  Dignity  is  elective  : 
Whether  the  Continuance  of  this  Part  of  their  Con- 
stitution be  for  the  Intereft  of  Germany,  I  fhall  not 
take  upon  me,  nor  have  I  at  prefent  any  Occafion,  to 
decide  ;  becaufe  it  is  well  known,  that  all  the  Princes 
of  Germany i  or  at  leaft  molt  of  the  electoral  Princes, 
are  fond  of  preserving  it,  and  infift  that  it  ought  to 
be  a  free  Election,  efpecially  that  it  ought  to  be  free 
from  the  Influence  of  any  foreign  Power  :  But  to  lay 
it  down  as  a  Maxim,  and  a  Rule  never  to  be  departed 
from,  that  the  Imperial  Dignity  muft  always  be  lodged 
in  the  Houfe  of  Anjlria,  and  that  the  eldeft  Son  of 
that  Houfe  mull  always  be  chofen  King  of  the  Romans, 
is  in  Effect  an  utter  Extinction  of  the  Right  of  Elec- 
tion, and  eftabliihing  in  its  ftead  an  hereditary  Impe- 
rial Family.  Then,  with  Regard  to  the  Freedom  of 
an  Election,  furely,  every  Gentleman  of  this  Country 
muft  know  and  admit,  that  the  Freedom  of  an  Elec- 
tion may  be  prevented  by  Bribery  and  Corruption,  as 
well  as  by  Force  and  Violence.  What  then  will  every 
true  German  fay,  when  he  hears,  that  it  was  debated 
openly  in  the  Britijh  Parliament,  whether  or  no  we 
fhould  bribe  their  Electors  to  chufe  fuch  a  Perfon  King 
of  the  Romans,  as  we,  or  at  leaft  as  our  Sovereign, 
fhould  appoint? 

c  Sir,  when  I  confider  this,  I  muft  conclude,  not 
only  that  this  Meafure  will  give  the  French  a  greater 
Intereft  in  Germany  ^  than  they  ever  had  before,  but 
that  it  will  render  the  Election  of  the  Archduke 
Jofeph  abfolutely  impracticable ;  for  no  Elector  who 
receives  a  Subfidy  from  us  can  vote  for  that  Prince, 
confiftently  with  the  Oath  he  takes  at  the  Election, 
becaufe  by  that  Oath  he  is  obliged  to  fwear,  that  he 
fhall  give  his  Vote  without  Solicitation,  private  Inte- 
reft, Hopes  of  Reward,  Promife,  or  Expectation  what- 
soever. But  that  no  Gentleman  may  doubt  of  what 
I  fay,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to  read  the  Oath  at  full 
Length/ 

(Here  he  read  the  Oath.) 

c  Now, 
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Anno  1751.  c  Now,  Sir,  I  appeal  to  every  Gentleman  that  hear? 
me,  whether  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  during  the  Con- 
tinuance of  this  Subfidy,  can  give  his  Vote  for  the 
Archduke  Jofepb,  confidently  with  his  Honour,  or 
the  Oath  he  is  to  take  upon  the  Election  of  the  King 
of  the  Romans ;  therefore,  I  hope,  the  Advocates  for 
this  Subfidy  will  drop  their  chief  Argument,  and  in- 
deed the  only  Inducement  we  can  have  for  giving  a 
Subfidy,  in  Time  of  Peace,  to  any  of  the  Electors 
of  Germany :  Even  that  Inducement  ought  not,  I 
think,  to  be  deemed  fufficient  for  us,  in  our  prefent 
Circumftances,  to  give  away  our  Money  ;  but  fup- 
pofing  it  were,  furely,  the  Money  ought  not  to  be 
given  in  fuch  an  open  and  public  Manner;  for  Bribery, 
at  Elections,  is  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Germany,  as 
well  as  it  is  to  the  Laws  of  England ;  and  therefore  out 
Minifters  ought  to  have  done  as  fbme  former  Mini- 
sters have  done,  with  regard  to  our  own  Elections, 
they  ought  to  have  given  it  in  the  moft  fecret  Man- 
ner, and  brought  it  in  under  the  Head  of  Secret- 
Service  Money  ;  for  Experience  might  have  {hewn 
them,  that  they  had  no  Reafon  to  dread  any  Enquiry 
or  Punifhment  for  applying  the  public  Money  to  fuch 
a  Purpofe  ;  and  if  they  have  any  particular  Tafte  for 
applying  our  Money  in  that  Way,  I  fhould  much 
rather  chufe  their  applying  it  to  that  of  bribing  Elec- 
tions in  Germany^  than  to  that  of  bribing  Elections  iii 
England. 

*  But,  Sir,  to  be  ferious  ;  for  the  fubject  Matter, 
I  confefs,  requires  it ;  this  of  the  Electors  Oath  is 
not  the  only  Difficulty  we  have  to  encounter.  The 
Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  whilft  the  Empe- 
ror is  alive  and  in  good  Health,  is  a  Matter  that  has 
always  been  contested,  and  reprefented  as  an  En- 
croachment upon  the  Constitution  ;  therefore,  it  is 
faid,  that  no  fuch  Election  fhould  ever  be  fet  on  foot, 
but  when  the  Empire  is  in  fuch  a  great  and  imminent 
Danger,  as  renders  fuch  a  Step  neceffary  for  the  pub- 
lic Safety  ;  and  that  this  is  a  Queftion  which  is  to  be 
decided  either  by  the  Diet,  or  by  the  unanimous  De- 
cree of  all  the  Electors.  For  this  Reafon  many  of 
the  Princes  of  the  Empire  protefted  againft  the  Elec- 
'  tion  of  Ferdinand^  Brother  to  Charles  V.  nor  would 
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they  acknowledge  him  as  King  of  the  Romans,  until 
he  agreed,  that  upon  all  fuch  future  Occafions  the 
Electors  mould  firit  meet,  to  examine  into  the  Reafons 
of  the  faid  Election,  and  if  they  did  not  find  them 
juft  and  reafonable,  there  was  to  be  no  Election. 
'  c  This,  Sir,  was  again  confirmed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Mimfier,  or  Wejlphalia,  in  one  of  the  Articles  of 
which  it  is  exprefsly  ftipulated,  that  in  the  firir.  Diet, 
the  Form  of  the  Election  of  the  Kings  of  the  Romans 
fhould  be  treated  and  fettled  by  common  Confent 
of  the  States  ;  and  though  this  has  not  been  done, 
yet,  as  that  Treaty  has  been  confirmed  by  every  Treaty 
fince,  and  particularly  by  the  laft  Treaty  at  Aix-la- 
Ghapelk,  every  Elector  has  a  Right,  if  he  pleafes,  to 
infift  upon  its  being  done,  before  any  new  Election ; 
and  likewife  the  King  of  France,  as  one  of  the  con- 
tracting Parties  in,  and  one  of  the  Guarantees  of  that 
Treaty,  has  a  Right  to  infift  upon  feeing  it  done. 
Can  we  expect,  Sir,  that  fuch  a  Settlement  v/ill  be 
foon  or  eafily  made,  or  that  the  Electors  will  be  una- 
nimous in  declaring,  that  a  King  of  the  Romans  ought 
now  to  be  chofen  ?  Has  not  the  King  of  Prujfia  al- 
ready openly  declared  againft  it  ?  Does  he  not,  in 
fome  of  the  Pieces  he  has  publifhed  upon  the  Occa- 
fion,  allude  to  this  unanimous  Confent  of  the  Electors, 
as  a  previous  neceffary  Step,  before  the  Election  of  a 
King  of  the  Romans  can  be  legally  brought  upon  the 
Carpet  ? 

'  Suppofe  then,  Sir,  that  by  our  Subfidies,  for 
that  there  will  be  more  of  them,  I  do  not  in  the  lead: 
queftion :  I  fay,  fuppofe  that  by  fuch  Means  we 
fhould  prevail  with  a  Majority  of  the  Electors  to 
chufe  the  Archduke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romans,  can 
we  expect  that  France  will  not  look  upon  this  as  a 
Breach  of  the  Treaty  of  WeftphaUa  f  And  if  France 
mould  declare  War  upon  this  Account,  can  we  be 
allured  that  fome  of  thofe  Electors,  who  had  concurred 
in  the  Election,  will  not  concur  with  France 'in  getting 
it  made  a  void  Election  ?  For  it  is  not  the  firft  Time 
we  have  heard,  that  fome  of  thcfe  who  took  Money 
for  their  Votes  at  an  Election,  have  afterwards  con- 
curred in  Meafures  for  having  it  declared  a  void  Elec- 
tion.    Thus,  Sir,  by  orecioitating  this  Election,  we 
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Anao  1751.  fhall  precipitate,  inftead  of  prevent  a  War;  and 
I  am  afraid,  that  by  this  Nation's  fo  bufily  inter- 
meddling, and  giving  its  Subfidies  fo  openly,  for 
bringing  about  an  Election,  we  mail  raife  a  Sufpicion 
in  many  of  the  Princes  and  States  of  Germany ,  that 
their  Liberties  are  in  Danger  from  fuch  a  clofe  Con- 
nection between  the  Houfe  of  Aujirta  and  this  Nation, 
which  of  courfe  will  make  them  join  with  France 
againft  us,  as  foon  as  that  Kingdom  thinks  it  proper- 
to  begin  a  War.  At  lead,  it  will  render  the  Election 
controverted ;  and  let  us  confider,  that  fuch  a  contro- 
verted Election  is  not  to  be  determined  by  our  Com- 
mittee, or  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe,  but  at  the  Bar 
of  the  Princes  and  States  of  Eur  ope  •>  none  of  whom 
will  be  determined  by  the  Subfidies  we  have  lavifhly 
paid  them  in  Time  of  Peace,  but  by  their  refpective 
Hopes  and  Fears  at  the  Time  the  War  recommences. 

<  But  now,  Sir,  what  is  this  Imperial  Dignity  that 
we  are  thus  contending  for,  and  to  pay  fo  much  Money 
for  obtaining  ?  It  is  a  Dignity  that  no  Man  would 
accept  of  who  had  not  a  large  Revenue,  and  exten- 
sive Territory  of  his  own ;  for  the  Revenue  properly 
annexed  to  it  is  not  near  fufficient  for  fupporting  it. 
The  Emperor's  Revenue,  as  Emperor,  does  not,  I 
think,  amount  to  above  10,000/.  a  Year,  befides 
about  as  much  more,  which  he  has,  by  way  of  Free- 
Gift  from  the  poor  yews  fettled  in  Germany ,  who  are- 
far  from  being  in  fuch  affluent  Circumftances  as  thofe 
fettled  in  England.  Nay,  he  has  not,  as  Emperor,  fo 
much  as  a  Houfe  to  live  in,  only  the  Bifhop  of  Bam- 
berg is  obliged  to  provide  him  with  one,  if  he  has  none 
of  his  own.  Then,  as  to  the  Power  annexed  to  the 
Imperial  Dignity,  it  would  be  of  very  little  Confe- 
rence, if  the  Emperor  had  not  extenfive  Territories 
of  his  own  ;  for  it  depends  chiefly  upon  the  Influence 
i:e  has  over  the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  the  Aulick  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Imperial  Chamber  at  Spire ;  and  this  In- 
fluence would  be  very  inconfiderable,  if  the  Emperor 
had  not  great  Revenues  of  his  own.  It  is  this  Influ- 
ence that  makes  the  Houfe  of  Aujhia  fo  formidable, 
when  it  is  in  Pofiefiion  of  the  Imperial  Dignity ;  for 
otherwife  that  Dignity  would  not  be  worth  contending 
forr  nor  will  it  ever  be  much  coveted  by  any  other 
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Prince  of  the  Empire,  uniefs  it  be  from  a  Jealoufy  of  Anno 
the  ambitious  Defigns  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

c  Does  any  one  think,  Sir,  that  the  late  Emperor, 
Charles  VII.  would  have  become  a  Candidate  for  the 
Imperial  Dignity,  if  he  had  not  had  other  Views  be- 
fides  that  of  being  Emperor  ?  It  was  not  his  Defire 
of  that  empty  Title,  that  made  him  feek  the  Aflift- 
ance  of  France  in  attacking  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
We  all  know,  that  he  had  great  Claims  upon  the 
Failure  of  the  Heirs  Male  of  that  Houfe ;  and  to  en- 
force thefe  Claims,  he  fought  the  Affiftance  of  France 
as  well  as  the  Imperial  Dignity,  in  both  which  he 
v/as  fure  of  the  Concurrence  of  the  King  of  Prujfia, 
on  account  of  an  old  Claim  that  Prince  had  likewife 
upon  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria.  It  was  this  that  produced 
the  late  War,  and  the  Election  of  the  Duke  of  Ba- 
varia to  the  Imperial  Dignity ;  for  if  a  very  moderate 
Satisfaction  had  been  ftipulated  for  thofe  two  Princes, 
before  we  had  guarantied  the  Pragmatick  Sanction,  I 
am  perfuaded,  there  would  have  been  no  War  in  Ger- 
many ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
would  have  been  chofen  Emperor  without  Oppolition, 
upon  the  Death  of  Charles  VI.  whereas,  if  he  had 
been  before  elected  King  of  the  Romans?  without 
ftipulating  any  Satisfaction  for  thofe  two  Princes,  it 
would  not  have  prevented  a  "War,  as  they  were  fure 
of  being  fupported  both  by  France  and  Spain?  as  well 
as  feveral  of  the  Princes  of  Germany  ;  and  that  no 
Confederacy  was  formed  foroppofmg  the  united  Force 
of  four  fuch  formidable  Potentates  and  their  Friends 
in  the  Empire. 

c  I  mult,  therefore,  conclude,  Sir,  that  the  pre- 
venting of  aWarupon  the  Death  of  the  pre  fen  t  Em- 
peror, does  not  fo  much  depend  upon  the  previous 
Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans?  as  upon  taking 
proper  Meafures  for  uniting  the  Princes  of  Germany  ; 
and  this  they  will  probably  do  of  themfelves,  if  we 
do  not  raife  in  feme  of  them  a  Sufpieion,  that  we  are 
going  to  join  with  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  in  overturn- 
ing or  altering  the  Conftitudcn  of  the  Empire.  They 
are  all  naturally  jealous  of  the  Power  of  France?  and, 
confequently,  will  never  feek  Affiftance  from  thence, 
but  when  they  find  they  have  no  other  Way  of  cb- 
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Anno  1751.  taifiing  Juftice,  or  of  guarding  againft  the  Danger" 
v.,,— . —  _* they  are,  or  fancying  themfelves  expofed  to.  Whilft 
they  are  under  no  fuch  Influence,  they  will  for  their 
own  Sakes  chufe  to  have  the  Imperial  Diadem  conti- 
nued in  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  not  only  to  prevent 
Difputes  among  themfelves,  but  becaufe  that  Houfe 
by  its  Situation  is  raoft  capable  of  defending  them 
againft  an  Invafion  from  the  Turks  on  one  Side,  and 
Is  by  its  Power  moil  capable  of  defending  them  againft 
an  Invafion  from  the  French  on  the  other  :  But  we 
muft  not  pretend  to  dictate  to  them,  either  by  our 
Arms  or  our  Money ;  for  this  may  caufe  them  to 
make  a  Sacrifice  of  their  Safety  to  their  Indignation, 
which,  I  very  much  fear,  may  be  the  Confequence  of 
©ur  .granting  this  Subfidy ;  and  therefore  I  fhali  molt 
heartily  give  my  Vote  againft  it.' 

The  Hon.  William  Murray  fpoke  to  the  following 
Purport. 

c  Mr.  Speaker, 
Hon.  wniiam       c  The  learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke  firft  againft 
Murray.  jftjg  Treaty,   put  the  Debate  upon  a  right,  and,  I 

think,  the  only  proper  Footing ;  for  the  whole  may 
be  reduced  to  thefe  two  Queftions,  Whether  the  Ob- 
ie£t  of  this  Treaty  be  attainable  ?  and  if  attainable* 
Whether  it  be  worth  the  Price  that  is  to  be  paid  for 
it  ?  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  firft,  the  Election  of  a  King 
of  the  Romans  during  the  Life,  and  even  during  the 
Health  of  the  reigning  Emperor,  is  a  Practice  that 
has  been  fo  long  eftabliihed,  and  fo  frequently,  nay, 
fo  conftantly  repeated  in  the  German  Empire,  that  the 
Object's  being  attainable  can  hardly  admit  of  a  Doubt; 
for  that  Empire  did  not  become  elective  until  after 
the  Beginning  of  the  tenth  Century,  and  long  befor® 
the  Middle  of  the  eleventh  Century,  Henry  III.  then 
not  twelve  Years  old,  was  chofen  King  of  the  Ro- 
mans ;  when  his  Father,  Conrade  II.  was  not  only 
alive,  but  in  full  Health  and  Vigour,  having  reignecl 
for  above  ten  Years  after  this  Election  of  his  Son ; 
and  from  that  Time  there  is  hardly  an  Inftance  of  an 
Emperor  who  had  a  Son,  that  did  not  get  his  Son 
chofen  King  of  the  Romans  in  his  own  Life-time ; 
nor  was  it  ever  fuggefted,  that  fueh  an  Election  was 
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contrary  to  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Empire,  Anno  175K 
till  after  the  League  of  S?nalkalde.  Then,  indeed, 
the  Princes  engaged  in  that  League,  being  willing  to 
take  all  the  Advantages  they  could  think  of  againft 
Charles  V.  who  was  defigning  to  get  his  Brother  Fer-r 
dinand  elected  King  of  the  Romans^  they  firft  fet  up 
that  Pretence,  that  no  fuch  Election  could  be  legally- 
made,  whiift  the  Emperor  continued  in  good  Health. 
However,  Ferdinand  was  foon  after  choien  King  of 
the  Romans,  notwithstanding  their  Proteft;  and  at 
laft,  to  get  thofe  Princes  to  acknowledge  him  as  fuch^ 
he  agreed,  it  is  true,  to  a  Treaty  with  them ;  by  one 
of  the  Articles  of  which,  it  was  declared,  that  as 
often  as  there  fhould,  for  the  future,  be  Occafion  for 
electing  a  King  of  the  Romans,  during  the  Emperor's 
Life-time,  the  Electors  fhould  firft  meet  and  deter- 
mine, whether  the  Reafons  affigned  for  doing  fo, 
were  juft  and  reafonable.  Which  Treaty  Ferdinand 
promifed  to  get  paffed  into  an  imperial  Decree  or 
Conftitution  ;  but  the  other  Electors  and  Princes  did 
not,  it  feems,  think  this  reafonable  ;  for  no  fuch  De- 
cree or  .Conftitution  was  ever  made  ;  and  if  it  had, 
it  might  have  been  with  Reafon  infifted,  that  this 
Determination,  as  well  as  Election,  was  to  have  been 
by  a  Majority  of  the  Electors,  or  their  Deputies  pre- 
fent ;  for  there  are  no  Words,  even  in  the  Treaty, 
that  require  the  Determination's  being  unanimous. 

*  The  King  of  Prujffia,  therefore,  Sir,  neither  did, 
nor  could  found  himfelf  either  upon  this  Proteft  or 
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the  Empire,  and"  have  been  contradicted  by  every  Pre- 
cedent fince,  as  well  as  before..  His  ~PruJfian  Majefty 
does,  indeed,  lay  hold  of  the  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Munjler,  mentioned  by  the  learned  Gentleman ; 
but  as  that  Article  is  not  confined  to  any  Time,  nor 
makes  void  the  Elections  that  fhould  be  made  before 
the  Settlement  there  ftipulated,  and  as  there  have  been 
two  Elections  fince  that  Treaty,  it  is  evident,  I  think, 
that  the  Emperor  and  Empire  may  take  their  own 
Time  for  getting  the  Form  of  the  Election  of  a  King 
of  the  Romans  fettled  in  a  Diet  of  the  Empire,  and 
that  till  fuch  Settlement  be  made,  the  Election  is  to 
be  according  to  the  old  accuftomed  form  pf  proceed- 
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Aano  1751.  ing  upon  fuch  Occafions.  Therefore  we  need  not 
trouble  our  Heads  much  about  this  Article  ;  for  if  any 
Prince  fhould,  upon  that  Account,  object  againft  the 
next  Election,  fuch  Prince  would  find  other  Reafons 
for  objecting  againft  it,  even  though  fuch  a  Settle- 
ment fhould  be  previouily,  and  almoft  unanimoufjy 
agreed  to  in  a  full  Diet,  and  the  Election  regularly 
made,  according  to  the  Form  fo  fettled.  There  is 
but  one  Way  of  guarding  againft  fuch  frivolous  Ob- 
jections, and  that  is,  by  having  fuch  a  Confederacy 
formed  in  Support  of  the  Election,  as  will  render  it 
dangerous  for  the  Prince  who  makes  the  Objection  to 
attempt  to  enforce  it  by  Action. 

c  As  to  the  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the  Electors,  or 
their  Deputies,  at  the  Time  of,  and  previous  to  the 
Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  what  may  be  in- 
confiftent  or  no  with  that  Oath,  is  a  Queftidn  more 
proper  for  an  AfTembly  of  Divines,  than  for  this  Af- 
iembly.  However,  as  an  Objection  has  been  drawn 
from  the  Words  of  that  Oath,  I  mail  beg  Leave  to 
fay  fomething  upon  that  Head.  And  I  mult  fay,  that 
if  the  Words  were  to  be  taken  in  their  moil  extenfive 
Senfe,  it  would  be  impoiiible  for  any  Elector  ever  to 
take  that  Oath  \  for  I  believe,  there  never  was,  and 
I  am  confident  there  never  will  be  an  Election,  where 
every  one  of  the  Electors  has  not  been  folicited  in 
Favour  of  fome  one  Candidate  or  another ;  therefore 
I  muft  be  of  Opinion,  that  the  Senfe  in  which  thofe 
Words  have  always  been  taken,  is,  that  the  Elector 
is  not  determined  in  his  Choice  by  any  Solicitation, 
or  private  Intereft  ;  but  that  he  gives  his  Vote  for  fuch 
a  Prince,  folely  becaufe  he  thinks  him  the  moft  worthy 
of  that  Dignity,  as  being  the  Perfon,  whofe  Election 
will  moft  conduce  to  the  Honour,  the  Intereft,  and 
the  Safety  of  the  Empire  in  general.  And  in  this 
Senfe  the  Duke^of  Bavaria  may  moft  fafely  take  this 
Oath  ;  for  no  one  can  fuppofe,  that  he  could  be  in- 
duced by  the  paltry  Sum  ftipulated  in  this  Treaty,  to 
vote  for  any  Prince,  if  he  thought  that  the  Eie6tior| 
of  another  would  conduce  more  to  the  Koncur,  Inte* 
rePc,  or  Safety  of  the  Empire.  Befides,  Sir,  if  Gen- 
tlemen will  but  read  the  "Words  of  this  Treaty,  they 
will  ftnd5  that  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  does  not  promife 
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or  engage  to  vote  for  any  Prince,  or  to  concur  in  any  Anno  1751. 
Meafure,  but  fuch  as  he  may  think  moft  agreeable  to 
the  true  Intereft  of  his  Country.  His  prefent  Way 
of  thinking  was,  perhaps,  known,  and  that  probably 
was  our  Motive  for  engaging  in  this  Treaty;  but 
there  was  another  Reafon,  which  I  may  mention, 
becaufe  it  is  publickly  known.  In  the  laft  War,  Sir, 
his  Territories  were  fo  wafted  and  depopulated,  that 
at  prefent  it  is  hardly  poffible  for  him  to  fupport  his 
Dignity,  without  the  Affiftance  of  fome  of  his  Neigh- 
bours :  We  know  who  would  be  ready  to  give  him 
that  Affiftance  3  and  from  Experience  we  may  know 
upon  what  Conditions  it  would  be  given.  If  he  has 
been  fo  generous  and  fo  honourable  as  to  reject  thofe 
Conditions,  and  refufe  that  Affiftance,  rather  than 
jdepart  from  the  common  Caufe  of  Europe,  are  not  the 
Friends  of  that  Caufe  obliged,  both  in  Honour  and 
Juftice,  to  give  him  that  Affiftance  which  he  at  pre- 
fent ftands  fo  much  in  need  of? 

c  This  Treaty,  therefore,  Sir,  would  be  founded 
in  Honour,  Juftice,  and  Prudence,  were  there  no  fuch 
Object  in  view,  as  the  Ejection  of  the  King  of  the 
Romans ;  and  as  I  have,  I  hope,  plainly  fhewn,  that 
this  Object  is  attainable,  it  adds  infinitely  to  the  Pru- 
dence of  this  Meafure  3  becaufe  the  Concurrence  of 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who  is  one  of  the  Vicars  of 
the  Empire,  muft  be  of  great  Confequence  in  bring- 
ing about  this  defirable  Event ;  which  leads  me  to  the 
next  Queftion,  Whether  the  Object  of  this  Treaty  be 
worth  the  Price  that  is  to  be  paid  for  it  ?  Upon  which 
it  is  neceftary  to  confider  the  Power  annexed  to  the 
Imperial  Dignity,  which  I  fhall  fhew  to  be  much 
more  confiderable  than  the  learned  Gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  reprefent  -}  and  alfo  the  Confequences  that 
may  probably  enfue,  mould  this  Emperor  unfortu- 
nately die,  before  the  Election  of  any  King  of  the 
Romans.  As  to  the  Power  annexed  to  the  Imperial 
Dignity,  the  learned  Gentleman  himfelf  allowed,  that 
it  was  very  confiderable,  whilft  that  Dignity  conti- 
nued in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria ;  but 
does  not  he  think,  that  for  the  very  fame  Reafon  it 
would  be  equally  confiderable,  or  very  near  fo,  were 
it  in  the  PofTeffion  of  the  Houfe  of  PruJJia  P  Would 
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Anno  1751.  it  not,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  be  very  confidterable  in 
the  Poffeilion  of  the  weakeft  Prince  of  the  Empire^ 
fupported  by  the  Influence  and  Revenues  of  France  ? 
We  know,  Sir,  that  the  French  have  always  been 
aiming,  either  to  get  their  own  King  chofen  Emperor, 
or  to  get  fuch  a  one  chofen  as  muft  depend  upon  them 
for  his  Support;  but  both,  I  am  fure,  it  is  the  Inte- 
reft  of  this  Nation  in  particular  to  prevent.  The 
Difpofal  of  the  Imperial  Dignity  is,  therefore,  aq 
Affair,  in  which  we  have  a  very  particular  Concern, 
even  fuppofing  that  it  were  in  itfelf  no  more  confide- 
rable  than  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  was  pleafe4 
to  reprefent ;  but,  Sir,  the  prefent  Grandeur  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria  muft  convince  us,  that  it  is  in  itfelf 
of  great  Confequenee  ;  for  by  one  of  the  Prerogatives 
annexed  to  the  Imperial  Dignity,  they  firft  got  the 
Dominions  of  Auftria  :  I  mean,  that  Prerogative  by 
which  the  Emperor  has  the  fole  Difpofal  of  all  Impe- 
rial Fiefs  that  become  vacant  in  his  Reign,  either  by 
Forfeiture,  or  by  the  Failure  of  Heirs.  Befides  this, 
he  feems  to  have  a  Negative,  as  to  the  Empire's  de- 
claring War  ;  for  though  the  Emperor  may  be  en- 
gaged in  a  War  without  the  Empire,  we  never  heard 
of  the  Empire's  engaging  in  any  War  without  the 
Emperor.  And  in  many  Cafes  there  lies  an  Appeal 
to  the  Emperor,  both  from  the  Aulick  Council  and 
the  Imperial  Chamber  of  Spire ;  the  Sentences  of  both 
which  Courts  are  carried  into  Execution  in  his  Name, 
and  by  Virtue  of  his  Gommiilipn,  which  muft  always 
give  him  a  considerable  Influence  over  every  Member 
of  the  Empire, 

c  But,  Sir,  what  principally  fupports  the  Power  of 
the  Emperor,  is,  that  if  any  Prince  of  the  Empire, 
has  Recourfe  to  Arms,  and  attacks  any  other  Member 
of  the  Empire,  without  the  Emperor's  Authority,  he 
becomes  thereby  guilty  of  High  Treafon,  and  forfeits 
both  his  Life  and  Dominions,  if  the  Emperor  and 
Empire  ihould  pieafe  to  infift  upon  it.  This  is  what 
chiefly  preferves  the  internal  Tranquillity  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  the  Union  of  the  feveral  Members  thereof  5 
,and  the  great  Licence  that  has,  in  this  Refpe£t,  al- 
ways been  taken  during  a  Vacancy  of  the  Imperial 
Throne,  is  what  muft  always  render  fuch  a  Vacancy 
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©f  themoft  dangerous  Confequence;  which  of  courfe  Anno  17^1. 
leads  me  to  connder  the  Confequences  that  might  pro- 
bably enfue,  mould  the  prefent  Emperor  unfortunately 
die  before  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans, 
Confidering  how  lately  and  bow  fmartly  we  fuffered  by 
fuch  an  Accident,  I  cannot  think  I  have  any  Occafion 
to  enlarge  upon  this  Head.  We  cannot  doubt  of  the 
Readinefs  of  France  to  propagate  a  Civil  War  in  Ger- 
many -,  and  we  can  as  little  doubt  of  the  Readinefs  of 
Spain  to  propagate  a  new  War  in  Italy.  Can  we  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  Ambition  of  all  the  Princes  in  Germany 
and  Italy  is  fo  fully  fatisfied,  that  no  one  of  them  would 
lay  hold  of  that  Opportunity,  to  endeavour  to  add 
fome  new  Corner  to  his  Dominions  ?  And  if  Bavaria 
fhould  return  to  the  Maxims  of  his  two  immediate 
Anceftors,  we  mould  have  as  much  Reafon  to  fufpect 
him  as  any  other.  I  therefore  do  not  think,  there  is 
a  Doubt  to  be  made  of  fuch  an  unlucky  Event's  being 
attended  with  a  new  War,  efpecially  if  this  Motion 
fhould  bedifagreed  to.  But  fuppofing,  Sir,  that  it  did 
not  come  the  Length  of  an  adtual  War,  or  at  leaft  of 
fuch  a  War  in  which  we  fhould  think  ourfelves 
bound  to  take  a  Share ;  yet,  upon  fuch  an  Event, 
we  could  not  in  Prudence  avoid  increafmg  our  Forces 
both  by  Sea  and  Land;  and  that  would  put  us  to  a 
much  greater  Expence  than  we  can  be  put  to  by  agree- 
ing to  this  Motion.  Let  us  but  recoilecl:  the  Expence 
we  were  put  to  upon  the  laft  Vacancy  of  the  Crown 
of  Poland,  and  the  War  that  was  thereby  occafioned ; 
for  though  we  wifely  kept  ourfelves  out  of  that  War, 
yet  the  Preparations  we  made  for  taking  fuch  a  Part  as 
became  us,  in  cafe  either  Side  had  pufhed  their  Con- 
quers farther  than  was  confident  with  the  Balance  of 
Power ;  thofe  Preparations,  I  fay,  coft  us  infinitely 
more  than  what  is  propofed  by  this  Treaty. 

'  I  mud  therefore  think,  Sir,  that  the  Meafure  now 
under  our  Confederation,  is  really  a  Meafure  of  CEco- 
nomy ;  for  furely  it  is  not  (Economy  to  fave  a  fmall 
Sum,  when  that  Saving  expofes  us  to  the  Danger  of 
an  infinitely  greater  Expence.  Such  a  Saving  would 
£>e  like  a  Landlord's  letting  his  Houfe  tumble  down, 
rather  than  be  at  the  Expence  of  repairing  it ;  or  like 
I  landed  Gentleman's  expofing  his  Eftate  to  the  Danger 
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Anno  1751.  of  being  overflowed,  rather  than  be  at  the  Expence  of 
repairing  his  Dykes.  Sir,  if  we  confider  the  Expence  of 
a  new  War,  or  even  the  Expence  of  our  preparing  for  a 
new  War,  in  cafe  Europe  mould  be  brought  into  an  im- 
mediate Danger  of  fuch  a  Misfortune,  we  mull  conclude, 
that  the  Price  to  be  paid  by  this  Treaty  for  getting  the 
Archduke  Jofeph  choien  King  of  the  Romans  ^  is  the  very 
loweft  that  could  be  expected,  and  v/ill  be  Money  as 
wifely  and  as  frugally  laid  out,  as  any  that  was  ever  ex- 
pended by  this  Nation  ;  for  v/ill  any  Gentleman  fay, 
that  it  is  as  eafy  and  as  fafe  for  a  Prince  of  the  Empire  to 
join  with  France  in  railing  a  Civil  War  in  his  native 
Country,  when  the  Imperial  Throne  is  full,  as  when  it 
is  vacant  ?  We  in  this  Country  may5  perhaps,  be  afraid 
of  the  overgrown  Power  of  France.  We  may  have 
Reafon  to  be  fo ;  but  it  is  not  an  Object  of  equal  Ter- 
ror to  fome  of  the  Princes  of  Germany.  A  late  famous 
Book  has  endeavoured  to  mew,  that  \%  is  a  mere  Bug- 
bear, and  that  Europe  has  more  Reafon  to  fear  Slavery 
from  the  overgrown  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria* 
In  that  Book  the  Power  annexed  to  the  Imperial  Dig- 
nity is  fet  in  a  very  different  Light  from  that  in  which 
the  learned  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  confider  it ;  and 
this  Book  plainly  {hews,  that  People's  Way  of  think- 
ing, or  'at  leaft  their  Way  of  talking,  about  the  Power 
of  France  and  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiriay 
depends  too  often  upon  the  felfifh  Views  they  happen 
to  be  pofTeiTed  with  at  the  Time ;  for  no  Man,  whofe 
Judgment  is  not  biafled  by  feif-intereited  Views,  can 
balance  a  Moment  in  determining  which  of  thefe  Pow- 
ers Europe  is  in  greateft  Danger  from  ;  and  to  imagine 
that  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  will  ever  be  enabled  by  us  to 
bring  Slavery  upon  Europe,  or  to  overturn  the  Liber- 
ties of  Germany ^  is  fo  wild,  that  no  Man  of  common 
Senfe  can  be  {educed  by  it,  efpecially  whilft,  we  have 
upon  our  Throne  a  Prince  as  jealous  of  the  Independ- 
ency of  his  Crown,  as  much  interefted  in  the  Liber- 
ties of  Germany ,  and  as  refolute  a  Defender  of  both , 
as  any  Prince  whatfoever. 

6  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  as  often  as  I  hear  that  any 

prince  in   Europe   begins   to   talk   of  the   overgrown 

Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  I  conclude,  that  he 

has  fome  fecret  Defign  of  purloining  a  Part  of  the 

4       '  T'ef- 
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Territories  belonging  to  that  Houfe,  or  of  adding  forne  Anno  175% 
other  Territory  to  his  own,  by  Means  of  joining  with  ' 
France  againit  the  Houfe  of  Aiiftria  ;  and  the  beft 
Way  for  preventing  the  Conception  of  any  fuch  De- 
fign,  or  at  leaft  its  being  brought  to  the  Maturity 
of  a  Delivery,  is  to  continue  the  Imperial  Diadem  in 
the  PoiTeffion  of  that  Houfe  by  repeated  Elections. 
This,  Sir,  is  no  Encroachment  upon  the  Constitution 
of  the  Empire^  upon  the  Liberties  of  Germany,  or 
upon  the  Freedom  of  Election  :  It  is  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  every  one  of  them  :  The  Electors  frill  retain  the 
Power  qf  electing ;  and  if  any  Encroachment  mould 
have  been  made  in  the  preceding  Reign,  they  may  ap- 
ply a  Remedy  by  the  Capitulation  at  the  next  Elec- 
tion, or  they  may  chufe  an  Emperor  from  fome  other 
Houfe,  if  that  mould  appear  to  be  the  only  fafe  Way 
for  prefeving  the  Liberties  of  their  Country.  By  this 
Method  their  Liberties  havs  been  preferved  for  above 
three  hundred  Years  without  any  Interruption,  except 
jn  the  Cafe  of  the  laft  Emperor,  and  during  his  Reign 
the  Liberty  they  enjoyed  in  Germany  was  rather  to  be 
called  Licentioufnefs  than  Liberty ;  which  will  very  pro- 
bably be  the  Confequence  as  often  as  they  depart  from 
this  Method,  without  a  very  ftrong  and  evident  Reafon ; 
To  prevent  this  Confequence  was  the  Motive  for  his 
Majefty  to  conclude  this  Treaty,  and  ought  to  be  a 
prevailing  Motive  with  us  to  approve  of  it; 

4  The  Dutch,  Sir,  whofe  Knowledge  of,  and  At- 
tachment to,  the  true  Intereft  of  Em-ope  cannot  be 
doubted,  not  only  approved  of  the  Negotiation,  but 
fcecame  a  contracting  Party  in  the  Treaty,  and  agree4 
to  pay  their  proportionable  Share  of  the  Expencc, 
though,  I  believe,  they  have  as  little  Money  to  fpare 
as  we  have ;  and  the  Emprefs-Queen  of  Hungary 
would  likewife  have  been  a  contracting  Party,  if  it 
had  been  proper  for  her  to  appear  in  it ;  but  by  her 
Declaration  relating  tQ  this  Treaty,  we  find,  that  me 
pot  only  approves  of  it,  but  has  agreed  to  contribute 
a  large  Sum  of  Money  towards  reftoring  that  Friend- 
fhip  and  Correfpondence,  which  of  old  fubnited  be- 
tween theHoufes  of  Aiiftria  and  Bavaria  °>  which  Sum 
£he  pays  on  account  of  a  Claim  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria 
to4  tp  f be  Dutcity  of  Mirandoh)  the  Right  of  Rever- 
sion 
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Amid  I753T.  fion  to  that  Dutchy,  after  Failure  of  the  Family  thei* 
fc--*-V — -~-  in  PoiTeffion,  having  been  transferred  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  Years  ago,  by  the  Emperor,  to  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria  1  for  the  Service  he  had  done  in  the 
8-wedijh  Wars ;  but  this  Failure  did  not  happen  until 
the  Year  171 1,  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  being  then 
under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire,  the  Emperor  thought, 
that  by  Virtue  of  the  Imperial  Prerogative,  he  had  a 
good  Right,  as  he  certainly  had,  to  difpofe  of  that 
Dutchy,  and  accordingly  he  fold  it  to  the  Duke  of 
Modem,  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  which  was  pre- 
sently paid,  and  that  Duke  put  in  Pofieilion.  Thus 
the  Affair  flood  at  the  Time  of  the  Treaty  of  Baden 
in  17 14.,  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  being,  by  the  fif- 
teenth Article  of  that  Treaty,  reftored  to  all  his  Do- 
minions, "Eftates  and  others,  with  all  the  Rights,  and 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  he  enjoyed,  or  might  have  en- 
joyed them  before  the  War,  the  Family  have  ever  fince 
contended,  that  the  Dutchy  of  Mirandola  belonged  to 
them,  or  at  leal!,  that  the  Family  of  Aujlria  ought 
to  pay  to  them  the  Money  that  was  paid  by  the  Duke 
joi  Modena^  as  the  Price  of  that  Dutchy.  I  mail  not 
enter  into  a  Difcuflion  of  this  Difpute,  becaufe  it  is 
now  ended,  and  the  Emprefs-Queen  has  agreed  to  pay 
the  Sum  mentioned  in  her  Declaration,  in  full  Satif- 
tacHon  of  his  Pretenfion ;  which,  without  Doubt? 
was  a  Motive  with  the  prefent  Duke  of  Bavaria,  for 
accepting  of  a  lefs  Subfidy  from  the  Dutch  and  us, 
than  he  would  otherwife  have  infilled  on  ;  and  as  the, 
Emprefs-Queen  had  very  ftrong  Reafons  for  center- 
ing the  Bavarian  Right  to  this  Money,  we  may  con- 
sider her  as  a  Contributor  towards  attaining  the  Object 
#f  this  Treaty. 

'  Now,  Sir,  as  to  our  intermeddling  in  the  Affair 
of  an  Election  of  the  King  of  the  Romans,  have  not 
we  as  good  a  Right  to  intermeddle  in  that  Affair  as 
the  French?  Has  there  ever  been  fuch  an  Election, 
in  which  they  did  not  intermeddle?  Their  Inter- 
meddling^  and  ours,  mufi,  indeed,  always  be  of  a 
very  different  Nature.  They  intermeddle,  in  order 
to  retard  or  embroil  the  Election  :  We  do  fo,  in  order 
•  to  haflen  the  Election,  and  to  render  it  unanimous, 
if  poffible  j  becaufe  it  is  our  Interefl  to  preferve  the 

interna} 


internal  Tranquillity  of  Germany,  and  a  firm  Union  Anno  ij$u 
amongft  the  conftituent  Members  of  that  great  Body ;  U«-*-VM»««*' 
therefore,  if  any  Danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
our  intermeddling  in  the  Election,  that  Danger  muff 
arife  from  thofe  who  are  fecretly  refolved  to  raife  a 
Disturbance  in  the  Empire,  as  foon  as  an  Opportu- 
nity offers.  What  Opportunity  can  be  more  proper 
for  fuch  a  wicked  Purpofe,  than  a  Vacancy  in  the 
Imperial  Throne  ?  Confequently,  if  there  be  any 
Danger  to  be  apprehended  from  our  intermeddling  in 
this  Affair,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Argument  for 
preventing  our  doing  fo,  that  it  is  a  ftrong  Argument 
for  our  interpoiing  with  the  more  Speed  and  the  more 
Vigour.  Let  the  Election  be  but  once  fairly  made, 
I  have  no  great  Fear  of  its  being  controverted,  or,  at 
leaft,  of  its  being  cppofed  by  Force  of  Arms ;  and 
I  hope,  it  will  be  very  foon  made.  That  it  mould  be 
fo,  is  fo  evidently  for  the  true  Intereft  of  Germany  9 
and,  indeed,  of  mcft  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  that, 
if  it  be  delayed,  I  am  perluaded,  it  will  not  be  for 
want  of  a  Majority  of  the  Electors,  but  in  order  to 
endeavour  to  remove  every  plaufible  Objection,  and 
to  render  it  unanimous,  if  pofiible.  Therefore,  Sir, 
as  I  am  not  under  the  leaft  Apprehenfion  of  any  bad 
Confequence  from  our  interpofing  in  this  Affair,  or 
from  its  being  brought  to  a  fpeedy  I  flue  by  Means  of 
that  Interpolation,  I  mail  moft  heartily  concur  with 
his  Majefty,  and  I  hope,  with  the  Majority  of  this 
Houfe,  in  granting  this  Subfidy.' 

The  Lord  Egmont  fpoke  next.     Kis  Speech  was  in 
Subftance  as  follows. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  The  Arguments  made  ufe  of  in  Favour  of  theEarlofEgrawat, 
Meafure  now  under  our  Confederation  are,  I  fhali 
grant,  in  themfelves,  very  plaufible :  We  are  told, 
that  it  will  contribute  towards  preferring  the  Peace  of 
Europe,  and  that  we  may  by  this  Means  fecure  the 
Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans  in  Favour  of  the 
Archduke  Jofeph.  Peace  is  certainly  a  very  deferable 
Situation  \  and,  in  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  this 
Nation,  we  have  a  very  particular  Reafon  to  defire  it, 
becaufe  we  cannot  now  go  to  War  without  making 
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Anno  175L  ourfelves  a  Prey  to  Ufurers  and  Stock-Jobbers,  and 
mull  put  an  End  to  it  at  any  Rate,  if  it  fhould  pleafe 
them  to  begin  to  doubt  of  our  Credit.  It  muft  there- 
fore be  conferled,  that  at  prefent  there  is  nothing  we 
fhould  covet  more  than  the  Prefervation  of  Peace  : 
I  mean,  Sir,  the  prefer ving  ourfelves  in  Peace  ;  for  as 
to  the  Peace  of  Europe^  it  may  admit  of  a  Doubt, 
whether  we  mould  give  ourfelves  fo  much  Trouble 
about  preferving  it,  as  we  have  done  for  many  Years 
paft.  When  our  Neighbours  upon  the  Continent  are 
engaged  in  War,  it  is  certain,  they  cannot  be  fuch 
formidable  Rivals  to  us  in  Trade,  as  when  they  are 
in  a  State  of  fettled  Tranquillity.  It  is  not  therefore 
{o  much  our  Bulinefs  to  prevent  a  War  upon  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe^  as  to  prevent  our  being  principally 
engaged  in  it,  which  I  am  afraid,  indeed,  is  not  now 
in  our  Power ;  but,  naturally  fpeaking,  it  can  never 
be  our  Intereft  to  engage  as  Principals  in  any  War 
upon  the  Continent,  and  as  Auxiliaries,  we  mould 
never  engage  farther  than  may  be  neceffary  to  prevent 
its  being  in  the  Power  of  any  Nation  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, to  render  itfelf  foie  Miftrefs  of  all  the  reft. 
This  is  our  true  Intereft  as  an  Ifland,  and  whilft  we 
purfue  this  Intereft,  and  this  alone,  we  mall  always 
have  the  Good-will  of  every  Nation  in  Europe^  that 
is  not  aiming  at  an  univerfal  Sway  ;  we  mall  be  courted 
by  every  one  in  its  Turn,  and  upon  every  Emergency 
may  acquire  fome  new  Advantage  to  our  Trade.  But 
if  we  fet  up  for  Directors  of  all  the  Courts  of  Enrope\ 
and  intermeddle  in  every  Difpute  that  may  happen 
between  the  Princes  thereof,  one  of  thefe  Confequences 
muft  enfue :  We  mall  either  raife  a  general  Jealoufy 
and  Hatred  againft  us,  or  we  fhall  incur  that  Con- 
tempt, which  always  attends  the  Character  of  what 
in  private  Life  is  called  a  Bufy-body. 

4  But  now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  that  of  our  pre- 
ferving ourfelves  in  Peace,  as  I  have  faid  already,  it 
is  now  more  neceffary  for  us  to  do  fo,  than  ever  it  was 
heretofore;  but  ftill  we  are  to  do  it  with  Honour, 
for  Character  is  as  neceffary  to  a  Nation  as  it  is  to  a 
private  Man.  Notwithftanding  our  diftreffed  Cir- 
cumftances,  we  are  not,  for  the  Sake  of  preferving 
ourfelves  in  Peace,  to  allow  our  Rights  to  be  invaded, 

or 
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or  o\ir  People  to  be  infulted  by  any  Nation  whatfo-  Anno  175^ 
ever ;  for  if  it  be  once  found,  that  we  fubmit  tamely 
to  Indignities  of  this  Kind,  they  will  be  {o  often  re- 
peated, that  we  muft  at  laft  give  up  both  our  Planta- 
tions and  our  Trade.  If  our  Plantations  find  that  we 
will  not  protect  them,  they  will  feek  for,  and  find 
Protection  fomewhere  elfe ;  If  our  People  find  them- 
feives  infuited  and  ill  ufed  at  every  foreign  Port  they 
trade  to,  they  will  trade  to  none  at  all ;  and  if  we 
tamely  bear  fuch  Ufage  from  one  Nation,  every  Na- 
tion will  begin  to  treat  us  in  the  fame  Manner.  To 
be  conquered  is  certainly  a  mpft  terrible  Misfortune  ; 
but  it  is  terrible  only  to  the  Poltron,  who  will  chufe  to 
live  with  Infamy  rather  than  to  die  with  Glory  ;  and 
furely,  it  is  more  prudent  to  run  the  Rifk:  of  being 
conquered  whilft  we  have  fome  Strength  left,  than  to 
run  that  Rifk:  after  we  have  been  debilitated  by  fub- 
mitting  to  repeated  Infults  and  Indignities.  If  we 
engage  at  firft,  we  engage  with  fuch  a  Character  as 
will  derogate  from  the  Fiercenefs  of  our  Enemies, 
and  may  give  us  the  Victory,  though  unequally  match- 
ed ;  but  if  we  wait  till  after  v/e  have  loft  that  Cha- 
racter, it  will  add  to  the  Prefumption  of  our  Enemies, 
and  may  render  their  Attack  irrefiftible.  And  this 
I  mufr.  particularly  recommend  to  fome  amongft  us, 
who  have  always  feemed  a  little  too  fond  of  nego- 
tiating. 

c  As  to  the  Negotiation  now  before  us,  Sir,  or 
rather  a  Treaty  towards  a  Negotiation,  I  (hall  readily 
admit,  that  what  is  called  the  Object  of  this  Treaty  is 
a  right  one,  and  fuch  a  one  as  all  Europe,  except 
France,  and  more  particularly  Germany,  ought  to  wifh 
for ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  I  muft  deny  its  being  an 
Object  that  we  ought  to  pay  for ;  and  though  it  may 
be  attainable,  I  think,  that  our  agreeing  to  fuch  a 
Treaty  as  this,  is  the  very  worft  Method  that  can  be 
taken  for  attaining  it.  I  fay  the  very  worft.  Sir,  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  only  founded  upon  a  wrong  Principle, 
but,  in  my  Opinion,  it  will  defeat  the  very  End  we 
pretend  to  aim  at.  What  View  have  we,  Sir  f  What 
View  can  we  have  ?  I  am  fure  we  can  have  none,  as 
E?iglifimen,  to  intermeddle  in  the  Affairs  of  Europei 
unlefs  it  be  to  prevail,  as  far  as  we  can,  with  the 
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Anno  T75r.   Several  Powers  thereof  to  preferve  their  own  Inde* 
-M-    »>  pendency.     Shall  we  give  them  Money  to  do  fo?  Shall 
we  give  them  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace  to  do  fo  ? 
In  Time  of  War,  when  they  are  reduced  to  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  fighting  for  their  Independency,  we  muft 
give  Subfidies  to  fome  of  them,  becaufe  they  cannot 
put  their  Troops  in  Motion,  or  march  them  to  the 
general  Rendezvous  without  Subfidies  from  us.     But 
to  give  them  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace,    Sir,    in 
order  to  prevail  with  them  to  take  fuch  Meafures,  as 
they  themfelves  muft  think  neceffary  for  preferving 
their  own  Independency,  would  be  a  moil  ridiculous 
Cuftom,  a  Cuftom  we  muft  not  lead  them  into,  be- 
caufe it  would  lead  us  into  an  Expence  we  cannot 
poffibly  bear.     The  Cafe  is  very  different  with  regard . 
to  France ■,  Sir :  The  Views  of  the  French  Court  are 
very  different  from  ours  :  Their  Views  are  to  fubdue, 
to  deftroy  the   Independency  of   their  Neighbours  : 
They  muft  give  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace  as  well 
as  War,  in  order  to  tempt,  by  a  prefent  Intereft,  fuch 
as  will  be  fo  tempted,  to  neglect  their  future.     This 
Difference  is  fo  manifeft,  and  fo  well  underftood  by 
all  the  Courts  of  Europe^  that  if  we  begin  to  give 
Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace,  they  will  begin  to  fufpecfc 
that  we  have  fome  other  Views  than  thole  we  fhould 
have  as  Englijhmen :  They  will  begin  to  fufpecl:  that 
©ur  Views  are  not  for  preferving  their  Independency  ; 
but  that  we  have  at  laft  begun  to  contend  with  France, 
which  of  us  two  fhall  render  them  dependent.     Such 
a  Jealoufy  might  not,  perhaps,  prevent  their  accept- 
ing our  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace,  but  it  would 
prevent  their  doing  any  thing  in  Confideration  of  thofe 
Subfidies  ;  and   in  cafe  of  a  War,  it  would  probably 
induce  them  to  join  with  France  againft  us  ;  for  if 
they  muft  chufe  an  abfolute  Mafter,  I  am  afraid,  that. 
molt  of  them  would  rather  chufe  the  King  of  France^ 
than  either  the  King  of  Greaf-Bfitain  or  the  Emperor 
■of  Germany. 

c  From  hence  Gentlemen  may  fee,  Sir,  that  this 
Treaty  is  more  likely  to  defeat  than  to  forward  the 
Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans.  If  the  electoral 
Princes  of  Germany  think  that  an  immediate  Election 
is  neceffary  for  their  Safety,  they  will  proceed  to  it 

directly, 
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directly,  without  any  Subfidy  from  us,  hor  would  all   Anna  17*!* 
the  Subfidies  France  could  give,  prevent  their  doing 
fo.     If  they  do  not  think  fuch  an  Election  neceffary 
for  their  Safety  $  they  will  of  courfe  fufpect,  that  we 
have  fome  fecret  View  in  putting  ourfelves  to  fuch  a 
monftrous  Expence  for  the  Sake  of  expediting  that 
Election ;  and  if  we  confider  the  prefent  Difputes  in 
Germany ,  and  the  many  others  that  may  foon  be  brought 
upon  the  Carpet,  we  may  fuppofe,  that  France  will 
not  be  at  a  Lofs  to  furnifh  fome  of  the  Princes  of 
Germany  with  probable  Grounds  for  harbouring  fuch  a 
Sufpicion.     I  have  faid,  Sir,  a  monftrous   Expence^ 
becaufe,  if  we  are  refolved  to  attain  the  Object  of  this 
Treaty*  I  am  very  fure,  that  this  Subfidy  to  Bavaria 
Is  not  the  only  one  we  itiuft  grant;    for  when  the 
Ele6tors  of  Germany  find  that  Money  is  a  going,  they 
will,  like  other  Electors,  all  put  in  for  a  Share.    The 
Elector   of  Stixony  has,   upon    this  Consideration,  as 
good  a  Right  to  a  Subfidy  as  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  t 
As  he  has  now  two  Daughters  married  into  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  it  may  be  faid  to  be  as  necefTay  to  buy  him 
off  from  that  Houfe,  as  it  was  to  buy  ofF  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria;  and  as  he  is  likewife  one  of  the  Vicars 
of  the  Empire*    and  an  indifputed  one  too,    which 
Bavaria  is  not,  he  may  infift  upon  as  large  a  Subfidy. 
Perhaps  the  Queen  of  Hungary  may  be  induced  to  vote 
for  her  own  Son  without  a  Subfidy;  but  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  neceflary  to  grant  Subfidies  to  every  one  of 
the   ecclefiaftical  Electors  ;    and  as  to  the   King  of 
PruJJia  and  Elector  Palatine,  they  may  perhaps  do  us 
the  Favour  to  fave  us  our  Money,  by  refufing  ouf 
Subfidy.     Neverthelefs,  it  will,  without  Doubt,  coft 
us  a  verv  large  Sum  of  Money ;  and  when  we  have 
thus  peniioned  all  the  Electors  that  will  accept  of  our 
Money,  how  are  We  fure  that  they  will  not  find  Pre- 
tences for  putting  off  the  Election  until  the  furl  Term 
of  their  Subfidy  be  expired,  on  Purpofe  that  we  may 
be  obliged  to  renew  the  Term,  and  fo  from  Term  to 
Term  till  the  prefent  Emperor's  Death,  when  they 
would  be  obliged  to  proceed  to  an  Election,  though 
we  had  never  granted  a  Shilling  ?  and  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  all  the  Sums  we  had  paid  would  then  have" 
very  little  Influence  upon  the  Election, 
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Anno  1751.  c  Thus  it  is  evident,  I  think,  Sir,  that  the  Treaty 
now  under  Confideration  is  one  of  the  worft  Methods 
we  could  have  chofen,  for  attaining  the  End  we  aim 
at ;  and  though  the  End  be  in  the  main  a  good  one, 
yet  I  do  not  think  it  is  of  fuch  Confequence  as  has 
been  reprefented.  The  Laws  of  the  Empire  are  the 
fame  during  a  Vacancy  as  during  a  Plenitude  of  the 
Imperial  Throne  :  A  Prince  may  be  put  to  the  Ban  by 
the  Vicars  of  the  Empire,  as  well  as  by  the  Emperor 
himfelf ;  and  we  know  that  the  Family  of  Bavaria 
joined  with  France  againft  the  Emperor  and  Empire  in 
the  War  in  Queen  Anne's  Reign  ;  therefore  the  inter- 
nal Tranquillity  of  Germany  does  not  fo  much  depend 
upon  the  Imperial  Throne's  being  full,  as  upon  the 
Concord  and  Unity  of  the  feveral  Members  of  that 
great  Body,  which  is  more  likely  to  be  interrupted 
than  cemented  by  precipitating  the  Election  of  a  King 
of  the  Romans,  efpeciaily  when  it  is  done  by  Methods 
not  altogether  agreeable  to  the  fundamental  Laws  of 
the  Empire ;  for  whatever  we  may  think  in  this 
Country,  where  Bribery  at  Elections  feems  to  be 
grown  familiar  to  us,  a  Subfidy  granted  profeffedly, 
though  not  exprefsly,  in  Confideration  of  chufing  fuch 
a  one  King  of  the  Romans,  and  at  fuch  a  Time  as  we 
fhall  defire,  will  in  other  Countries  be  looked  on  as  a 
Sort  of  Bribery.  Even  here  in  this  Country,  we 
know  by  Experience,  that,  though  a  Peniion  or  Gra- 
tuity may  not  corrupt  the  Heart,  it  will  confound  the 
Head  5  though  it  may  not  be  able  to  force  the  Will, 
it  does  commonly  bias  the  Judgment  of  a  Voter. 
Therefore,  fuppofing  we  mould  fucceed  in  getting  the 
Archduke  Jofeph  chofen  King  of  the  Romans  by  a 
Majority  of  the  Electors,  for  that  he  will  be  unani- 
mously chofen  I  very  much  queftion,  it  will  be  fo  far 
from  fecuring  the  Peace  of  Europe,  or  the  internal 
Tranquillity  of  Germany,  that  it  will  furnifh  France 
with  a  plautible  Pretence,  as  Guarantee  of  the  Treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  for  re-commencing  the  War,  even  in 
the  prefent  Emperor's  Life- time,  as  foon  as  a  proper 
Opportunity  offers,  in  which  War  me  will  certainly 
be  joined  by  thofe  Princes  of  the  Empire,  who  declared 
againft  the  Election,  and  perhaps  by  this  very  Family, 
to  whom  we  are  now  to  grant  a  Subfidy. 
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c  If  the  Family  of  Bavaria,  Sir,  have  really  ah  an-    Anno  17s1- 
doned  the  French  Intereft  :     If  their  late   Sufferings 
have  opened  their  Eyes,  and  made  them  fee,  that  their 
true  Intereft   is    connected  with  the  Intereft  of  the 
common  Caufe  of  Europe,  they  will  concur  in  elect- 
ing the  Archduke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Remans,  with- 
out any  Subfidy;  and  confequently,  our  granting  a 
Subfidy  muft  be  unneceffary :  It  muft  be  downright 
Profufion.     But  this  Treaty,  I  much  fufpect,  is  nei- 
ther a  Britifn,  nor  a  Ger?nan,  nor  a  Hanoverian  Mea- 
fure  :  I   am  afraid   it  is   a  French  Meafure.     By  this 
Subfidy  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  will  repair  his  {battered 
Circumftances ;  and  when  he  has  done  fo,  I  am  afraid 
he  will  be  as  ready  as  any  of  his  Anceftors  to  join  with 
the  French  in  attacking-  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.     This, 
Sir,  is  no  chimerical  Apprehenfion :  It  is  founded  upon 
Experience :    His   Grandfather    fufFered    feverely   by 
joining  with  the  French  in  Queen  Anne's  Time  ;  and 
by  his  fuffering  the  Family  might  have  learned  what 
was  to  be  expected  from  their  joining  with  the  Ene- 
mies of  their  Country  ;  yet  his  Father,  as  foon  as  he 
thought  he  had  got  an  Opportunity,  played  the  fame 
Game,  and  by  a  juft  Retribution  of  Providence  met 
with  much  the  fame  Ghaftiibment.     This  Behaviour 
of  the  Father's  did  not  proceed  from  any  blind  Attach- 
ment he  had  to  the  French  Intereft  :  It  proceeded  from 
the  Claims  he  had  upon  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  ;  and  as 
thofe  Claims  neither  have  been,  nor  can  be  fatisfied, 
we  have  fome  Reafon  to  expect  the  fame  Behaviour,  if 
any  future  Circumftance  of  Europe  mould  furnim  that 
Family  with  an  Opportunity  which  they  may  with 
any  probable  Succefs  lay  hold  of.     Such  a  Circum- 
ftance it  is  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Aiifiria,  and 
indeed  of  every  other  Prince  of  the  Empire,  to  guard 
againft  with  the  utmoft   Caution  ;  but  it  cannot  be 
done  by  us :   All  we  can  do,  is  to  fave  as  much  Money 
as  we  can  in  Time  of  Peace,  and  before  any  fuch  Cir- 
cumftance happens,  that  we  may  be  able  to  give  the 
greater  Afliftance  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria,  in  cafe  it 
fhould  happen  ;  for  I  mall  moft  readily  agree,  that  it 
is  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation  to  do  all  we  can,   with- 
out ruining  ourfelves,  for  preferving  the  Power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Ati/lria, 
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Anno  175*;  <  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  is  our  Intereft ;  but  as  we  hav£ 
for  many  Years  been  fluctuating  in  our  Measures* 
I  doubt  much  if  this  Intereft  will  be  more  uniformly 
purfued  in  Time  to  come,  than  it  has  been  in  Time 
paft.  The  famous  Treaty  of  Hanover ,  in  1725,  was 
a  moft  remarkable  Deviation  from  this  Intereft.  In- 
ftead  of  preferving  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria, 
our  Minifters  then  endeavoured  to  propagate  the  Doc- 
trine abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  that  the  Power  of  the 
Houfe  ofAu/lria  was  become  formidable  to  the  Liberties 
of  Europe,  and  that  for  preferving  a  Balance  of  Power, 
it  was  become  neceffary  to  reduce  the  Power  of  that 
Houfe.  But  in  1731  we  departed  from  this  new  Doc- 
trine, and  fo  far  from  thinking  any  more  of  reducing  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  we  entered  into  a 
moft  folemn  Engagement  for  preferving  it  entire,  not 
only  to  the  then  Emperor,  but  to  his  Heirs  female  as 
well  as  male ;  and  all  this  without  taking  the  leaft  Care 
about  preferving  the  Peace  of  Ger?nany,  in  cafe  the 
Emperor  fhould  die  without  Heirs  male.  But  this 
Humour  we  did  not  long  continue  in;  for  in  1734 
we  allowed  the  Emperor  to  be  attacked  by  France  and 
Spain,  without  giving  him  any  Affiftance,  though  at 
that  Time  our  own  particular  Intereft,  as  well  as 
the  general  Intereft  of  Europe,  required  our  joining 
him  in  that  War  with  all  our  Might.  I  fay,  Sir,  our 
own  particular  Intereft;  for  the  Treatment  we  had 
for  Years  before  met  with  from  Spain,  and  the  bad 
Succefs  of  our  Commiflaries,  who  had  been  appointed 
in  Purfuance  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  had  convinced 
us,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  fettle  our  Difputes  with 
that  Nation  in  an  amicable  Way ;  and  we  had  like- 
wife  feveral  Difputes  with  France,  which,  though 
then  lurking  under  the  Afhes  of  our  Puiillanimity, 
we  might  have  forefeen,  would  at  laft  break  out  into 
a  Flame.  Both  thefe  Difputes  we  had  then  a  fair 
Opportunity  for  fettling  to  our  own  Liking ;  for,  not- 
withstanding the  Neutrality  of  the  Dutch,  if  we  had 
joined  in  that  War  with  our  whole  Force,  I  believe, 
no  one  will  doubt,  that  a  vigorous  and  clofe  Confe- 
deracy between  Mufcovy,  Poland,  the  Emperor  and 
Empire,  and  Great-Britain,  might  not  in  all  human 
'  Probability  have  given  the  Law  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon* 

But 
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But  why  fhould  I  talk  of  the  probable  Succefs  of  a  Anno  1751* 
War,  which,  I  am  convinced,  would  not  have  hap-  " 
pened  ?  The  old  cautious  Cardinal  would  not  have 
attacked  the  Emperor,  nor  would  the  King  of  Sardinia 
have  joined  in  the  Attack,  if  they  had  not  been  pre- 
vioufly  allured,  that  Great-Britain  would,  in  Breach 
of  Engagements  fo  lately  entered  into,  remain  a  paf- 
five  and  unconcerned  Beholder  of  the  Diftrefs  of  her 
Ally  the  Emperor. 

c  It  was  our  Pamvity  at  that  Time,  Sir,  that  laid 
the  Foundation  of  the  laft  War,  and  of  all  the  Mif- 
fortunes  that  have  fince  been  brought  upon  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria.  The  Powers  upon  the  Continent,  and 
particularly  the  Princes  of  Germany,  had  formed  fuch 
a  defpicable  Opinion  of  our  Conduct,  that  upon  the 
Death  of  the  Emperor  it  became  eafy  for  the  French 
to  form  a  Confederacy  againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary  , 
and  impoffible  for  her  to  form  any  Confederacy  for  her 
Support;  and  if  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  not  acted 
a  more  bold  and  refolute  Part  than  we  did  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  that  War,  that  Princefs  muft  have  offered  a 
Carte  Blanche  to  the  French,  before  me  received  any 
effectual  Amftance  from  us.  Nay,  notwithftanding 
the  Wonders  performed  by  her  brave  Hungarians,  I 
am  apt  to  believe,  that  her  Safety  was  chiefly  owing  to 
the  Fears  the  French  were  under  of  raifing  the  Power 
of  Bavaria  too  high  in  Germany,  and  that  of  Spain  too 
high  in  Italy.  The  French  are  wife  enough  to  know, 
that  the  Friendfhip  of  Princes  does  not  depend  upon 
Services  performed,  but  upon  thofe  that  are  to  be  per- 
formed ;  and  they  forefaw,  that  if  the  Houfes  of 
Bavaria  and  Spain  mould  be  raifed  fo  high,  and  all 
Rivalfhip  taken  away,  by  depriving  the  former  of  all 
Dominion  in  Italy,  they  would  probably  join  together 
for  reducing  the  Power  of  France,  as  foon  as  the  latter 
had  loft  all  Hopes  of  fucceeding  to  that  Crown.  For 
this  Reafon  they  would  gladly  have  come  to  a  Com- 
promife  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  would  have 
left  her  a  confiderable  Part  of  her  Dominions  both  in 
Germany  and  Italy ;  but  as  (lie  difdained  to  fubmit  to 
any  Compromife,  it  difconcerted  all  their  Schemes  ; 
and  after  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  her  and  Prujfiay 
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Anno  1 75 1.    it  was  not  in  their  Power  to  force  her  to  a  Compro- 
"  mife,  or  to  ftrip  her  of  her  Dominions. 

6  Thus,  Sir,  ever  fince  the  Year  1725,  or  rather 
ever  fince  the  Year  1720,  our  Politicks  have  been 
fluctuating  between  pulling  down  and  preferving  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria :  I  wifh  they  may  do 
{o  no  longer ;  but  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  Power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  depends,  in  a  great  Meafure, 
upon  the  Union  of  the  Germanic  Body,  which  Union 
will  be  difTolved  the  Moment  we  begin  to  fupport  that 
Houfe  in  any  Acts  of  Injuftice,  or  any  Encroach- 
ments upon  the  Conftitution  and  Liberties  of  the 
Empire,  efpecially  the  free  Choice  of  an  Emperor. 
In  my  Opinion,  it  is  for  the  Intereft  of  Germany  to 
have  the  Archduke  Jofeph  chofen  King  of  the  Ro?nans 
as  foon  as  poffible,  and  this  feems  to  be  the  Opinion 
of  moit.  Gentlemen  that  hear  me  ;  but  our  Opinion 
iignifies  nothing  •  It  muft  be  the  Opinion  of  the  elec- 
toral Princes  of  Germany,  otherwife  it  cannot  be  free- 
ly or  fairly  done ;  and  it  muft  be  Arguments,  not 
Subfidies,  that  can  lead  them  into  this  Opinion. 
Thefe  Arguments  the  Court  of  Vienna,  as  well  as  we, 
may  make  u(q  of,  for  reafoning  is  not  foliciting  ;  and 
at  a  Time  when  we  have  fuch  able  Minifters  at  all  the 
Courts  of  Germany,  fuppoilng  it  were  lawful,  we  can- 
not furely  {land  in  need  of  backing  their  Eloquence 
with  Bribes,  or  as  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman 
called  it,  a  Price.  I  am  forry  he  made  ufe  of  the 
Word  -,  for  it  locks  fo  much  like  buying  and  felling, 
that  it  may  bring  the  Election  and  the  Electors  into 
Contempt,  and  raife  the  Character  of  thofe  that  may 
oppofe  it,  which,  I  am  fure,  is  not  a  proper  Method 
for  rendering  it  effectual,  or  for  making  the  People, 
or,  if  you  pleafe,  the  Princes  of  Germany,  zealous 
and  unanimous  .in  its  Support;  and  nothing,  I  think, 
can  more  evidently  fhew  the  Impropriety  of  the 
Method  we  have  chofen,  than  this,  that  the  very  belt 
Advocates  for  it  cannot  fpeak  in  its  Favour,  without 
making  Ufe  of  fuch  Language  as  muft  tend  to  defeat 
the  End  they  aim  at.  Therefore,  I  hope,  the  Houfe 
will,  for  this  once,  concur  in  faving  their  Constituents 
'  a  little  Money,  which,  I  am  fare,  would  add  to  the 
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Character  of  this  AfTembly,  and  no  way  derogate  from   Anno  1751. 

the   Character  of  thofe  Electors,  that  may  hereafter 

concur  in  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans ;  for 

I  cannot  have  fo  mean  an  Opinion  of  the  electoral 

Princes  of  Germany,  as  to  apprehend,  that  they  would 

refufe  or  delay  doing  what  they  think  for  the  Intereft 

of  their  Country,  merely  becaufe  we    denied  giving 

them  Money  for  doing  it ;  and  as  little  can  I  fuppofe, 

that  they  would,  for  any  Sum  we  can  give,  agree  to 

do  what  they  thought  inconfiftent  with  the  Intereft  or 

Conftitution  of  their  Country. 

c  This  Subiidy  therefore,  Sir,  cannot  come  under 
that  Sort  of  CEconomy,  under  which  the  learned 
Gentleman  endeavoured  to  place  it.  It  is  not  laying 
out  a  fmall  prefent  Sum,  in  order  to  prevent  a  large 
future  Expence.  It  is  not  repairing  our  Houfe,  in 
order  to  prevent  its  tumbling  about  our  Ears,  or  re- 
pairing our  Dikes,  to  prevent  our  Eftates  being  over- 
flowed. But  it  is  giving  Money  to  one  for  doing 
what  he  would  do  without  our  Money,  if  he  thought 
it  his  Intereft  to  do  fo,  and  what  he  will  not  do, 
though  he  takes  our  Money,  if  he  does  not  think  it 
his  Intereft  to  do  fo.  Suppofe,  Sir,  that  I  had  a 
Houfe  at  one  End  of  the  Street,  and  a  Gentleman, 
who  had  a  Houfe  at  the  other,  fhould  come  to  me  and 
fay,  Sir,  your  Houfe  is  quite  out  of  Repair,  if  you 
do  not  prefently  repair  it,  it  will  tumble  about  your 
Ears  •,  but  as  you,  perhaps,  have  not  Money  to  re- 
pair it,  there  is  a  Sum  of  Money  for  vou,  and  you 
may  repair  it  at  what  Time,  and  in  what  Manner 
you  think  beft.  Should  not  I  have  Reafon  to  look 
upon  fuch  a  Man  as  a  Madman,  even  though  my 
Houfe  then  flood  in  need  of  Repair  ?  But  if  it  flood 
in  no  fuch  need  :  If  there  was  the  highefl  Probability 
that  it  would  ftand  in  no  need  of  any  Repair  for  twenty 
Years  to  come,  fhould  not  I  have  ftill  more  Reafon  to 
conclude,  that  none  but  a  Madman  would  throw  away 
his  Money  in  fuch  a  Manner  ? 

6  Sir,  if  we  mufl  give  Subfidies  to  foreign  Princes 
in  Time  of  Peace,  why  fhould  we  negledl  Denmark  P 
Surely,  the  King  of  Denmark  could  be  of  as  much 
Service  to  us  in  cafe  of  a  War  with  France  as  any 
Prince  of  the  Empire  -P   and,  I  believe,  we  may  as 

Y  4.  much 
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^ano  175x0  much  depend  on  his  Friendfhip  ;  therefore  I  was  fur-* 
W^-y~"-"~  prifed  how  we  came  to  lofe  him  in  the  late  War, 
I  fufpe£fc  our  Conduct  was  not  altogether  blamelefs 
in  that  Refpecl:.  In  the  Courts  of  all  Princes,  there 
is  generally  fome  one  Minifter,  whofe  Advice  is  of 
greater  Weight  than  that  of  all  the  reft.  Such  Mini- 
Tiers  muft  be  properly  applied  to,  when  any  great  Point 
is  to  be  gained ;  and  it  is  the  Duty  of  our  Minifters 
to  learn  where  to  apply,  and  how  to  apply  in  the  moll 
effectual  Manner  :  It  is  the  Duty  of  the  Minifters  we 
have  abroad,  to  acquire  this  Knowledge,  and  to  com? 
municate  it  to  our  Minifters  at  home.  Where  the 
Fault  lay,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  if  there  be  any  Prince 
in  Europe^  whofe  Friendfhip  we  ought  to  fecure  by  a 
Subfidy  in  Time  of  Peace,  it  is,  in  my  Opinion, 
Denmark',  and,  conficlering  the  prefent  Connection 
between  the  two  Courts,  I  mould  think  it  would  not 
be  difficult.  At  the  fame  Time,  I  am  far  from  fay- 
ing, that  fuch  a  Meafure  is  neceflary.  As  we  have 
nothing  in  View  but  the  general  Intereft  of  Europe^ 
we  muft  not  think  of  contending  with  France  in  grant-* 
Ing  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace.  If  Princes  will  be- 
come Penfioners,  and  for  fuch  a  mercenary  Considera- 
tion facrifice  their  Honour  and  the  future  Independency 
of  their  Crown,  we  muft  even  let  them  do  fo,  and 
refolve  to  fupport  our  own  Independency  without 
their  Afliftance,  which  we  mall  always  be  the  more 
able  to  do  in  Time  of  War,  the  more  frugal  wc  are 
in  Time  of  Peace;  and  for  this  Reafon,  if  there  were 
none  other,  I  muft  be  againft  the  prefent  Motion.' 

The  laft  who  fpoke  in  this  Debate,  was  William 
Pitty  Efq;  the  Purport  of  his  Speech  was  as  fol^ 
lows,  viz. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 

Wm-^a  Pitt,       t  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Noble  Lord  declare,  that 

*"V  even  in  his  Opinion  the  Object  of  this  Treaty  was 

a  right  one ;  for  if  it  be,  I  do  not  think  it  pcffible  to 

affign  a  good  Reafon  why  we  fhould  not  purfue  it,  or 

why  we  fhould  not   be    at   fome    little  Expence    in 

purfuirig    it ;    but,    fays  the   Noble    Lord,  this    is    a 

wrong  Method  of  purfuing  it,  becaufe  it  is  founded 

on  a  wrong  Principle,  and  becaufe  it  will  defeat  the 

.     *  End 
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End  we  aim  at.     As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Obje&ions,    Anno  1751. 
his  Lordfhip  feems  to  think,  that  we  ought  to  lay  it 
down  as  a  Maxim,  never  to  grant  any  Subfidies  in 
Time  of  Peace,  which  is  a  Maxim  I  cannot  approve 
of;  for  if  by  doing  fo  we  may  prevent  a  War,  it 
would,  in  my  Opinion,  be  the  Height  of  Wifdom ; 
becaufe  one  Year's  War  will  always  coft  us  more  than 
twenty  Years  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace.     What  are 
the  Caufes  of  War  ?  I  believe  it  will  be  allowed,  that 
War  muft  always  proceed  from  Ambition  or  Injuftice; 
and  never  can  proceed  from  either,  unlefs  the  Prince 
or  State  that  begins  the  War,  or  is  the  Caufe  of  its 
being  begun,    be  of  Opinion,    that  he  may  thereby 
fatisfy  his  Ambition,  or  fupport  his  Injuftice.     How 
is  the  forming  of  fuch  an  Opinion  to  be  prevented  ? 
Surely,  by  having  a  clofe  Confederacy  among  thofe 
that  are  peaceably  inclined,    and  an  Army  ready  to 
repel  any  Attack  ;  and  if  there  be  any  Member  of  that 
Confederacy   that  can    furni(h  Troops,    but  cannot 
fpare  the  Expence  of  keeping  them  in  continual  Pay, 
the  other  Members  of  the  Confederacy  muft  affift  him 
even  in  Time  of  Peace  to  do  fo ;  for  if  they  have  no 
Army  ready,  the  chief  Members  of  the  Confederacy 
may  be  fwallowed  up  before  the  reft  can  come  to  their 
Affiftance.     It  was   by  this  Neglect,  that  France  got 
fo  many  Advantages  in  the  laft  Century ;  for  they  had 
always  a  great  Army  ready,  and  they  made  ufe  of 
that  Army  every  now  and  then  to  extend  their  Con- 
quefts ;  becaufe  they  knew  that  there  was  no  Confe- 
deracy properly  formed,  nor  any  Army  ready  to  pre- 
vent or  oppofe  their  ambitious  Schemes.     It  was  by 
this  Neglecl:,    that  they   got  peaceable  PofTeffion  of 
Spain  in  the  Beginning  of  the  prefent  Century  ;  for 
if  there  had  been  a  Confederacy  properly  formed,  and 
an  Army  ready  to  have  entered  upon  Action,  I  be- 
lieve, neither  the  Dutch  nor  we  would  ever  have  ac- 
knowledged Philip  as  King  of  Spain  ;  nor  would  they 
have  ventured  to  have  fent  fuch  a  Body  of  their  Troops 
into  that  Kingdom.     What  happened  at  that  Time, 
plainly  mews,  how  ridiculous  it  is  to  make  Treaties 
or   Regulations   for  preferving  the  Peace  of  Europe, 
unlefs  a  fufficient  Army  be  kept  in  Readinefs  for  en- 
forcing the  Obfervance  of  them. 

*  As 
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Anno  175 1.  «  As  to  the  Peace  of  Europe,  Sir,  I  find  the  Noble 
Lord  feems  to  doubt  whether  it  be  our  Intereft  to  pre- 
ferve  it,  and  I  mould  join  with  him,  if  I  thought, 
that  any  War  could  now  happen  in  Europe,  without 
endangering  the  Balance  of  Power;  but  even  his 
Lordfhip  acknowledges,  that  it  is  our  Intereft  to  pre- 
vent its  being  in  the  Power  of  any  Prince  upon  the 
Continent  to  render  all  the  reft  dependent  upon  him ; 
and  as  this  may  now  be  the  Confequence  of  any  War 
that  does  happen,  I  muft  be  of  Opinion,  that,  even 
as  a  trading  Nation,  it  is  our  Intereft  to  endeavour 
all  we  can  to  preferve  the  Peace  of  Europe,  becaufe  it 
is  fafer  and  better  for  us  to  contend  in  Peace  for  the 
Balance  of  Trade,  than  to  contend  in  War  for  the 
Balance  of  Power.  In  a  pacific  Contention  for  Trade 
we  have  many  natural  Advantages,  and  as  the 
Events  do  not  depend  upon  Chance,  nor  upon  the 
Conduct  of  any  but  ourfelves,  we  may  make  fure  of 
Victory,  if  it  is  not  our  own  Fault ;  but  in  a  warlike 
Contention  for  Power  with  any  Prince  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, we  muft  always  labour  under  the  Difadvantage 
of  the  War's  being  more  expenfive  to  us  than  to  him, 
and  as  every  Event  depends  not  only  upon  Chance, 
but  upon  the  Conduct  of  our  Allies,  no  Conduct  of 
ours  can  fecure  us  the  Victory. 

'  It  is  evident  therefore,  Sir,  that  it  is  our  Intereft 
to  have  the  Peace  of  Europe  preferved,  and  as  we  can- 
not do  this  by  ourfelves  alone,  we  muft  unite  with 
thofe  Powers  upon  the  Continent,  who  are  the  leaft 
to  be  fufpected  of  forming  ambitious  Projects,  or  of 
making  unjuft  Encroachments  upon  their  Neigh- 
bours ;  and  fuch  we  muft  reckon  the  Dutch,  and  the 
Empire  of  Germany,  both  from  the  Experience  of 
their  late  Conduct,  and  from  the  Nature  of  their  Form 
of  Government.  Thefe  are  our  molt  proper,  our  moft 
natural  Allies  ;  and  it  is  our  Bufinefs  to  contribute, 
as  much  as  we  can,  towards  their  being  ufeful  Allies, 
that  is  to  fay,  towards  their  being  in  a  Condition  to 
act  with  Vigour.  Experience  has  fhewn,  that  the 
Dutch  act  with  moft  Vigour  under  a  Stadtholder, 
which  Condition  Fortune  has  put  them  into,  I  be- 
lieve, without  much  of  our  Affiftance.  Will  any 
Gentleman  fay,  that  the  Empire  of  Germany  is  in  a 

Condition 
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Condition  to  a&  with  fuch  Vigour  when  the  Imperial  Anno  1751. 
Throne  is  vacant,  as  when  it  is  full  ?  The  Laws  of 
the  Empire,  I  own,  are  the  fame  in  both  Cafes. 
But  can  it  be  faid,  that  it  is  as  eafy  to  carry  them 
into  Execution  in  the  one  Cafe  as  the  other  ?  Did  we 
ever  hear  of  any  one's  being  put  to  the  Ban  of  the 
Empire  under  the  Vicars  ?  Has  not  the  Empire  al- 
ways been  in  Confufion,  and  the  Laws  without  Effect, 
during  a  Vacancv  of  the  Imperial  Throne  ?  Is  it  not, 
therefore,  our  Intereft  to  prevent  the  Empire's  being 
in  that  Condition,  if  poffible  ?  This  is  fo  evident* 
that  the  Noble  Lord  himfelf  v/as  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge the  Rectitude  of  the  Object  of  this  Treaty. 
But,  fays  he,  the  electoral  Princes  of  the  Empire 
will,  for  their  own  Sakes,  provide  againft  this  Event : 
Their  own  Intereft  will  induce  them  to  do  fo  without 
any  Subfidy  from  us.  Sir,  have  we  not  had  a  very- 
late,  and  a  very  fatal  Example  to  the  contrary  ?  Moft 
People,  I  fhall  allow,  are  governed  by  their  Intereft  j 
but  they  often  miftake  their  Intereft,  and  are  often 
fo  blinded  by  a  trifling  immediate  Intereft,  as  to  acl 
in  direct  Oppofition  to  a  much  more  confiderable 
Intereft  that  is  remote.  Self-Intereft  is  not  therefore 
always  to  be  trufted  to  -,  and  a  very  confummate  Poli- 
tician of  the  laft  Age,  who  was  concerned  in  many 
foreign  Negotiations,  has  told  us,  that  we  are  never 
to  judge  of  what  a  Court  will  do,  from  confidering 
what  it  is  their  Intereft  to  do.  For  this  Reafon,  in 
Oppofition  to  the  Noble  Lord's  Maxim,  I  muft  lay 
it  down  as  a  Maxim,  that  it  may  be  often  neceftaiy 
for  us  to  give  Subfidies  in  Time  of  Peace,  in  order  to 
form  and  keep  united  a  proper  Confederacy  for  pre- 
venting a  War ;  and  for  this  Purpofe  nothing  can  at 
prefent  be  fo  effectual  as  that  of  getting  the  Archduke 
Jofeph  chofen  King  of  the  Romans. 

c  This,  Sir,  wTill  eftabiifh  the  Peace  and  reftore 
the  Vigour  of  the  Germanic  Body.  It  will  make  an- 
other Prince  of  the  Empire  much  more  tractable  ;  and 
if  we  can  prevail  with  the  Court  of  Vienna  to  lay 
afide  all  Defigns  of  revindicating,  it  will  fo  firmly 
unite  that  great  Bodyr  that  we  can  have  nothing  to 
fear  for  many  Years  to  come,  efpecially  as  another 
great  Empire  is  now,  and  likely  to  remain,  in  clofe 
5  Con- 


f    33*    3 

Anno  1751.  Confederacy  with  the  Houfe  of  Aujlrta.  By  thefe 
Means,  Sir,  we  fhall  have  a  moil  powerful  Confede- 
racy formed  for  preferving  the  Peace  of  Europe ;  but 
then  this  Confederacy,  great  as  it  is,  will  fignify  no- 
thing againft  a  fudden  Attack,  unlefs  numerous  Ar- 
mies be  kept  in  continual  Pay ;  and  as  the  Houfe  of 
Aujlria  muft  employ  moft  of  its  Troops  in  Hungary 
and  Italy,  2.  great  Part  of  thofe  Armies  muft  be  kept 
on  foot  by  the  other  Princes  of  the  Empire,  who  are 
not  able  to  do  fo  without  fome  AiBftance  from  the 
Dutch  and  us  ;  which  is  another  Reafon,  that  may 
often  render  it  necefTary  for  us  to  give  Subudies  even 
in  Time  of  Peace.  Surely,  it  is  more  prudent  in  us 
to  grant  Subfidies  to  foreign  Princes,  for  keeping  up 
a  Number  of  Troops  for  the  Service  of  the  common 
Caufe  of  Europe,  than  to  keep  fuch  numerous  Armies 
of  our  own  here  at  home,  as  might  be  of  the  moft 
dangerous  Confequence  to  our  Conftitution ;  and  if 
by  this  Means  we  can  fecure  their  Concurrence  in  any 
other  Meafure,  that  may  be  necefTary  for  preferving 
the  Balance  of  Power,  do  not  we  thereby  gain  a 
double  Advantage  ? 

c  Whether  it  may  or  may  not  be  neceflary  to  grant 
any  more  Subfidies  upon  this  Occafion,  is  what  I  mail 
not  pretend  to  foretel.  But  if  it  mould  be  necefTary, 
and  we  mould  thereby  get  the  Archduke  Jofeph  chofen 
King  of  the  Romans,  and  a  Number  of  good  Troops 
kept  always  ready  at  our  Call,  I  fhall  think  the  Mo- 
ney well  beftowed.  I  am  very  fure,  his  Majefty  will 
not  put  his  People  to  any  further  Charge  upon  this 
Head,  unlefs  he  fees  it  absolutely  necefTary;  and  if  I 
fhould  then  happen  to  be  of  a  different  Opinion,  it 
will  be  with  the  utmoft  Diffidence  that  I  mall  declare 
it.  But,  Sir,  I  can  never  be  of  the  Opinion,  which 
fome  Gentlemen  (tern  to  be  of,  that  it  is  impractica- 
ble to  get  the  Archduke  chofen  King  cf  the  Romans 
whilft  his  Father  is  alive  and  in  good  Health,  becaufe 
of  its  being,  as  they  fay,  contrary  to  the  Conftitution 
of  the  Empire,  I  am,  indeed,  furprifed  to  hear  fuch 
a  Doclrine  advanced  by  any  Gentleman  who  has  read 
the  Hiftory  of  Germany.  The  Golden  Bull  is  fo  far 
from  laying  any  Restraint  upon  the  Election  of  a 
King  of  the  Romans  during  the  Life  of  a  reigning 
3  Emperor., 
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Emperor,  that  it  provides  exprefsly,  and  in  the  rnofi  Anno  1751, 
general  Terms,  the  Form  and  Method  to  be  obferved  ' 
in  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  or  an  Em- 
peror; and  it  feems  to  direct,  that,  in  Cafe  of  the 
Death  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  another  fhould  be 
prefently  chofen ;  for  it  fays,  the  Archbifhop  of  Mentz, 
having  certain  News  of  the  Death  of  the  Emperor, 
or  of  the  King  of  the  Romans,  fhall,  in  a  Month's  Time, 
give  Notice  of  it  to  the  Electors,  and  if  he  fhould 
neglect,  then  the  Electors  fhall  in  three  Months  re- 
pair to  Frankfort  to  chufe  an  Emperor,  or  a  King  of  the 
Romans.  In  the  whole  of  it  there  is  not  fo  much  as 
a  Word,  that  tends  towards  confining  the  Election  of 
a  King  of  the  Romans  to  the  Death,  Sicknefs,  or  In- 
capacity of  the  reigning  Emperor  ;  and  the  Latitude, 
which  the  Electors  have  in  this  Refpect,  has  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Practice  ever  fmce :  Nay,  Charles  IV. 
the  Author  of  the  Golden  Bull,  got  his  Son  Wenccflaui 
chofen  King  of  the  Romans,  fome  Years  after  that 
Law  had  been  eftabliihed  ;  and  however  inconfiftent 
Bribery  may  now  be  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
Empire,  or  how  the  Electors  then  explained  the  Oath 
they  took  at  the  Election,  we  are  allured,  that,  in 
order  to  obtain  that  Election  for  his  Son,  the  Empe- 
ror promifed,  and  afterwards  paid  to  each  of  them, 
100,000  Ducats  for  the  fame;  which  was  in  thofe 
Days  a  Sum  much  more  confiderablc  than  what  we 
are  by  this  Treaty  to  pay  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria. 
But  I  wonder  to  hear  Gentlemen  fuppofe,  that  this 
Money  is  to  be  paid  for  his  Vote  at  any  future  Elec- 
tion, when  it  is  fo  clear,  from  the  Words  of  the  Treaty, 
that  the  Money  is  to  be  paid  for  the  Troops,  which 
he  is  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  keeping  always  in 
Readinefs  for  our  Service.  It  is  true,  we  gain  this 
further  Advantage,  that  we  fhall  by  this  Treaty  re- 
ftore  the  ancient  Friendfhip  and  good  Correfpondence 
between  the  Houfes  of  Auftria  and  Bavaria ;  and 
though  Opinion  mufr.  always  be  determined  by  Argu- 
ments, yet,  I  hope,  the  Noble  Lord  will  allow,  that 
Arguments  are  heard  with  more  Attention,  and  come 
with  greater  Weight  from  a  Friend  than  from  an 
Enemy.  With  Regard  to  the  Election  of  a  King  of 
g^  p-w—   ^*refore^  we  ft^u  at  ieafl.  by  this  Treaty 

gain 
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Anno  1751.  gain  the  Favour  of  a  candid  Hearing  ;  and  whatever 
Opinion  I  have  of  our  Minifters  at  the  Courts  of 
Germany )  I  have  fo  good  an  Opinion  of  their  Caufe, 
that  Conviction  muft,  I  think,  be  the  Confequence  of 
a  candid  Hearing. 

c  This  Confederation,  Sir,  will  obviate  every  thing 
that  has  been  faid  for  mewing,  that  by  this  Treaty  we 
fhall  defeat  the  End  we  aim  at ;  for  as  this  Money  is 
not  to  be  paid  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  on  account 
of  his  concurring  in  the  Election  of  a  King  of  the 
Romans,  but  on  account  of  the  Troops  he  is  to  hold 
in  Readinefs  for  our  Service,  no  Elector  can  expect 
Money  from  us,  unlefs  we  mould  find  it  neceflary  to 
engage  more  Troops  ;  and  if  we  fhould,  I  hope  it 
will  be  done  :  I  am  fure,  it  may  be  done  without 
Danger  of  railing  a  Jealoufy,  that  we  have  any  Views 
but  fuch  as  we  ought  to  have  as  true  Englishmen,  And 
as  our  Renewal  of  this  Treaty  with  Bavaria,  or  of 
any  Treaty  we  may  hereafter  make  with  any  other 
Prince  of  the  Empire,  will  not  depend  upon  the 
Election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  but  upon  the 
NecefKty  we  may  or  may  not  then  think  ourfelves 
under  to  have  their  Troops  ready  at  our  Call ;  there- 
fore they  cannot,  upon  fuch  an  Account,  be  under 
any  Inducement  to  put  off  the  Election.  On  the 
contrary,  their  having  once  engaged  their  Troops  to 
us,  will  induce  them  to  bring  it  on  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble ;  becaufe  by  that  Engagement  they  declare  them- 
felves  Members  of  that  Confederacy,  which  is  formed 
for  preferring  the  Peace  of  Europe,  by  which  of  courfe 
they  expofe  themfelves  to  the  Refentment  of  thofe,  if 
there  be  any,  who  deflgn  to  difturb  the  Repofe  of 
Europe-,  and  confequently  they  muff,  for  their  own 
Safety,  endeavour  to  flrengthen  that  Confederacy,  of 
which  they  have  declared  themfelves  Members. 

c  As  to  Denmark,  Sir,  I  know  no  particular  Reafon 
why  we  fhould  grant  a  Subfidy  to  that  Crown,  rather 
than  to  any  other  Prince  that  can  furnifh  us  with  as 
good  Troops,  and  as  many  as  we  have  Occafion 
for;  and  the  Behaviour  of  that  Court  in  the  late  War 
cannot,  furely,  be  an  Argument  for  our  putting  our 
Trufl  in  them  a  fecond  Time.  But  that  Behaviour 
Was  not  owing  to  any  Mifconduct  m  us  :  We  were 

fairly 
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fairly  outbid  :  A  higher  Price  was  offered  from  an-  Anno  175; 
other  Quarter,  than  we  thought  the  Thing  to  be  pur- 
chafed  deferved  ;  and  thofe  who  had  then  the  Influ- 
ence at  that  Court,  thought  proper  to  prefer  the  pre- 
fent  Advantage  to  every  future  Confideration  ;  but  the 
King  himfelf  repented  fo  heartily  of  what  had  been 
done,  that  I  believe  it  haftened  his  Death.  And  lam 
very  fure,  if  we  had  engaged  to  give  him  what  was 
offered  by  our  Antagonift,  it  would  have  been  loudly 
exclaimed  againft  by  fome  Gentlemen  in  this  AfTem- 
bly,  who  never  ought  to  find  fault  with  our  refufing 
to  give,  becaufe  they  are  fo  ready  to  find  fault  with 
our  agreeing  to  give  a  Subfidy  to  any  foreign  Power, 
or  for  any  Confideration. 

c  With  fuch  Gentlemen,  Sir,  the  preventing  of 
future  Dangers,  or  the  preventing  of  a  vaft  future 
Expence,  is  never  admitted  as  an  Excufe  for  the  moft 
trifling  prefent  Expence ;  and  I  muft  obferve,  that 
what  the  Noble  Lord  faid  about  his  Neighbours  of- 
fering him  Money  to  repair  his  Houfe,  was  not  at  all 
appofite  to  the  prefent  Queflion.  To  have  made  it 
fo,  he  mould  have  fuppofed,  that  his  Neighbour's 
Houfe  was  adjoining  to  his,  and  that  the  Fail  of  the 
one  would  almoft  certainly  occafion  the  Fall  of  the 
other  ;  in  which  Cafe,  if  his  Neighbour  had  no  Way 
to  force  him  to  repair  his  Houfe,  it  would  be  Prudence 
in  him  to  repair  it  for  him,  rather  than  let  it  tumble, 
and  thereby  pull  his  own  Houfe  along  with  it.  Even 
this  does  not  come  up  to  the  Queflion  now  before  us  ; 
for  all  thofe  concerned  in  the  fame  Intereft  are  willing 
to  bear  as  great  a  Share  of  the  Expence  as  they  can  ; 
and  as  a  Vacancy  in  the  Imperial  Throne  is  now,  I 
may  fay,  the  only  Chance  againft  our  continuing  in 
Peace  for  a  great  Number  of  Years,  as  that  Vacancy, 
fhould  it  happen,  would  certainly  put  us  to  an  infinite 
Expence,  it  would  be  the  Height  of  Madnefs  in  us  to 
refufe  putting  ourfelves  to  a  fmall  Expence  for  pre- 
venting it.  If  by  fo  doing  we  can  get  the  Archduke 
chofen  King  of  the  Romans,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
before  a  new  War  happens,  we  fhall  be  able  to  get 
rid  of  a  great  Part  of  the  Debt  we  at  prefent  labour 
under. 

*  The 
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Mno  175 1>  c  The  confummate  Wifdom  of  an  Eton.  Gentle- 
man  near  me  has,  notwithftanding  a  moll  felfifh  Op- 
pofition,  brought  a  Scheme  to  bear,  that  in  a  very  few 
Years  will  greatly  increafe  our  Sinking  Fund.  By 
Means  of  that  Fund,  Sir,  by  GEconomy  in  out 
domeftic  Affairs,  and  by  making  the  moft  of  our  pub- 
lic Revenue,  we  mail  be  able  to  pay  off  a  very  large 
Sum  yearly ;  and  our  Ability  to  do  fo  will  increafe 
yearly  in  Proportion,  efpecially  if  we  take  proper 
Methods  to  put  an  End  to  all  Smuggling.  I  was  not 
in  the  Houfe  when  the  famous  Excife  Scheme  was 
brought  upon  the  Carpet :  If  I  had,  I  mould  proba- 
bly have  been  induced,  by  the  general,  but  groundlefs 
Clamour,  to  have  joined  with  thofe  that  oppofed  it ; 
but  I  have  of  late  feen  fo  much  of  the  Deceit  of  po- 
pular Clamours,  and  of  the  artful  Surmifes  upon 
which  they  are  generally  founded  ;  and  I  am  fo  fully 
convinced  of  the  Benefits  we  mould  reap  by  prevent- 
ing all  Sorts  of  unfair  Trade,  that  if  ever  any  fuch 
Scheme  be  again  offered,  whilft  I  have  a  Seat  in  this 
Affembly,  I  believe  I  fhail  be  as  heartily  for  it,  as  I 
am  for  the  Motion  now  under  Our  Confideration.' 

Upon  the  Qtieftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  for 
granting  the  Money  by  197  againft  74. 

On  the  cth  of  February^  175I5  Mr.  R.  Nugent 
moved  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  genera! 
Naturalization  of  foreign  Proteftants,  and  his  Motion 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  Proby  (now  Lord  Carysfort)  and 
Mr.  Alderman  Baker ,  and  after  fome  Debate,  the' 
Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative 
by  152  to  69,  whereupon  they  were  ordered  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  it  in  ;  and  it  was  on  the  14th  prefented 
by  Mr.  Nugent ,  then  read  a  hrft  Time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  Time.  On  the  20th  there  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  a  Petition  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City 
of  London,  in  Common  Council  affembled,  fetting 
forth  the  Danger  and  the  Inutility  of  a  general  Natu- 
ralization of  foreign  Proteftartts,  and  praying  that  the 
Bill  might  not  pafs  into  a  Law  ;  and  on  the  28th 
there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  a  Petition 
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of  the  feveral  Merchants,  Traders,  and  others  re-  Ahno  1751, 
Tiding  in  or  near  the  City  of  London,  whofe  Names 
were  thereunto  fubfcribed,  fettmg  forth  the  Advan- 
tages of  a  general  Naturalization,  and  praying  that 
the  Bill  might  pafs  into  a  Law ;  and  it  being  ordered 
that  the  Names  of  the  Subfcribers  might  be  read, 
Mr.  Sydenham  moved,  that  the  Clerk  might  read  each 
Man's  Name,  as  near  as  he  could,  as  it  was  pro- 
nounced in  the  Language  of  the  Country  the  Sub- 
fcriber  came  from,  or  belonged  to;  whereupon  it  ap- 
peared, that  many,  if  not  molt  of  the  Subfcribers 
were  Foreigners,  or  of  late  foreign  Extraction ;  after 
which  the  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  a  Motion 
made  for  its  being  committed,  on  which  a  long  De- 
bate enfued,  the  principal  Speakers  for  the  Commit- 
ment being,  Mr.  Proby,  Mr.  Harding,  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Horatio  Wal- 
pole,  fenior,  Mr.  JVilliam  Pitt,  Mr.  Nugent,  and  Sir 
William  Tonge ;  and  the  principal  Speakers  againft  it 
were,  Sir  John  Barnard,  Sir  Roger  Neivdigate,  Mr* 
Secretary  at  War,  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  Mr.  Morton, 
Mr.  J.  Lee,  and  General  Oglethorpe ;  but  upon  the 
Queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative 
by  146  to  81. 

Next  Day  a  Petition  was  prefented  againft  the  Bill 
from  the  Borough  of  Thetford,  and  March  4,  two 
Petitions  were  prefented  in  its  Favour,  one  from  the 
Mayor,  BurgefTes,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
Brijlol,  under  their  common  Seal ;  and  another  from 
the  Mailer,  Wardens,  Affiftants,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  Society  of  Merchants  Adventurers,  within  the 
City  of  Brijlol ;  and  on  the  8th  the  Houfe  refolved  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  on  the  faid  Bill,  and  after  feveral 
Debates  went  through  the  fame,  and  made  feveral 
Amendments,  which  they  ordered  to  be  reported  on 
the  Wednesday  following,  when  there  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  and  read  a  Petition  of  the  Merchants, 
principal  Inhabitants,  Tradefmen,  Manufacturers, 
and  Artificers  of  the  City  of  Brijlol,  whofe  Names 
were  thereunto  fubfcribed,  fetting  forth,  that  there 
were  not  more  than  forty  individual  Perfons  confent- 
ing  to  both  the  faid  Petitions  from  that  City  in  Favour 
of  the  Bill  ;  and  that  the  Petitioners,  who  were  fome 
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Anno  17  1.  of  the  moft  confiderable  Merchants,  Tradefmen,  and 
Artificers  within  the  faid  City,  were  no  ways  con- 
fulted  thereon,  or  privy  thereto ;  and  that  they  con- 
ceived, that  fhould  the  Bill  pafs  into  a  Law,  it  would 
be  prejudicial  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this 
Kingdom,  by  preventing  its  being  in  the  Power  of 
many  induftrious  Artificers  to  procure  a  fuifrcient 
Support  for  themfelves  and  Families,  and  of  confe- 
quence  increafing  the  Poors  Rates  j  that  the  In- 
troduction of  fuch  a  Number  of  Foreigners,  inftead 
of  being  a  Support  to  the  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment, 
might  endanger  the  Subverfion  of  our  Conftitution, 
and  that,  inftead  of  increafing  our  Manufactures,  it 
would  in  the  End  tend  greatly  to  their  Diminution, 
a:s  many  Foreigners  would  come  and  refide  amongft  us 
for  a  Time,  in  order  only  to  inform  themfelves  in  the 
Nature  of  the  feveral  Methods  and  Managements  of 
our  Manufacturers  and  Artificers,  and  after  having 
made  themfelves  Mailers  thereof,  return  again  into 
their  native  Countries,  and  there  carry  on,  or  affift  in 
carrying  on,  Manufactures  of  the  like  Kind  ;  there- 
fore they  prayed  that  the  Bill  might  not  pafs  into  a 
Law. 

However,  though  the  Bill  was  upon  the  Report 
warmly  oppofed,  and  feveral  Divifions  happened,  yet 
the  Queftion  was  always  carried  in  Favour  of  the  Bill 
by  a  great  Majority ;  and  on  the  15th  it  was  ordered 
to  be  ingrofTed,  and  to  be  read  a  third  Time  on  the 
Wednefday  Morning  following,  being  the  20th  -y  but 
the  Death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  happening  on  that 
Day,  the  third  Reading  of  the  Bill  was  put  off  till 
the  23d  ;  and  from  thence  to  April  the  16th  ;  and  in 
the  mean  Time  Petitions  having-  been  Drefented  againft 
it  from  Rochefter,  Southampton,  Oxford,  Salijbury^ 
Reading,  and  Gloucejier,  the  Ministers  did  not  think 
fit  to  infift  upon  having  fuch  an  unpopular  Bill  palled 
into  a  Law ;  therefore  on  that  Day,  when  the  Order 
of  the  Day  was  read,  and  a  Motion  made  for  reading 
the  Bill  the  third  Time,  the  Queftion  was  carried  iii 
the  Negative;  on  which  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Bill 
fhould  be  read  a  third  Time  on  that  Day  two  Months  $ 
and  though  the  Seffion  continued  till  after  that  Day, 
the  Bill  was  no  more  heard  of. 

Oil 
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On  the  iith  of  February,  1^51^  the  Mutiny  Bill  Anno  jjjt. 
Was  brought  in  by  Mr.  Thomas  Gore,  and  read.  Next 
Day  it  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ;  and  on  the  19th  the 
Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee, 
when  they  came  to  the  Claufes  for  enabling  general 
Courts-Martial  to  adminifter  an  Oath  to  the  Witnef- 
fes  at  any  Trials  and  for  obliging  the  Officers  pre* 
lent  at  any  Court-Martial,  to  take  the  following 
Oath,  viz. 

Tou  jhail  well  and  truly  try  and  determine,  according  to 
your  Evidence  of  the  Matter  now  before  you,  between  our 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King's  Majefy,  and  the  Prifoner  to 
be  tried. 

The  Earl  of  Egmont  propofed  by  way  of  Amend- 
ment, that  regimental  Courts-Martial  fhould  have 
the  fame  Power  to  adminifter  an  Oath  to  the  Witnef- 
fes,  and  that  the  above  Oath  fhould  be  taken  by  regi- 
mental as  well  as  general  Courts-Martial ;  but  this 
being  oppcfed,  it  occafioned  a  Debate,  in  which  the 
Amendment  was  fupported  by  Sir  Henry  Erfiine,  Ad- 
miral Vernon,  Mr.  Fazakerly,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  Colo- 
nel George  Townjhend,  Mr.  Henry  Bathurft,  and  Mr. 
Joddrel ;  and  it  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Secretary  at  War, 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  Admiral  Knowles,  Colonel  Conivay^ 
Lord  George  Sackville,  Lord  Hill/horougb,  and  Mr» 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  At  lad  the  Queftion 
being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  137 
to  74. 

On  the  26th,  the  Houfe  being  again  in  a  Commit- 
tee on  this  Bill,  another  long  Debate  enfued,  whether 
a  Revifion  of  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial  fhould 
ever  be  allowed,  that  is  to  fay,  whether  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  after  the  Court-Martial  has  pafled 
Sentence  of  Acquittal  or  Condemnation,  and  is  fepa- 
rated,  and  the  Sentence  reported  to  him,  which  is 
not  fometimes  for  Days  after,  fhould  have  it  in  his 
Power  to  order  them  to  meet  again,  and  confider, 
whether  they  ought  not  to  alter  their  Sentence.  The 
giving  of  fuch  a  Power  was  oppofed  by  Colonel  Leigh- 
ton,  Doctor  Lee,  Mr.  Fazakerly,  Mr.  Ofwald,  the 
Earl  of  Egmont,  Admiral  Vernon,  Mr.  Nugent ;  and  it 
was  pleaded  for  by  Mr.  Secretary  at  War,  Col.  Conway, 
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Anno  1751.  Mn  William  Pitt,  Lord  Hill/borough,  the  Lord-Advo- 
cate, Mr.  Charles  York,  and  the  Lord  Barrington.  At 
lad,  upon  the  Queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  for 
admitting  of  one  Revifion  by  137  to  74. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1751,  was  prefented  a  Pe- 
tition of  the  Comrniliioners  from  the  General  AfTem- 
bly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  which  was,  on  March 
7,  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  fetting  forth, 
That  great  Numbers  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  who  are  not  fufHciently  provided  for, 
could  not  bear  the  Expence  of  fuing  for  that  Aug- 
mentation which  they  are  by  Law  intitled  to ;  that 
the  Clergy  of  Scotland  fuffer  greatly  by  not  having 
their  Stipends  punctually  paid,  and  that  rigorous  Pro- 
fecutions  for  the  fame  alienate  the  Minds  of  their 
People  from  them  ;  that  in  Scotland  there  are  fundry 
Churches  fo  near  one  another,  and  the  Parifhes  fo 
fmall,  that  they  cannot  afford  a  fuitable  Maintenance 
to  their  refpecUve  Minifter,  and  many  other  Parifhes 
are  fo  extenfive,  as  to  be  too  great  a  Charge  for  any 
one  Minifter,  which  Parifhes  being  properly  united  or 
divided,  would  tend  very  much  to  the  Benefit  of  that 
Country ;  and  that  the  General  Affembly  having  taken 
thefe  Inconveniences  into  Consideration,  had  appointed 
the  Petitioners  their  Commifnoners  for  making  Appli- 
cation to  Parliament  for  Relief;  therefore  they  prayed 
fuch  Relief  in  the  PremifTes  as  to  the  Houfe  Ihould 
ieem  meet. 

This  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
"Table,  but  was  afterwards  referred  to  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  a  Committee;  and  on  April  11,  there  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read  a  Petition  of  yames 
Earl  of  Morton,  James  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  John  Earl 
of  Hopeioun,  Charles-Hope  IVier,  Robert  Dundafs,  and 
Archibald  Murray,  Efqrs.  on  Behalf  of  themfelves, 
and  great  Numbers  of  other  Noblemen,  Gentlemen, 
Freeholders,  and  Heritors  in  Scotland,  reciting  the 
Refolution  of  the  General  AfTembly  upon  this  Sub- 
ject, and  the  faid  Petition,  and  fetting  forth,  That 
although  this  Application  to  Parliament  was  voted  by 
a  Majority  of  the  General  AiTembly,  yet  the  Peti- 
tioners had  good  Grounds  to  believe,  that  the  fame 
was  come  into,  contrary  to  the  Opinion  and  Inclina- 
tion 
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tion  of  many  of  the  wifefb  and  mod  prudent  of  the  Anno  1751. 
Clergy  themfelves,  from  a  Senfe  of  the  many  fatal 
Confequences  they  forefaw  it  would  be  attended  with  ; 
and  that  great  Numbers  of  Noblemen,  &£.  in  Scot- 
land, looking  upon  this  Attempt  of  the  Clergy  to  be, 
in  feveral  Parts  of  it,  an  open  Attack  and  Violation 
of  their  Properties,  and  in  others  to  be  altogether  un- 
reafonable  and  unneceffary,  the  Heritors  [Landholders] 
of  the  greater!  Part  of  the  Counties  of  Scotland  came 
to  a  Refolution  to  oppofe  the  faid  Scheme,  and  en- 
trusted the  Conduct  of  fuch  Oppofition  with  the  Pe- 
titioners ;  and  further  alledging,  That  by  the  Laws  of 
Scotland^  a  very  fuhicient  and  ample  Provifion  was 
made  for  the  Maintenance  of  Ministers,  and  the  Aug* 
mentation  of  fuch  of  their  Stipends,  as  had  not  been 
legally  modified  and  fettled,  purfuant  to  the  Laws  in 
being,  and  for  the  due  Payment  of  Stipends,  and  the 
uniting  or  dividing  of  Parifhes  ;  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners were  convinced,  that  the  making  of  any  Inno- 
vations or  Alterations  in  the  Laws  relating  to  ary  of 
thofe  Particulars,  were  abfolutely  unneceffary,  and 
would  greatly  alarm  the  Minds,  and  diflurb  the  Peace, 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Part  of  the  united  King- 
dom ;  and  therefore  praying  to  be  heard,   &c. 

A  Difpute  being  thus  fet  on  foot  between  two  fuch 
great  Bodies  of  Men  as  the  Clergy  of  Scotland  on  one 
Side,  and  the  Landholders  on  the  other,  it  became  an 
Affair  of  very  great  Importance  ;  therefore  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  referred,  were  at  fo  great  Pains 
to  examine  ftrictly  into  the  Fails  contended,  that  they 
did  not  make  their  Report  till  May  24,  when  Colonel 
Haldane,  their  Chairman,  made  their  Report,  which 
.with  the  Appendix  was  ordered  to  be  printed;  and, 
June  3,  a  Motion  was  made  for  taking  it  into  Confi- 
guration the  5th,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
but  upon  putting  the  Queftion,  it  was  carried  in  the 
Negative ;  whereupon  it  was  refolved,  That  the  Houfe 
would  on  that  Day  two  Months  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid 
Report ;  which  put  an  End  to  this  Affair  for  lair.  Sef- 
fion  at  leaft,  to  the  great  Mortification  of  fome  of  the 
Clergy  of  Scotland,  who  depended  much  upon  the  In- 
tereft  they  had  at  Court. 
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Anno  17  $i-        On  the  fame  Day,   viz.  March  7,    1751,   an  Affair 
of  great  Confequence  was  brought  before  the  Houfe  ; 
being  a  Difpute  between  the  Britijh  Sugar  Colonies, 
and  the  Northern  Colonies,  which  was  thus  intro- 
duced :  March  7,  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read,  a  very  long  Petition  from  the  Merchants  of 
London  in  general,  and  of  the  Britijh  Sugar  Planters, 
Merchants,  and  others,  whofe  Names  were  thereunto 
fubfcribed,    in  Behalf  of  themfelves  and  all   others 
trading  to,  and  interefted  in  his  Majefty's  Sugar  Co- 
lonies, fetting  forth,  among  feveral  other  Complaints, 
That  the  Northern  Colonies  carried  on  a  Trade  not 
only  with  the  foreign  Settlements  in  America^  but  di- 
rectly with  France  and  Holland^  whereby  they  furnifhed 
themfelves  with  foreign  Sugar,  Rum,  MolaiTes,  and 
Manufactures  of  all  Kinds,  which  they  ought  to  have 
from  Great-Britain^  or  the  Britijh  Sugar  Colonies  only, 
and   fupplied  thofe   Countries    with   Lumber,    Naval 
Stores,    Dying  Woods,    Furs,    &c.    which    enabled 
them  to  rival  us  both  in  our  Manufactures  and  Naval 
Power  ;  and  that  pair.  Experience  had  {hewn,  that  no 
Remedy  was  adequate  to  this  great  and  national  Evil, 
-or  fufficient  to  put  a  Stop  to,  and  prevent,  for  the 
future,  this  ruinous  and  deftructive  Trade,  but  a  Pro- 
hibition of  it ;  therefore  praying,  bV. 

This  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Confideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  feveral  Accounts 
and  Papers  relating  to  it  were  called  for,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee,  as  alfo  feveral  Gentlemen  ordered 
to  attend ;  but  before  the  Houfe  refolved  into  the  faid 
Committee,  a  Petition  of  JVillam  Bollan^  Efq;  Agent 
for  Majfachnj'etf 's-Bay,  in  New-England,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  fetting  forth  the  Duties  paid  there  on  all 
foreign  Sugars,  Rum,  and  Molafles,  by  an  Act.  of  the 
6th  of  his  prefent  Majesty's  Reign ;  and  that  the  Prices 
oi  ihzfe Britifr  Commodities  had  fmce  greatly  increafed  5 
that  the  Britijh  Sugar  Colonies  did  not  produce  fuffici- 
ent to  fupply  the  Confumption  of  Great-Britain,  and 
the  Britijh  Northern  Colonies,  and  their  Fifheries  5 
nor  were  able  to  take  oft"  and  confume  the  Lumber 
and  Provifions  which  the  Britijh  Northern  Colonies 
had  to  fpare  ;  and  that  the  Majfachujetf  s-Bay  Province 
had  not  had  any  Opportunity  of  being  informed  of  the 

faid 
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faid  Complaint;  therefore  he,  as  their  Agent,  prayed   Anno  175T. 
to  be  heard,  in  Defence  of  that  Province,  againft  the 
groundless  and  injurious  Charges  contained  in  the  faid 
Petition. 

Petitions  were  likewife  prefented  from  Richard  Par~ 
fridge,  Agent  for  Penfylvania,  New-Jerfey,  Connecticut, 
and  Rhode-IJland,  as  alfo  from  Robert  Charles,  Agent 
for  New-Tort,  and  likewife  a  Petition  of  the  Mer- 
chants and  others  trading  to  the  Britifn  Sugar  Colonies 
and  Northern  Colonies,  and  to  Germany,  Holland^ 
France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  all  againft  this 
Prohibition  prayed  for  by  the  Sugar  Colonies,  and  mod 
of  them  complaining  heavily  of  the  high  Price  de- 
manded by  our  Sugar  Planters,  for  their  Sugar,  Rum, 
and  Molaffes,  which  had  occafioned  our  Lofs  of  that 
Trade,  as  to  the  fupp lying  of  any  foreign  Market  with 
thefe  Commodities. 

Thus  the  moft  material  Fac"ts  were  contefted,  and 
both  being  allowed  to  be  heard  by  Counfel,  the  Houfe, 
according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  this  Affair,  April  22,  and 
fpent  fome  time  therein  ;  but  as  it  was  an  Affair  of 
the  utmoft  Importance,  and  as  the  Houfe  could  not 
have  due  Information,  till  after  the  Northern  Colonies 
Should  have  an  Opportunity  to  fend  Inftructions  to 
their  Agents  here,  Mr.  Speaker  relumed  the  Chair, 
and  the  Affair  was  dropt. 

On  the  20th  of  March  1 751,  Frederick  Prince  of 
JVales  died,  aged  forty-five.  The  King  rightly  fore- 
feeing  the  Inconveniencies  which  might  arife  from  a 
Minority,  fent  the  following  Meffage  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  on  the  26th  of  April  following. 

GEORGE    R, 

HIS  Majefty,  having  it  entirely  at  Heart  to  fecure 
the  future  Welfare  and  Happinefs  of  his  People, 
has  maturely  confidered,  that  nothing  can  conduce  fa 
much  (under  the  Protection  of  the  Divine  Providence) 
to  the  Prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  in  his 
Royal  Family,  and  the  Support  of  the  Religion, 
Laws,  and  Liberties  of  thefe  Kingdoms  (which  have 
been  always  moft  dear -to  him)  as  the  making  proper 
Z  4  Ptovi- 
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Anno  1 75 1.  Provifions  for  the  Care  and  Tuition  of  the  Perfon  of  hig 
Succeflbr,  and  for  the  regular  Adminiftration  of  the 
Government,  in  Cafe  fuch  Succeflbr  mould  be  of  tender 
Years ;  by  Means  whereof  their  Safety  and  princely 
Education  may  be  fecured,  the  public  Peace,  and  good 
Order,  maintained,  and  the  Strength  and  Glory  of 
the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  fuffer  no  Diminution  : 
For  thefe  Reafons,  his  Majefty,  out  of  his  paternal 
Affection  and  Tenderhefs  for  his  Royal  Family,  and 
for  all  his  faithful  Subjects,  earneftly  recommends  it 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  to  take  this  weighty 
Affair  into  their  moil  ferious  Deliberation  ;  and  pro- 
pofes  to  their  Confideration,  that,  when  the  imperial 
Crown  of  thefe  Realms  mail  defcend  to  any  of  the 
Iffue  of  his  Son,  the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  being  under 
the  Age  of  eighteen  Years,  the  Princefs  Dowager  of 
Wales^  their  Mother,  mould  be  Guardian  of  the 
Perfon  of  fuch  Succeflbr,  and  Regent  of  thefe  King-? 
doms,  until  they  mail  attain  fuch  Age ;  with  fuch 
Powers,  and  Limitations,  as  fhall  appear  neceffary 
and  expedient  for  thefe  important  Purpofes. 

To  which  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  immedi- 
ately returned  the  following  Addrefs. 

the  humble  ADDRESS  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons^  in  Parliament  aJJ'embled^ 
April  26,   1 75 1. 

™  ~\*KT^'  your  Majefty's  m°ft  dutiful  and  loyal 
"  ,VV  Subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tern*- 
4i  poral,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  affembled, 
64  approach  your  royal  Throne,  with  Hearts  filled, 
*£  at  the  fame  Time,  with  the  deeper!  Senfe  of  Gra- 
44  titude  to  your  Majefty,  and  with  the  moft  ferious 
*4  and  anxious  Concern  for  the  future  Welfare  of  pur 
fii  Country, 

"  To  return  your  Majefty  our  Thanks  for  your 
44  moft  gracious  Mefiage,  falls  infinitely  fhort  of  thofe 
"  Sentiments,  with  which  the  Subject  of  it  infpires 
*"'  us.  It  excites  in  us  the  moft  fenfible  Feeling  of  all 
44  thofe  Bleflings,  which  v/e  have  enjoyed,  during 
<c  your  aufpicious  and  glorious  R.eign  ;  of  the  Mild- 
*c  -nefs  and  Benignity  of  your  Government;  and  of 
*'  that  £pnftant  Protection,   which  your  Majefty  has 

tc  always 
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'*  always  extended  to  our  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liber-    Anno  175^ 

"  ties  ;  which  you  have  demonstrated  by  your  Con- 

cc  duel:,  as  well  as   declared  by  your  Royal  Words, 

<c*  to  be  moft  dear  to  you.     Happy  would  it  be  for  all 

*£  your   faithful    Subjects,  if  Heaven,   in   Mercy   to 

<c  thefe  Kingdoms,  would  gracioufly  permit  a  Reign, 

**  fo  diftinguifhed  with  every  Mark  of  Goodnefs,  that 

ic  can  endear  a  Briti/Ji  Monarch  to  his  People,  to  be 

<c  prolonged  beyond  the  ordinary  Date.     To  lookfor- 

"  ward  to  its  Period,   anticipates  a  Grief,  which  no 

"  Words  can  exprefs.     Your  Majefty's  Greatnefs  of 

<e  Mind,  fhewn  in  your  MefTage,  has  called  upon  us, 

"  and  fet  us  the  Example,    to  enter  into  fuch  Confi- 

"  derations,   as  the  high  Importance  of  the  Occailon 

cc  requires. 

44  Not  content  with  being  the  great  Inftrument  of 
<c  our  Happinefs,  during  your  own  Time,  your  Majefty 
M  has  pointed  out  to  us  a  generpus  Concern  to  provide 
"  for  the  Continuance  of  that  Happinefs  (as  far  as 
*'  human  Forelight  can  do)  after  God  mall  have 
*c  deprived  us  of  the  ineftimable  BleiTing  of  your 
"  immediate  Care.  In  Return  for  this  paternal  Good- 
<£  nefs,  permit  us  to  afTure  your  Majefty  that  we  will 
<e  lofe  no  Time  in  taking  into  our  Confideration  the 
H  weighty  Affair  laid  before  us  in  your  MefTage. 

"  We  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  high  and  eminent 
"  Qualities  of  Her  Royal  Highnefs,  the  Princefs 
w  Dowager  of  Wales ;  and  we  look  upon  what  your 
■*c  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  propofe  to 
<c  our  Confideration,  as  the  Remit  of  your  Wifdoni 
<c  and  tender  Concern  for  your  Royal  Family,  and  the 
*c  Interefts  of  thefe  Kingdoms ;  and  we  mall  have  th& 
w  moft  dutiful  Regard  of  what  your  Majefty  has  been 
iC  pleafed  fo  wifely  to  recommend. 

"  In  our  Deliberations  on  this  important  Subject., 
*c  we  mall  think  it  our  Duty,  as  well  as  our  efTential 
*c  Intereft,  to  have  the  ftricteft  and  moft  zealous 
*c  Attention  to  the  Prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  Suc- 
f*  ceffion,  as  fettled  by  Law,  in  your  Royal  Family  ; 
<c  the  numerous  hopeful  Branches  whereof,  formed  by 
C£  your  Instruction,  and  led  by  your  Example,  we  look 
*'  upon  as  fo  many  Pledges  of  the  Security  of  our 
^  religious  and  civil  Rights  to  future  Generations. 

"  May 
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Anno  1751.  "  May  it  pleafe  the  Divine  Providence  to  grant 
your  Majefty  fuch  confirmed  Health,  and  Length 
<c  of  Days,  as  may  render  thofe  Provifions,  which 
c<  your  Wifdom  has  fuggefted  to  us  on  this  Occafion, 
'*  unneceffary  in  the  Event ;  that  we  may  very  long 
"  enjoy  the  Benefits  of  your  gracious  Government  ; 
"  and  ycur  Majefty  the  dutiful  and  affectionate  Returns 
"  of  a  moil  obliged,  loyal,  and  grateful  People." 

His  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER. 

«c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
it  T  Return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  this  very 
"  JL  dutiful  and  affectionate  Addrefs.  The  Zeal 
<£  you  exprefs  for  me,  and  my  Family,  and  the  Senfe 
*c  you  (hew  of  my  Care  and  Concern  for  the  Interefl 
44  of  my  People,  is  very  agreeable  to  me." 

On  tae  7th  of  May  the  Duke  of  Newcajile  intro- 
duced the  Bill  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  it 
having  pafled,  it  was  (ent  down  to  the  Commons  on 
the  13th  of  the  fame  Month.  Mr.  Pelham  recom- 
mended it  in  a  Speech  fuitable  to  the  Occafion,  and  it 
was  then  read  to  the  following  Effect : 

4  If  the  Crown  mall  defcend  to  any  of  the  Children 
of  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Princefs  his  Dowager  mall  be  Regent  of  the  King- 
dom, and  Guardian  of  fuch  Child,  till  it  fhall  arrive 
at  the  Age  of  eighteen  Years. 

*  All  Acts  of  regal  Power,  done  otherwife  than  by 
her  Royal  Highnefs,  during  her  Regency,  fball  be 
void. 

c  There  fkall  be  a  Council  of  Regency  to  aflifl  her 
Royal  Highnefs,  confifting  of  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land, and  fuch  Perfons  as  for  the  Time  being  fhall  be 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
Treafurer,  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  Lord  High  Admiral,  the  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  and  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench, 
together  with  any  other  four  whom  his  prefentMajefcy 
mall  appoint. 

'  The  Council  fhall   meet  and   fit   as    her  Royal 

Highnefs  mall  direct  3  any  five,  but  not  a  lefs  Number, 

2  fhall 
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fliall  act,  and  of  this  Council  the  Duke  of  Cwnberland   Anno  f„,t 
fhall  be  Chief  or  Head. 

f  The  Princefs  fhall  take  an  Oath  to  execute  the 
Office  of  Regent,  and  the  Members  of  the  Council 
to  execute  their  refpeduve  Offices  according  to  this 
Act. 

6  The  Regent  and  Council  fhall  qualify  themfelves 
as  for  Offices  of  Truft. 

c  Upon  the  Demife  of  the  prefent  King,  the  Privy 
Council  fhall  meet,  and  caufe  his  SuccefTbr  to  be  pro- 
claimed, under  the  Penalty  of  High  Treafon. 

'  The  Confent  of  the  Majority  of  five  or  more  of 
the  Council  fhall  be  neceffary  in  all  Creations,  Pardons, 
Gifts,  Grants^  Difpofitions,  Inftru£tions3  Orders,  or 
Authorities. 

6  The  Regent  fhall  not  make  War  or  Peace,  or 
ratify  Treaties,  prorogue,  adjourn,  or  diflolve  any 
Parliament,  without  the  Confent  of  the  Council,  nor 
give  the  Royal  Affent  to  any  Act  for  altering  the  Suc- 
ceffion. 

1  The  Regent  fhall  not  remove  the  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  who,  by  Virtue  of  their  Offices,  are  of  the 
Council,  from  fuch  Offices,  without  the  Confent  of 
the  Majority  of  the  whole  Council,  or  the  Addrefs  of 
Parliament. 

'  Vacancies  by  Death  or  Removal  to  be  filled  up  by 
the  Regent  in  two  Months,  with  the  Confent  of  the 
major  Part  of  her  Council,  and  not  otherwife. 

'  The  Parliament  in  Being  at  the  Defcent  of  the 
Crown  to  a  Minor,  if  no  Parliament  then  in  Being, 
the  preceding  Parliament  fhall  continue  three  Years, 
except  the  Minor  be  fooner  of  Age,  or  the  Parliament 
be  diffolved  by  the  Regent  with  Confent  of  Council. 

c  If  the  Minor  marries  without  the  Confent  of  the 
Regent  and  Council,  fuch  Marriage  fhall  be  void,  and 
all  Perfons  concerned  guilty  of  High  Treafon. 

c  If  on  any  Queftion  the  Piviiion  of  the  Council 
be  equal,  the  Regent  has  the  cafting  Vote. 

c  All  Commiffions,  Letters  Patent,  &c.  to  change 
the  Order  of  Government  eftabliihed  by  this  Act,  fhall 
be  void,  and  all  Perfons  concerned  incur  a  Premunire. 

«  The  Aft  of  28  Henry  VIII.  and  lit  of  Edward 'VI. 
ihali  be  repealed. 

Tusfday 
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Anno  1751.  Tuefday  the  14th,  the  Bill  was  according  to  Order 
*>_—.-  ._»  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on 
the  Thurfday  following,  when  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  being  in  the  Chair,  a  long  Debate  enfued, 
whether  any  Council  of  Regency  fhould  be  appointed 
or  no,  in  which  Debate  the  principal  Speakers  for 
appointing  a  Council  of  Regency  were,  Mr.  Charles 
Torke,  Mr.  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Solicitor-General, 
Mr.  Harding,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  William  Pitt,  Mr. 
Secretary  at  War,  and  Mr.  Nugent ;  and  the  principal 
Speakers  againft  it  were,  Mr.  Prozvfe,  Sir  Roger  New- 
digaie,  Mr.  Fazaforly,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Lord  Strange; 
Sir  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  Sir  John-Hynd 
Cotton,  the  Lord  Cohham,  and  General  Oglethorpe.  But 
upon  the  Queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
Affirmative,  and  next  Day  the  Bill  was  gone  through 
with  fome  kw  Amendments,  and  ordered  to  be  reported 
on  the  Monday  following,  May  20,  when  Mr.  Beckford 
fpoke  as  follows,  againft  agreeing  to  the  Appointment 
of  a  Council  of  Regency,  and  for  the  re-committing 
the  Bill. 

€  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Beckford.  c  I  have  been  very  attentive  to  every  Argument, 
urged  by  feveral  learned  Gentlemen,  on  this  grand 
QuefTion  ;  and  I  muft  confefs,  I  was  greatly  furprized 
to  hear  fuch  ilrange  Doctrines  advanced  by  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen ;  Doctrines,  in  my  poor  Opinion,  not  founded 
on  the  Principles  of  our  Conftitution  ;  Doctrines,  not 
founded  on  hiftorical  Facts  :  And  I  was  very  ready 
and  willing  to  have  given  an  Anfwer  by  way  of  Reply, 
and  was  upon  my  Legs  more  than  once  to  have  done 
it,  had  not  Men  of  greater  Eloquence  and  Abilities 
ftood  up,  to  whofe  fuperior  Capacities  it  was  but  be- 
coming in  me  to  fubmit,  although  I  did  not  then,  or 
ever  will,  allow  myfelf  inferior  to  any  in  Zeal  and 
Love  for  the  Liberties  of  the  Conftitution. 

c  It  was  urged  as  a  fundamental  Reafonfor  bringing 

Sir  Dudley        in  this  Bill,  "  That  all  the  Miferies  and  Misfortunes 

i*y3er.  cc  which  have  attended  this  Kingdom,  during  Mino- 

"  rities,   were  owing  to  the  Neglect  of  eftablifning  a 

*>c  proper  Plan  of  Government  for  a  Minority,  before 

^  the  Demife  of  the  Crown  -3  and  therefore,    that  it 

*<  was 
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*c  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  chalk  out  fiich  a  Flan  as    -Anno  1751. 

<c  might  Hand  an  eternal  Precedent  for  future  Ages. 

— It  was  then  alfo  laid  down  as  a  Maxim,  "  that  all 

"  their  Mifchiefs  and  Disturbances  had  arifen  from 

<c  the  Want  of  a  proper  Council   of  Regency,   not 

"  removeable  at  the  Will  of  the  Regent." 

f  And  it  was  farther  alledged,  and  ftrongly  infifted 
upon,  by  a  learned  Gentleman,  "  that  the  Difrxulcies 
"  and  Inconveniences  which  occurred  during  the  laft 
"  Minority  that  happened  in  this  Kingdom  (namely 
<c  in  the  Minority  of  Edward  VI.)  arofe  from  the 
"  Earl  of  Hertford's  (who  had  the  King's  Perfon  in 
<c  his  Hands)  ufurping  the  fole  Power  of  the  Regency, 
"  and  deftroying  the  Power  of  the  Council,  contrary 
"  to  Law,  and  contrary  to  the  Will  of  Henry  VIII. 

M  And  therefore  that  this  Bill  was  intended  to  pre- 
cc  vent  the  like  Evil  for  the  future,  by  eftablifhing  a 
"  Council  of  Regency,  not  removeable  at  the  Will 
<c  and  Pleafure  of  the  Regent ;  and  appointing  the 
"  Penalties  of  the  Statute  of  Premunire  to  be  inflicted 
<c  on  thofe  Perfons,  who  mall,  by  Intrigues  and 
"  Cabals,  endeavour  to  remove  or  dilturb  this  Coun- 
"  cil." 

c  In  Anfwer  to  which  I  fay,  that  the  Evils  which 
arofe  during  this  Minority,  were  not  owing  to  the 
great  Power  unlawfully  ufurped  by  the  Protector  (who 
ihevved  himfelf  fincerely  attached  by  Interell:  and  In- 
clination to  the  Good  of  the  King,  and  the  Liberties 
of  the  People)  but  to  the  Intrigues  and  Cabals  of  that 
Council,  which  had  been  appointed  by  the  Will  of 
Henry  VIII.  purfuant  to  an  Act  of  Parliament,  partly 
on  Account  of  Religion,  but  chiefly  from  the  execra- 
ble Lufl  of  Power  and  Dominion. 

c  So  that,  in  the  End,  we  fee  feventeen  of  this 
Council,  which  is  alledged  by  the  learned  Gentleman, 
to  be,  by  Ufurpation,  entirely  under  the  Influence  and 
Direction  of  the  Protector,  and  removeable  at  his  Will 
and  Pleafure  ;  I  fay,  Sir,  we  fee  feventeen  of  this 
very  Council  exhibiting  Articles  of  Impeachment 
againft  this  great  Protector,  and  (without  Fower,  as 
is  alledged)  bringing  him,  armed  with  Power,  who 
was  Uncle  to  the  King,  to  the  Scaffold,  without  any 

Rebellion* 
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Anno  1751.  Rebellion,  or  Force  of  Arms,  and  making  him  furTef 
U»  ■■■  V~.*J   the  Pains  of  Death  for  Felony. 

c  From  this  Example  therefore,  thus  fairly  ftated, 
I  think  it  evidently  appears,  that  the  Evils  and  Dif- 
turbances  which  attended  the  Minority  of  Edward  VI. 
did  not  proceed  from  the  Want  of  a  Council  of  Re- 
gency, made  by  Law  irremoveable,  but  from  the 
wicked  and  ambitious  Views  of  ill  defigning  Counfel- 
lors,  who  had  too  much  Power  in  their  Hands,  and 
yet  were  grafping  at  more,  though  at  the  Expence  of 
the  King  and  Kingdom. 

6  And  I  am  certain,  if  Gentlemen  will  look  care- 
fully into  the  Hiftory  of  all  the  Minorities  that  have 
happened  in  this  Kingdom  fince  the  Conqueft,  they 
will  find  all  the  Difturbances  of  thofe  Minorities 
to  have  arifen  entirely  and  folely  from  the  Divisions 
and  Intrigues  of  the  great  Counfellors,  and  great  Men, 
all  proceeding  from  the  deteftable  Views  of  Power* 
Dominion,  and  Refentment ;  from  the  Want  of  having 
the  kingly  Power  lodged  in  a  fingle  Hand,  which 
iingle  Hand,  thus  armed,  might  have  checked  their 
Infolence,  and  kept  their  Ambition  in  due  Bounds. 

c  And,  for  my  own  Part,  I  do  verily  believe,  that 
the  fame  Caufe  will  ever  produce  the  fame  Effect  -9 
and  that  the  greatefl  Confufion  will  arife  from  this 
Council  of  Regency,  if  ever  we  fhould  have  the  Mif- 
fortune  to  Iofe  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  his  SuccefTo? 
fhould  be  a  Minor. 

6  Another  learned  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
Mr.  Murray.  **  that  this  Plan  of  Government  was  the  beft  caleu- 
iC  lated  for  the  Good  of  the  King  and  of  the  Country, 
"  of  any  that  was  ever  thought  of.— For,  without 
"  fuch  a  Plan,  upon  the  Demife  of  the  Crown,  any 
"  bold,  ambitious,  enterprifmg  Man,  getting  Poflef- 
*c  fion  of  the  Perfon  of  the  minor  King,  and  of  the 
•*  Great  Seal  of  the  Kingdom,  would  abfolutely  have 
"  the  Power  of  the  Monarchy  in  his  Hands,  and 
&  might  execute  all  Acts  of  Regality." — 

c  Strange  Doctrine  this  !  and  more  adapted  to  the 
Principles  and  Maxims  of  a  Turkijh,  or  defpotic 
Eaftern  Monarchy,  than  to  a  free  Britijh  Government. 
.—In  thofe  flavilh  Governments  whoever  can  get  the 
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Great  Seal  in  his  Power,  has  the  Command  of*  the  Anno  1751. 
Empire.  Tor  there  Monarchs  are  mere  Pageants  of 
State,  kept  from  the  Eyes  of  the  People;  and  any 
Puppet  of  Show,  cloathed  with  the  Enfigns  oi  Royalty, 
is  as  much  a  King  in  the  Eyes  of  fuch  defpicable 
Slaves,   as  the  belt  and  braveit.  Monarch. 

*  But  are  we  thus  miferably  conftituted  ?  thus  liable 
to  have  our  Monarch  ftcle  from  us  by  any  fuch  Rogue  ? 
No,  Sir,  God  be  thanked,  we  are  not.  The  Monarch 
of  Great-Britain  forms  only  one  third  Part  of  our 
Conftitution,  and  his  Power  is  limited  and  circum- 
fcribed,  and  fubje£r.  to  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the 
Realm.  And  if  any  vile  Mifcreant  was  to  fteal  our 
minor  King  from  us,  Authority,  thus  derived,  would 
be  little  regarded,  the  Parliament  would  foon  bring 
fuch  an  Offender  to  condign  Punifhment. 

■  The  learned  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  allow, 
*c  that  a  Co-regency  was  a  bad  Form  of  Government, 
**  but  that  proper  Checks  and  Limitations  were  abfo- 
*6  lutely  neceftary  to  be  laid  on  a  fingle  Regent." 

c  I  moft  heartily  agree  with  the  learned  Gentleman, 
that  all  Co-regencies  tend  to  Confufion  ;  and,  for 
that  Reafon,  I  am  againft  the  Council  of  Regency, 
conftituted  as  it  now  is  by  this  Bill ;  it  is,  in  my 
Opinion,  an  abfolute  Co-regency,  and  divides  Roy- 
alty, and  the  kingly  Power  of  thefe  Kingdoms  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  as  our  Forefathers  never  knew,  and  I  wifh 
it  may  not  prove  deftructive  to  the  Regents  themfelves. 

c  I  am  certain,  that  neither  Secrecy  nor  Difpatch, 
which  are  fo  neceffary  in  the  Conducf  of  all  great 
Affairs  of  State,  can  be  obtained  by  fuch  a  Council ; 
that  it  may  give  fuch  an  Obftruction  to  Bufinefs,  and 
fo  clog  the  Wheels  of  Government,  that  the  worft 
Confequences  may  be  dreaded. 

•  The  learned  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  fay,  cc  that 
**  in  thofe  Governments,  where  the  Prince  is  abfolute, 
*c  and  can  appoint  whom  he  pleafes  for  Regent,  fuch 
tc  Princes  never  did  appoint  a  fole  Regent ;  and  the 
•*  Example  of  Lewis  XIV".  was  quoted,  who,  although 
*'  a  Prince,  veiled  with  abfolute  Power,  yet  would 
<c  not  appoint  a  fole  Regent." 

'  But  certainly  this  Example  was  not  well  confidered 
by  the  learned  Gentleman.— That  Monarch,  in  his 
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Anno  1751.  Dotage*  appointed  his  Baftard  Son  Regent,  and  pra* 
li,.-^v—  ■ ._.'  cured  fu.ch  Appointment  to  be  confirmed  and  regiftered 
in  the  Parliament  of  Paris^  contrary  to  the  Ufage  and 
CufToms  of  that  Kingdom,  and  in  Prejudice  to  the 
Right  of  the  lawful  Regent,  againft  whom,  I  appre- 
hend, the  old  King  might  have  very  material  Objec- 
tions ;  fuch  as  the  great  Capacity,  and  ambitious 
Views  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  which  might  endanger 
the  Safety  of  the  minor  King. — But  did  this  Plan  of 
a  Regency  ever  take  Place  ?  Never.  No  fooner  was. 
the  old  King  dead,  than  all  thofe  Ads,  obtained  and 
confirmed  by  Parliament,  were  refcinded  and  reverfed,  , 
and  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  the  right  and  lawful  Regent, 
is  appointed  and  confirmed  by  the  fame  Parliament; 

4  Moreover,  although  the  Laws  of  France  do  not 
allow  of  the  Government  of  a  Female  in  her  own 
Right,  yet  they  allow  the  abfolute  regal  Power  to  be 
exercifed  by  a  Queen  Mother,  during  the  Minority  of 
her  Son.  This  was  the  Cafe  in  the  two  laft  Minori- 
ties, that  of  Lewis  XIII.  under  Maria  de  Medicisr  and 
of  Lewis  XIV.  under  Anna  of  Anjlria. 

c  Ail  the  learned  Gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  for 
this  Bill,  feem  excelEvely  cautious  and  anxious  not  to 
STrD.  Ryder,  make  a  Precedent  by  constituting  a  fole  Regent.  They 
Mr.  Murray.  a]j  allow  that  the  prefent  Princefs  of  Wales  is  in  every 
Refpect  qualified  to  fill  this  high  Truft,  and  that  it  is 
impofiible  for  her  to  have  any  Views  deftruclive  to  the 
young  Monarch  or  the  Constitution. —But,  fay  they, 
a  bad  Regent  may  be  appointed  from  this  Precedent ; 
one  who  may  have  wicked,  ambitious,  and  interefled 
Views,  by  which  the  Safety  of  the  King  and  King- 
dom may  be  endangered. — 

6  But  furely,  as  every  future  Parliament  has  the 
Power,  fo  they  will  have  the  Wifdom  to  confider 
maturely  every  Circumftance  of  Time  and  Perfon, 
and  not  rafhly  appoint  an  improper  Regent.  Nay,  if, 
contrary  to  their  Expectation,  the  perfon  thus  appoint- 
ed mould  turn  out  a  bad  Regent,  fuch  Regent  will  be 
under  the  Controul  of  Parliament,  in  like  Manner  as 
a  King ;  for,  God  be  thanked,  the  Law  and  Condi- 
tution  have  provided  fufficienc  Checks  againft  a  bad 
King,  and  a  bad  Regent. 

One 
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c  One  learned  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  fay,  ci  that   Anno  17514 
w  if  you  were  to  appoint  this  unexceptionable  Prin-  '■— '  "V^-H 
"  cefs  foh  Regent,    fuch  Appointment  would  be  anMr>  Martin» 
<c  irrefragable  Precedent  for  future  Times,    and  we 
C4  might  again  be  troubled  and  curfed  with  a  wicked, 
"  lewd  Queen-Mother,  and  another  Mortimer  for  her 
"  Gallant."     But,    Sir,    if   that  mould  ever  be  the 
Cafe  (of  which  I  do  not  fee  the  leaft  Giimpfe  of  Pro- 
bability) I  have  no  Doubt,   the  fame  Fate  will  attend 
fuch  Regent  and  her  Gallant,  as  attended  the  Wife  of 
Edward  II.  and  her  Paramour  Mortimer. 

6  But,  Sir,  it  is  very  Arrange  Doctrine,  to  fay,  that 
Precedents  are  irrefragable :  Sir,  the  Parliament  is 
not  bound  by  fuch  Precedents  ;  they  may  alter,  they 
have  altered,  they  will  alter  this  Precedent,  whenever 
the  Neceffity  of  the  Times,  and  Circumitances  of  the 
Perfon  mail  require  it. 

c  Another  learned  Gentleman  has  infifled  in  this 
Debate,  that  Councils  of  Regency  are  founded  on 
the  Maxims  and  Principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
that  every  delegated  Power,  according  to  that  Confti- 
tution, mould  be  limited;  and  he  likewife  aiferted,  Mr.  Yorke, 
that  thefe  Maxims  were  proved  by  Precedents ;  and 
the  Precedent  on  which  the  great  Strefs  is  laid,  to 
prove  the  AiTertion,  is  the  Precedent  in  the  Time  of 
Henry  III.  in  whofe  Minority,  although  a  Regent  wras 
appointed,  yet  the  great  Offices  of  State,  the  Great 
Seal,  and  the  Care  of  the  King's  Caitles,  were  en- 
trufted  in  the  Hands  of  others. 

'  But  give  me  Leave  to  obferve  that  neither  this 
nor  any  other  Precedent,  that  has  been  quoted  on  the 
Occafion,  proves  the  AiTertion. 

c  Gentlemen,  when  they  quote  Precedents,  ought 
not  to  diftort  them,  to  make  them  anfwer  a  particular 
Purppfe,  but  mould  confider  and  weigh  well  the  Cir- 
■  cumftances  of  the  Times  and  of  the  Perfons ;  and,  if 
that  had  been  done,  this  Precedent  would  not  have 
been  infifted  upon. 

\  The  true  Cafe  ftands  thus :  When  the  great  Earl 
of  Pembroke  was  appointed  Regent  of  the  Kingdom, 
in  the  Minority  of  Henry  III.  under  certain  Limita- 
tions and  Reftrictions,  the  Times  and  the  Perfons 
were  exceedingly  different  from  whit  they  are  at  prefent. 
Vo-x.  IV,  A  a  «  Henry 
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Anno  1751.        l  Henry  III.  was  an  Infant  of  nine  Years  of  Age 
U— — v— - ~/  when  his  Father  died,  at  the  Time  of  whofe  Death, 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Kingdom  was  in  Rebellion, 
and  the  Dauphin  of  France^  in  Conjunction  with  the 
Englijh  Barons,  was  in  PofTemon  of  the  Capitalof  the 
Kingdom.     The  Father   of  the  young  King  was  a 
moft  infamous  and  wicked  Prince,  and  had,  by  every 
Art,  fought  to  deprive  the  Barons  and  People  of  Eng- 
land of  their  Liberty.      They,    like  brave  and  wife 
Men,    defended  the   Bleflings  of  Freedom  with   the 
utmoft  Refolution  and  Fortitude,  and,  at  the  Expence 
of  their  Blood,  procured  us  that  Liberty  we  now  en- 
joy.—Thefe  were  the  Men  that  obtained  the  Magna 
Gharta^    the  Bulwark  of   your  prefent  Conftitution. 
Thefe  Barons,  when  they  found  themfelves  too  weak 
to   defend  their  Liberties  without  foreign  AiTiftance, 
called  in  the  French  to   their  Aid,  and  thus  Matters 
Itood  when  King  John  died.     But  no  fooner  was  the 
Father  dead,  than  all  Refentment  to  his  infant  Son 
vanifhed.     The  brave  and  good  Earl  of  Pembroke  pro- 
duces his  royal  Ward  to  the  Affembly  of  Barons,  and, 
by  a  very  fhort  but  pathetic  Speech,  turned  every  Man 
prefent  to  his  Allegiance,  and  he  is  chofen  by  the  great 
Lords,    Guardian  of  the  Perfon  of  the  King,    and 
Regent  of  the  Kingdom  ;  (but  I  do  not  find  or  believe 
there  is  any  Mention  made  of  a  Council  of  Regency 
in  this  Cafe)  and  every  Thing  went  on  well  fo  long  as 
the  Regent  lived.     The  French  were  driven  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  Peace  was  reftored. 

«  But,  Sir,  I  will  fuppofe  a  Council  of  Regency  was 
then  appointed,  and  the  Power  of  the  Regent  exceedingly 
limited  and  circumfcribed,  by  having  the  great  Offices 
of  the  Realm,  the  Great  Seal,  and  the  King's  Caftles 
entrufted  in  other  Hands,  in  the  Hands  of  the  great 
Lords  and  Barons  of  the  Realm. 

'  It  might  be,  and  certainly  was,  very  good  Policy 
in  thofe  Times,  and  yet  may  be,  and  certainly  is, 
very  bad  Policy  at  prefent.  In  thofe  Times  the  Barons 
were  juft  emerged  from  a  cruel  and  dangerous  War, 
for  the  Defence  of  their  juft  Rights  and  Privileges, 
againft  the  Usurpation  of  a  moft  profligate  and  auda- 
cious King;  they  were  therefore,  with  good  Reaibn, 
unwilling  to  trull  the  great  Offices  of  the  Crown,  and 
2  the 
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the  Cuftody  of  the  Carries,  to  any  fingle  Perfon  (al-    Anno  1751, 
though  a  very  good  Man)  acting   for,  and  in  Behalf  W**vs*,,*b 
of  the  Crown,  left  the  Means  and  Opportunity  might 
be  given  of  acling  the  fame  bloody  Tragedy  over  again. 

'But  what  Refemblance,  in  God's  Name,  has  the 
Cafe  of  Henry  III.  with  the  prefent  ?  And  what  Occa- 
fion  for  the  like  Precaution  ? 

«  At  prefent  we  have  a  minor  Prince,  the  Son  of  a 
gentle,  humane  Father,  univerfally  beloved  when 
living,  univerfally  regretted  when  dead ;  whereas 
Henry  III.  was  the  Son  of  a  Father  univerfally  hated 
and  detefled  living,  and  lamented  by  no  Man  when 
dead. — The  Mother  of  this  young  Prince  is  fo  much 
in  the  good  Efteem  of  the  whole  Nation,  that  I  never 
heard  that  malevolent  Fame  ever  gave  her  one  bad 
Quality ;  fo  that  no  Princefs  ever  feemed  fitter  for 
Government.  Moreover,  me  can  have  no  Intereft 
but  the  Prefervation  of  her  Children  and  Family ; 
and,  what  is  more,  the  Laws  of  this  Kingdom  allow 
the  Scepter  of  this  Realm  to  be  fwayed  by  the  Hands 
of  Women,  and  they  have  governed  to  the  Honour 
and  Glory  of  this  Nation. 

6  What  Policy  therefore  can  it  be  thus  to  divide  the 
regal  Authority  of  this  Kingdom  by  fuch  unneceffary 
and  dangerous  Limitations  and  Reftridtions,  without 
one  earthly  Reafon  given  for  fo  doing,  but  for  Fear  it 
may  prove  a  Precedent  for  fetting  up  a  bad  Regent  in 
Times  to  come  ? 

4  Another  Gentleman  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Debate  Mr.  Pelham. 
was  pleafed  to  fay,  "  that  by  this  Bill  Counfel  and 
"  Advice  was  provided  for  the  Regent  according  to 
<c  the  Constitution,  and  that  by  it  the  Dignity  and 
<c  Authority  of  the  Crown  was  fupported."— But 
furelv  in  a  Government  fo  framed  as  ours  is,  the 
Counfel  and  Advice  of  ten  or  fourteen  Men  cannot  be 
wanting,  when  the  grand  Council  of  the  Nation  and 
the  Privy  Council  are  provided  for  this  Purpofe.  But, 
what  is  more,  the  Regent  will  have  the  Advantage  of 
the  Counfel  and  Advice  of  thofe  great  Perfonap-es  from 
the  Offices  themfelves,  without  any  Appointment  with 
new  Powers. 

'  Moreover,  to  fay  the  Dignitv  and  Authority  of 

the  Crown  will  be  fupported  by  fuch  a  Council,  and 

A  a  2  '  that 
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Anno  1751.  that  no  Inconveniences  can  arife  from  fuch  an  Ap- 
pointment, is,  I  fear,  faying  too  much.  Sir,  the 
Dignity,  the  Authority,  the  Majefty  of  the  King  and 
of  the  Kingdom,  refides  in  the  King  and  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  who  are  the  grand  Council  of 
the  Nation  ;  and  not  in  a  Junto  of  a  Council  of 
Regency.  Sir,  I  have  great  Regard  for  the  great 
Perfonages  that  fill  the  great  Offices  nominated  in  this 
.Bill,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  very  uncorrupt,  able, 
and  willing  to  execute  the  high  Truft  repofed  in  them 
by  the  Bill  \  but,  Sir,  although  they  are  uncorrupt 
they  are  not  immortal ;  they  may  die,  they  may  be 
removed,  they  may  refign ;  and  to  them  may  fucceed 
wicked  and  ambitious  Men,  Men  who  may  have  no 
otherViews  but  thofe  of  Ambition  and  Avarice,  and  may 
have  the  execrable  Luff,  of  Power  and  Dominion 
ftrongly  impreffed  in  their  Minds.  I  fay,  if  fuch  Men 
fhould  be  once  eftablifhed  in  this  Council  of  Regency 
(and  fuch  may  be  eftablifhed)  not  removeable  but  by 
an  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  (whereas  a 
Judge  of  the  Realm  may  be  removed  by  the  Addrefs 
of  either)— I  fay,  fuch  Removal  will  be  rendered 
exceeding  difficult.  And  if  fuch  Men  fhould,  by  an 
artful  Diftribution  of  Perquifites  and  Emoluments  to 
one,  feeding  another  with  airy  and  glittering  Hopes, 
and  threatening  others,  procure  an  undue  Influence  in 
both  or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  what  Mifchief 
and  Confufion  may  not  be  expected  from  fuch  a 
Government  ? 

c  And,  give  me  Leave  to  fay,  thefe  Doubts,  Fears, 
and  Jealoufies  do  not  arife  from  the  Warmth  and 
Luxuriancy  of  a  heated  Fancy  and  Imagination,  (as 
was  fuggefled  by  certain  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side) 
but  from  the  Examples  of  former  Minorities ;  the 
dreadful  Mifchiefs  and  Calamities  of  thofe  Minorities 
did  arife  from  the  Ambition,  Avarice,  and  DifTention 
of  the  great  Counfellors,  who  were  entrufted  with  toe* 
much  Power ;  all  which  might,  and  would  have  been 
prevented,  if  the  regal  Power  had  been  vefted  in  one 
proper  executive  Hand,  and  not  divided  amongft  fo 
many.  For  certainly  no  kingly  Government  can  fub- 
fift  for  any  Time,  when  the  Power  of  Monarchy  is 
divided  amongft  any  Number  of  Men,  inftead  of  being 
5  lodged 
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lodged    in  one  flngle   Hand,    which  only   can   give     Anno  i75'» 
Vigour  and  Difpatch  to  every  Act:  of  Government.        V,    >**»  m* 

4  As  to  the  Claufe  of  continuing  the  Parliament 
for  three  Years,  nothing  has  been  faid  to  convince  me 
that  it  is  either  neceiTary  or  expedient,  to  prolong  it 
beyond  the  Time  limited  by  Law.  It  is  a  Meafure, 
at  no  Time  eligible,  in  the  prefent  Time  it  may  be 
dangerous. 

f  It  has  been  advanced,  <c  that  Parliaments  have  aL,HHiffcor«ughs 
cc  Power  and  Right  to  prolong  their  Duration,  and 
"  that  the  Salus  Popidi  frequently  requires  it."  But 
I  do  abfoluteiy  deny  that  a  Parliament  has  a  legal 
Power  and  Right  to  prolong  the  Time  limited  by 
Law,  without  the  Content  of  the  Electors,  or  People 
who  fent  them  to  Parliament,  and  whofe  Reprefenta- 
tives  they  are;  and  I  do  fay,  and  do  infill  upon  it, 
that  whenever  Parliaments  do  take  upon  themfelves  to 
prolong  the  Time  of  their  Duration,  fuch  Prolongation 
is  an  Infringement  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Electors  in 
a  moil  effential  Part,  and  tends  to  deftroy  that  Freedom 
which  they  were  chofen  to  defend. 

6  For  Liberty  never  was,  nor  ever  will  be  preferved, 
imlefs  thofe  who  have  the  Power  of  the  People  dele- 
gated to  them  be  frequently  removed.  It  was  by  the 
frequent  Rotation  and  Change  of  Magiflracy  in  all 
Countries  of  the  World,  that  Freedom  and  Independ- 
ency hath  been  preferved.— It  is  upon  this  principle  we 
find  the  People  of  England  at  all  Times  crying  out  for 
frequent  Parliaments  :  And  I  am  fure  if  ever  frequent 
Parliaments  were  neceiTary,  they  are  efTentially  fo  in 
the  prefent  Times. 

*  But,  fay  Gentlemen,  the  Salus  Populi  makes  this 
Prolongation  neceflary  in  a  Minority,  when  the  Hands 
of  Government  are  weak,  and  ought  to  be  ftrengthened 
before  it  is  expofed  to  the  Cabals,  Factions,  and  Dif- 
turbances  that  conftantly  attend  the  calling  of  a  new 
Parliament :  And  then  Rebellions  at  Home,  Invafions 
from  Abroad,  and  even  Plagues  are  fuppofed  in  Ima- 
gination to  make  fuch  a  Meafure  neceflary. 

'  But,  Sir,  as  there  is  not  one  fingle  Circumftance 

now  exifling  to  authorife  and  confirm  fuch  Sufpicions; 

as  the  prefent  Miniftry  fuccefsfully  and  peaceably  dif- 

folved  a  Parliament,  flagrante  Bello,  and  while  Difturb- 
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Anno  17:1.  ances  were  in  the  Kingdom ;  I  hope  no  fuch  Attack 
may  be  made  on  the  Liberties  of  a  free  People,  unlefs 
the  Neceflity  of  it  be  made  appear  from  Fact,  and  not 
from  the  Supposition  of  Fancy. 

c  As  for  my  own  Part,  I  can  fcarcely  admit  the 
Pombility  of  any  Difturbance,  either  at  Home,  or 
from  Abroad.  A  young  Prince,  amiable  in  his  Perfon 
and  Manners,  Son  of  a  Father  beloved  by  the  People, 
born  amongft  us,  one  who  has  never  done  an  A£t  that 
has  offended  any  fingle  Perfon  living,  Peace  and  Tran- 
quillity Abroad  ;  and  mould  any  Difturbances,  or  any 
unforefeen  Accidents  arife,  there  are  fix  Months  after 
the  Demife  of  the  Crown,  provided  by  Law,  to  con- 
fider  whether  it  be  neceffary  to  prolong  the  Parliament : 
Whereas  by  rafhly  coming  into  this  Meafure,  you  will 
give  Room  to  the  People  without  Doors  to  fufpecl: 
that  there  is  a  Defign  in  this  very  Council  of  Regency 
to  eftablifh  and  perpetuate  their  own  Power  by  the 
Authority  of  the  Parliament  in  being  ;  which,  to  be 
fure,  in  the  main,  is  a  very  groundlefs  Surmife:  JBe- 
caufe  the  noble  Perfons  who  fill  the  great  Oiticess 
nominated  by  this  Bill,  are  Men  who  have  fhewn  them- 
felves  not  the  leaft  ambitious,  or  defirous  of  Power  % 
and  the  prefent  Parliament  is  certainly  compofed  of 
very  uncorrupt  Members,  who  are  in  no  wife  under 
any  Influence,  but  have,  God  be  thanked  !  all  honeft 
Hearts,  and  clean  Hands.  But,  Sir,  we  may  all 
degenerate,  and  therefore  we  ought  not  to  truft  our- 
felves,  left  Degeneracy  fhould  arife, 

c  Upon  the  whole,  I  do  hope  and  truft  that  this 
Bill  will  be  recommitted,  in  order  to  make  a  good  and 
conftitutional  Bill  of  it ;  for  I  do  folemnly  declare  that, 
in  my  Opinion,  the  Plan  of  the  Bill,  as  it  now  ftands 
worded,  feems  calculated  to  eftablifh  an  Oligarchy^ 
the  worft  Government  in  the  World.' 

Mr.  Bedford  was  anfwered  by  Mr,  Pelbam,  and  a 
fhcrt  P.eply  was  made  by  Mr.  Pitt,  but  no  Queftion 
being  put,  the  Amendments  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  and  the  Bill  pafled  :  The  Lords  concurred5 
and  it  received  the  Royal  Aftent  in  two  Days  after, 


Th 


C    359    ] 

The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  principal  Arguments  Anno  175s 
made  ufe  of  In  Support  of  the  Bill. 

The  principal  Objections  to  the  Reftrictions  of  the 
Power  of  the  Regent  in  this  Bill,  have  arifen  from  the 
confeffed  public  and  private  Virtues  of  her  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  the  necefTary  and  infeparabie  Connection 
of  her  InterePc  with  that  of  her  Son  :  But,  allowing 
thefe  Virtues  and  this  Connection,  the  Reftrictions  in 
the  Bill  were  infifted  on  as  necefTary,  for  the  following 
Reafons : 

1/?,  This  Bill  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  Precedent  for 
future  Times,  and  no  Power  ought  to  be  entrufled 
with  the  virtuous,  which  would  become  dangerous, 
when,  by  a  natural  Succemon  of  Events,  it  fhall  de- 
volve upon  the  vicious  ;  and  for  this  Reafon  our  An- 
cestors have  chofen  to  tranfmit  down  to  us  rather  a 
limited  than  an  abfolute  Adonarchy,  though  they  were 
not  ignorant  that  a  Power  to  do  good  was  limited  by 
the  fame  Regulations  which  reftrained  a  Power  to  do 
ill,  and  that  an  abfolute  Monarchy  was  the  moft  eli- 
gible Form  of  Government,  if  it  were  poffible  to  in- 
jure a  Succemon  of  Princes,  whofe  Sagacity  could 
difcover  the  public  Intereft,  and  whole  Virtue  would 
purfue  it.  It  has  indeed  been  objected  that  there  is  a 
Degree  of  Arrogance,  in  fuppofing  that  the  prefent 
Bill,  which  has  been  planned  without  any  Regard  to 
former  Precedents,  will  be  regarded  as  an  inviolable 
Precedent  in  Times  to  come  -,  but  however  defpicable 
the  prefent  Adminiftration  may  be  reprefented,  and 
however  vigilant,  faithful,  and  magnanimous  future 
Parliaments  may  be  imagined,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  if  hereafter  a  Perfon  of  great  Influence,  perhaps 
a  prefumptive  Heir  to  the  Crown,  mould  produce  a 
Precedent  of  unlimited  Power,  which  had  been  at- 
tended with  Honour  to  the  Regent,  and  Felicity  to  the 
People,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  prevent  its  being 
followed  by  a  Majority  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament; 
and  that  the  Regency  of  her  Royal  Highnefs,  if  fhe 
mould  be  invefted  with  unlimited  Power,  would  be 
honourable  and  happy  cannot  be  doubted,  becaufe  her 
Abilities  to  execute  fo  important  a  Truft  are  univerfally 
acknowledged.  It  will  appear  yet  more  probable,  that 
A  a  4  this 
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Anno  J751.  thIs  prece(ient  wouid  be  followed,  if  It  be  confidered, 
that  if  upon  the  next  Emergency  the  Perfon  to  be 
appointed  Regent  could  not  fafely  be  intrufted  with 
Sovereign  Power,  this  could  never  be  given  as  a  Reafon 
for  departing  from  a  Precedent  in  his  Favour;  it  could 
not  be  faid,  that  though  the  Power  of  the  Princefs 
Dowager  of  Wales  was  not  limited,  yet  the  Shackles 
of  Reltri£tion  are  now  necefTary  to  confine  the  Hands 
of  Tyranny,  and  fhorten  the  Strides  cf  Ambition  > 
and  as  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  by  what  other  Reafons 
an  Oppofition  could  be  fupported,  there  is  the  greateft 
Probability  that  the  Precedent  would  be  followed  of 
courfe. 

2.  As  a  Minority  has  often  produced  Confufion  and 
Calamity,  it  is  fit,  that  in  fuch  an  Exigency,  fo,me 
general  Law  fhould  mediately  take  Place ;  and 
furely  the  public  Tranquillity,  and  the  Right  of  the 
young  Prince  will  be  more  effectually  fecured,  if  it 
be  eftahlifhed  as  a  general  Rule,  that  a  Regent  be  ap- 
pointed, together  with  a  Council,  which  fhall  at  once 
aiTift  and  reftrain,  than  that  a  fole  Regent  be  immedi- 
ately inverted  with  fovereign  Authority ;  and  though 
this  Bill  has  been  faid  to  be  unprecedented,  it  is  per- 
haps only  fo,  in  that  the  Queen-Mother  is  appointed 
Regent ;  for  the  eftabiiihing  of  a  Council  of  Regency, 
has  been  the  Practice  of  our  Ancefrors  ever  fince  the 
Conqueft,  except  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
during  the  Minority  of  Henry  III.  and  of  Richard 
Duke  of  Gloucejler,  in  the  Minority  of  Edward  V. 
When  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  appointed  fole  Regent, 
the  Nation  was  in  fuch  a  State  of  Danger  and  Confu- 
fion, that  it  became  necefTary  to  deviate  from  the  gene- 
ral Rule,  however  prudent;  in  the  Cafe  of 'Richard \ 
a  fole  Regency,  with  fovereign  Authority,  was  rather 
ufurped  than  appointed,  and  the  Ufe  he  made  of  his 
Power  is  the  itrongeft  Reafon  why  it  fhould  not  be 
fuffered  to  come  into  the  Hands  of  another. 

3.  It  has  been  objected  to  a  Council  of  Regency, 
that  it  will  expofe  us  to  the  Confufion  and  Mifery  of 
contending  Factions,' each  of  which  will  have  no  other 
View  than  the  exalting  or  enriching  itfelfj  and  thus 
the,  Bufinefs  of  the  Nation  will  be  neglected,  and 
poilibly  its  Interefls  betrayed 3  either  by  the  prevailing 
'*'  -   ;: ■'"    '  Party 
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Party  for  Hire,  or  by  the  inferior  in  Revenge.  Bat  it  Anno  17^1, 
will  be  universally  confeffed,  that  Faction  is  lefs  likely 
to  overturn  the  Conltitution,  and  to  perpetrate  irre- 
parable Wrong,  than  Usurpation  ;  it  is  therefore  of 
more  Moment  to  guard  againft  Ufurpation  than  Fac- 
tion :  Nor  are  thefe  Fears  of  Factions,  and  the  dread- 
ful Effects  that  they  will  produce,  juftified  by  Experi- 
ence, or  founded  upon  Reafon ;  for  during  the  Mino- 
rities of  Edward  III.  and  Richard  II.  there  appears  to 
have  been  nc Faction  in  the  Councils  of  Regency,  but 
on  the  contrary  the  Misfortunes  which  the  Nation  then 
fuffered,  arofe  from  the  implicit  Confent  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  whatever  the  Regent  propofed,  and  confequently 
from  the  Regencv's  becoming  fole  and  fovereign  in 
Fact,  though  it  was  limited  and  divided  in  Form  and 
in  Name.  There  was  indeed  a  Divilion  in  the  Coun- 
cil of  Regency  during  the  Minority  of  Henry  VI.  but 
it  was  fuch  a  Divifion  as  a  Council  of  Regency  is 
intended  to  produce,  an  Oppofition  to  a  violent  and 
imprudent  Attempt,  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  King  of 
England  upon  the  Throne  of  France ■,  the  Succefs  of 
which  would  have  been  the  greater!.  Calamity  that 
could  have  fallen  upon  the  Nation.  In  the  Minority 
of  Edward  V.  there  was  no  Council,  and  therefore 
could  be  no  Oppofition  ;  but  it  is  indifputably  to  be 
wifhed  that  a  Council  had  been  appointed  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament before  the  Death  of  his  Father,  and  that  fome 
of  them  at  Jeaft  had  vigorously  oppofed  the  Ambition 
of  Richard  III.  It  is  true  that  in  the  Government 
during  the  Minority  of  Edward  VI.  there  were  Facti- 
ons that  produced  Confufion  and  Debility  in  the  State, 
but  this  was  the  Effect  of  his  Father's  Folly,  who 
appointed  an  impracticable  Government,  of  which 
fuch  Confufion  was  the  unavoidable  Confequence, 
He  appointed  a  Council  of  fixteen,  without  any  Regent 
or  Pre-eminence^,  and  another  Council  of  twelve, 
without  whofe  Advice  the  fixteen  were  not  to  act,  and 
none  of  whom  they  had  Power  to  remove  -3  befides, 
both  of  the  twelve  and  of  the  frxteen,  fome  were 
Proteftants  and  fome  Papifls,  equally  zealous,  reftlefs, 
and  impotent.  The  Divifions  and  Factions  therefore 
that  diftrefTed  that  Minority  are,  by  no  Means-,  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  Appointment  of  a  Council  of  Regency, 

"  but 
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Anno  1751.  but  to  the  Non-appointment  of  a  Regent,  and  the 
injudicious  Choice  of  the  Council,  both  with  Refpec> 
to  its  Form  and  the  Members  of  which  it  confifted. 
It  does  not  therefore  appear  that  the  Fear  of  Factions 
in  fuch  a  Council  of  Regency  as  is  appointed  by  this 
Bill,  isjuftified  by  Experience,  and  if  not  juftified  by 
Experience,  it  cannot  be  fupported  by  Reaibn  ;  for  as 
Mankind  in  general  are  the  fame,  ac~t.  from  the  fame 
Principles,  and  fall  by  the  fame  Temptations,  the 
future  is  the  heft  inferred  from  the  paft,  and  no 
better  Arguments  can  be  advanced  for  the  Probability 
of  a  future  Event,  than  that  it  has  happened  before ; 
fo  that  Reafon  as  well  as  Experience  is  in  Favour' of 
the  Bill  ;  for  if  Factions  have  not  been  the  Confe- 
quence of  former  Councils  of  Regency,  it  is  impro- 
bable they  fhould  be  the  Confequence  of  this. 

4.  The  Reftrictions  in  the  Bill  are  fuch  only  as  a 
wife  and  good  Sovereign  would  lay  upon  himfelr ;  for 
it  cannot  be  believed  that  fuch  a  Prince  would  either 
make  Peace  or  War,  prorogue  or  diffolve  Parliaments,  or 
remove  or  appoint  any  great  Officers  ofState,orBifnops, 
or  Judges,  whofe  Places  continue  for  Life,  without  the 
Advice  of  his  Council.  And  the  Power  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Regency  is  merely  reftricHve.  They  cannot 
meet  but  when  called  by  the  Regent,  nor  when  met, 
can  they  take  any  thing  into  Confideration  that  is  not 
by  the  Regent  laid  before  them;  their  Refolutions  are 
ineffectual  without  her  Concurrence,  and  their  DifTent 
to  any  ufeful  Meafure  may  be  over-ruled  by  Parlia- 
ment, as  upon  the  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes,  the  whole 
Council,  or  any  of  its  Members  may  be  removed. 

5.  This  Bill  is  rendered  abfolutely  necefTary  by  a 
Defect,  in  cur  Constitution,  which  his  Majefty  no 
doubt  intended  to  obviate,  by  propofmg  to  the  Confi- 
deration of  his  Parliament,  the  making  a  proper  Pro- 
vifion  for  the  regular  Administration  of  Government, 
if  his  SucceiFcr  fhould  be  a  Minor  ;  for  the  King  is 
never  fuppofed  to  be  a  Minor  by  the  Law,  but  upon 
his  Acceffion  to  the  Throne  becomes  immediately  in- 
verted with  fovereign  Authority,  and  the  whole  exe- 
cutive Power  lodges  in  his  Hands,  though  an  Infant 
of  but  a  Month  old  :  The  Confequence  of  which  is, 
that  he  who5  by  whatever  Means,  gets  PoiiefTion  of 

the 
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the  Infant's  Perfon,   is  eventually  poflefled  of  regal    Anno  1751. 

Authority  and  Prerogative.     And  it  was  by  this  Defect, 

that  the   Duke  of  Gloucefter,  afterwards   Richard  III. 

intruded  upon  fovereign  rower,  and  perverted  it  to  the 

Destruction  of  thofe  from  whom  it  was  derived.     It  is 

indeed  enacted  by  the  Statute  8  King  William^  that 

upon   the  Demife  of  the  Sovereign   the  Parliament 

fhall  meet,    and  that  the  Seffion   (hall    continue  fix 

Months ;  but  it  is  immediately  added,  unlefs  the  fame 

(hall  be  fooner  prorogued  or  difiblved  by  the  next  Heir 

to  the  Crown,  without  any  Exception  to  exclude  an 

Infant  though  of  but  a  Day  old  :   So  that  if  an  Infant 

be  the  next  Heir,  whoever  fhall  be  in  PoiTeilion  of  his 

Perfon,  may  effectually  prevent  the  Parliament  from 

acting,  by  diilblving  or  proroguing  it  as  foon  as  it  is 

met ;  and,  as  the  Law  has  not  obliged  them  to  call 

another,  they  may  wait  till  they  have  found  Means  to 

get  fuch  a  Parliament  chofen,  as  may  give  its  Sanction 

to  every  Act  of  Oppremon  and   Ufurpation  that  has 

taken  Place,  or  that  may  be  propofed. 

The  Parliament  therefore  cannot  be  a  fufficient 
Check  upon  a  fole  Regent,  inverted  with  fovereign 
Authority,  as  its  Power  may  fo  eafily  be  eluded  :  Nor 
is  this  a  mere  fpeculative  PofTibility,  for  the  Power  of 
Parliament  was  thus  eluded  by  Richard  III.  while  he 
was  Regent ;  and  within  one  Year  he  procured  fuch 
Members  to  be  chofen  as  confirmed  his  Ufurpation  ; 
though  when  the  King  his  Brother  died,  there  were 
nine  Perfons  *  who  would  legally  have  fucceeded  to  the 
Crown  before  him.  Nor  is  there  any  Reafon  to  ima- 
gine, that  in  future  Times  the  People  will  have  more 
Virtue,  or  that  a  Prince  who  will  polTefs  more  Power 
and  greater  Revenue,  will  have  lefs  Interelt  than 
Richard. 

6.  This  Bill  is  calculated  not  only  for  the  public 
Benefit  and  for  die  Security  of  the  young  King,  but 
for  the  Eafe,  the  Safety,  and  Honour  of  the  Regent. 
It  is  for  the  Security  of  the  Prince  and  the  Welfare  of 
the  Public,  that  the  Regent  is  reftrained  from  fuch 
Acts  as  could  admit  of  no  Remedy,  if  they  fhould 
appear  to  have  been  of  pernicious  Confequence  even 

*  Five  Daughters  and  two  Sons  of  the  late  King,  and  a  Son  and  a 
Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  QUrenc$)  who  was  Rlsbard\  elder  Brother. 

by 
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Anno  1751.  by  the  King  himfelf  when,  he  mould  come  at  Age; 
U.  1— M—  mJ  but  it  is  for  the  Honour  of  the  Regent  that  fhe  is 
invested  with  every  other  Branch  of  fovereign  Autho- 
rity ;  and  though  fhe  is  restrained  from  appointing 
the  Bilhops  or  Judges,  who  hold  their  Places  for  Life, 
yet  (he  may,  by  her  fole  Power,  appoint  much  more 
important  Officers  for  the  Time  being,  fuch  as  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  the  General  of  the  Army, 
and  the  Governors  of  the  Plantations,  and  many 
others ;  and  it  is  for  her  Eafe  as  v/ell  as  Safety,  that  a 
Council  is  appointed  her,  becaufe  the  Regent,  as  a 
Subject,  being  still  accountable  for  her  Conduct.,  it  is 
of  great  Moment  to  her,  that  the  Confent  and  Appro- 
bation of  the  chief  Officers  of  State  to  every  important 
Act  of  her  Government  mould  be  fo  authenticated  as 
that  fuch  Confent  and  Approbation  may  eafily  be  made 
to  appear  for  her  Justification,  if  any  Meafure  which 
Shall  be  taken  during  her  Adminiftration  mould  be 
attended  with  unhappy  Confequences. 

Upon  the  whole  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Oppo- 
sition to  this  Bill,  as  restraining  the  Power  of  the 
Regent  by  a  Council,  and  the  Zeal  of  many  who  are 
the  known  Friends  of  Liberty,  for  entrusting  the  Prin- 
cefs  Dowager  of  Wales  with  a  fovereign  and  unlimited 
Authority,  will  ftand  upon  Record  among  many  other 
undoubtable  Evidences  of  his  Majefty's  Wifdom,  and 
the  distinguished  Merit  of  that  molt  excellent  Princefs 
whom  he  recommended :  And  that  the  placing  this 
Confidence  in  her  Royal  Highness  was  objected  to  for 
no  other  Reafpn,  than  becaufe  it  was  thought  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  Briiijh  Constitution,  to  afford  a 
Precedent  to  Posterity,  which  might  hereafter  be  fatal 
to  fome  of  her  Royal  Highnefs's  Defcendants,  and  to 
deprive  her  Adminiftration  of  a  Sanction  which  would 
at  once  add  Weight  to  her  Authority,  Wifdom  to  her 
Councils,  and  Security  to  her  Perfoh. 

'The  Sum  of  the  Arguments  againjl  the  Regency  Bill. 

The  principal  Objections  to  the  Restrictions  of  the 
Power  of  the  Regent  are,  indeed,  built  upon  the  con- 
fesTed  public  and  private  Virtues  of  her  Royal  High- 
nefs, and  the  necefTary  Connexion  of  her  Intereft  with 
that  of  her  Son  ;  and  for  this  Rcafon  they  are  not  to 

be 
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be  fhaken  by  the  Batteries  of  Declamation,  or  fapped  Anno 
by  the  Mines  of  Sophiftry.  That  the  appointing  a 
Princefs  thus  qualified  fole  Regent  with  fovereign 
Power,  is  the  immediate  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  no 
Man  has  yet  ventured  to  deny  ;  and  by  what  Argu- 
ment can  it  be  proved  that  the  immediate  Intereft  of 
the  Nation  ought  to  be  given  up  for  a  remote  PofTt- 
bility  ?  A  Poffibility  that  fome  future  Generation  may 
be  fo  weak  or  fo  corrupt  as  to  make  no  new  Provifion 
for  a  new  Exigency,  in  which,  except  the  Minority 
of  the  King,  every  Circumftance  fhall  be  different  ? 
It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  Regulation  which  the 
prefent  Parliament  is  about  to  make  will  reftrain  all 
future  Parliaments  from  the  fame  Exercife  of  their 
Power.  And  it  is  an  Infult  upon  human  Understand  - 
ing  to  infinuate  that,  by  a  natural  Succeffion  of  Events, 
the  Power  which  now  may  be  intrufted  with  her  Royal 
Highnefs,  fhall  of  Courfe  devolve  upon  future  Regents, 
as  the  Power  of  an  abfolute  Monarch  flows  from  Ty- 
rant to  Tyrant  in  an  uninterrupted  and  hereditary 
Defcent.  On  the  contrary,  if  that  Reafoning  which 
is  derived  from  Facts,  is  leaft  fubjecl:  to  fallacy  and 
Error,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  probable  that  this  Pre- 
cedent will  always  be  followed  in  Time  to  come,  that 
it  is  probable  it  will  never  be  followed  at  all  3  for  it 
appears  from  our  Hiftories,  that  no  two  Regulations 
for  the  Adminiftration  of  Government  during  a  Mi- 
nority are  alike,  nor  is  it  now  thought  expedient  to 
pay  any  Regard  to  what  has  been  done  on  thefe  Occa- 
iions  in  Times  paft. 

It  has  been  faid  that  no  Reafon  could  be  given  for 
departing  from  this  Precedent,  even  though  the  Regent 
to  be  appointed  mould  be  fo  circumftariced  as  to  en- 
danger the  Right  of  the  Minor  ,  but  there  is  no  Caufe 
to  imagine  that  any  future  Parliament  will  be  lb  infa- 
mous for  Proftitution  or  Timidity,  as  not  to  declare 
to  fuch  Perfon  that  it  is  an  eftabliined  Maxim  of  this 
Government,  that  Faction  is  lefs  to  be  dreaded  than 
Ufurpation  ;  and  therefore  that,  notwithstanding  his 
perfonal  Merit,  he  cannot  be  inverted  with  fovereign 
Authority,  becaufe  he  ftands  next  in  the  Line  of  Suc- 
ceffion, or  becaufe  his  Power,  his  Influence,  or  his 
Popularity  have  given  him  an  Elevation  eaually  formi- 
dable 
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Anno  1751.  dable  and  illuftrious.  But  if  it  be  granted  that  this 
Bill  will  defcend  as  an  inviolable  Law,  from  which, 
upon  no  Exigency,  the  Legiflators  of  Futurity  fhall 
dare  to  depart,  the  Reafons'  againft  it  become  ftill 
more  numerous  and  more  cogent.  It  is  a  Precedent 
for  violating  the  Conftitution  by  dividing  the  Prero- 
gative ;  for  the  executive  Power  is  the  Prerogative  of 
one,  and  not  the  joint  Privilege  of  many  j  and  if 
future  Attempts  to  change  the  Conflitution  (hall  be 
fupported  by  the  folemn  Sanction  of  this  Bill,  the 
Deference  that  fhall  be  paid  to  it  by  Pofterity,  will 
enfure  the  Succefs  of  Sedition,  and  overturn  the  Le- 
gislature by  dividing  it  againft  itfelf. 

2.  That  a  Minority  has  often  produced  Confufiort 
and  Calamity  is  true ;  but  it  is  probable  that  this 
Confufion  and  Calamity  will  rather  be  increafed  than 
prevented  by  the  immediate  Intervention  of  a  general 
Law,  by  which  the  fame  Regulation  is  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed,  however  Circumstances  may  differ.  The  Dangers  of 
a  Minority,  on  the  contrary,  can  only  be  obviated  by 
adapting  the  Regulation  to  the  particular  Exigencies 
of  the  State,  the  Character  of  the  Regent,  the  Influ- 
ence of  Parties,  and  the  Factions  of  the  Court;  Cir- 
cumftances  which,  as  they  may  be  infinitely  varied, 
mufr.  render  different  Meafures  expedient,  which  Pre- 
cedent cannot  poffibiy  direct,  and  which  no  general 
Regulation  can  fupply.  Nor  is  itlefs  abfurd  to  eftabliih, 
at  this  Time,  a  Law  which  mall  take  Place  in  all 
future  Minorities,  than  it  would  be  in  a  Phyfician  to 
prefcribe  a  Medicine  to  be  administered  in  all  future 
Difeafes  which  might  be  contracted  by  his  Patient, 
though  fome  other  might  be  much  better  adapted  to 
remove  his  prefent  Malady.  To  fuit  an  Administra- 
tion to  particular  national  Circurnftances,  feems  at 
leaft  to  have  been  attempted  in  all  the  Minorities  that 
have  already  happened,  by  the  great  Difference  of  the 
Forms  of  Government  that  have  been  at  different 
Times  eftablifhed  on  thefe  Occafions.  The  Earl  of 
'Pembroke  was  appointed  fole  Regent  with  little  lefs 
than  fovereign  Authority;  the  Bifhop  of  JVinchejhr 
fole  Regent,  but  fubject  to  a  Chief  Justiciary,  which 
he  could  not  remove  ;  a  Council  of  Regency  was  next 
appointed  without  a  Regent  5  three  joint  Regents  were 

after- 
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afterwards  appointed  with  a  Council ;  then  two  Pro- 
tectors with  a  Council  y  and5  in  the  lait  Minority, 
that  of  Edward  VI.  there  was  a  Council  of  Regency 
without  a  Regent,  fubject  to  the  Controul  of  another 
Council :  So  that  a  Kind  of  general  Precedent  refults 
from  all  thefe  Regulations,  that  of  acting  as  the  Cafe 
requires,  without  any  Regard  to  former  Appointments, 
which  were,  and  muft  neceiTarily  have  been  temporary 
and  particular. 

3.  It  has  been  aflerted,  by  the  Advocates  for  the 
Bill,  that  a  Council  of  Regency  will  not  expofe  the 
Nation  to  the  Mifery  of  contending  Factions  ;  and 
great  Pains  has  been  taken  to  fhew  that  the  Dread  of 
thefe  Factions  is  not  juftified  by  Experience.  But 
there  is  no  Need  to  examine  the  Transactions  of  Ed- 
ward III.  Richard  II.  or  Henry  VI.  to  determine  the 
Queftion  ;  other  Facts,  that  are  too  notorious  to  be 
doubted,  and  too  recent  to  be  forgotten,  fufHciently 
juftify  thefe  Fears  ;  and  if  what  fhall  be  is  beft  infer- 
red from  what  has  been,  no  Doubt  can  remain  of  the 
Confufion  that  muft.  arife  from  the  Strife  of  many  for 
Diftinction  or  for  Power,  which  only  one  can  obtain. 
There  have  been  Refignations  and  Combinations  to 
refign,  infolent  and  infamous  Expedients  to  compel  a 
Sovereign  into  the  Meafures  of  Dependents  whom  his 
Nod  might  have  difmined  to  Infignificance  and  Con- 
tempt :  And  from  thofe  who  have  infulted  their  Prince, 
and  been  known  to  have  rifqued  the  Ruin  of  their 
Country,  to  render  the  Projects  of  a  Rival  abortive, 
what  might  not  be  dreaded  when  they  know  that  they 
cannot  be  removed  but  by  Time,  and  that  without 
their  Concurrence  in  every  Motion  the  whole  Mecha- 
nifm  of  Government  muft  ftand  ftilJ  ?  If  among  the 
Members  of  a  Council,  the  creating  CommiiTioners 
of  a  Turnpike,  and  the  Appointment  of  a  Clerk  to  a 
Court  of  Confcience,  have  produced  Difcord,  Debate, 
and  Animofity,  is  it  abfurd  to  imagine  that  in  the  fill- 
ing great  Employments  with  Perfons  of  high  Rank, 
and  the  conferring  of  Places  that  are  to  be  held  for 
Life,  they  mould  be  lefs  factious,  or  that  they  would 
efpoufe  oppofite  Interefts  with  lefs  Ardour  and  Obfti- 
nacy  ?  But  the  Strength  of  thefe  Objections  is  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  evaded  by  ailedging,  that  though  Factions 
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Anno  1751.    in  fuch  a  Council  may  poffibly  produce  fome  Degree 

V_    -g-. f  «">f  Confufion  and  Debility  in  the  State,  yet  Faction 

is  lefs  likely  to  overturn  the  Conftitution  than  Ufur- 
pation  ;    and  it  is   taken  for  granted  that  from  the 
Danger  of  Ufurpation  we  are  effectually  fecured  by 
this  Bill.     But  by  this  Bill   the   royal  Power  is  not 
limited,  it  is  divided  ;  and  it  will  appear,  from  our 
Hiftories,  that  every  Attempt  to  divide  the  royal  Power 
has  proceeded  with  Confufion,  and  terminated  in  Ty- 
ranny.    When  the  royal  Power  was  divided  by  the 
Will   of  Henry  VIII.   after  a   few   Struggles   in   the 
Toils  of  an  impracticable  Government,  the  Duke  of 
So?nerfet   ufurped    the    fole    Regency   with    fovereign 
Power  :  This  Ufurpation  precipitated  his  Ruin,  and 
the  Earl   of  Northumberland  fucceeded,    by  the   fame 
Means,  to  the  fame  Power,  in  which  he  was   fcarce 
eftablifhed  before  he  formed  a  Scheme  to  place  the 
Crown  upon  the  Head  of  his  Son,  and  gave  ffrong 
Reafon  to  fufpect,  that  he  was  acceffary  to  the  Death 
of  his  Ward  ;    an  Event,   however,  which  admitted 
Mary  to  the  Throne,  who  at  once  put  an  End  to  his 
Projects  and  his  Life.     A  like  impracticable  Scheme 
of  Government  is  now  about  to  take  Place,  and  will 
probably  produce  the  like  Effects.     Fourteen  Kings 
are  fubffituted  in  the  Stead  of  one,  and  as  they  can- 
not be  fuppofed  to  concur  in  the  fame  Meafures,  after 
the  Power  and  the  Influence  of  each  has  been  afcer- 
tained  in  the  Struggle,  the  weaker  will  naturally  defiff 
from   a  hopelefs  Attempt,  and   the  Ambition   of  the 
itronger  will  have  no  other  Obftacles  to  furmount.    It 
may  indeed  be  objected,  that  in  thefe  Suppofitions  no 
Notice  is  taken  either  of  the  Regent  or  the  Parlia- 
ment, both  of  whom  are  fuppofed  to  be  a  Check  upon 
an  afpiring  Individual,  or  a  factious  Majority  in  the 
Council.     But  to  this  Objection  the  Anlwer  is  eafy ; 
no  Notice  is  taken  of  the  Regent,  becaufe  it  is  evi- 
dent that  {he  can  be  no  more  than  a  Cypher,  nothing 
being  more  certain    than    that  the  Majority   of   the 
Council  will  unite  againft  her,  efpecially  as  by   the 
Bill  that  Majority  is  provided  with  a  Head  ;  and  as 
fhe  cannot  govern  without  them,   fhe  muff  of  Necef- 
fity  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  governed  by  them  :    As  to  the 
Parliament,  the  Time  has  been?  and  probably  may  be, 
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In  which  Parliaments  have  been  under  mlnifteria!  In-  Anno  x?; 
fliience.  It  is  therefore  not  impofnble  that  a  factious 
Majority  in  the  Council  of  Regency  may  be  fupported 
by  a  factious  Majority,  at  leaft  in  one  Hpufe.  It  will 
then  be  im practicable  for  the  Regent  to  diffolve  either 
Combination,  becaufe  no  Member  of  the  Council  is 
to  be  removed  but  upon  the  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes, 
nor  is  the  Parliament  to  be  difiblved  but  by  the  Con- 
fent  of  the  Majority  of  the  Council :  But  this  is  not 
all,  for  it  is  evident  that  the  Regent  may,  in  thefe 
Circumftances,  be  compelled  to  difmifs  from  her  Coun- 
cil whoever  is  not  in  the  Combination  ;  and  thus  the 
Danger  of  an  Ufurpation  is  evinced,  almoft  to  a 
Demonftration ;  for  whoever  is  at  the  Head  of  the 
Confederacy,  in  which  the  whole  Council  will  be 
abforbed,  muft  almoft  infenfibly  become  invefted  with 
fovereign  Power,  and,  by  an  eafy  Tranfition,  become 
abfolute  and  defpotic.  This  Bill  therefore  is  not 
adapted  to  prevent  that  Mifchief,  in  the  Fear  of  which 
every  pofitive  Good  is  confefTedly  given  up,  and  every 
other  Evil  is  incurred. 

4.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Reftraint  which  is  laid 
upon  the  Regent  is  fuch  only  as  a  wife  and  good 
Sovereign  would  lay  upon  himfelf ;  with  Refpect  there- 
fore to  her  Royal  Highnefs,  whofe  Goodnefs  and 
Wifdom  have  never  yet  been  difputed,  they  are  un- 
neceffary ;  but  the  Terms  that  have  been  ufed  upon 
this  Occafion  are  equivocal  and  evafive,  for  there  is 
furely  a  wide  Difference  between  a  Sovereign  who 
takes  the  Advice  of  his  Council,  with  Refpect  to  im- 
portant Tranfadtions,  of  the  Fitnefs  of  which  he  is 
finally  to  judge,  and  which  are  either  to  be  fufpended 
or  executed  as  he  alone  fhall  determine  3  and  a  Regent 
to  whom  the  Will  of  this  Council  mull  eventually 
give  Law;  who  can  purfue  no  Meafureof  Moment  in 
which  they  do  not  concur,  and  who  cannot  remove 
them,  however  infolent,  arbitrary,  or  capricious,  how- 
ever wanton  in  the  Power  they  pofTefs,  and  however 
negligent  in  the  Duties  which  they  owe.  As  the 
Power  of  the  Council  is  not  merely  reftrictive,  neither 
is  it  true  that  they  cannot  meet  but  when  called  toge- 
ther by  the  Regent,  or  take  any  Subject  into  Con- 
Tideration  which  is  not  by  her  laid  before  them  -3  for  of 
Vol,  IV.  B  b  this 
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Anno  17^.  this  Council  a  Prefident  is  appointed,  and  the  Office 
of  a  Prefident  is  to  call  a  Council  together,  and  to 
propofe  fuch  Subjects  as  he  thinks  proper  to  their 
Confideration.  The  Bill  indeed  fays  that  they  mall 
meet  when  her  Royal  Highnefs  fhall  pleafe  to  direct ; 
but  there  are  no  Words  to  prevent  their  meeting  with- 
out her  Direction,  nor  any  by  which  me  is  impowered 
to  put  an  End  to  their  meeting,  neither  is  there  any 
Claufe  to  reflrain  them  in  the  Subjects  of  their  Con- 
fideration ;  the  Regent  appears  to  have  no  Right  to  be 
prefent  at  their  Deliberations,  and  they  feem  to  be 
impowered  not  only  to  deliberate  but  to  act  without 
her  Concurrence  ;  for  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  that  any  five 
Jhall  be  fufficieni  to  acl,  and  that  the  Adls  of  fuch  five  Jk all 
be  deemed  to  be  Acts  of  the  Council  of  Regency.  The 
Regent  therefore  dees  not  appear  to  have  always  even 
a  negative  Voice,  but  as  the  Diffent  of  the  Council 
to  any  ufeful  Meafure  can  only  be  over-ruled  by  the 
Addrefs  of  both  Houfes,  their  Influence  will  probably 
fecure  them  in  the  PofTemon  of  their  Power. 

5.  Among  other  Reafons  which  induftrious  Fallacy 
has .  fuggefted  in  Defence  of  this  Bill,  the  molt  pom- 
pous and  the  moft.  plaufible  is,  that  a  certain  Defect 
in  our  Constitution  jias  made  it  abfolutely  necefTary. 
It  is  faid  that  by  the  Law  the  King  is  never  fuppofed 
to  be  a  Minor,  and  that  though  he  be  but  a  Month 
old,  whoever  gets  PoiTeflion  of  his  Perfon  becomes 
confequently  invefted  with  the  whole  executive  Power, 
and  may  diriclve  the  Parliament,  which,  by  the  8th  of 
King  William^  is  appointed  to  meet  on  the  Demife 
of  the  King,  and  thus  fecure  himfeif  in  the  PofTemon 
not  only  of  fovereign  but  of  arbitrary  Power.  This 
however  is  far  from  being  a  true  State  of  the  Cafe  ; 
for  even  before  the  Eftablimment  of  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, the  whole  legiflative  Power  being  lodged  in  the 
King  and  the  Barons,  when  a  Minority  happened,  the 
Government  did  not  devolve  upon  thofe  who  had  pof- 
fefled  themfelves  of  the  King's  Perfon,  but  upon  the 
Barons,  or  fuch  as  they  mould  appoint ;  *  and  when 
an  Houfe  of  Commons  became  a  third  Part  of  the 
Legiilature,  the  Regulation  of  the  Barons  was  not 
final,  but  lafted  only  till  it  was  confirmed  by  Parlia- 
*  See  the  Hiftory  ©f  Henry  Hi. 
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merit.  From  the  Conqueit  to  the  8th  of  King  Wil-  Anno  T75?^ 
Ham  III.  there  does  not  therefore  appear  to  be  any  fuch 
dreadful  Defect  in  the  Confutation  as  is  pretended  ■ 
A  new  Regulation  was  then  made,  and  upon  the  De- 
mife  of  the  King,  the  Parliament  then  in  being,  or 
the  laft  preceding  Parliament,  was  appointed  to  meet 
and  fit  fix  Months  ;  nor  can  fuch  Parliament  be  pre- 
vented from  acting  by  any  who  mall  get  PofTefiion  of 
the  Perfon  of  the  Minor  ;  for  the  Words  unlefs  the  f mm  N 
jhall  be  foGner  prorogued  or  dijjolved  by  the  next  Heir  to  the 
Crown,  plainly  fuppofe  the  Minor  to  come  of  Age 
within  fix  Months  after  the  Demife  of  his  PredecefTor, 
becaufe  his  Capacity  to  act.  is  implied,  and  a  Minor 
has  no  fuch  Capacity;  but  if  any  Subject,  however 
great  by  his  Station  or  by  his  Birth,  ihould,  in  the 
Rafhnefs  of  his  Ambition,  dare  to  prorogue  or  diilblve 
the  Parliament  in  the  Name  of  a  Minor,  before  they 
had  fettled  a  Regency,  it  is  much  more  probable  that 
they  would  fend  him  to  the  Tozvcr,  than  that  they 
would  feparate  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  Gen- 
tleman who  has  been  prefent  at  the  Debate  is  of  this 
Opinion.  How  the  Power  of  Parliament  was  eluded 
"by  Richard  III.  it  is  not  neceifary  to  enquire,  becaufe 
fubfequent  Statutes  have  made  the  fame  Methods  im- 
practicable ;  fo  that  the  putting  an  End  to  one  Par- 
liament, and  the  delaying  to  call  another  till  fuch  an 
one  can  be  procured  by  undue  Influence  as  fnall  con- 
firm an  Usurpation,  are  chimerical  Dangers  which 
Subtilty  has  difpiayed  to  terrify  thofe  whom  me  could 
not  convince  ;  as  the  Head  of  Mednfa.  was  held  up  to 
petrify  an  Enemy,  whom  Force  was  wanting  to  fub- 
due. 

6.  Upon  the  whole,  this  Bill  is  not  calculated  for  pub- 
lic Benefit,  becaufe  it  muff  necelTarily  produce  Faction, 
by  which  the  Administration  of  the  Government  will 
be  either  flopped  or  impeded  ;  not  for  the  Security  of  the 
young  King,  becaufe  it  will  rather  facilitate  than  pre- 
vent an  Usurpation  ;  not  for  the  Benefit  of  Pcfterity, 
becaufe  to  follow  it  as  a  Precedent  will  be  abfurd  and 
pernicious  ;  and  not  for  the  Honour  of  the  Regent, 
becaufe  (he  is  restrained  from  the  voluntary  Exercife  of 
her  Virtues  ;  her  Want  of  Inclination  to  do  111  is  ab- 
forbed  in  her  Want  of  power,  and  fhe  can  be  con- 
B  b  2  fidereq 
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ftsne  1 7 j i-  fiderecl  only  as  an  Inftrument  in  the  Hands  of  others 
_— v— — /  who  have  iacrificed  her  Glory  to  the  Continuance  of 
their  own  Importance.  It  is  indeed  pretended  that 
the  Governments  Abroad,  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and 
many  important  ecciefiaftical  and  civil  Employments 
are  in  her  Difpofal  ;  but  this  is  true  only  in  Appear- 
ance ;  for,  in  Fa6t,  fhe  can  difpofe  of  no  Employ- 
ment, the  Patent,  vCommiffion,  or  Warrant  for  which 
mull  pafs  the  Great  or  Privy  Seal,  or  be  counterfigned 
by  any  of  the  great  QiEcers  whom  fhe  cannot  remove; 
and  few  other  Places  are  in  her  Gift.  The  Security 
of  her  Perfon  is  another  Compliment  paid  her  by  this 
Bill ;  but  her  Perfon  would  have  been  fecured  by  her 
Sagacity  and  her  Virtue  -y  or,  fuppofing  thefe  to  have 
been  infufficient,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  that  any 
Benefit  is  conferred,  when,  to  prevent  the  Conse- 
quences of  acting  wrong,  a  Perfon  is  retrained  from 
acting  at  all ;  or  that  he  who  takes  away  Honour 
deferves  Thanks  for  conferring  Safety. 

On  the  25th  of  June  his  Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  and  put  an  End  to  the  Seilion  with  the  fol- 
lowing Speech. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
SS  Hr^HE  advanced  Seafon  of  the  Year  makes  it 
■*6  J.  necelTary  for  me  to  put  an  End  to  this  Sefiion 
<Q  of  Parliament;  and  I  do  it  with  the  greater  Satif- 
5£  faction,  as  your  diligent  Application  to  the  public 
**  Bufmefs  has  brought  it  to  fo  happy  a  Conclufion. 
i<:  On  this  Occafion  I  cannot  but  return  you  my  hearty 
**  1  hanks  for  the  many  Proofs  you  have  given  me, 
*6  of  your  Zealand  Affection  forme  and  my  Govern- 
*c  rnent,  and  the  Care"  and  Attention  which  you  have 
"  exerted  for  the  Interefts  of  my  People. 

"  As  Europe  now  enjoys  a  happy  Tranquillity, 
C5  very  little  Alteration  has' been  made  in  the  State  of 
*c  foreign  Affairs  fmce  your  Meeting.  My  Refolu- 
4t  tion  to  preferve  the  general  Peace  is  the  fame ;  and 
"  I  have  the  greateft  Reafon  to  rely  on  the  like  good 
<4  Difpofition  in  the  Powers  in  Alliance  with  me, 
»c  not  only  being  continued,  but  confirmed  and  im- 
4>  "proved." 

2  «-  Gentle- 
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C€  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Anno  t  . 

C4  The  Readinefs  with  which  you  have  granted  mei 
€S  the  Supplies  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year, 
¥  demands  my  particular  Acknowledgements ;  and 
iC  the  Prudence  and  Firmnefs  you  have  fhewn  in  com- 
«c  pleting  the  Reduction  of  the  Interefb  of  the  Na~ 
iC  tional  Debt,  is  as  agreeable  to  me,  as  that  Meafure 
«'  is  efTential  to  the  Strength  and  Welfare  of  my 
"  Kingdom." 

«  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Ci  I  have  nothing  to  defire  of  you,  but  effectually 
<c  to  confult  your  own  true  Happinefs  and  Interefr. 
M  Let  it  be  your  Care  to  maintain,  in  your  feveral 
cc  Counties,  the  public  Peace  and  good  Order ;  to 
"  encourage  and  promote  a  juft  Reverence  for  Govern  - 
16  ment  and  Law  ;  and  not  to  fuffer  thofe  good  Laws, 
<c  which  are  enacted  here,  to  lofe  their  Effect,  for 
*'  want  of  a  due  Execution." 

A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  paffed  during  this 
/    SeiTion. 

AN  Aft,  For  the  more  effectually  retraining  the  re- 
tailing Spirituous  Liquors*. 
An  Aft,  For.  .granting  6oo,OOOl.   out  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  for  the  Service  cf  the  Tear  1 75 1. 

*  By  the  Bill  to  prevent  the  exceiTive  drinking  of  fpirituous  Liquors, 
every  Gallon  of  Spirits  of  the  fin!  Extraction  from  Brewer's  Waih  or 
Tilts,  is  charged  with  an  additional  Duty  of  three  Halfpence  3  for 
itrong  Waters  from  the  fame  Materials,  Four  Pence  Halfpenny  $  for 
Spirits  of  the  firft  Extraction  from  Cyder  or  other  Britijb  Materials, 
One  Penny  Three  Farthings  j  and  for  Spirits  fcr  Sale  of  the  fame 
Materials,  Three  Pence  Halfpenny. —  After  June  24,  1751,  no  Diftil- 
ler  is  to  retail  fpirituous  Liquors  $  nor  fell  it  to  un-licenfed  Retailed 
on  the  Penalty  cf  10/.  the  Buyer  to  be  entitled  to  the  Penalty  on 
Information,  and  exempted  from  any  Penalties  incurred  by  himfelf.— 
No  Debt  to  be  recovered  for  fpirituous  Liquors  unlefs  contracted  to  the 
Amount  of  201.  at  one  Time  5  nor  any  Pledge  to  be  taken  for  Security 
of  Payment  for  it,  on  the  Forfeiture  of  40  s. — No  Perfons  to  be  licenfed 
to  retail  fpirituous  Liquors  but  Victuallers,  Inn-Keepers,  Vintners, 
&c.  who  rent  a  Houfe  of  10/.  a  Year,  if  within  the  Divifaon  of  the 
head  Office  of  Excife  for  London,  or  who  pay  to  Church  and  Poor  every 
where  elfe ;  the  Penalty  for  felling  without  a  Licenfe  all  the  For- 
feitures inflicted  by  former  A  els,  befides  the  Liquors  found  in  their 
Cuftody  then,  and  for  fix  Months  afterwards,  for  the  fixil  Offence  ; 
three  Months  Imprifonment  and  Whipping  for  thefecondj  and  Trans- 
portation for  the  Third.  Gaolars,  Bridewell-Keepers,  and  Matters 
of  Workhoufes  offending  sgainft  this  Aft  to  forfeit  100/.  fox  the  firft<> 
and  for  the  fecend  Offence  their  refpeclive  Places,  @V, 

An 
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Anno  1751.  An  A£r,  For  rendering  Juftices  of  the  Peace  ?nore  fafe 
the  Execution  of  their  Office  ;  and  for  indemnifying 
Conjiables  acling  in  Obedience  to  their  Warrants. 

An -Acl,  For  encouraging  the  making  Poi-Ajhes  in  the 
Britifh  Plantations. 

An  A£l,  For  continuing  fever al  Laws,  relating  to  the 
Premiums  upon  the  Importation  of  Mafts^  Yards ,  Tar, 
Fitch,  and  Turpentine  3  to  Britifh  made  Sail-Cloth  ;  and 
Duties  on  foreign  Sail-Cloth;  and  to  the  Allowance  upon 
the  Exportation  of  Britifh  made  Gunpowder. 

An  A£t,  For  the  Abbreviation  of  Michaelmas  Term. 

An  A£r,  For  the  more  effectual  preventing  of  Robberies 
upon  any  navigable  River,  Ports  of  Entry,  JVharfs  and 
Keys  adjacent. 

An  A£t,  For  afcertaining  the  Admeafurement  of  Wheat 
Meal;  and  for  making  Allovuances  to  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, for  their  Charges  in  managing,  &c.  -  their  reduced 
Annuities. 

An  Acl:,  To  regulate  and  rejlrain  Paper  Bills  of  Credit 
in  his  Majejlys  Colonies  in  America. 

An  Act,  For  the  Prefervation  of  Turnpike  Roads. 

An  AS:,  For  making  more  effectual  a  Claufe  in  an  Acl 
faffed  laff  Sejfion,  for  the  apprehending  of  Perfons  in  any- 
County  upon  Warrants  granted  by  fuftices  of  any  other 
County. 

An  A£t,  For  the  better  Relief  of  the  Creditors  of  fetch 
JHerchants  as  Jhall  hereafter  become  Bankrupts  in  Scot- 
land 5  for  extending  the  Privileges  of  Bills  of  Exchange 
to  Promiffory  Notes,  find  for  limiting  Actions  upon  fuch 
Bills  and  Notes. 

An  Act,'  For  the  more  effeclnal  fairing  the  Duty  upon 
Tobacco. 

An  A£l,  For  repealing  the  Duties  upon  foreign  Linen 
Tarn,  and  for  granting  other  Duties  in  Lieu  thereof. 

An  Acl:,  To  enable  his  Majefiy  to  make  Leafes  and 
Copies  of  Offices,  Lands  and  Hereditaments,  Parcel  of 
his  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  annexed  to  the  fame. 

An  Acl:,  To  continue  fever  al  Laws  to  prevent  thefpread- 
ing  of  the  Dijlemper  amongft  the  Horned  Cattle. 

An  Act,  To  continue  fever  al  Laws  therein  ?ne?iiioned, 
for  preventing  Rapine  in  the  Northern  Parts,  for  punijh- 
ing  Perfons  going  armed  and  difguifed,  to  prevent  the  cut- 
ting of  Banks  of  Rivers,  or  Hop  Binds,  feiiing  on  fire 
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'Mines,  Pits,  Sic.  unlawfully  hunting  red  or  fallow  Deer,    Anno  1751, 
for  Liberty  to  carry  Sugars  from  the   Colonies  to  foreign  \ 
Parts,  for  preventing  Frauds  by  Bankrupts,  for  encou- 
raging the  Importation  of  naval  Stores  from  the  American 
Colonies,  Szc. 

An  Acl,  To  allow  further  Time  to  the  Commi/jioners^ 
impowered  to  enquire  into  the  Claims  of  the  Royal  African, 
Company.  . 

An   Act,  For  raijing  a  Sum  of  Money  by  Lottery. 

An  Acl,  For  paying  off  the  unfub] crib  ed  Annuities. 

An  Acl,  For  raijing  a  Duty  on  Malt. 

An  Acl,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and  their  Quarters. 

An  Acl,  For  enabling  his  Majejly  to  raife  the  fever al 
Sums  of  Money  therein  mentioned  by  Exchequer  Bills,  to 
he  charged  on  the  Sinking  Fund;  and  for  impovjering  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury  to  pay  off  the  old  and  new 
unfubjcri 'bed South-Sea  Annuities  out  of  the  Supply  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  175 1  ;  and 
for  enabling  the  Bank  of  England  to  hold  General  Courts^ 
and  Courts  of  Dir  colors,  in  the  Manner  therein  directed  -y 
and  for  giving  certain  Perfons  Liberty  to  fubfcribe  Bank 
and  South- Sea  Annuities,  omitted  to  be  fubfcribed,  pur- 
fuant  to  two  Acls  of  the  lajl  Seffion  of  Parliament. 

An  Act,  To  indemnify  Perfons  who  have  omitted  to 
qualify  themfelves  for  Offices  and  Employments  tuithin  the 
Time  limited  by  Law,  and  for  allowing  farther  Time  for 
that  Purpofe. 

An  Acl,  For  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majejly  of  3  s.  in 
the  Pound  by  a  Land-Tax  to  be  raifed  in  Great-Britain 
for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  175 1. 

An  Acl,  For  providing  for  the  Adminiftraiion  of  the 
Government,  in  Cafe  itfoould  defend  to  any  of  the  Children 
cf  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  under 
the  Age  of  eighteen  Tears,  and  appointing  a  Guardianjhip 
for  their  Perfons. 

An  Acl,  For  regulating  cf  Tials  by  furies. 

An  Acl,  For  reducing  the  Inter eji  upon  the  capital 
Stock  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  for  providing 
againji  Frauds  in  the  Officers  and  Servants  of  that  Com- 
pany. 

An  Acl,  For  the  Rdief  of  the  Annuitants  of  the 
Mercers  Company, 
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Anno  1751.  An  Acl,  To  Indemnify  Jujlices  of  the  Peace  and  Con- 
— — v*1— «-/  Jlables  in  the  due  Execution  of  their  Office,  and  preventing 
any  vexatious  and  litigious  Law  Suits. 

An  Acl:,  For  the  more  eafy  Recovery  of  fmall  Debts  in 
the  City  of  Lincoln,  and  the  County  of  that  Name. 

An  A 61,  For  regulating  the  Commencement  of  the  Teary 
and  for  correcling  the  Calendar  now  in  ufe. 

An  Acl:,  For  paving,  enlightening,  and  adorning 
Golden-Square. 

An  Acl:,  For  the  Prefervation  of  the  Game  in  Scot- 
land. 

An  Acl:,  For  enlightening  and  better  watching  the  open 
Streets  in  the  Parijlo  of  St.  Matthew,  Bethnal-Green. 

An  Acl,  For  encouraging  the  Hempen  and  Linen 
Manufactures  in  Scotland. 

An  Acl:,  For  the  better  regulating  the  River  Avon, 
running  through  the  Comities  of  Warwick,  Worcefter, 
and  Gloucefler,  and  for  filling  the  Rates  of  Water 
Carriage. 

An  Acl:,  For  amending  a  Bill  pajfed  laji  Tear,  for  the. 
mpre  fpeedy  and  eafy  Recovery  of  fmall  Debts  in  the  City 
and  Liberty  of  WeflminjRrer. 

An  Acl,'  For  the  building  a  Bridge  over  the  River 
Kibble,  near  Prefton  in  Lancafhire. 

An  Acl:,  For  rebuilding  Kington  Church. 

An  Acl:,  For  laying  otit,  making,  and  keeping  in  Re* 
pair,  a  Road  proper  for  the  Pajfage  of  Troops  and  Carrie 
ages,  from  Carliile  to  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

And  tofeveral private  Bills.- 
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